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V all kinds of Satire, their is none ſo en- 
tertaining, and univerſally improving, 
as that which is introduced, as it were, oc- 
caſionally, in the courſe of an intereſting ſtory, 
which brings every incident home to life; and 
by repreſenting familiar ſcenes in an uncom- 
mon and amuſing point of view, inveſts them 
with all the graces of novelty, while nature is 
appealed to in every particular. 
The reader gratifies his curioſity, in peruſing 
the adventures of a perſon in whoſe favour he 
is prepoſſeſſed; he eſpouſes bis cauſe, he 
ſympathizes with him in diſtreſs, his indig- 
nation is heated againſt the authors of his ca- 
lamity; the humane 'paſhons are enflamed; 
the contraſt between dejected virtue and in- 
ſulting vice, appears with greater aggravati- 
on, and every impreſſion having a double force 
on the imagination, the memory retains the 
circumſtance, and the heart improves by the 
example. the attention is not tired with a 
bare catalogue of characters, but agreeably di- 
verted with all the variety of invention; and 
the viciſſitudes of life appear in their peculiar 


circumſtances, opening an ample field for wit 
and humour. 


Romance, no doubt, owes its origin to ig- 
norance, vanity, and ſuperſtition. In the dark 
"ages of the world, when a man had rendered 
himſelf famous a wiſdom or valour, his fa- 
mily and adherents availed themſelves of his 
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this ki: ind appeared. But when the miadsof men 
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ſuperior qualities, magnified his virtues, and 


repreſented his character and perſon as ſacred 
and ſupernatural. The vulgar eaſily ſwallow- 
ed the bait, implored his protection, and 
yielded the tribute of homage and praiſe even 
to-adoration z* his expliots were handed down 
to poſterity with a thouſand exaggerations z 
they were repeated as incitements to virtue; 
divine honours were paid, and altars creed to 
His memory, for the encouragement of thoſe 
Who attempted to imitate his example; and 
hence aroſe the heathen mythology, hich is no 
other than a collection of extravagant Rom- 
ance. - As learning advanced, and genius re- 
ceived cultivation, thefe ſtories were embel- 


liſhed with the graces of poetry, that they 


might the better recommend themſelves to the 
attention; they were ſung in public, at feſti- 

vals, for the inſtruction and delight of the 
audience; and rehearſed before battle as in- 
centives to deeds of glory. Thus tragedy and 
the epic muſe were born; ana in the progreſs 
of taſte, arrived at perfection. —It is no 
wonder, that the antients could not reliſh a 
fable in proſe, after they had ſeen fo many re- 
markable events celebrated in verſe by their 
beit. poets 3 We therefore bnd no romances 

among them, during the ra of their excel - 

i2nce, uuleſs the Cyropzdia of Xenophon may 
be 0 called; and it was not till arts and 
ſeiences began to revive, after the eruption of 
the Barbarians i into Europe, that any thing of 
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were debauched by the impoſition of price a 
craft to the moſt abſurd pitch of credulity ; 
the authors of romance aroſe, and loſing ght 


of probability, filled their perfomances with 


the moſt monſtrous hyperboles. If they could 
not equal the antient poets in point of genius, 
they were reſolved to excel them in fiction, 
and applied to the wonder rather than the 
judgement of their readers. Accordingly 
they brought Necromancy to their aid, and 
inſtead of ſupporting the character of their 
heroes, by dignity of ſentiment and practice, 
diſtinguiſhed them by their bodily ſtrength, 
activity and extravagance. of behaviour. Al- 
though nothing could be more ludicrous and 
unnatural than the figures they drew, they 
did not want patrons and admirers, and the 
world actually began to be infected with: the 
ſpirit of knight-errantry, When. Cervantes, by 
an inimitable piece of ridicule, reformed the 
taſte of mankind, repreſenting cbivalry in the 


right point of view, and converting romance 


to purpoſes far me ret uſeful and entertaining, 
by making it aſſume the ſock, and point out 
the follies of ordinary life. | 

The: ſame: method has been practiſed by 
other Spanith and French authors, and by 
none more ſucceſsfully than by Monſieur Le 
Sage, who, in his adventures of Gil Blas, has 
deſcribed the knavery and foibles of life, with 
infinite humour and ſagacity. The following 
ſneets I have modelled on his plan, taking the 
liberty, however, to differ from him in the 


4 56") 


execution, where I thought his particular- 
fituations were uncommon, extravagant, or 
pecuilar to the country in which the ſcene is 
laid. ——The diſgraces of Gil Blas, are, for 
the moſt part, ſuch as rather excite mirth 
than compaſſion; he himſelf laughs at them 
and his tranftions from diſtreſs to happineſs, 
or, at leaſt , eaſe, are fo ſudden, that neither the 
reader has time to pity him, nor himſelf to be 
acquainted with affliction. —This conduct, in 
my opinion, not only deviates from probabili- 
ty, but prevents that generous indignation, 
which ought to animate the reader againſt 
the ſordid and vicious diſpoſition of the world. 
J have attempted to repreſent modeſt merit, 
ſtruggling with every difficulty to which a 
friendleſs orphan is expoſed, from his own 
want of- experience, as well as from the fel- 
liſhneſs, envy, malice, and baſe indifference 
of mankind.— To ſecure a favourable prepoſ- 
ieſhon, I have allowed him the advantages of: 
birth and education, Which, in the ſeries of 
his misfortunes, will, I hope, engage the in- 


genuous more warmly in his behalf: and 


tho ugh I foreſee, that ſome people will be 
oFended at the mean ſcenes in which he is in- 


volved, I perſuade myſelf the judicious will 


not only perceive the neceſſity of defcribing 
thoſe {ituations to which he muſt of courſe be 
confined in his low eſtate 5 but alſo find en- 


tertainment in viewing thoſe parts of life, where | 


the humours and paſſions are undiſguiſed by 
attectation, ceremony or education; and the 
whimſic:) peculiarities of diſpoftion appear 
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as nature has implanted them. But IbelieveT 
need not trouble myfelf in vindicating a prac- 
tice authorized by the beſt v vriters in this 
way, ſome of whom. 1 have already named. 

Every intelligent reader will, at firſt ſight, 
perceive I have not deviated From! nature, in 
the facts, which are all true in the main, al- 
though the circumſtances are altered and diſ- 
guiſed to avoid perſonal ſatire. 

It now remains to give wy reaſons for mak- 
ing the chief perſonage of this work, a North 
Briton 3 which are chieffy theſe : I could at a 
fmall expence beſtow on him ſuch education 


as I thought the dignity of his birth and cha- 


rater required, which could not poſhbly be 
obtained in England, by ſuch flender means 
as the nature of my plan would afford. In 
the next place, I could repreſent ſimplicity 
of manners in a remote part of the kingdom, 
with more propriety, than in any place near 
the capital: And laſtly, the diſpoſition of 
the Scots, addicted to travelling, juſtiſies my 
eondudct in deriving an adventurer from that 
country. 
That the delicate reader may not be oſfend- 
ed at the unmeaning oaths which proceed 
from the mouths of ſome perſons in theſe me- 
moirs, I beg leave to premite, that I imagined 
nothing could more effectually expoſe the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch miſerable expletives, than a 
natural and verbal repreſentation of the diſ- 
courſe with Which the; are commonly inter- 


tarded. | 3 0 
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Young painter indulging a vein of 
pleafantry, ſxetched a kind of conver- | 
ſation p icce, repreſenting a bear, an owl, a 
monkey, and an afs; and to render it more 
ſtriking, humorous, and moral, diſtinguiſhed 
every figure by ſome emblem of human life. 
Bruin was exhibited in the garb and atti- 
tude. of an. old, tcothleſs, drunken ſoldier; 7 
the ow! perched upon. the handle of a coffee- 
| pot, with ſpeQtacle on noſe, ſeemed to con 
emplate 2 news- paper; and the als, orna- 
0 mented with a huge tie-wig, (which however, 
could;not conceal his long ears) fat for his 
| picture to the monkey, who appeared with | 
the implements of painting. This whimfical - 7 


| groupe attorded ſome mirth, and met with 
| | general approbation, until ſome miſchievous 
wag hinted that the whole was alampoon upy 

on the friends-of the performer: an infinua- 
I | tion which was no ſooner circulated, than 

| 

| 

| 


| thoſe very people who applauded it before, 
began to be alarmed, and even to fancy them- 


j : g 
| ſelves ignited by the feveral figures of the - 
piece. | 
| | Among others, a worthy perſonage in 
| ö | years, who had ſerved in the army with repu- : 
| | tation, being incenſed at the ſuppoſed out- 7 
| rage, repaired to the lodgings of the painter, 


||| and finding bim at home, © Heark ye, Mr 


APO LL DS Vir +9 


* Monkey, faid he, I have a good mind to 


„ © convince you, that tho? the bear has loſt his 
27 teeth, he retains his paws, and that be is 
not ſo drunk but that he can perceive your 


1 1 8 impertinence — Sblood! fir, that toothleſs 


jaw is a damn'd ſcandalous libel—but don't 


you imagine me ſo chopfallen, as not to be 


7 © able to "chew the cud-of reſentment.” — 
= Here he was interrupted by the arrival of a 
learned phyfician, who, advancing to the cul- 
prit with fury in his aſpect, exclaimed, 
= © Suppoſe the augmentation of the aſs's ears 
> © ſhould prove the diminution of the ba- 


2? © boow's—navy, - ſeck not to prey raricate, for, 


by the beard of Aſculapius! there is not 
7 © one hair in thisperriwig that will not and 
up in judgment to convict thee of perſonal 


= © pitiful little. fellow has copied the very 
= <: cur!s—the colour, indeed, is different, but 
3 then the form and foretop are quite ſimi- 
lar.“ While he thus remonſtrated in a 
train of vociferation, a venerable Senator 
entered, and waddling up to the delinquent, 

<rFackanapes | cried he, twill now let thee 
© Tee I can read ſomething iſe than a news 

paper, and that without the help of ſpecta- 


ſor money, which if I had not advan ced, 
== < you yourfelf would have reſembled an ow), 
4 in not daring to ſhew your face by day, you 
Wy © ungratcful flanderous knave 

ln wan the aoniſhed Painter declared, 


= * abuſe—Do but «obſerve, captain, how this. 


9 cles - here is your own note of hand, ſirrah, 


— 


10 APD L- © 8 


that he had no intention to give offence, or 
to characteriſe particular perſons: they af- 
firmed the reſemblance was too palpable to 
be overlooked; they taxed him with inſo- 
lence, mahce, and ingratitude; and their 
clamours being overheard by the public, the 
Captain was a bear, the Doctor an aſs, and 
the Senator an owl to his dying day. 
Chriſtian Reader, 1 beſeech thee, in the 
bowels of the Lord, remember this example, 
while thou art employed in the peruſal of the 
following ſheets 5 and ſeek not to appropriate 


to thyſelf that which equally belongs to five 
hundred different people. If thou ſhouldſt 


meet with a character that reflects thee in 
ſome ungracious particular, keep thy own 
counſel; conſider that one feature makes not 
a face, and that tho' thou art, perhaps, diſtin- 
guiſhed by a bottle-noſe, twenty of thy 
N cares may be in the ſame predicament. 
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3 AP. I. Of my Birth and Parentage. 1 


1 H X 


FONTENTS 


OF. THE 


FIRST YOLUME. 


CHAP. II. grow up 
hated by my relations ſent to ſchool 
neglected by my Grand-father—maltreated 
by my maſter --- ſeaſoned to adverſity—- 
form cabals againſt the pedant- debarred 
acceſs to my grand-father—hunted by his 
heir demoliſh the teeth of his tutor. 7 


an 


HAP. III. My mother's brother arrives — 


relieves me a deſcription of him— 
goes along with me to the houſe of my 
grand-father 1s encountered by his 


q 


dogs —- defeats them after a bloody en- 


gagement—15s admitted to the old gentle- 
man a dialogue between them, 12 
HAP. IV. My grand-father makes his 

will Our ſecond viſit — he dies 
his will is read in preſence of all his living 
deſcendants —— the diſappointment of 


all my female couſins my uncle's 
behaviour, 18 


Vol. I. b 


Xi %% TT 
CHAP. V. The ſchool-maſter uſes me bar- 


barcuſly——1I form a project of revenge, 
in which I am aſſiſted by my uncle— I 
leave the village — am ſettled in an uni- 
verſity by his generoſity. 23 
CHAP. VI. I make great progreſs in my 
ſtudies— am careſſed by every body — 
my female couſins take notice of me — 1 
reject their invitation they are in- 
cenſed and conſpire againſt me —— I am 
left deſtitute by a misfortune that befals 
my uncle Gawky's treachery —— my 
revenge. 30 
CHAP. VII. I am entertained by Mr Crab 


a deſcription of him -— J acquire the art 


of ſurgery — confult Crab's diſpoſition 
become neceſſary to him —-an accident 
happens — he adviſes me to launch out 


Fo) 

; 

* þ 
. 1 


into the world aſſiſts me with money 


I fet out for London. 39 
CHAP. VIII. I arrive at Newcaſile- 


meet with my old fchool- fellow Strap 


we determine to walk in company to Lon- 


don ſet out on our journey put up 


at a ſolitary ale-houte——are diſturbed by 


a ſtrange adventure in the night. 48 


CHAP. IX. We proceed on our journey — . 
are overtaken by an highwayman who fires | 
at Strap; is prevented from ſhooting me 


by a company of horſemen, who ride in 
purſuit of him — Strap is put to bed at 


an inn— adventures at that inn. 58 
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CHAP. XII. 


ger of loſing a meal 


CHAP. XIII. 


CONTELNED Kii 


CH AP. X. The highwayman is 4 


we are detained as evidences againſt him — 
proceed to the next village — he eſcapes 
we arrive at another inn, where we go to 
bed in the night we are awaked by 
a dreadful adventure — next night we 
lodge at the houſe of a ſchool- maſter 


our treatment there. 65 
CHAP. XI. We deſery the waggon 
get into it arrive at an inn — our 


fellow-travellers deſcribed a miſtake 
is committed by Strap, which produces 
ſtrange things. Gy + 
Captain Weazel challenges 
Strap, who declines the combat —— an 
affair between the captain and me 
the uſurer is fain to give Mifs Jenny five 
uineas for a releaſe - we are in dan- 
the behaviour of 
Weazel, Jenny and Joey on that occahon— 
an account of captain Weazel and his lad 
the captain's courage tried Iſaac's 
mirth at the captain's expence 82 
Strap and J are terrified by 
an apparition -—--- Strap's conjecture — 
the myſtery explained by Joey, — we ar- 
rive at London our dreſs and appear. 
ance deſcribed —we are inſulted in the 
{treet — an adventure in the ale-houſe 
—we are impoſed upon by a waggith 
footman— ſet to rights by a tobacconiſt — 
take lodgings dive for a dinner - an acci- 
dent at our ordinary. 93 
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CHAP. XIV. We viſit Strap's friend—- 


a deſcription of him—his advice—we go 
to Mr Cringer's houſe—are denied admit- 
tance—an accident befals Strap—his beha- 
viour thereupon—an extraordinary adven- 
ture occurs, in the courſe of which I loſe 
all my money. 102 


CHAP. XV. Strap moralizes—preſents his 


purt t me- ve inform our landlord of my 
mis! r ane, who unravels the myſtery— 
I preient myſelf to Cringer—he recom- 
mends and turns me over to Mr. Staytape 


El become acquainted with a fellow de- 


pendant, who explains the characters of 
Cringer and Staytape—and informs me of 
the method to be purfued at the Navy-of- 
ſice and Surgeon's-hall — Strap is em- 
ployed. | 111 


CHAP. XVI. My new acquaintance breaks 


an appointment—1 proceed, by myſelf to 
the Navy- office — addrefs myſelf to a per- 
ſon there, who aſſiſts me with his advice 
J write to the board - they grant me 


a letter to the Surgeons at the Hall—4 


am informed of the beau's name and cha- 
racter-——- I find him — be makes me 
his confident in an amour deſires me 
to pawn my linen, for his occaſions----- [ 
recover what lent him—— ſome curious 


obſervations of Strap on that occaſion - — 


his vanity. [20 


CHAP. AVH.--L to Surgeon's-hall, 


« here 1 mcet with Mr Jackſon I am exa- 


+ 8 


= CHAP. XVIII. I 8 my qualification to 
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mined — a fierce diſpute ariſes between 
two of the Examiners - 


Jackſon diſ- 
guiſes himſelf to attract reſpet——is de- 


tected in hazard of being ſent to Bride- 
well he treats.us at a tavern - carries us 


to a night- houſe - a troubleſome adventure 


there —Wwe are committed to. the Round- 


houſe - carried before a juſt: ice his beha- 
viour. 132 


the Navy- office the nature of it the be- 
haviour of the f t—y Strap's concern 
for my abſence a battle betwixt him and 
a blackſmith- the troubletome conſequen- 


ces of it —his harangue to me- his friend 


the ſchool-maſter recommends me to a 
French apothecary, who entertains me as 
a journeyman. 143 


tire chender of Mr Lave- 


ment, his Wife and dau, gbter—ſome anec- 
dotes of the family the mother and 
daughter rivals —| am guilty of a miſtake 
that. gives me preſent ſatisfaction, but is at- 
tended with troubleſome conſequences 152 


CHAP. XX. Iam aſſaulted and dangerouſly 


wounded -I ſuſpect Odonnell, and am con- 


farmed in my opinion I concerted a ſeheme 


of revenge, and put it in execution Odon- 
nel robs bis own ſervant, and difappears-—1 
make my addreſſes to a lady, and am mira- 
culouſty delicered f rom her inare. 161 


CH AP . XX1. Squire Gewky comes to 


lodge with my ter — is involved in a 


CT UN 1 & KN 0: 8. 


troubleſome affair, out of which he is extri- 
cated by me —he marries my maſter's 
daughter they conſpire againſt me—l am 
found guilty of theft—diſcharged - deſert- 
ed by my friends -I hire a room in St. 
Giles's—where, byaccident, I find the lady 
to whom I made my addreſſes, in amiſerable 


condition relieve her. 169 
CHAP. XXII. The His rox of Mifs 
WILLIAMS. 182 


CHAP. XXIII. She is interrupted by a 
bailiff, who arreſts, and carries her to the 
Marſhalſea—l accompany ber—bring wit- 


named in the writ—the bailiff is fain to give 


our lodging ſhe reſumes her ſtory and 
| ends it-—my reflections thereupon—ihe 
makes me acquainted with the progreſs of a 
common woman of the town—relolves to 
quit that way of life. 198 


©, 11 CHAP. XXIV. I am reduced to great mi- 


ſery—aſfaulted on Power-hill by a preſs- 
gang, who put me on board a tender—m 

uſuage there--my arrival on board of the 
Thunder man of war, where I am put in 
Irons, and afterwards.releaſed by the good 
offices of Mr. Thomſon, who recommends 


his own ſtory, and makes me acquainted 
with the characters of the captain, ſurgeon, 
and firſt mate. 215 


neſſes to prove ſhe is not the fame perſon 


her a preſent, and diſcharge her- we ſhift 


me as aſſiſtant to the on oe relates 
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= ſick. 
0 H AP. XXVI. 


0 happens to me in the diſcharge of my of- 


XV11 


0 cur. XXV. The behaviour of Mr Mor- 
can — his pride, diſpleaſure and generoſity 
—the œconomy of our mels deſcribed 


Thomſon's further friendſhip - the nature 
of my duty explained—the ſituation of the 

226 
A diſagreeable accident 


fice—Morgan's noſe 1s offended—a dia- 


Es logue between him and the ſhip's ſteward 


4 upon examination, I find more cauſes of 


complaint tnan one - my hair is cut off— 


Morgan's cookery—the manner of ſleeping 
on board—I am waked in the night by a 
dreadful noiſe. 232 
char XXVII. I acquire the friendſhip 
of the ſurgeon, who procures a warrant for 
me, and makes me a preſent of cloaths—a 
battle between a midſhipman and me—the 
{ſurgeon leaves the ſhip—the captain comes 
on board with another ſurgeon —a dia- 
logue between the captain and Morgan— 
the ſick are ordered to be brought upon the 
quarter-deck and examined—the confe- 


tA quences of that order—a madman accuſes 


Morgan, and is ſet at liberty by command 


F of the captain, whom he inſtantly attacks 
* 1 and pummels without mercy. 


238 
HA P. n, The captain enraged, 
threatens to put the madman to death with 


his own hand-—is diverted from that reſo- 
lution by the arguments and perſuaſions 
of the firſt lieutenant and ſurgeon —— 
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we ſet ſail for St Helens, j join the fleet un- 
der the command of Sir:C-:n—r O le, 
and proceed for the Weſt-Indies ; are o- 
vertaken by a terrible tempeſt ——----my 
fr.end Jack Rattlin bas bis leg broke by a 
fall from the main- yard the behaviour 
of doctor Mackſhane Jack oppoſes 
the amputation of his limb, in which che is 
ſeconded by Morgan and me, who under- 
take the cure, and perform it lucceſeful. 
ly. 248 
'CH AP, XXIX. "Mackſhane' 8 malice 
I am taken up and impriſoned for a ſpy — 
Morgan meets with the ſame fate 


| Thomſon is tampered with to turn evi- 
[ | _ dence againſt us — diſdains the propoſal, 
ll and is maltreated for his integrity 
Fl Morgan is releaſed to aſſiſt the ſurgeon 
10 during an engagement with ſome French 
||| __ ſhips of war--1 remain fettered on the 
Ill poop, expoſed to the enemy's ſhot, and 
fl grow delirious with fear - am com- 
Wei - forted after the battle b Morgan, who 
_- 111 | ſpeaks freely of the captain; is overheard | ; 
| | It by the centinel, who informs againſt him, i 
| ll li and again impriſoned --- Thomſon grows 
3 Wil deſperate, and notwithſtanding the remon- 15 
M ſtrances of Morgan and me, goes overboard "a 
| I BY in the night, 255 
Will CHAP. XXX. We lament over the fate of 4 
It our companion - the captain offers 3 
0 es, hg an his Wen which he refuſes to ac- I 
10 cept we are brought before bim and 4 
Il 
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CON-TENSTYTS. oe 
and examined Morgan | 1s ſent back to 
cuſtody, whither alſo I am remanded after 
a curious trial. 262 
I diſcover a ſubbornation 

againſt me, by means of a quarrel between 
two of the evidences; in confequence of 
which I am ſet at liberty, and prevail upon 
Morgan to accept of his freedom on the 


other ſtrengths near Bocca Chica, and take 
poſſeſſion of the harbour The good 
conſequence of this ſucceſs We move 
nearer the town find two fprts de- 


> fame terms Mackſhane's malice 
wee arrive at Jamaica, from whence in a 
mort time we beat up to Hiſpaniola, in 
© conjunction with the Weſt India ſquadron 
We take in water, fail again, and 
E arrive at Carthagena—reflections on our 
Conduct there. "272 
* 1 © CHAP. XXXII. Our land forces being dif- 
-* embarked, erect a faſeine battery-— our 
ſimip is ordered, with four more, to batter 
2 the fort of Böen Chica Mackſhane's 
cCowardice the chaplain's phrenzy— 
> honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand ——his he- 
> roiſm, and refleCtions on the battle 
Crampley's behaviour to me during the 
heat of the fights 277 
4 | CHAP. XXXIII. A breach being made in 
the walls, our ſoldiers give the aſſault, take 
> the place without oppoſition our ſailors 
at the ſame time become maſters of all the 


terted, and the channel blocked up with 
6 


by 


xx n 


funk veſſels; which however we found 
means to clear land our ſoldiers at 
La Quinta-——— repulle a body of militia 
attack the caſtle of St Lazar, and 

are forced to retreat with great loſs | 
the remains of out army are re- imbarked 
an effort of the admiral to take the town— 
the economy of our expedition defcrib- 
ed. 284 
CHAP. XXXIV. An epidemic fever rages 
among us we abandon our conqueſt 
Lam ſeized with the diſtemper, write 
a petition to the captain, which is rejected 
— IL am in danger of ſuffocation through 
the malice of Crampley——relieved by a 
ferjeant — my fever increaſes—the chap- 


lain wants to confeſs me-—— I obtain a fa- 


vourable criſis—-- Morgan's affection for 
me proved —— the behaviour of Mackſhanc 
and Crampley towards me Captain 
Oakhum is removed into another ſhip With 
his beloved doctor our new captain 
deſcribed an adventure of Morgan. 291 


CHAP. XXXV. Captain Whiffle fends for 


me his ſituation deſcribed—— his ſur- 
geon arrives, preſcribes for him, and puts 
him to bed—a bed is put up for Mr Sim- 
per contiguous to the ſtate room, Which, 
with the other parts of the captain's beha- 2 
viour, give the ſhip's company a very untfa- 
. yourable idea of their. commander — } 
am detained in the Weſt-Indies, by the ad- 
miral, and go on board the Lizard floop of 
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War, in quality of ſurgeon” s mate, where I 
make myſelf known to the ſurgeon, who 
treats me very kindly —-I go on ſhore, 
ſell my ticket, purchatc necellaries, and at 
my return on board, am lurprized at the 
ſight of Crampley, w by 3 is appointed licute- 
nant of the floop—we ſail on a cruiſe 
take a prize, in which J arrive at port Ma- 
ront, under the command of my meſs- 


mate, with whom I live in great harmo- 


393 
XXXVI. A ſtrange adventure in 


conſequence of enam extremely hap- 
py- Crampley does me ill oinces with the 
captain: but his malice is defeated by the 
good nature and friendihip of the ſurgeon 
—we return to Port Royal --our captain 
gets the command of a larger ſhip, and is 
ſucceeded by an old man- Pray is provide 
ed for—we receive orders to fail for Eng- 
land; 310 
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. 
Of my Birth and Parentage. 


WAS born in the northern part of this Unit- 
ed Kingdom, in the houſe of my grand-fa- 
her, a gentleman of conſiderable fortune and 
influence, who had on many occaſions ſignalized 
y himſelf in behalf of his country; and was re, 
I markable for his abilities in the law, which he 
"MExerciſed with great ſucceſs, in quality of a 
i Judge, particularly againſt beggars, for whom 
} . had a ſingular averſion. 
My father, his youogelt ſon, fell in love with 
poor relation, who lived with the old gentle- 
man, and performed the office of houſe- keeper, 
Fhom he privately eſpouſed; of which marriage 
am the firſt fruit. — During her pregnancy, a 
Wream diſcompoſed my mother ſo much, that my 
Ather, tired with her importunity, at laſt con- 
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Of my Birth and Parentage. 


WAS born in the northern part of this Unit- 
1 ed Kingdom, in the houſe of my grand-fa- 
ther, a gentleman of conſiderable fortune and 
influence, who had on many occaſions ſignalized 
himſelf in behalf of his country ; and was re- 
markable for his abilities in the law, which he 
exerciſed with great ſucceſs, in quality of a 
judge, particularly againſt beggars, for whom 
he had a ſingular averſion. 

My father, his youogelt ſon, fell in love with 
a poor relation, who lived with the old gentle- 
man, and performed the office of houie-keeper, 
whom he privately eſpouſed ; of which marriage 
I am the firſt fruit.—During her pregnancy, a 
dream diſcompoſed my mother ſo much, that my 
father, tired with her importunity, at laſt con- 
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ſulted a ſeer, whoſe favourable interpretation he 
would have ſecured before-hand by a bribe, but 
found him incorruptible. She dreamed foe was 
delivered of a tennis-ball, whick the devil (who, 
to her great ſurprize, acted the part of a mid- 
wife) ſtruck ſo forcibly with a racket, that it 
diſappeared in an inſtant; and ſhe was for ſome 
time inconſolable for the loſs of her off-ſpring.; 
when all of a ſudden, ſhe beheld it return with 
equal violence, and earth itſelf beneath her feet, 
whence immediately ſprung up a gcodly-tree co- 
vered with bloſſoms, the ſcent of which opera- 
ted ſo ſtrongly on her nerves that ſhe awoke.— 
The attentive ſage, after ſome deliberation at- 
ſured my parents, that their firſt born would be 
a great traveller, that he would undergo many 
dangers and difficulties, and at laſt return to his 
native land, where he would flouriſh with great 
reputation and happineſs. — How truly this was 
foretold, will appear in the ſequel. It was not 
long before ſome officious perſon informed m 

grandfather of familiarities that paſted between 
his ſon and houſe-keeper, which alarmed him 
ſo much, that, a few days after, he told my fa- 
ther it was high time for him to enter into the 
holy ſtate of matrimony, and that he had pro- 
vided a match for him, to which he could in ju- 
{tice have no objections. My father, finding it 
would be impoſſible to conceal his ſituation much 
longer, frankly owned what he had done; and 
excuſed himſelf for not having aſked the conſent 
of his father, by ſaying, he knew it would be to 
no purpoſe ; and that, had his inchnations been 
known, my grandfather might have taken ſuck 
meaſures as would have eflectually put the gra- 
tiücation of it out of his power: he added, that 
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no exception could be made to his wife's virtuc, 
birth, beauty, and good fenſe; and as for for- 
tune, it was bencath his confideration. — The old 
gentleman, who kept all his paſſions (except one) 
in excellent order, heard him to an eud with great 
temper; and then calmly aſked, how he pro- 

oled to maintain himfelf and ſpouſe ?2—He re- 
plied, he could be in no danger of wanting while 
his father's tenderneſs remained, which he and 
his wife would always cheriſh with the utmoſt 
veneration; that he was perſuaded his allowance 
would be ſuitable to the dignity and circumſtan- 
ces of his family, and the proviſion already made 
to his brothers and filters, who were happily 
ſettled under his protection. Your brothers and 
ſiſters, ſaid my grandfather, did not think it be- 
neath them to conſult me in an affair of ſuch im- 
portance as matrimony ; neither (I ſuppoſe }vwould 


you have omitted that piece of duty, had you not. 


{ſome ſecret fund in reſerve, to the comforts ot. 
which I leave you, with a defire that you wil! 
this night ſeek out another habitation for your- 
ſelf and wife, whither in a ſhort time I will ſend 
you an account of the expence I have been at 
in your education, with a view of being re- im- 
burſed.— Sir, you have made the grand tour— 


you are a polite gentleman—a very pretty gen- 


tleman I wiſh you a great deal of joy, and am 
your very humble ſervant. So ſaying, he left my 


father in a ſituation eaſily tobe imagined. How- 


ever he did not long heſitate; for being per- 
ſectly well acquainted with his father's diſpoſiti- 


on, he did not doubt that he was glad of this 


pretence to get rid of him; and as his reſol- 
ves were invariable, like the laws of the Medes 


and Perſians, he knew it would be to no pur- 
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pole to attempt him by ' prayers and entrea- 
ties; ſo without any farther application, he 
betook himſelf with his diſconſolate bed-fel- 
low, to a farm houſe, where an old ſervant 
of his mother's dwelt ; there they remained 
ſome time in a ſituation but ill adapted to the 
elegance of their defires and tendernefs of their 
love; which nevertheleſs my father endured, ra- 
ther than ſupplicate an unnatural and inflexible 
parent: but my mother forſeeing the inconve- 
ntencies ſhe would be expofed to, if ſhe mult be 
delivered in this place (and her pregnancy was 


very far advanced) without communicating her 


deſign to her huſband, went in difguiſe to the 
houfe of my grandfather, hoping that her tears 
and condition would move him to compaſſion, 
and reconcile him to an event which could not 
otherwiſe be amended. —She found means to 
deceive the ſervants, and was introduced as an un- 
fortunate lady, who wanted to complain of fome 
matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfa- 
ther's particular province to decide in all caſes 
of ſcandal. She was accordingly admitted into 
his preſence, where diſcovering herſelf, ſhe fetl 
at his feet, and in the molt affecting manner im- 
plored his forgivenefs; at the ſame time, repre— 
ſenting the danger that threatened not only her 
life, but that of his own grandchild which was 
about to fee the light. —He told her, he was 
ſorry that the indiſcretion of her and his ſon had 
compelled him to make a vow, which put it out 
of his power to give them any aſliltance —That 
he had already imparted his thoughts on that 
ſabject to her huſband, and was ſurprized that 
they ſhould diſturb his peace with any further 
importunity.— This ſaid, he retired. —— The 
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violence of my mother's affliction had ſuch an 
effect on her conſtitution, that ſhe was immedi- 
ately ſcized with the pains of childbed ; and 
had not an old maid ſervant to whom ſhe was 
very dear, afforded her pity and aſſiſtance, at the 
hazard of incurring my grandfather” s diſplea- 
ſure, the and the innocent fruit of her womb muſt 
have fallen miſerable victims to his rigour and 
inhumanity.— By the friendſhip of this poor 
woman, ſhe was carried up to a garret, and im- 
mediately delivered of a man child, the tory of 
whoſe unfortunate birth he himſelf now relates. 
My father being informed, of what had 
happened, flew to the embraces of his darling 
ſpouſe, and while he loaded his off: ſpring with 
paternal careſſes, could not forbear ſhedding a 
flood of tears, on beholding the dear partner 
of his heart (for whoſe eaſe he would have ſa- 
criſiced the treaſures of the eaſt) ftretched upon 
a flock-bed, in a miſerable apartment, unable to 
protec} her from the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the 
old gentleman was ignorant of what paſſed, 
though he affected to know nothing of the mat- 
ter, and pretended to be very much ſurpriſed, 
when the ſon of his deceaſed eldett ſon, a pert 
boy, who lived with him as his heir apparent, 
acquainted him with the affair; he determined 
therefore to preſerve no medium, but immedi- 
ately (on the third day after the delivery) ſent 
her a peremptory order to be gone, and turned 
off the ſervant who had preſerved her life. This 
behaviour ſo exaſperated my father, that he had 
recourſe to the moſt dreadful imprecations, and 
on his bare knees implored that heaven would 
renounce him, if ever he ſho2ld forget or for- 
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ive the barbarity of his Sire. The injuries 
which this unhappy mother received from her 
removal in ſuch circumſtances, and the want of 
neceſſaries where ſhe lodged, together with her 

orief and anxiety of mind, ſoon threw her into 
a languiſhing diforder, which put an end to her 


life. My father who loved her tenderly, was ſo 
affected with her death, that he remained ſix 
weeks deprived of his ſenſes; during which 
time, the people where he lodged, carried the 
infant to the old man, who relented ſo far, n 
hearing the melancholy ſtory of his daughter- in- 
law's death, and the deplorable condition of his | 
ſon, that he ſent the child to nurſe, and ordered 
my father to be carried home to his houſe, i 
where he ſoon recovered the uſe of his reaſon. 
— Whether this hard-hearted judge felt any re- 
morſe for his cruel treatment of his fon and“ 
daughter; or (which is more propable) was 3 
afraid] his character would ſuffer in the neigh⸗ 3 
bourhood ; he profeſſed great ſorrow for his“ 


conduct to my father, whoſe delirium was ſuc- 
ceeded by a profound melancholy, and reſerve. 


At length he diſappeared, and notwithſtanding ö 


all imaginable inquiry, could never be heard ot, 


which confirmed moſt people in the opinion of : 
his having made away with himſelf in a fit of | 
deſpair.— How 1 underſtood the particulars of 


my. births, will appenr in the cour fe of theſe me- 
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T grow u -m bated by y my rel: tions ſen: ts ſchool —ne- 
"olete; by my gran"f ale m. eltreated by my mn. er 
Feaſoned to adverſity-—furn: cabals agu % the fedant — 
debarred acceſs to my erandjather—bunted by bis heir— 
de moliſh the tceth of his tutor. 


Fi Herr were not wanting ſome, who ſuſpect- 
ed my uncles of being concerned in my fa- 


ther's fate, on the ſuppoſition that they would all 


ſhare in the patrimony deſtined for him: and this 
conjecture ſeemed ſupported by retiecting, that 


in all his calamities they never difcorered the 


leaſt inclination to ſerve him; but, on the con- 


trary, by all the artißces in their power, fed his 


father's reſentment, and ſtrengthened his reſolu- 
tion of leaving bim to miſery and want. — But 


people of judgment treated this inſinuation as 


an idle chimera; becauſe had my relations been 
ſo wieked as to conſult their intereſt by commit- 
ting ſuch an attrocious crime, the fate of my 


father would have extended to me too, whoſe 


life was another obſtacle to their expectation.— 
Mean while, I grew apace, and as I ſtrongly re- 
ſembled my father who was the darling of the 


tenants, I wanted nothing which their indigent 


circumitances could afford: but their favour was 


a weak reſource againlt the zealous enmity of my 
coulins; who, the more my infancy promiſed, 

conceived che more implacable ad againſt 
me; and before I was lix years of age, had fo 
effectually blockaded my grandfather, that J 
never ſaw him but by ſtealth: when I ſometimes 
made up to his chair as he ſat to view his labour- 


ers in the field, on which occaſttons, he would 
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ſtroak my head, bid me be a good boy, and 


promiſe he would take care of me I was ſoon 
after ſent to ſchool at a village hard by, of which 3 
he had been dictator time out of mind: but 
as he neither paid for my board, nor ſupplied 
me with cloaths, books, and other neceſſaries I 
requized, my condition was very. ragged and 
contemptivle, and the ſchool- maſter, who 8 
through fear of my grandfather, taught me WW 
gratis, gave himſelf no concern about the pro- 
greſs I made under his inſtruction. — In ſpite of 
all theſe difficulties and diſgraces, I became a good 
proficient in the Latin tongue : and as ſoon as 


I could write tolerably, peſtered my grandfather 


with letters to ſuch a degree, that he: ſent formy B 


maſter, and chid him ſeverely for beſtowing ſuch 
pains on my education, telling him, that if ever b 


I ſhould be brought to the gallows for forgery, 


which he had taught me to commit, my blood I 


ſhould lie on his head. The pedant, who 
dreaded nothing more than the diſpleaſure of 
his. patron, aſſured his honour that the boy's 
abilities were more owing to his own genius and 
application, than to any inſtruction or encou- 
ragement he received; that although he could 
not diveſt him of the knowledge he had already 
1mbibed, unleſs he would empower him to dif- 
able his fingers, he ſhould endeavour with 
G- d's help, to prevent his future improve- 
ment. And indeed, he punctually performed 
what he had undertaken : for, on pretence that 
I had wrote impertinent letters to my grand- 
father, he cauſed a boarchto be made with five 
holes init, through which he thruſt the fingers and 
thumb of, my right hand, and faſtened it by 
whip-cord to my wriſt, in ſuch a manner, that 
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I was effectually debarred the uſe of my pen. 


Put this reftraint I was freed from in a few 


1 days, by an accident which happened in a quar- 
rel between me and another boy, who taking 


upon him to inſult my poverty, I was ſo in- 
cenſed at this ungenerous reproach, that with 
one ttroke of my machine, 1 cut' him to the 
ſkull, to the great terror of myſelf and ſchoo!- 


; | fellows, who left him bleeding on the ground, 


-nd ran to inform the maſter of what had hap - 
pened. I was ſo ſeverelv puniſhed for this tret- 
paſs, that, were I to live to the age of Methu- 
falem, the impreſſion it made on me would not 


be effaced; no more than the antipathy and 


horror I conceived for the mercileſs tyrant who 


2X inflicted it. The contempt which my appear- 
XX ance naturally produced in all who ſaw me, the 
2X continual wants I was expoſed to, and my own 
XX haughty diſpoſition, impatient of affronts, in- 


volved me in a thouſand troubleſome adven- 


| tures, by which I was at length inured to ad- 


verſity, and emboldened to undertakings far a- 
bove my years. I was often inhumanly ſcour- 
ged for crimes I did not commit, becauſe ha- 
ving the character of a vagabond in the village, 
every piece of miſchief whoſe author lay un- 
known, was charged upon me. I have been 
found guilty of robbing orchards I never enter- 
ed, of killing cats I never hurted, of ſtealiug 
gingerbread | never touched, and of abuſing old 
women I never faw.—— Nay, a ſtammering car- 
penter had eloquence enough to perſuade my 
maſter, that I fired a piſtol loaded with ſmall ſhot 
into his window; though my landlady and the 


whole family bore witneſs, that I was a- bed falt 
aſleep at the time when this outrage was com- 
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mitted.— I was flogged for having narrowly ef. 
caped drowning, by the ſinking of a ferry-boat 
in which I was a-paſſenger. Another time, for 
having recovered of a bruiſe occaſioned by à 
horſe and cart running over me. A third time, 


fer being bit by a baker's dog. In ſhort, whe- | 


ther I was guilty, or unfortunate, the venge- 
ance and ſympathy of this arbitrary pedagogue 


were the ſame. Far from being ſubdued by this I 


iuferpal uſage, my indignation triumphed over 
that Naviſh awe which had hitherto enforced 


my obedience ; and the more my years and 


knowledge increaſed, the more 1 perceived the 
injuſtice and barbarity of his behaviour. By 
the help of an uncommon genius, and the advice 
and direction of our uſher, who had ſerved my 
father in his travels, I made a ſurpriſing pro- 

reſs in the claſhes, writing and arithmetic ; 
A that before I was twelve vears old, I was 
confeſſedly the beſt ſcholar in the ſchool 3 this 
qualification, together with a boldneſs of tem- 
per, and frength of make, which had ſubjected 
almoſt all my cotemporaries, gave me ſuch in- 
fluence over them, that I began to form cabals 
againſt my perſecutor; and. was in hopes of be- 
ing able to bid him defiance in a very ſhort 
tzme—Being at. the head of a faction conſiſting 
of thirty boys, moſt of them my, own age, I 
was determined to put their metal to trial, that 
I might know bow far they were to be depended 
upon, before I put my grand. ſcheme in execu- 
tion: with: this view we attacked. a body of 
Rout apprentices, who had taken poſſeſſion of 
a part of the ground allotted to us, for the 
ſcene of our diverſions; and who were then 


playing at uine-pins on the ſpot : but I had the 
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RODERICK RANDOM, II 
mortification to ſee my adherents routed in an 
inſtant, and a leg of one of them broke in his 
flight by the bowl, which one of our adverſa- 
ries had detached in purſuit of us.—"Fhis diſ- 
comfiture did not hinder us from engaging them 
afterwards, in frequent ſkirmiſhes, which we 
maintained by throwing ſtones at a dillance, 
wherein I received many wounds, the ſcars of 
which {till remain. Our enemies were ſo har- 
raſſed and interrupted by theſe alarms, that they 
at laſt abandoned their conqueſt, and Jeft us to 
the peaceful enjoyment of our own territories. — 
It would be endleſs to enumerate the exploits 
we performed in the courſe of this confederacy, 
which became the terror of the whole village ; 
inſomuch, that when different intereſts divided 
it, one of the parties commonly courted the af- 
ſiſtance of Roderick Random (by which name 
I was known) to caſt the balance, and keep the 
oppoſite faction in awe.— Mean while, I took 
the advantage of every play-day, to preſent 


myſelf before my grand-father, to whom 1 


ſeldom found acceſs, by reaſon of his be- 


ing ſo cloſely beſieged by a numerous fa- 


mily of his female grand-children, who 
though they perpetually quarrelled among them - 
ſelves, never failed to join againſt me, as the 
common enemy of all. His heir, who was a- 
bout the age of eighteen, minded nothing but 
fox-hunting, and indeed was qualified for no- 
thing elſe, notwithſtanding his grand-father's 
Indulgence, in entertaining a tutor for him at 


home; who at the ſame time performed the of- 
| fice of pariſh clerk. This young Actæon, who 
inherited his grand-father's antipathy to every 
thing in diſtreſo, never ſet eyes on me, without 
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uncoupling his beagles, and hunting me inte 
ſome cottage or other, whither I generally fled 
for ſhelter. In this Chriſtian amuſement, he 
was encouraged by his preceptor, who no douht, | 
took ſuch opportunities to ingratiate himfelt 
with the riſing ſun, obſerving that the old gen- 
tleman, according to the courſe of nature, had 
not long to live, being already on the verge oi Z 
four ſcore. —The behaviour of this raſcally ſy- 
cophant incenſed me ſo much, that one day, 
when I was beleagured by him and his hound, 
in a farmer's houſe, where I had found pro- 
tection, I took aim at him (being an excellent 
markſman) with a large pebble, which ſtruck 8 
out four-of his foreteeth, and effectually inca- 
pacitated him for doing the office of a clerk Y 
ever after. 
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My mother's brother arrives relieves me—a deſcription f 
him— goes along with me to the houſe of my grand. father 
is ercountered by his dogs—defeats them after a blood; 
engagement—is admitted to the old gentleman—a dialog: ® 
between them. | 4 


BOUT this time my mother's only bro. | 
A ther, who had been long abroad, lieute- 
nant of a man of war, arrivedin his own country; E 
where being informed of my condition, he came | 
to fee me, and out of his ſlender finances, not 
only ſupplied me with what neceſſaries I want- 
ed for the preſent, but reſolved not to leave the 
country, until he had-prevailed on my grand- fa. 
ther to ſettle ſomething handſome for th- 
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y- WM perceive) had withſtood the moſt obſtinate 
„ ZE aſſaults of the weather. — His drefs conſiſted of 
ds; a ſoldier's coat altered for him by the ſhip's 
o- taylor, a (tripped flannel jacket, a pair of red 


to future, This was a talk to which he was by 
ed no means equal, being entirely ignorant, not 
he BY only of the judge's diſpoſition, but alſo unac- 
, quainted with the ways of men in general, tv 
et which his education on board had Kept him an 
n. ; utter ſtranger. — He was a itrong built man, 
al WF ſomewhat bandy-legyged, with a neck like that 
oi WF of a bull, and a face which (you might cafily 


nt KF breeches japanned with pitch, clean grey worll- 
ky ed ſtockings, large filver buckles that covered 
a- three fourths of his ſhoes, a filver-Jaced hat 


k & whoſe crown overlooked the brems about an 
XZ inch and a half, a black bob wig in the buckle, 
a check ſhirt, a ſilk handkerchief, an hanger 
with a braſs handle, girded to his thigh by a 
tarniſhed laced belt, and a good oak plant under 
his arm. — Thus equipt, he ſet out with me 
„ (ho by his bounty made a very decent appear- 
ance) for my grand-father's houſe, where we were 
4; & ſaluted by Jowler and Cæſar, whom my couſin, 

== young maſter, had Jet looſe at our approach. 
3 Being well acquainted with the inveteracy of 
„. heſe eurs, | was about to betake myſelf to my 

3 hecls, when my uncle ſeizing me with one 


of hand, brandiſhed his cudgel with the other, and 
5 at one blow laid Cæſar ſprawling on the 
o WW ground: but finding himſelf attacked at the 
+ | ſame time in the rear by Jowler, and fearing 
Cefar might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel- 
© ed about, and by a lucky ſtroke, ſevered Jow- 
hb ler's head from his body. By this time, the 


young fox-hunter and three ſervants armed with 
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1 THE ADVENTURES OF 


itch forks and flails, were come to the aſſiſtance 
of the dogs, whom they found breathleſs upon the 
field. My couſin was ſo provoked at the death | 
of his favourites, that he ordercd his attendants 
to advance, and take vengeance on their ex- 
ecutioner, whom he loaded wich all the curſes 3 
and reproaches his anger could ſuggeſt. Upon 


which my*Yuacle ſtepped forwards with an un- J 
daunted air, at the fight of whoſe bloody wea- 


pon his antagoniſts fell back with precipitation; 
when he accoſted their leader thus :—* Leokee, 
brother, your dogs having boarded me with- i 
© out provocation, what I did was in my own 7? 
defence. So you had belt be civil, and let us 
© ſhoot a-head clear of you.“ Whether the 
young ſquire miſinterpreted my uncle's defire 
of peace, or was enraged at the fate of his 


hounds beyond his uſual pitch of reſolution, I 


Lookee, you lubberly ſon of a w 
you come athwart me, ware your gingerbread- 
„work — I'll be foul of your quarter, d—n me. 
This declaration, followed by a flouriſh of his 
hanger, ſeemed to check the progreſs of the 


young gentleman's choler, who upon turning a- 


bout, perceived his attendants had flunk into 
the houſe, ſhut the gate, and left him to decide 
the contention by himſelf.— Here a parley en- 
ſued, which was introduced by my couſin's aſk- 
ing, Who the d——] are you? —What do you 
want ?—Some ſcoundrel of a ſeaman (I ſup- 
© poſe) who has deſerted and turned tbief.— 
But don't think you mall efcape, firrah,—I' 


know not: but he ſnatch'd a flail from one of 
his followers, and came up with a ſhew of aſ- 
ſaulting the lieutenant, who putting himſelf 
into a poſture of defence, proceeded thus : — 
e, if 
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larmed, one of my female couſins opened a win— 


expreſſed himſelf in this manner :—* Your ſer- 
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have you hang'd, you dog—1 will. —Your 
blood ſhall pay for that of my two hounds, 
you ragamuffin — I would not have parted 
with them to fave your whole generation 
from the gailows, you ruſhan you.'—* None 
Jof your jaw, you {wab,—none of your jaw 
« (replied my uncle) elſe I ſhall trim your laced 
jacket for you—1 ſhall rub you down with 
an oaken towel, my boy, I ſhall.— So ſaying 
he ſheathed his hanger and graſped his cudgeſ. 
Mean-while, the people of the houſe being a- 


dow, and aſked what was the matter? The 
matter! (anſwered the lieutenant) no great 
matter, young woman, — have buſineſs with 
the old gentleman, and this ſpark, belike, wont 
* allow me to come along ſide of him, that's 
all.“ After a few minutes pauſe, we were ad- 
mitted, and conducted to my grand-father's 
chamber, through a line of my relations, who 
honoured me with very ſignificant looks, as I 
paſſed along. —When we came into the judge's 
preſence, my uncle, after two or three ſea-bows, 


* vant, your ſervant. —What cheer, father? 
* what cheer ? I ſuppofe you don't know me 
may hap you don't - My name is Tom Bow- 
ling, —and this here boy, you look as if you 
did not know him neither, —*tis like you 
* may'nt— He's new rigged, i'faith; —his cloth 
don't ſhake in the wind ſo much as it wont 
* to do. — Tis my nephew, d'ye ſee, Roderick 
* Random, —your own fleſh and blood, old 
* gentleman. Don't lag a-ſtern you dog, don't 
* (pulling. me forward.) My grand: father 
{who was laid up with the gout) received this 


* 


was too juſt not to make a difference between 
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relation, after his long abſence, with that civili. 
ty and coldneſs which was peculiar to him; 
told him he was glad to ſee him, and defired 
him to fit down,—* Thank ye, thank ye, Sir, I 
had as lief ſtand, (ſaid my uncle) for my own 
part I defire nothing of you; but if you have 
any conſcience at al, do ſomething for this 
poor boy, who has been uſed at a very un- 7? 
« chriſtian rate. —Unchrifttan do I call it ?—i RF 
am ſure the Moors in Barbary have more hu- | 
© manity than to leave their little ones to miſe- 
ry and want.— 1 would fain know, why my 2 
© ſiſter's fon is more neglected than that there 
„ Fair-weather Jack, (pointing to the young 
ſquire, who with the reſt of my couſins, had 
followed us into the room.) Is he not as near 
© a kin to you as the other ?— Is not he much 
handſomer and better built than that great 
chucklehead ?—Come, come, conſider, oſd | ( 
gentleman, you are going in a ſhort time, to MF © 
give an account of your evil actions, —Remem- 
ber the wrongs you did his father; and make e 
all the ſatisfaction in your power, before it BF | 
be too late. — The leaſt thing you can do, is 4 - 


A 


A 


to ſettle his father's portion on him.“ The 
young ladies, who thought themſelves too much 
concerned to contain themſelves any longer, ſet 
up their throats altogether againſt my protector, 
who ſtopped his ears with his fingers, and cried 
ont, that all the devils in hell had broke looſe 
upon him.—* Scurvy companion, — ſaucy tar- 
pawlin, rude, impertinent fellow, did he think 
to preſcribe to grandpapa - His ſiſter's brat 
* had been tov well taken care of— grandpapa 


an unnatural rebellious ſon, and his dutiful lo- 
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« ring children who took his advice in all 
« things 3' and ſuch expreſtions were levelled 
againſt ham with great violence, until the judge 
at length commanded ſilence. He calmly re- 
buked my uncle for his unmannerly behaviour, 
which he ſaid he would excuſe on account of his 
education: he toid him he had been very kind 
to the boy, whom he bad kept at ſchool feven or 
18 eight years, although he was informed he made 
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: 4 no progreſs in his learning, but was addicted to 
all manner of vice, which he che rather believed, 
_ becauſe he himſelf was witneſs to a harbarous 
2 I piece of miſchicf he had committed on the jaws 
L of his chaplain. — But howerer, he would fer 
1 IF what the lad was fit for, and bind him appren- 
- IE tice to ſome honeſt tradeiman or other, provid- 


k 1 ed he would mend his manners, and behave for 
te future, as became him. — The honeſt tar. 
1 MF (whoſe pride and indignation boiled within him) 
» IM anſwered my grandfather; that it was true he 
2X had ſent him to ichool, but it had coſt him no- 


e ching; for he had never been at one ſhilling e- 
FB pence, to furniſh him with food, raiment, 
LES 


, books, or other neceſſaries; {o that it was not: 
eto be much wondered at, if the boy made ſmall 
= progreſs ; and yet, whoever told him fo, was 
t guilty of a damned lie, for he was allowed by 
thoſe who underſtood thoſe matters, to be the 
beſt ſcholar of his age in all the country ; the 
truth of which he would maintain by laying a 
wager of his whole half year's pay on the boy's 
a head z— (with theſe words he pulled out his 
t IM purſe, and challenged the company.)—Neither 
ws 

1 


is he addicted to vice, as you affirm, but very 

much expoſed to ill uſage, by your neglect, on 
= "ea occalions, d'ye ſee, he never fails to ſhew. 
Vol. I. 


* . — . I nc: Y 2 N 


—— ———@ GED 3 3 
mn * Sr nr 25 S 
Ws 5 . eee — — — — 
= 1 — 5 * . 2 . 2 - — 1 — 4 4 NN 
TON ' , . 8 | * 
_ _— : ” Pl mf : 232 EAR 


13 THE ADVENTURES OF 


his ſpirit, which has been miſrepreſented to 
you.— As for what happened to your chaplain, 
I am only ſorry, that he did not knock out the 
ſcoundrel's brains, inſtead of his teeth. By the 
lord, if ever I come up with him he had better 
be in Greenland, —that's all—Thank you for 
your courteous offer, of binding the Jad appren- 
tice to a tradeſman. I ſuppoſe you would make 


a taylor of him. would you.— ] had rather ſce 4 
him hang'd, d'ye ſee— Come along, Rory, 1! 
perceive how the land lies, my boy, —let's tack | 


about i faith, — While I have a ſhilling thou 
ſnan't want a teſter. —B'wye, old gentleman, 


you're bound for the other world, but I believe 


damnably ill provided for the voyage. Thus 
ended our vilit, and we returned to the village, 


my uncle muttering curſes all the way agaiolt | 


the old ſhark and the young fry that ſurround— 
ed him. 


N . 


ATy grandfather makes his ui Hur ſecand viſit—he die— 
3; 's will is read in preſence of all his living deſcendants— 


he diſappointment of tl my female alla uncl?! 


be ba viour. 


FEW weeks after our firſt viſit, we were 
informed, that the old judge, after a fit of 
thoughtfulneſs, which laſted three days, had 
fent for a notary and made his will; that the 
diſtemper had mounted from his legs to his ſto- 
mach, and being conſeicus of his approaching 
end, he had Gdehred to Tee all his deſcendants 
without exception, In obedience to this ſum- 
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mons, my uncle ſet out with me a ſecond time, 


to receive the laſt benediction of my grandfa- 
ther; often repeating by the road, Ey, ey, 
« we have brought up the old hulk at laſt. — 


£ You ſhall ſee, —you ſhall ſee che effect of my 


« admonition.*— When we entered his chamber, 
which was crowded with Ins relations, we ad- 
vanced to the bed ſide, where we ſound him in 


his laſt agomes, ſupported by two of his grand— 


daughters, who ſat on each ſide of him, ſobbing 
molt pitcouſly, and wiping away the froth and 
ſlaver as it gathered on his lips, which they fre- 
quently kiſſed with a ſhew of great anguiſh aud 
affeftion.—I know not whether or not he per- 
ceived my uncle, who approached him with 
theſe words, What! he's not a weigh How 
fare ye, —how fare ye, old gentleman ?—Lord 
© have mercy upon your poor linful foul.” — But 
the dying man turned his ſunken eyes towards 
us.—When my uncle went on. —“ Here's poor 
Rory come to ſee you before you die, and re- 
ceive your blefiing. — What, man! don't de- 
ſpair,—you have been a great ſinner, tis true, 
—what then? There's a righteous judge a- 
bove, —is n't there? He minds me no more 
than a porpus.—Yes, yes, he's a going, the 
land crabs will have him, I ſee that; his an- 
chor's a peak, i' faith!“ — This homely conſo- 
lation ſcandalized the company ſo much, and 
eſpecially the parſon, who probably thought his 
province invaded, that we were obliged to retire 
into another room, where 1a a few minutes, we 
were convinced of my grandfather's deceaſe, by 
a diſmal yell uttered by the young ladies in his 
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apartment; whither we immediately haſted, and "= 
found his heir, who had retired a little befors? 9 
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into a cloſet under pretence of giving vent to 
his ſorrow, aſking with a countenance beflub. 
bered with tears, if his grand-papa was certain. 
ly dead? Dead, (ſays my uncle, looking a: 
the body) ay, ay, I'll warrant him as dead d. 


20 
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yard, in the likeneſs of a blue bear - who, d'yc 
ſee, jumped over-board upon the carcats, and 
carried it to the bottom in his claws.'—* Out 
upon thee, yeprobate ! (cries the parſon) out 
upon thee, blaſphemous wretch.—Dolt thon 
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I turn 80t for no: man, till fuch time as he knew 
| li ', - who had H$title to ſend him a- drift. None of 
WA. #'your tricks upon travellers (ſaid he ;) may 
th 3 old buff has left my kinſman here his 
% heir; If he has, it will be the better for his 

*t\iſerable ſout.— Odd's bob! I'd defire no 
4 letter news. — I'd ſoon make a clear ſhip, I 
Warrant you. — To avoid any farther diſtur- 
bance, one of my grandfather's executors, who 
was preſent, aſſured Mr Bowling, that his ne- 
phew ſhould have all manner of juſtice ; that a 
day ſhould be appointed, after the funeral, for 
examining the papers of the deceaſed, in pre- 
ſence of all his relations; till ſuch time, every 
dieſ and cabinet in the houſe ſhould remain 
eloſe ſcaled ; and that he was very welcome to 


a herring. Odd's fiſh! now my dream is out 4 
for all the world. I thought I ſtood upon tho 
fore · caſtle, and ſaw a parcel of carron ecrous 


fall foul of a dead ſhark that floated along 3 
fide, and the devil perching on our ou ſai if 


think his honour's ſoul is in the poſſeſſion of 
| Satan ? The clamour immediately arofe, and 
. my poor uncle, who was ſhouldered from one 
'E6xner of the room to the other, was obliged to 
lug but in his own defence, and ſwear he would 
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be a witneſs of this ceremony, which was imme— 
diately performed to his ſatisfaction.— In the 
mean time, orders were given to provide mourn— 
ing for all the relations, in which number J 
was included: but my uncle would not ſuffer me 
to accept of it, until L ſhauld be aflured whether 
or not I had reaton to honour his memory fo 
far —During this interval, the conjectures of. 
people, with regard to the old gentleman's will, 
were various: as it was well known, he had, 
beſides his landed eſtate, which was worth 7oo/. 
er annum, ſix or ſeven thouſand pounds at in- 
tereſt. Some imagined, that the whole real e- 
ſtate (which he had greatly improved) would 
go to the young man whom he always enter- 
tained as his heir; and that the money would 
be equally divided between my female couſins 
(five in number) and me.—-Others were of opi— 
nion, that as the reſt of the children had been 
alrcady provided for, he would only bequeath 
two or three hundred pounds to each of his 
grand-daughters, and leave the bulk of the ſum 
to me, to attone for his unnatural uſage towards 
my father. — A length the important hour ar- 
rived, and the will was produced in the midſt 
of the expectants, whoſe looks and geſtures for- 
med a groupe that would have been very enter- 
taining to an unconcerned {pectator—but the 
reader can ſcarce conceive the aſtoniſhment and 
mortification, that appeared, when an attorney 
pronounced aloud, the young *fquire ſole heir of 
all his grandfather's eſtate perſonal and real 
My uncle, who had liſtened with great attention, 
ſucking the head of his cudgel all the while, ac- 
companied theſe words of the attorney with a 
ſtare, and a ae, that alarmed the whole af- 
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ſembly. The eldeſt and perteſt of my female 


competitors, who had been always very officious 
about my grandfather's perſon, enquired with a 
faultering accent, and viſage as yellow as an 


orange, if there were no lepacies ?' ſhe was | 
anſwered, none at all.'— Upon which ſhe faint. ! 
ed away.— The reft, whoſe expectations (per-. 
haps) were not ſo ſanguine, ſupperted their dif. 7? 


appointment with more reſolution; though not 


without giving evident marks of indignation, and 


rief at leaſt as genuine as that which appearcd 
in them at the old gentleman's death: My con- 
ductor, after having kicked with his heel for 


ſome time againſt the wainſcot, begun: 80 


© there's no legacy, friend, ha !—here's an old 
* Scuccubus but ſomebody's ſoul howls for 
© it, d—n me! -The parſon of the pariſh, who 
was one of the executors, and had acted as a 


ghoſtly director of the old man, no ſooner heard 
this than he cried out, Avaunt, unchriſtian re- 
« veller! avaunt! wilt thou not allow the foul of 
© his honour to reſt in the grave till the reſurrec- | 
tion? — But this zealous paſtor did not find him- 
felf ſo warmly ſeconded, as formerly, by the 


young ladies, who now joined my uncle aga inſt him, 
and accuſed him of having acted the part of 2 
buſy-body with their grandpapa, whoſe ears he had 
moſt certainly abuſed by falſe ſtories to their pre- 


judice, or elſe he would not have neglected them, 


in ſuch an unnatural manner. — The young *ſquire 
was much diverted with this ſcene, and whiſper- 
ed to my uncle, that if he had not murdered his 


dogs, he would have ſhewn him glorious fun, by 


hunting a black badger (fo he termed the cler- 
gyman)—The ſurly lieutenant, who was not in 
a humour to reliſh this amuſement, replied, © You 


al 
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1 1 and your dogs may be damn'd—I ſuppoſe 


Gi « youll find them with your old dad, in the la- 
h « titude of hell. - Come, Rory, about ſhip, my 
bs lad, we mult ſteer another courſe I think. — 
as and away we went. 

t- | — 
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id J The ſchgol-maſter uſes me bardarouſly—T form a projet of 
0 ® revenge. in which I am aſſiſted by my uncle] leave the 
2 3 village—am ſetiled in an univerſity by his generoſity, 
r 


0 8 Nour wayback tothe village, my uncle ſpoke 

JF () not a word during the ſpace of a whole 
r hour, but whiſtled with great vehemence, the 
2 tune of, Why /hould awe quarrel for riches, &c. his 


1 viſage being contracted all the while inte a moſt 
d formidable frown. At length his pace was in— 
.. XZ creaſed to ſuch a degree, that I was often left 
x MF behind a conſiderable way, which when he 
A +7 perceived, he would wait for me; and when I 
vas almoſt up with him, call out in a ſurly tone, 
0 3 * Bear a hand, damme—mult I bring to every 
1, minute for you, you lazy dog.'—Then laying 


hold of me by the arm, haul me along, until 
his good nature {of which he had a good ſhare) 
and reflection, getting the better of his paſſion, 
he would ſay, Come, my boy, don't be caſt 
down, —the old raſcal is in hell, —that's ſome 
ſatisfaction zou ſhall go to ſea with me, my 
lad. — Aligbt heart and a thin pair of breeches, 
goes thors* the world, brave boys; as the fon 

goes— eh !?—Though this propoſal did not 
at all ſuit my inclination, I was afraid of diſ- 
covering my averſion to it, left I ſhould dil- 
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oblige the only friend I had in the world; and 


he was ſo much a ſeamen, that he never dreamt 
I could have any objection to his defign ; conſe- 
quently gave himſelf no trouble in confulting my 
approbation. But this reſolution was ſoon dropt, 
at the advice of our uſher, who aſſured Mr 
Bowling, it would be a thouſand pities to baulk 
my genius, which would certainly, one Gay, 
make my fortune on ſhore, provided it received 
due cultivation. — Upon which, this generous tar 
determined (though he could ill afford it) to give 
me univerſity education; and accordingly ſet- 
tled my board and other expences, at a town z 
not many miles diſtant, famous for its colleges, 
whither we repaired in a ſhort time. — But be- 
fore the day of our departure, the fchoo]-ma- 
ſter, who no longer had the fear of my grand- | 
father before his eyes, laid aſide all decency and 
reſtraint, and not only abuſed me in the grofleſt 
language his rancour could ſuggeſt, as a wick- 
ed, profligate, dull, beggarly miſcreant, whom 
he had taught out of charity; but alſo in- 
veighed in the moſt bitter manner againſt the 
memory of the judge (who by the bye had 
procured that ſettlement for him) hinting in 
pretty plain terms, that the old gentleman's 
foul was damned to all eternity, for his injuſtice 
in neglecting to pay for my learning.— his 
brutal behaviour, added to the ſufferings I had 
formerly undergone, made me think it high time 
to be revenged of this infolent pedagogue. Ha- 
ving confulted my adherents, I found them all 
ſtaunch in their promiſes to ſtand by me; and 
our ſcheme was this: — In the afternoon pre- 
ceeding the day of my departure for the univer- 
Sty, I was to take the advantage of the ulhes's 
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going out to make water (which he regularly 
did at four o' clock) and ſhut the great door, 
that he might not come to the aſſiſtance of his 
ſuperior. This being done, the aſſault was to 
be begun, by my advancing to the maſter and 
TJ ſpitting in his face. I was to be ſeconded by 
two of the ſtrongeſt boys in the ſchool, who 
were devoted to me; their buſineſs was to join 
me in dragging the tyrant to a bench, on which 
he was to be laid, and his bare poſteriors hear- 
tily logged with his own birch, which we pro- 
poſed to wreſt from him in the ſtruggle ; but 
if we ſhould find him too many for us all three, 
we were to demand the aſſiſtance of our com- 
petitors, who ſhould be ready to reinforce us, 
or oppole any thing that might be undertaken 
by the reſt of the boys for the maſter's relief. 
One of my principal aſſiſtants was called Jere- 
my Gawky, ſon and heir of a wealthy gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood ; and the name of 
the other, Hugh Strap, the cadet of a family 
which had given ſhoemakers to the village time 
out of mind. —I had once ſaved Gawky's life, 
by plunging into a river where he was on the 
oint of being drowned, and by the help of 
ſwimming, dragged. him aſhore. I had often 
reſcued him from the clutches of thoſe whom 
his inſufferable arrogance had provoked to a re- 
ſentment he was not able to ſuſtain ;—and I had 
many times ſaved his reputation and poſteriors, 
by performing his exerciſes at ſchool ; ſo that it 
zs not to be wondered at, if he had a particu- 
lar regard for me and my intereſts. The attach- 

- ment of Strap, flowed from a voluntary, -dil- 
. intereſted inclination, which had manifeſted 1t- 
8 ſelf on many occaſions in my behalf, having 
Vol. I. 9 : 
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once rendered me the ſame ſervice as I had offer. 
ed to Gawky, by ſaving my life at the riſk of 
his own; and often fathered offences I had com. 
mitted, for which he ſuffered ſeverely, rather than 1 
I ſhould feel the weight of the puniſhment I de. 
ſerved. Theſe two champions were the more will. 
ing to engage in this enterprize, as they intended 
to leave the ſchool next day, as well as I; the firk 
being ordered by his father to return into the 
country, and the other being bound apprentice 
to a barber, at a market town not far off. Z 
In the mean time, my uncle being informed 
of my maſter's behaviour to me, was enraged 
beyond all compoſition, and vowed revenge ſo 
heartily, that I could not refrain from telling 
him the ſcheme I had concerted, which he heard 
with great fatisfa&tion, at every ſentence, ſquirt- 
ing out a mouthful of ſpittle, tinctured with 
tobacco, of which he conſtantly chewed a large 
quid. —At laft, pulling up his breeches, he 
cried, * No, no, Z—ds ! that won't do nei- | 
© ther, —howſomever, 'tis a bold undertaking, | 
* my lad,—that I muſt ſay, i' faith! but 
© Jookee, lookee, how doſt propoſe to get clear 
off :- won't the enemy give chace, my boy ? 
« —ay, ay, that he will, I warrant—and a- 
* Jarm the whole coaſt—ah ! G—d help thee, 
© more ſail than ballaſt, Rory. Let me alone 
for that—leave the whole to me I'll ſhew 
him the fore- top ſail, I will.— If ſo be that 
Ly 
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4 
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your ſhip-mates are jolly boys, and won't 
flinch, you ſhall ſee, you ſhall ſee; egad, 
PII play him a ſalt water trick—T'Il bring him 
to the gang- way, and anoint him with a cat 
and nine-tails, —he ſhall have a round dozen 


doubled, my lad, he ſhall—and be left laſhed, 
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eto his meditations.” We were very proud of 
our aſſociate, who immediately went to work, 
and prepared the inſtrument of his revenge with 
great ſkill and expedition; after which, he or- 
dered our baggage to be packed up and ſent off, 
a day before our attempt, and got horſes ready 
to be mounted as ſoon as the affair ſhould be 
over. At length the hour arrived, when our 
auxiliary ſeized the opportunity of the uſher's 
abſence, bolted in, ſecured the door, and im- 
mediately laid hold of the pedant by his collar, 
who bawled out.“ Murder! Thieves! *—with 
Though I trembled all 
over like an aſpen-leaf, I knew there was no 
time to be loſt, and accordingly got up, and 
ſummoned our aſſociates tomy aſſiſtance. - Strap 
without any heſitation obeyed the ſignal, and 
ſeeing me leap upon the maſter's back, ran im- 
mediately to one of his legs, which pulling with 
all his force, this dreadful adverſary was ſoon 
humbled to the ground; upon which Gawky, 
who had hitherto remained in his place, under 
the influence of an univerfal trepidation, haſten- 
ed to the ſcene of action, and inſulted the fallen 


tytant with a loud kuzza, in which the whole 


{chool joined. —This noiſe alarmed the uſher, 
who finding himſelf ſhut out, endeavoured, 
partly by threats, and partly by intreaties, to 
procure admiſſion, —My. uncle bid him have a 
little patience, and he would let him in preſent- 
ly; but if he pretended to move from that place, 
it ſhould fare the worſe with the ſon of a b ch 
his ſuperior, on whom he intended only to be- 
ſtow a little wholeſome chaſtiſement, for his 
barbarous uſage of Rory, to which, (ſaid he) 
© you are no ſtranger.— By this time, we had 
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| plication to the pedanb's withered poſteriors, 
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dragged the criminal to a poſt, to which Bow. 
lirg tied him with a rope he had provided on 
purpoſe, after having faſtened his hands behind 
bis back, pulled down his breeches, and tucked 
up his garments and ſhirt, as far as they would 
vo—In this ludicrous poſture he ſtood (to the 
no ſmall entertainment of the boys who crouded 
about him, and ſhouted with great exultation 
at the novelty of the ſight) venting bitter im- 
precations againſt the lieutenant, and reproach- 
ing his ſcholars. with treachery and rebellion; 
when the uſher was admitted, whom my uncle 
accoſted in this manner : * Harkee, Mr Syntax, 
I believe you are an honeſt man, d'ye ſee — 
and I have a reſpe&t for you—but for al} 
that, we muſt for- our own ſecurity (d'ye ſee) 
* belay you for a ſhort time.'—With theſe 
words, he pulled out ſome fathoms of cord, 
which the honeſt man no ſooner ſaw, than he pro- 
teſted with great earneſtneſs, that he would 
allow no violence to be offered to him, at the 
ſame time accuſing me of perfidy and ingrati- 
tude. But Bowling repreſenting, that it was 
in vain to reſiſt, and that he did not mean to 
uſe him with violence and indecency ; but only 
to hinder him from railing the hue and cry 
againft us, before we ſhould be out of their 
power; he allowed himſelf to be bound to his 
own deſk, where he ſat a ſpeQator of thepuniſh- 
ment inflicted on his principal. My uncle having 
vpbraided this arbitrary wretch with his in- 
humanity to me, told him, that he Propoſed to 

ive lum a little diſcipline for the good of his 
Poul : which he immediately put in praftice-with 
great vigour and dexterity. This ſmart ap- 
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v. geve him ſuch exquiſite pain, that he roared 
JN like a mad bull, danced, curſed, blaſphemed, 
1d and acted to the lite, the part of a frantic bed- 
ed lamite. When the lieutenant thought himſelf 
ſuAciently revenged, he took his leave of him 
in theſe words: * Now, friend, you'll remember 
me the longeſt day you have to live I have 
given you a lefſon, that will let you know 
« what flogging is, and teach you to have more 
« ſympathy for the future ſhout, boys, ſhout.” 
This ceremony was no ſooner over, than my 
uncle propoſed they ſhould quit the ſchool, and 
convoy their old comerade Rory to a public 
& houſe about a mile from the village, where he 
8 would treat them all. This offer being joyfully 
embraced, he addreſſed himſelf to Mr Syntax, 
and begged him to accompany us, which he re- 
fuſed with great diſdain, telling my benefactor, 
that he was not the man he took him to be.— 
Well, well, old ſurly (replied my uncle, 
* ſhaking his hand) thou art an honeſt fellow 
* notwithſtanding ; and if ever I have the com- 
mand of a ſhip, thou ſhalt be ſchool-maſter, 
* 'faith.” So ſaying he diſmiſſed the boys, and 
locking the door, left the two preceptors to 
conſole one anothor ; while we moved forwards 
on our journey, attended by a numerous retinue, 
whom he treated according to his promiſe. — 
We parted with many tears, and lay that night 
at an inn at the road, about ten miles ſhort of 
the town where I was to remain, at which we 
arrived next day, and I found I had no cauſe to 
complain of the accommodations provided for 
me; being boarded at the houſe of an apotheca- 
ry, who had married a diftant relation of my 
mother. In a few days after, my uncle ſet ont 
| _ | Lf 00 ODE ad 
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funds for my maintenance and education. 


whe was not only expoled by his profeſſion to 


poetry, which had already. produced ſome mor- 
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for his ſhip, after having ſettled the neceſſary Non 
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IJ make great progreſs in my ſtudies—am careſſed by ever, 
bedy—my female ccuſins take notice of me I reject their 
invitation they are incenſed and conſpire again me—l 
am left deſtitude by a misfortune that befals my unc!e— 
Gawiy's treachery—my revenge. 
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S I was now capable of refle&ion, I be. 

an to conſider my precarious ſituation, ly 
that I was utterly abandoned by thoſe whoſe 
duty it was to protect me; and that my ſole de. 
pendance was on the generoſity of one man, 


continual dangers, which might one day deprive 
me of him for ever; but alſo (no doubt) ſubject 
to thoſe viciſſitudes of diſpofition, which a 
change of fortune uſually creates; or which a 
better acquaintance with the world. might pro- 
duce :—for I always aſcribed his benevolence 
to the dictates of a heart as yet undebauched by 
a commerce with mankind, —Alarmed at theſe 
conſiderations, I reſolved to apply myſelf with 
great care to my ſtudies, and enjoy the oppor- 
tunity in my power; this I did with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that in the ſpace of three years, I underſtood 
Greek very well, was pretty far advanced in 
the mathematicks, and no ſtranger 30 moral and 
natural philoſophy :. logick I made no accouut 
of ; but aboveall things, I valued myſelf on my 
taſte in? the Belles Lettres, and a talent for 
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geaus, that brought me a great deal of reputati- 
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on. Theſe qualiſications, added to a good face 
and ſhape, acquired the eſteem and acquain- 
tance of the moit conſiderable people in town, 
and I had the ſatisfa&tion to find myſelf in ſome 
degree of favour with the ladies; an intoxicat— 
ing piece of good fortune to one of my amorous 
complexion |! which [ obtained, or at leaſt pre- 


ſerved, by gratifying their propenſity to ſcan- 


dal, in lampooning their rivals. Two of my 
female couſins lived in this place with their mo— 
ther, after the death of their father, who left his 
whole fortune (which was conſiderable) equal- 
ly divided between them; fo that if they were 
not the moſt beautiful, they were at leaſt the 
richelt toaſts in town; and received daily the 
addreſſes of all the beaux and caveliers of the 
country. Although 1 had hitherto been look- 
ed upon by them with the molt ſupereilious 
contempt, which I endeavoured to return 
by the moſt perfect neglect, my character 
now attracted their notice ſo much, that I was 
given to underſtand, I might be honoured with 
their acquaintance if I pleaſed — The reader will 
eaſily perceive, that this condeſcenſion either 
flowed from the hope of making my poetical ca- 
pacity ſubſervient to their malice, or at leaſt of 
ſcreening themſelves from the laſh of my refent- 
ment, which they effectually provoked. —I en- 
joyed this triumph with great rapture; and not 
only rejected their offer with diſdain, but, in all 
my performances, whether ſatire or panegyric, 
1nduftriouſly*avoided mentioning their names, 
even while I celebrated thoſe of their intimates, 
which mortified their pride. exceedingly, and 
incenſed them to ſuch a degree, that they ren- 
dered themſelves univerſally ridiculous in ſatis- 
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fying their reſentment againſt me. The firf 
ſtroke of their revenge conſiſted in their hirin 
a poor collegian to write verſes again! me, th: 
ſubje& of which was my own poverty, and the 
cataſtrophe of my unhappy parents; but beſides 


the badneſs of the compolition (of which they 


had 


ſucceeded in the quality of incendiaries, that 


companions, to whom he had imparted his de- 
ſign of carrying me down to the river, in which 
he propoſed to have me heartily ducked, not- 
withſtanding the ſeverity of the weather, it be. 
ing then about the middie of December. But 
this ſtratagem did not ſucceed ; for, being ap- 
priſed ef their ambuſh, I got home another way, 
and by the help of my landlord's apprentice, 
emptied a cioſe ſtool out of the garret window, 
which did great execution upon them; and next 


that they found themſelves under a neceſſity of 
leaving the town, until the adventure ſhould be 
entirely fargotten, My couſins, (though twice 
baffled in their expectation) did not however, de- 


themſelves were aſhamed) they did not fd 
their account in endeavouring to reproach me 
with theſe misfortunes which they and their re-. 
lations had intailed upon me; and which conſe. Þ 
quently, reflected much more diſhonour on them. 
ſelves, than on me, who was the innocent victim | 
of their barbarity and avarice. Finding this 
plan miſcarry, they found means to irritate a | 
pony gentleman againft me, by telling him I 

ampooned his miſtreſs ; and ſo effeEtually 


this enraged lover determined to ſeize me next 
night, as I returned to my lodgings from a 
friend's houſe that I frequented ; with this view 
he waited in the ftreet, attended by two of his 


day occaſioned ſo much mirth at their expence, | 
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fiſt from perſecuting me, who had now enraged 
them beyond a poſſibility of forgiveneſs, by de- 
Itecting their malice and preventing its effects; 
W:cither ſhould I have found them more humans. 
nad I patiently ſubmitted to their rancour, and 
bore without murmuring the rigour of their un- 
reaſonable hate; for I have found by experience, 
chat though ſmall favours may be ecknowled- 
: ged, and fhght injuries attoned, there is no 
WW wretch ſo ungrateful as he, whom you have molt 
Ngenerouſly obliged ; and no enemy fo implaca- 
ble. as thoſe who have done you molt wrong..— 
Theſe good-natured creatures, therefore, had 
Frecourſe to a ſcheme, which conſpired with a 
piece of bad news I ſoon after received, to give 
them all the ſatisfaQtion they deſired: this plan 
was to debauch the faith of my companion and 
confident, and prevailed on him to betray the 
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1 trust J repoſed in him, by imparting to them 
„the particulars of my ſmall amours, which they 
ie publiſhed with ſuch exaggerations, that I ſuffer- 
e. ed very much in the epinion of every body, and 
en was utterly diſcarded, by the dear creatures 


whoſe names had been called in queſtion.— 
While I was buſied in tracing out the author of 
this treachery, that I might net only be reveng 
ed on him, but alſo vindicate my character to 
„Iny friends ; I one day perceived the looks of 
e, my landlady ſo altered when I went home to 
dinner, that, upon enquiring into the cauſe, ſhe 
«+; [ſcrewed up her mouth, and fixing her eyes on 
e, the ground, told me her huſband had received 
ora letter from Mr Bowling, with one incloſed for 
de me ſhe was very ſorry for what had happened, 
ce both for my ſake and his own— people ſhould. 
= |: wan * of their 3 She was al- 
91, J. N 


24 TE ADVENTURES OF 


ways afraid his brutal behaviour would bring 
him into ſome misfortune or other. As for her 
part, ſhe would be very ready to befriend me; 
but ſhe had a ſmall family of her own to main. 
tain.—The world would do nothing for her, if 
ſhe ſhould come to want—charity begins at 
home.—She wiſhed I had been bound to ſom: 
ſubſtantial handicraft, ſuch as a weaver or ſhoe. 
maker, rather than loiter away my time in learn. 
ing fooliſh nonſenſe that would never bring me in 
a penny but ſome folks are wiſe and ſome are 
otherwiſe—I was liſtening to this myſterious 
diſcourſe, with great amazement, when her huf. 


them trembling, and read what follows: 


To Roctr Poriox. 


SIR, | 
# HIS is to let you know, that IT have 

quitted the Thunder man of war ; be- 
ing obliged to ſheer off, for killing my cap- 
tain, which I did fairly on the beach, at Cape 
Tiberoon, in the iſland of Hiſpaniola; hav- 
ing received his fire, and returned it, which 
went through his body ; and I would ſerv: 
the beſt man ſo that ever ftept between ftem 
and ftern, if ſo be that he ſtruck me, as Cap- 
tain Oakhum did. I am (thank God) ſafe a- 
among the French, who are very civil, thof 
J don't underſtand their lingo, —and I hope 
to be reſtored in a little time, for all the great 
friends and parhamentary intereſt of the cap- 
tain, for I have ſent home to my landlord in 
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band entered, and without ſpeaking a ſyllable, 
put both the letters into my hand.—lI received 
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« bearings and diſtances while we were engag— 
ed, whereby I have deſired him to lay it be- 
fore his majeſty, who (G—d bleſs him) will 
not ſufſer an honeſt tar to be wronged, My 
love to your ſpoule and am, 

Your loving friend 

and ſervant to commani, 
while 


Thomas Bowlin g. 
To Rob RICXR RANDOM. 


Dear Roxy, TRE 

ON'T be grieved at my misfortune— 
D but mind your book, my lad. I have 
got no money to {end you; but what of that? 
— Mr Potion will take care of you, for the 
love he bears to me; and let you want for 
nothing, and it ſhall go hard, but I will lec 
him one day repaid—No more at preſent, 
but reſts, 


* © . 


V 


Your dutiful uncle 
and ſervant, till death, 
Thomas Bowling, 


This letter (which. with the other was dated 
from Port Louis in Hiſpaniola) was no ſooner 
read, than the apotheeary ſhaking his head be- 
gan: I have a very great regard for Mr Bow- 
ling, that's certain, —and could be well con- 
5 tent—but times are very hard— There's no 
* ſuch thing as money to be got I believe tis 
all vaniſhed under-ground, for my part.— 
5 Beſides, I have been out of pocket already, 
having entertained you fince the beginning 
F of this month, without receiving a fix-pence 
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me with his wonted affability, and infiſted on 
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—and G—d knows if ever I ſhall ;—for I be. upo 
lieve it will go hard with your uncle.— Ant chy 
more than that, I was thinking of giving you unc 
warning, for I want your apartment for a new ll of 

*prentice, whom I expect from the country my 

every hour.—So, I deſire you will this weck pal 

provide yourſelf with another lodging.“ — The W 
indignation which this harangue inſpired, gave | wt 
me irt to ſupport my reverſe of fortune; and ne 
to tell him, I deſpiſed his mean, ſelfiſh diſpoſi- 4 hi 
tion fo much, that I would rather ſtarve than | 


be bcholden to him for one fingle meal. Upon 
which out of my pocket money, I paid him to 
the laſt farthing of what I owed, and affured Þ 
him I would not fleep another night under hi; 
roof, — This ſaid, I fallied out, in a tranſport of 
rage and forrow, without knowing whither to 
fy for ſhelter, having not one friend in the world 
capable of relieving me, and only three ſhilling; 
in my purſe. — After giving way for a few mi- 
nutes to the dictates of my rage, I went and hi- 
red a {ſmall bed-room at the rate of one ſhilling 
and fix pence per week, which I was obliged to 
pay per advance, before the landlord would re. 
ceive me; hither I removed my luggage; and 
next morning got up, with a view of craving the 
advice and affiltance of a perfon who had on all 
occaftons loaded me with careſſes, and made 
f-cquent offers of friendſhip, while 1 was under 
no neceſſity of accepting them.— He received 
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my breakfalting with him, which I did not 
think fit to refuſe. But when I communicated 
the occaſton of my viſit, he appeared ſo difcon- 
certed, that I concluded him wonderfully affect- 
ed with the mifery of my condition, and looked 
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under this miſtake ; for recovering himſelf out 
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upon him as a man of the moſt extenſive ſympa- 
thy and benevolence, — He did not leave me lon 


of his confuſion, ke told me, he was grieved at 
my misfortune, and deſired to know what had 
paſſed between my landlord Mr Potion and me. 
Whereupon I recounted the converſation ; and 
when I repeated the anſwer I made to his unge- 
nerous remonſtrance with regard to my leaving 
his heuſe, this pretended friend affeQed a ſtare, 
and exclaimed, Is it poſſible you could behave 
ſo ill to the man who had treated you ſo kind- 
ly all along? — My ſurprize at hearing this, 
was not at all affected, whatever his might be; 
and J gave him to underſtand, with ſome 
warmth, that I did not imagine he would ſo un- 
reaſonably eſpouſe the cauſe of a ſcoundre}, who 
ought to be expelled from every ſocial commu- 
nity, —This heat of mine gave him all the ad- 
vantage he defired over me, and our diſcourſe 
(after much altercation) concluded in his deſir- 
ing never to ſee me again in that place; to 
which J yielded my conſent, aſſuring him, that 
had I been as well acquainted with his princi- 
ples formerly as I was now, he never ſhould 
have had an opportunity to make that requeſt 
—And thus we parted. | 

On my return, | met my old comerade *ſquire 
Gawky, whom his father had fent, ſome time a- 
go, to town for his improvement in writing, 
dancing, feneing; and to ſee the world. As 1 
had lived with him finee his arrival, on the foot- 
ing of our old intimacy, I made no foruple of 
informing him of the lowneſs of my cireumſtan- 
ces, and aſking a ſmall fupply of money to 
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anſwer my preſent expenee; upon which he pul- 
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led out an handful of half-pence with a ſhilling 


or two among them, and ſwore that was all he 
had to keep his pocket till next quarter day; 
having loſt the greateſt part of his allowance the 
night before at billards. Though this might 
very well be true, I was extremely mortified at 
his indifference ; for he neither diſcovered an 

ſympathy for my mis-hap, nor deſire of alle. 
viating my diſtreſs z and accordingly I left him 
without uttering one word ; but when I after. 
wards underſtood that he was the perſon who 
had formerly betrayed me to the malice of my 
couſins, to whom likewiſe he had carried the 
tidings of my forlorn ſituation, which afforded 
them great matter of triumph and exultation, 
I determined with myfelf to call him to a ſevere 
account ; for which purpoſe I borrowed a ſword, 
and wrote a challenge, defiring him to meet me 
at a certain time and place, that 1 might have 
an opportunity of puniſhing his perfidy, at the 
expence of his blood. He accepted the invita- 
tion, and I betook myſelf to the field, though 
not without feeling conſiderable repugnance to 
the combat, which frequently ku Be me in 
cold ſweats by the way; but the deſire of re- 


venge, the ſhame of retracting, and hope of 


conqueſt, conſpired to repeltheſe unmanly ſymp- 
toms of fear; and I appeared on the plain 


with a good grace; there I waited an hour 


beyond the time appointed, and was not ill 
pleaſed to find he had no mind to meet me; be- 
cauſe now I ſhould have an opportunity of expo- 
ling his cowardice, diſplaying my own courage, 


and of beating him ſoundly whereſoever I ſhould 


find him, without any dread of the conſequence. 


— Elevated with theſe ſuggeſtions, which enticc- 
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y baniſhed all thoughts of my deplorable con- 
ition, I went directly to Gawky's lodgings, 
here I was informed of the precipitate retreat, 
Ine having ſet out for the country in leſs than an 
Inour after he had received my billet. —Where- 
upon I was vain enough to have the whole ſtory 
inſerted in the news, although I was fain to ſell 
12 gold-Jaced hat to my landlord, for leſs than 
half price, to defray the expence, and contri- 
bute to my ſubſiſtence. 
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bh | 7 am entertained by Mr. Crab—a deſcription of him 1 ac- 
6 quire the art of ſurgery—conſult Crab's diſpoſition—be- 
come necejſary io him—an accident happens—he adviſes 
9 


me to launch out into the world —aſſiſts me with money — 
1 ſet out for London. | 


HE fumes of my reſentment being diſ- 
ſipated as well as the vanity of my ſuc- 
S ceſs, 1 found myſelf deſerted to all the miſeries 
of extreme want, and avoided by mankind as 
Ja creature of a different ſpecies, or rather as a 
WT ſolitary being, no ways comprehended with- 
Win the ſcheme or protection of Providence. 
My deſpair had rendered me almoſt quite 
ſtupified, when I was one day told, that a 
Wy gentleman defired to ſee me at a certain pub- 
lick houſe, whither immediately I repaired ; 
and was introduced to one Mr Lancelot 
Crab a ſurgeon in town, who was engaged 
with two more, in drinking a liquor cal- 
led pop in, compoſed by toſſing a quartern of 
brandy into a quart of ſmall bear — Before I re- 
late the occaſion of this meflage, I beheve it 
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will not be diſagreeable te the reader, if I de. 


ſeribe the gentleman who ſent for me, and men- . 
tion ſome eircumſtances of his character and 7 
conduct, which may illuſtrate what follows, and . 3 
account for his behaviour to me. = 


This member of the faculty was aged fifty, 
about five feet high, and ten round the belly: 
his face was capacious as a fall moon, and much 
of the complexion of a mulbery: bis noſe re. 
ſembling a powder-horn was ſwelled to an 
enormous ſize, and ſtudded all over with car- 
buncles; and his little grey eyes reflected the 
rays in ſuch an oblique manner, that while he 
looked a perſon full in the face, one would have 
imagined he was admiring the buckle of bis 
ſhoe. He had long entertained an implacable 
reſentment againſt Potion, who tho? a younger 
practitioner, had engroſſed more buſineſs than 
he, and once had the aſſurance to perform à cure 
whereby hediſappointed and diigraced the prog- 
noſtic of the ſaid Crab. —This quarrel, which 
was at one time upon the point of being made 
up, by the interpoſition and mediation of 
friends, had been lately inflammed beyond a 
poſſibility of reconciliation by the reſpective 
wives of the opponents, who, chancing to meet 
at a chriſtening, diſagreed about precedence, 
proceeded from invectives to blows, and were 
with great difficulty, by the goſſips, prevented 
from converting the occaſion of joy into a ſcene 
of blood. Fo | 

The difference between theſe rivals was 1n the 
height of rancour, when I was ſent for by Crab, 
who received me ascivillyas I could have expec- 
ted from one of his diſpoſition ; and after de- 
firiag me to fit, enquired into the particulars of 
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leaving the houſe uf Potion; which when 
1 had related, he ſaid with a malicious grin.— 
Here's a ſneaking dog!—I always thought him 
« a fellow without a foul, d—n me! —a canting 
* ſcoundre], who has crept into buſineſs by his 
hypocriſy, and kiſſing the a—ſe'of every body? 
Ay, ay, (lays another) one might ſce with 
half an eye, that the raſcal has no honeſty in 
him, by his going ſo regularly to church.” 
BST his ſentence was confirmed by the third, who 
aſſured his compinions that Potion was never 
known to be diiguifed in liquor but once, at a 
Inneeting of the godly, where he had diltinguiſh- 
Whimſelf by an extfeimpore prayer an hour long. — 
after this preamble, Crab addreſſed bimſelf to 
me in theſe words, Well, my OG have heard 
good character of you, and Ji] do for you. — 
lou may ſend your things to my houſe when 
you pleaſe.— ] have given orders for your re- 
ception.— Z- ds! what does the booby ſtare 
BY at?—If you have no mind to embrace my 
BF courteous offer, you may let it alone and be 
= d—n'd.'—TI anſwered with a ſubmiſſive bow, 
What 1 was far from rejecting his friendly offer, 
of which I would immediately avail myſelf as 
on as he ſhould inform me on what footing I 
hould be entertained. —* What footing (d—n 
= my blood cried he) d'ye expect to have a 
= footman and a couple of horſes kept for you ? 
No, Sir, (I replied) my expectations are not 
quite fo ſanguine.— That I may be as little bur- 
henſome as poſſible, I would willingly ſerve in 
our ſhop, by Slick means I may ſave you the 
x pences of a journey-man, or porter at leaſt, 
for J underſtand a little pharmacy, having em- 
ioyed ſome of my leiſure hours i in the practice 
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of that art while I lived with Mr. Potion : nei. 
ther am I altogether ignorant of ſurgery, which 
J have ſtudied with great pleaſure and applica. 
tion.—* Oho! you did! (ſays Crab.) Gentle. 
men, here is a complete artiit! — Studied ſur. WM 
* gery! what? in books I ſuppoſe.—T ſhall 
have you diſputing with me, one of theſe day; 
in points of my profeſſion. — You can already 4 
account for muſcular motion (I warrant,) aud 
explain the myſtery of the brains, and nerve; Ml 
Tha l- vyou are too learn'd for me, d—n me, 
© —but let's hear no more of this ſtuff, - cn 
you bleed and give a clyſter, ſpread a plaſter 4 
* and prepare a potion? anſwer me to that. 
Upon my anſwering in the affirmative, he ſhook | 
his head, telling me he believed he ſhould har: 
little good of me for all my promiſes ;— but 
however he would take me in for the ſake of 
charity.—! was accordingly that very night ad-. 
mitted to his houſe, and had an apartment al. 
figned to me in the garret, which 1 was fain to 
put up with, notwithſtanding the mortificatio 
my pride ſuffered in this change of circumſtai. MW 
ces. | was ſoon convinced of the real motive 
which induced Crab to receive me in this man- 
ner: for beſides the gratification of his revenge 
in expoling the ſelfiſhneſs of his antagonil 
in oppoſition to his own generofity, which was MW 
all affectation, he had occaſion for a young man 
who underſtood ſomething of the profeſſion, to BW 
Hill vp the place of his eldeſt apprentice, Intel 1 
dead, not without violent ſuſpicion of foul ph 
from his maſter's brutality — The knowledge 0 : 
this, together with his daily behaviour to hs 
wife, and the young apprentice, did not at Al 
contribute to my enjoying wy new fituation 
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oh caſe ; however, as 1 did not perceive how 


| his indignation was rouſed, ſubmiſſion and 
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could beſtow myſelf to better advantage, I 
reſolved to ſtudy Crad's temper with all the ap- 
plication, and manage it with all the addreſs I 
was maſter of. —And it was not long before I 
found out a ſtrange peculiarity of humour, 
which governed his behaviour towards all his 
dependents. —I obſerved when he was pleafed, 
he was ſuch a niggard of his ſatisfaction, that if 
his wife or ſervants betrayed the leaſt ſymptoms of 
participation, he was offended to an in{upport- 
able degree of cholar, and fury, the effects of 
which they ſeldom failed to feel. And when 


ſoothing always exaſperated it, beyond the 
bounds of reaton and humanity.— I therefore 
purſued a contrary plan; and one day, when 
lie honoured me with the names of ignorant 
whelp and lazy raggamuffin, — J boldy replied, 
[ was neither ignorant nor lazy, fince 1 both 
underitood and performed my buſineſs as well 
as he could do for his ſoul : neither was it jult 
to call me raggamuffin, for I had a whole coat 
on my back, and was deſcended from a better 
family than any he could boaſt an alliance with. 
He gave tokens of great amazement at this 
aſſurance of mine, and ſhook his cane over my 
head, regarding me all the time with a coun- 
tenance truly diabolical. Although I was ter- 
ribly ſtartled at his menacing looks and poſture, 
I had yet reflection enough left, to convince me, 
I had gone too far to retract, and that this was 
the critical minute, which muſt decide my fu- 
ture lot, in his ſervice 3 whereupon I ſnatched 
up the peſtle of a mortar, and ſwore if he offered 
to ſtrike me without cauſe, I would fee whe- 
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ther his ſcull or my weapon was hardeſt.— HE an 
continued filent for ſome time, and at laſt brok: WF cor 
forth into theſe ejaculations. — This is fe WR un 
ufage from a ſervant to his maſter, very fine! WI pi: 
E= damnation !— but, no matter, you fall ho 


pay for this, you dog, you ſhail,— DPI do your tle 
* bufinels—yes, yes, | wo) teach you to lift V Or! ip: 
hand againſt me.” — 80 ſaying he retired, and ric 
left me under dreadful japprebenſiens, which va. ab 
niſhed itrely at our next meeting, when he be. M 
haved with unuſual complacency, and treated me o 
with a glaſs of punch after dinner. —By this in 
conduct, by got the aſcendency over him in a m 
ſnort time, and became ſo neceffary to him, in ] 

al 


managing his buſinefs While he was engaged at 
the bottle, that fortune began to wear a kinder 
aſpect with regard to me; and I conſoled my. 

ſelf for the difregard of my former acquaintance, 
with the knowledge Idaily imbibed, by cloſe: ap. 

plication to the duties of my employment, in. 
which I ſucceeded beyond my own expectation. 
I was on very good terms with my maſter's 
wife, whoſe eſteem 1 acquired and eultivated, 
by repreſenting Mrs Potion in the molt ridicu. 
lous lights my fatirica] talents could invent, as 
well as by rendering her ſome chriſtian offices, 
when ſhe had been too familiar with the dram- 
bottle, to which ſhe had often times recourſe 
for conſolation, under the affliction ſhe ſuffer- 
ed from a barbarous huſband—In this manner 
J lived without hearing the leaft tidings of my 
uncle, for the ſpace of two years, during which 
time I kept little or no company, being nei- 
ther in a humour to reliſh, nor in a capacity to 
maintain much acquaintance: for the Nabal my 
maſter allowed me no wages; and the {mall per- 
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quiſites of my tation ſcarce ſopplied me with the 
common neceffaries of life. Iwas no longerapert 
unthinking coxcomb, giddy with popular ap- 
plauſe, and elevated with the extravagance of 
hope; my micortunes had taught me how lit- 
tle the careſſes of the world during a man's pro— 


r ſperity are to be valued by him; and how fe- 
d riouſly and expeditiouſly he ought to ſet himſelf 


about making himſelf independent of them. 


N» My preſent appearance therefore, was the leaſt 
ie of my care, which was wholly engroſſed in lay- 
5 ing up a {tock of inſtruction that might ſecure 


me againſt the caprice of fortune for the future. 
] became ſuch a floven, and contracted ſuch an 
air of auſterity, that every body pronounced 
me creſt-fallen; and Gawky returned to town 
without running any riſk from my reſentment, 
which was by-this time pretty much cooled and 
refrained by prudential reaſons, fo effectually, 
that I never ſo much as thought of obtaining 
ſatisfaction for the injuries he had done me. — 
When I deemed myſelf ſufficiently maſter of my 
buſineſs, I began to caſt about for an opportuni— 
ty of launching into the world, in hopes of 
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8 finding ſome ' proviſion, that might make amends 
bs for the difficulties I had undergone ; but as this 
. could not be effected without a ſmall ſum of mo- 
e ney to equip me for the field, I was in the ut- 


moſt perplexity how to raiſe it, well knowing, 
that Crab for his own ſake, would never put me 
in a condition to leave him, wherthis intereſt 
was ſo much concerned in my ſtay.— But a ſmall 
accident, which happened about this time, de- 
termined him in my favour. This was no other 
than the pregnancy of his maid ſervant, who 
Ceclared her ſituation to me, aſſuring me at 
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the ſame time, that I was the occaſion of it. 
Although I had no reafon to queſtion the 
truth of this imputation, I was not ignorant 
of the familiarities which had paſſed be. 

tween her maſter and her; of which availing 
myſelf, I repreſented to her the folly of laying 

the burthea at my door, when ſhe might diſp of 
of it to much greater advantage with Mr Crab. 
the liſtened to my advice, and next day acquaint. 
ed him with the pretended ſucceſs of their my. 
tual endeavour, —He was far from being over. 
Joyed at this proof of his vigour, which he fore- 


ſaw might have very troubleſome conſequences: 


not that he dreaded any domeſtic grumbling: == d: 
and reproaches from his wife, whom he kept ina. 
perfect ſubjection; but becauſe he knew i N 
would Furniſh his rival Potion with a handle for i 
inſulting and undermining his reputation, there t 
being no ſcandal equal to that of uncleanneſs, n 


in the opinion of thoſe who inhabited that part 
of the iſland where he lived. He therefore took 
a reſolution worthy of himſelf, which was, to 
perſuade the girl, that ſhe was not with child, but 
only afflicted with a diſorder incident to young 
women, which he could eaſily remove: with 
this view (as he pretended) he preſcribed for her 
ſuch medicines, as he thought would infallibly 
procure abortion ; but in this he was diſappoint- 
ed, for the maid being advertiſed of his deſign, 
and at the ſame time well ſatisfied of her own 
condition, abſolutely refuſed to follow his di- 
rection; and threatened to publiſh her fituation | 
to the world, if he did not immediately take 
{ome method of providing for the important oc- 
caſion, which ſhe expected in a few months.— Ml 


It was not long before I gueſſed the reſult of bi; 
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deliberation, by his addreſſing himſelf to me 
(one day) in this manner: © I am ſurpriſed, 
© that a young fellow like you, diſcovers no in- 
« clination to puſh his fortune in the world, — 
By G—d, before I was of your age, I was 
« hroiling on the coalt of Guinea.—Damme |! 


« what's to hinder you from profiting by the 


war, which will certainly be declared in a ſhort 
time againſt Spain. — Jou may eaſily get on 
board of a King's ſhip in quality of a ſur- 
© geon's mate, where you will certainly ſee a 
great deal of practice, and ſtand a good chance 
of getting prize money. I laid hold of this 
declaration, which I had long wiſhed for, and 
aſſured him I would follow his advice with plea- 
ſure, if it was in my power; but that it was 
impoſlible for me to embrace an opportunity of 
that kind, having no friend to advance a little mo- 
ney, to ſupply me with what neceſſaries I ſhould 
want, and defray the expence of my journey to 
London. He told me that few neceſſaries were 
required; and as for the expence of the journey, 
he would lend me money, uot only for that pur- 
poſe, but allo to maintain me comfortably in 
London, until 1 ſhould procure a warrant for 
my proviſion aboard of ſome ſhip. I gave him a 
thouſand thanks for his obliging offer (although 
I was very well apprized of his motive,) which 
was to make the chambermaid lay the child to 
me after I was gone; and accordingly J ſet out 
in a few weeks for Lendon ; my whole fortune 
conif.ing of one ſuit of cloaths, half a dozen 
ruffled ſhirts, as many plain, two pair of wor- 
ied ſtockings, as many thread; a caſe of poc- 
ket inſtruments, a ſmall edition of Horace, 
Wiſeman's ſurgery, and ten guineas in caſh ; for 
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which. Crab took my bond, bearing 5 per cen: mo 


intereſt; at the ſame time giving me a letter tg the 

the member of parliament for our town, which Wi f 

he ſaid would do my buſinels. ſwe 

Tos . my tol 

CiAE VIE not 

| pe 

J arrive at Newcaftle—mcet with my cd ſchooi-fell;rs ag 

Sirap—we determine io walk in company 10 e ta 
out. , ur Journey—prt up at a Seltary aie-hai fe—; Ip 

diſturbed by a ſirange adventure in the uig hi. J 

me 

HERE is no ſuch convenience as a wag. oC 

gon in this country, and my finances were gat 

R 


too weak to ſupport the expence of hiring a 
horſe : I determined therefore to ſet out with 
the carriers who tranſport goods from one place 
to another on horfe-back; this I accordingly 
Put in execution, on the firſt day of November 
1739, fitting upon a pack ſaddle between two 
baſkets 3 one of which contained my goods in a 
knapſack. But by the time we arrived at New- 
caſtle upon Zyne, I was ſo fatigued with the 
tediouſneſs of the carriage, and benumbed with 
the coldneſs of the weather, that I reſolved to 
travel the reſt of my journey on foot, rather 
than proceed in ſuch a diſagreeable manner. 
The hoſtler of the inn at which we put up, 
underſtanding I was bound for London, adviſcd 
me to take my paſſage in a collier, which would 
be both cheap and expeditions. and withal much 
eafier than to walk upwards of three hundred 
miles through deep roads, in the winter time; 
which he believed I had not ſtrength enough to 
perform. —I was almoſt perſuaded to take his 
advice, when, one day, ſtepping into a barber's 
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: WT hop to be ſhaved, the young man, while he la- 
0 thered my face, accoſted me thus: * Sir, I pre- 
l « ſume you are a Scotchman.“ To which I an- 


ſwered in the affirmative.—“ Pray (continued 
© he) of what part of Scotland; —I no ſooner 
told him, than he diſcovered great emotion, and 
not confining his operation to my chin and up— 
per lip, beſmeared my whole face with great 
agitation.— At wlich I was ſo offended, that 
ſtarting up, I aſked him, what the dl he meant 
by uſing me ſo:— He begged pardon, telling 
me his joy in meeting with a countryman had 
occaſioned ſome contuſion in him; and craved.. 
my name. —But when I declared my name was 


ET OE FO cc 1 
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x Random, he exclaimed in a rapture, © How! 
Rory Random?“ The ſame, I replicd, look- 
. ing at him with altomiſhment z What (cried he) 
; don't you know your old fchool-fellow, Hugh 
Strap?“ At that inſtant recollecting his face 
, I flew into his arms and in the tranſport of my 
: joy, gave him back one half of the ſuds he had 


o laviſtly beſtowed on my countenance ; ſo that 
we made a very ludicrous appearance, and fur- 
niſhed a great deal of mirth to his maſter and 
ſhop-mates, who were witnefles of this ſcene. 
When our natural careſſes were over, I ſat down 
again to be ſhaved, but the poor fellow's nerves 
were ſo diſcompoſed by this unexpected meeting 
that his hand could ſcarcely hold the razor, 
with which (nevertheleſs) he found means to cut 
me in three places, in as many ſtrokes. His 
maſter perceiving his diſorder, bid another ſup- 
ply his place; and after the operation was per- 
formed, gave Strap leave to paſs the reſt of the 
day with me. — We retired immediately to my 


lodgings, where calling for ſome beer, I deſir- 
Vol. I. 
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ed to be informed of his adventures, which con. 
tained nothing more, than that his matter dying 
before his time was out, he had come to New. 
caſtle about a year ago, in expectation of jour. 
ney-work, along with three young fellows of 
his acquaintance, who worked in the keels; 
that he had the good fortune of being employed 
by a very civil maſter, with whom he intended 
to ſtay till the ſpring, at which time be propo- 
ſed to go to London, where he did not doubt of 
finding encouragement. — When I communica- 
ted to him my ſituation and deſign, he did not 
approve of my taking a paſſage by ſea, by rea- 
ſon of the danger of a winter voyage, which is 
very hazardous along that coaſt. as well as the 
precariouſnefs of the wind, which might poſſibly 
detain me a great while, to the no ſmall detri- 
meut of my fortune: whereas, if I could ven- 
ture by land, he would bear me company, earry 
my baggage as well as his own, all the way; 
and if we ſhould find ourſelves fatigued, it would 
be no hard matter for us to find on the road, 
either return horſes or waggons, of which we 
might take the opportunity for a very trif- 
ling expence I was ſo raviſhed with this pro- 
poſal, that I embraced him affectionately, and 
aſſured him he might command my purſe to the 
laſt farthing; but he gave me to underſtand 
he had ſaved money ſufficient to anſwer his own 
oceaſions; and that he had a friend in London, 
who would ſoon introduce him into bufineſs in 
that capital; and might poſſibly have it in his 
power to ſerve me likewiſe. 
. Having concerted our plain, and ſettled our 
affairs that night, we departed next morning by 
day -break, armed with a good cudgel each, my 
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companion being charged with the furniture of 
us both, crammed into one knapſack, which he 
carried after the manner of ſoldiers on a march ; 

and our money ſewed between the lining and 
waiſt-band of our breeches, except ſome looſe fil- 
ver for our immediate expence on the road, — 
We travelled al] day at a round pace ; but be- 
ing ignorant of the proper ſtages, we were be- 
nizhted at a good diſtance from any inn, which 
compelled us to take up our lodging at a ſmall 
hedge alehouſe, that ftood by itſelf on a bye- 
road, about half a mile from the high way: 

There we found a pedlar of our own country, 
in whoſe company we regaled ourſelves with 
bacon and eggs and a glais of good ale, before 
a comfortable fire, converſing all the while very 
ſociably with the landlord and his daughter, au 
hale buxom laſs, who entertained us with great 
good humour, ond in whoſe affection I was vain 
enough to imagine I had made ſome progreſs — 
About eight o'clock, we were all three, at our 
own deſire, ſhewninto an apartment, where were 
two beds, in one of which Strap and I betook 
ourſelves to reſt, and the pedlar occupied the o- 
ther, though not before he had prayed a con- 
ſiderable time extempore; ſearched in to every 
corner of the room, and faſtened the door on the 
inſide with a ſtrong iron ſcrew, which he carried 
about with him for that uſe. I flept very ſound 
till midnight, when I was diſturbed by a violent 
motion of the bed which ſhook under me with 
a continual tremor. —Alarmed at this phzno- 
menon, I jogged my companion, whom I, to my 
no ſmall amazement, found drenched in ſweat 
and quaking through every limb; he told me 
with a low faultering voice that we were un 


2— 


„ D—n that ſon of a b— ch, Smack th: {We 


coachman !—he has ſerved me a fine trick, in. 
4 him repent it!—P'I] teach the ſcoundrel to 
articles with me. — Oar landlady endeavoured 


to appeaſe this exaſperated robber, by ſaying, 
that he might poſſibly be miſlaken in Smack, 


* 4% % 


| other gentleman that robbed his coach, and that 
if an accident had diſappointed him to-day, he 
hin; ſoon find opportenttice enough to attone 


dear Bett, (replied he) I never had, nor never 


c ers ;-—had it been my fortune to have got 


Well, well (cries Betty) we muſt truſt to pro- 


worth taking, which efcaped the other adven- 
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done: for there was a bloody highwayma ! tur 
loaded with piſtols, in the next room; then, gle 
bidding me make as little noiſe as poflible, he 
directed me to a ſmall chink in the board par. 
tition, through which | could fee a thick ſet 
brawny fellow, with a fierce ' countenancy, 
ſitting at a table in company with our young 
landlady. having a bottle of ale and a brace 
of piſtols before them. —T liſtened with great 
attention, and heard him ſay in a terrible tone; 
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© deed but GEE ſeize me. if I don't make 


give intelligence to others, while he is under 
who perhaps kept no corre ſpondence with the 


for his loſt trouble. * Pl] tell thee what, my 


* 


« will, while my name ie Rifle, have ſuch a glo- 
* rious booty *as I mified to-day—Z—ds! 
there was 4cc J. in caſh to recruit men for the 
c king's ſervice, beſides the jewels, watches, 
« ſwords, and money belonging to the paſſen- 


3 PA -Qa: 


* clear oo” with ſo much treaſure, I would have 
* purchaſed a commiſſion in the army, and made 
« you an officer's lady, you jade, I would.'— 


* yidence for that ;— but did you find nothing 
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ais this here purchaſe, a gold ſauff box, my. 
L « jnfide of the lid: which 1 untied out of the 
tail of a pretty lady's ſmock.*— Here, as the. 


BY devil would have it, the pedlar ſnored ſo loud, 


ſtarted up, crying, Hell and d—n—n! I am 


who, miſtaking the road, had taken up their 


nim, there were only a couple of poor young 


„ gold watch which he had concealed in his 
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turer ?!— Not much, faith (ſaid the lover ;) I 
gleaned 2 few things —ſuch as a pair of pops 
« filver mounted, (here they are) I took them 
« Joaded out of the pockets of the captain who 
had the charge of the money, together with a 


* 


« breeches. —I likewiſe found ten Portugal 
pieces in the ſhoes of a quaker, whom the ſpirit 
© moved to revile me with great bitterneſs and 
« devotion 3 but what I value myſelf moſtly for, 


girl, with a young genileman's picture on the 


that the highwayman, ſnatching his piftols, 


© betrayed, —who's that in the next room ?— 
Mrs Betty told him, he need not be uneaſy, 


there were only three poor wearied travellers, 


lodging there, and were aſleep long ago. Tra- 
vellers! (lays he,) ſpies, you b—ch ! but no 
© matter—by G—d, I'll fend them all to hell 
in an inſtant. He accordingly ran towards our 
door, when his ſweetheart interpoſing, aſſured 


Scotchmen, who were too raw and ignorant to 
give him the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion; and the 
third was a preſbyterian pedlar of the ſame na- 
tion, who had often lodged in the houſe before. 
This declaration ſatished the thief, who ſwore 
he was glad there was a pedlar there, for he 
wanted ſome linen.—Then in a jovial manner, 
he put about the glaſs, mingling his diſcourſe ts 
Betty, with careſſes and familiarities that ſpoke 


him very happy in his amours. During that part 


a long petition to heaven, to deliver him from 


from his preſent diſtreſs.— Whether or not this 


and lay very quiet, until the robber and his mi- 
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of the converſation which regard us, Stray Pavic 
had crept under the bed, where he lay withou ! 
ſenſe or motion, ſo that it was with great diff. 
enlty I perſuaded him cur danger was over, and 
prevailed on him to wake the pedlar, and inform 
him of what we had ſeen and heard.-- This iti. 
nerant merchant no ſooner felt ſomebody ſhakin 
him by the ſhoulder, than he flarted up, calling 
as loud as he could, —* Thieves, thieves ! L—{ 
© have mercy on. us.” Rifle, alarmed at thi; 


exclamation, jumped up, cocked one of his pi. 4 
ſtols, and turned towards the door to kill the Par 
firſt man who ſhould enter; for he verily belie- pf 


ed himſelf beſet ; when his Dulcinca, after an im, 5 the 


moderate fit of laughter, perſuaded him, that 
the poor pedlar dreaming of thieves, had onl; 
cried out in his fleep, —Mean while my comcrad: WR 
had undeceived our fellow lodger, and informed * 
him of his reaſon for diſturbing him; upon WY 
which, getting up ſoftly, he peeped through WE pl 
the hole, and was fo terrified with what he ſaw, ri] 
that, falling down on his bare knees, he put up Wl 


the hands of that ruffian, and promiſed never 
to defraud a cuſtomer for the future of the value 
of a half-penny, provided he might be reſcued 


diſaurthening his conſcience afforded him any 
eaſe, I know not; but he flipt into bed again, 
ſtreſs were aſleep, which he underſtood by their 
ſnoring in concert; then, riſing ſoftly, he un- 
tied a rope that was round his pack, and making 
it faſt to one end of it, opened the window 
with as little noiſe as poſſible, and lowered bis 
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ods into the yard with great dexterity; which 
aving done, he moved gently to our bed- ſide, 
ad bid us farewell, telling us, that as we ran 
Ino rilk, we might take our reſt with great con- 
Wi dence, and in the morning aflure the landlord, 
that we knew nothing of is elcape ; then ak 
2 ing us by the hands, and wiſhing us all manner 
Jof ſucceſs, he let himſelf drop from the win— 


U | 
K. dow, without any danger, to the ground, which 
Las not above one yard from his feet as he 


hung on the outſide. 

5 Although I did not think proper to accom - 
WT pany him in his flight, I was not at all free from 
Z apprehenſion when J reflected on what might be 
the effects of the highwayman's diſappointment, 
: who certainly intended to make free with the ped- 
IT lar's ware, Neither was my companion at more 
eaſe in his mind, but on the contrary ſo poſſeſſed 
with the dreadful idea of Rifle, that he ſolicited 
me ſtrongly to follow our countryman's exam- 
ple, and ſo elude the fatal reſentment of that ter- 
f rible adventurer, who would certainly wreak his 
vengeance on us, as accomplices of the pedlar's 
elopement.— But I repreſented to him, the dan- 
ger of giving Rifle cauſe to think we knew his 
| profeſſion, by putting him in mind, that if ever 
he ſhould meet us again on the road (which was 
tar from being impoſſible) he would look upon 
us as dangerous acquaintance, and find it his in- 
tereſt to put us out of the way.— I told him 
withal, the confidence I had in Betty's good-na- 
ture; in which he acquieſced, and during the 
remaining part of the night, we concerted a 
proper method of behaviour, to render us unſu- 
ſpected in the morning. | 
It was no ſooner day, than Betty, entering 
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© bid !—Sure he has not robbed us.'— Then 
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our, chamber, and perceiving the window open, 
cried out, Odds bobs! Sure you Scotchme 
muſt have hot conſtitutions, to lie all night 
© with the window open in ſuch cold weather! 
l feigned to ſtart out of ſleep, and withdraw. 
ing the curtain, called * What's the matter? 

When ſhe {Miwed me, I affected ſurprize, and 
ſaid, Bleſs me! the window was ſhut when Ml 
* we went to bed.'— I'll be hanged, faid ſhe, 
* if Sawny Waddle the pedlar, has not got uy 
in a dream and done it, for I heard him ver; 
* obſtropulos in his ſleep.— Sure I put a cham. 
© ber pot under his bed! With theſe word; WE 
ſhe advanced to the bed in which he lay, and 
finding the ſheets cold, ſhe exclaimed, * Good 
lack a daiſy ! the rogue is fled !* * Fled (cri. 
ed I, with a feigned amazement) G- d for. 


ſpringing up, I laid hold of my breeches, and 
emptied all my looſe money into my haud: ¶ co 
which having reckoned, I ſaid, Heaven be prai- I 
ſed, our money is all ſafe.— Strap, look to the h: 
knapſack— He did ſo, and found all was right. 8 
Upon which we aſked with ſeeming concern, if m 
he had ſtole nothing belonging to the houſe. — I 
No, no, replied ſhe, he has ſtole nothing but 


© his reckoning ;* which it ſeems, this pious ti 
pedlar had forgot to diſcharge in the midſt of c 
his devot ion.— Betty, after a moment's pauſc, 2 


withdrew, and immediately we could hear her 
waken Rifle, who no ſooner heard of Waddle'; 
fiight, than he jumped out of bed and dreſſed, 
venting a thouſand execrations, and vowing to 
murder the pedlar if ever he could ſet :eyes on 
him again; For, faid he, the ſcoundrel has 
by this time raiſed the hue and cry againt 
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© me. Having dreſſed himſelf in a hurry, he 
mounted his horſe, and for that time rid us of 
This company, and a thouſand fears that were 
the conſequence of it.— While we were at break- 
faſt, Betty endeavoured, by all the cunning ſhe 
vas miſtreſs of, to learn whether or no we ſu- 
ſpected our fellow-lodger, whomWve ſaw take 
W horſe : but as we were on our guard, we an- 
ſwered her ſly queſtions with a ſimplicity ſhe 
could not diſtruſt; when all of a ſudden, we 
heard the trampling of a horſe's feet at the door. 
This noiſe alarmed Strap ſo much, whoſe ima- 
© gination was wholly engrofſed by the image of 
Rifle, that with a countenance as pale as milk, 
he cried out, O Lord! there's the highway- 
man returned !'—Our landlady, ſtartled at 
© theſe words, ſaid, + What highwayman, young 
WT © man?—Do you think any highway man har- 
© © bour here ? — Though I was very much dit- 
W concerted at this piece of indiſcretion in Strap, 
I had preſence of mind enough to tell hier, we 
had met a horſe-man the day before, whom 
Strap had fooliſhly ſuppoſed to be a highway- 
man, becauſe he rode with piſtols ; and that he 
was terrifed at the ſound of a horſe's feet ever 
fince.—She forced a ſmile at the ignorance and 
timorouſneſs of my comerade ; but I could per- 
ceive, (not without great concern) that this 
account was not at all ſatiafactory to her. 
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s - CHAP. IX. 


id Ve proceed on our jo hurney are overtaken by an highway 
| | _— fires at Strap, is prevented ; from footing me by d Gyn. 
| pany of horſemen, who ride in prinſul f bin Sire 7 13 put 
l to led at au ini adventures ai that iun, 


1 well 
® FTER having paid our bee, and taken WR 1 af 
| leave of our hoſteſs, who embraced ne Riff 
; tenderly at parting, we proceeded on our jour. Wi fore 


| ney, bleſſing ourſelves that we had come off fh 
well. We had not walked above five wifes 
when we obſerved a man on horſe-back g gallop. 
ing after us, whom we in a ſhort time recognized 
to be no ther than the formidable hero why 
had already given us fo much vexation.— He 
i {topped hard by me, and aſked me if I knen 
Who he was ?— My kaſtoniſhment had diſeoncert. 
ed me {o much, that I did not hear his queſti. 
on, which he repeated with a volley of oaths and 
threats; but Iremainedas mute as before. — Stray 


vat 
ſeeing my diſcompeſure, fell upon his knees 1 in WY to; 
the mud, uttering with a Jamentable voice, 25 
theſe words : For Ch—ſt's ſake, have mercy 6... 
upon us, Mr. Rifle, we know you very well,'— 6. 
O ho! cricd the thief, you do!— but by G—d, 85 


* 


you ſhall never be evidence againſt me in this 
world, you dog! — 80 ſaying, he drew 1 
piſtol and fired it at the unfortunate ſhaver, who 
fell flat upon the ground without ſpeaking 1 
word.— My comerade's fate, and my own ſitu- 


ation, reveted me to the place where I Rood, Mee 
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deprieved of all ſenſe and reſlection; ſo that 1 MW & 
| did not make the leaſt attempt either to run n 
| away, or deprecate the wrath of this barbarian, Wl 1 


who ſnapped a ſecond piſtol at me; but before 
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4 veying the corple of my friend tothe next houſe, 


pany of horſemen coming up ; whereupon he 
rode off, and left me ſtanding motionleſs as a 
E {tatue, in which poſture 1 was found by thoſe 


company, which conſiſted of three men in livery 
well armed, was headed by an officer, who (as 


Rifle had taken the pocket piſtols the day be— 
E fore ; and who making known his misfortune 
io a nobleinan he met in the road, aſſuring him 
his non-reſiſtance was altogether owing to his 
conſideration for the ladies in the coach, pro- 
eured the aſſiſtance of his lordſhip's ſervants to 
go in queſt of the plunderer - This holiday cap- 
uin ſcampered up to me with great address, 
aud aſked who fired the piſtol which he had 
W heard—As I had not yet recovered my reaſ- 
W on, he, before I could anſwer, obſerved a body 
lying on the ground: at which ſight his colour 
5 vaniſhed, and he pronounced with a faultering 
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ke had time to prime again, perceived a com- 


whoſe: appearance had ſaved my life. — This 


I afterwards learned) was the perſon from whom 


tongue, Gentlemen, here's murder committed! 
Let us alight. — No, no, (ſaid one of his 
© followers, ) let us rather purſue the murderer, — 

© Which way went he young man ?—By this 
time, | had recollected myſelf fo far as to tell 
him he could not be a quarter of a mile before 
them; and beg one of them to aſſiſt me in con- 


in order to its being interred. — The captain, 
foreſeeing that in caſe he purſued, he muſt ſoon 
come to action, began to curb his horſe, and 
give him the ſpur at the ſame time, which made 
the creature rear up and ſnort in ſuch a manner 
that he called out, his horſe was frighted and 
would not proceed; at the fame time wheeling, 
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himround and round, ſtroaking his neck, whiſtlin caly 
and wheedling him with Sirrah, firrah, —gently, the! 
« gently, &c. -Z. - ds! (cries one ofthe ſervants) 
* ſure my Lord's Sorrel is not reſty!'— With 
theſe words, he beſtowed a laſh on his buttocks, 
and Sorrel diſdaining the rem, ſprung forward 
with the captain at a pace that would have foon 
brought him up with the robber, had not the 
girth (happily for him) given way, by which 
means he landed in the dirt ; and two of his at. 
tendants continued the purſuit, without mind. 
ing his ſituation in the leaſt. — Mean while one 
of the three who remained, at my defire, turn. 
ing the body of Strap to one fide, in order to 


fee the wound which had killed him, found him for 
ſtill warm and breathing; whereupon I immedi. un 
ately let him blood, and ſaw him, with inex. lin 
preſſible joy, recover, having received no other Wl 
wound than what his fear inflicted. — Having ſin 
got him upon his legs, we walked together to hu 
an inn, about half a mile from the place, where ſo 
Strap being not quite recovered, went to bed, lo 
and in a little time after, the third ſervant re- V 
turned with the captain's horſe and furniture, ol 


leaving himſelf to crawl after as well as he 
could. This gentleman of the ſword upon his 
arrival, complained grievouſly of the bruiſe ac- 
caſioned byſhis fall; and on the recommendation 
of the ſervant, who warranted my ability, I was 
employed to bleed him, for which he rewarded 
me with half a crown. 

The time between this and dinner ] paſſed in 
obſerving a game at cards, between two farmers 
an exciſeman, and a young fellow in a ruſty gown 
and caflock, who as | afterwards underſtood, 
was Curate of a neighbouring pariſh—It wes 


* 


WT indecency of his behaviour, which appeared 
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eaſy to perceive, that the match was uot equal; 

the two farmers being partners, having to do 
E with a couple of ſharpers who ſtript them of 
Hall their caſh in a very ſhort time.— But what 
ſurprized me very much, was to hear this cler- 
Y oyman reply to one of the countrymen who 
ſcemed to ſuſpect foul play in theſe words: 
Den me, friend, d'ye queſtion my honour ? 
II did notat alt wonder to find a cheat in can- 
& onicals, this being an animal frequent in my 
own country; but I was ſcandalized at the 


in the oaths he ſwore, and the bawdy ſongs 
which he ſung.— At laſt to make amends in 
ſome ſort, for the damage he had done the 
unwary boors, he pulled out a fiddle from the 
lining of his gown, and promiſing to treat them 
with a dinner, began to play moſt melodiouſly 
ſinging all the while in concert.—This good 
humour of the parſon inſpired the company with 
ſo much glee, that the farmers ſoon forgot their 
loſſes, and all hands went to dancing in the yard. 
While we were agreeably amuſed in this manner, 
our muſician ſpying a horſeman riding towards the 
inn, ſtopt allof a ſudden crying out, Gad ſo! 
« gentleman, I beg your pardon, there's our 
dog of a doctor coming iato the 1an.'—And 
immediately concealed his inſtrument, and ran 
towards the gate, where he took hold of the 
vicar's bridle, and helped bim off, enquiring 
very cordiallyinto the ſtate of his bealth.— This 
roſy ſon of the church (who might be about the 
age of fifty) having alighted, andeutruſted the 
eurate with his horſe, ſtalked with great ſolem- 
nity into the kitchen, where fitting down by the 
hre, he called for a bottle of ale and a pipe; 
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ſearce dcigning an anſwer to the ſubmiſſive que. 
ſtions of {ome preſent, who knew him, about 
the welfare of his family. — While he indulged 
himſelf in this ſtate, amidſt a profound filence, 
the curate approaching him with great reverence, 
alked if he would not be pleaſed to honour us 
with his company at dinner? To which he an. 
ſwered in the negative, ſaying he had been to vi. 
lit ſqauire Bumkin, who had drank himſelf into 
a high fever at the laſt afſizes, and that he had, 
on leaving his own, houſe, told Betty he ſhould 
dine at home. - Accordi: agly, when he had made 
an end of his bottle and | pipe, he got up, and 
moved towards the door with the ſame dignity, 
as when he entered; where his journeymen ſtodd 
ready with his nag.— He had no ſooner mount- 
ed, than this facetious parſon, coming into the 
kitchen, began in this manner :. „There the old 
* raſcal goes, and the d- go with him.— You 
s ſee now the world wags, gentlemen.— By 
- d, this rogue of a vicar does not deſerve 
to live; and yet he has two livings worth 
Aol. per annum, while poor Iam fain tõ do all 
© his drudgery, and ride twenty miles every Sun— 
day to preach ; for what ! why truly, for 20% 
« a year, —I ſcorn to boaſt of my own qualifi- 
cations, but - compariſons, you know are 091- 
« ous. —I ſhould be glad to know how this ſwag 
© belhed doctor deſerves to be more at eaſe than 
© me.—He can lol] in his elbow chair at home, 


indulge himſelf inthe belt of victuals and wine, 
and enjoy the converſation of Betty his houſe. 


© Keeper, —You underſtand me gentlemen. — 
Betty is the doctor's poor kinſwoman, and a 
„ pretty girl ſne is; but no matter for that ;— 
+ ay, and a dutifu gir] to. her parents, whom 
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i « ſhe goes to ſee regularly every year, though 
. I muſt own, I could never learn in what coun- 
Z © try they live—My ſervice t'ye, gentlemen,'— 

By this time, dinner being ready, 1 waked my 
companion, and we eat all together with great 
8 chearfulneſs and ſatis faction. M heh our meal 
was ended, and every man's ſhare of the reckon— 
ning adjuſted, the curate went out-on pretence of 
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lord. He got himſelf into a ſcrape, by pawn- 


low cannot be too much admired for chis 


Shuffle, —I could not help ſmiling, when he 
very curious fellow. e pieked up ſome ſcraps 


© the umiverlity.— But what he moſt excels in, is 


„to exaſperate him too much, and ſo made 


* wards recommended him to the curacy 


A 
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ſome neceſſary occaſion, and mounting his horſe, 
left the two farmers to ſatisfy the hott in the belt 
manner they could — We were no ſooner inform— 
ed of this piece of fineſſe, than the excifeman, 
who had been filent hitherto, began with a ma- 
licious grin, * Ay, ay, this is an old trick of 


© talked of treating.—You mult know, this is a 
of learning whale he eren young lord 'Triffle at 
« pimpiyg. .—No man knows his talent better 


than I, for I was valet de chambre to *fquire 
c Tattle, an intimate companion of Shuffle's 


ing ſome of his -lordthip's cloaths, on which 
© account he was turned away; but as he was 
* acquainted with me particular circum- 
* ſtances of my lord's conduct, he did not care 


{ intereſt for his receiving orders, and after- 
* which. he now enjoys. — However, the fe}- 
$ dexterity, in making a comfortable live— 
lihood, in ſpight of ſuch a ſmali allowance. 


You hear he plays a good ſtick, and is really 
diverting company—this makes him agree- 
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ſtice enough to acquaint them with theſe parti. 


practiſe on other occaſions, he was very certain, 


thruſting his neck into the paſſage, to ſee if he 
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whiſper. 
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© able wherever he goes; — and as for playing at 
© cards, there is not a man within three coun. 
ties a match for him;—the truth is, he is 
„ damnable cheat, and can ſhift a card with 
© ſuch addreſs, that it is impoſſible to diſcover 
© him.'—At this he was interrupted by one 6 
the farmers, who aſked him, why he had no ju. 


culars before they engaged in play ?—The cn. 
ciſeman replied without any heſitation, that jt 
was none of his buſineſs to intermeddle between 
man and man; beſides, he did not know they 
were ignorant of Shuffle's character, which 
was notorious to the whole country. — This did 
not ſatisfy the other, who taxed him with abet. 
ting and aſſiſting the curate's knavery, and in- 
ſifted on having his ſhare of the winning return. 
ed; which the exciſeman as poſitively refuſed, 
affirming, that whatever {lights ShufMle might 


that he played on the ſquare with them, and 
would anſwer it before any bench in chriſten. 
dom; ſo ſaying, he got up, and having payed 
his reckoning, ſneaked off. The landlord 


was gone, ſhook his head, ſaying, Ah! Lord 
help us! If every ſinner was to have his de- 
ſerts.— Well, we victuallers mult not diſoblige 
the exciſemen. But I know what,—if parſon 
Shuffle aad he were weighed together, a ſtraw 
thrown into either ſcale would make the bal- 
ance kick the beam. — But, maſters, this is 
under the roſe, continued Boniface, with z 
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. 
| The bighyayman is laben ie are detained as evidence againſt 
bim—proceed to the next village—he efc aße e arrive 
at another inn, where we v9 to bed in the n git we are 


awaked Fy a dreadful adyenture—next n: 80 Ie ledge at 
the houſe of a ſch59l mater u treatment there. 


TRAP and I were about to depart on our 
| journey, when we perceived a croud on the 
| . coming towards us, ſhouting, and halloo- 
ing all the way. As it approached, we could 
£ diſcern a man on horſeback in the middle, with 
bis hands tied behind him, whom we ſoon knew 
tobe Rifle. This highwayman not being ſo 
ell mounted as the cwo ſervants who went in 
. purſuit of him, was ſoon overtaken, and after 
having Giſcharged his piſtols, made priſoner 
EF without any further oppolition. They were 
carrying him in triumph, admidit the'acclamati- 
ons of the country people, to a juſtice of peace 
in a neighbouring village, but ſtopt at our inn 
to join their companion and take refreſhment. 
When Rifle was diſmounted, and placed in the 
yard, within a circle of peaſants, armed with 
pitch-forks, I was amazed to ſee what a piti- 
ful dejected fellow he now appeared, who had 
but a few hours ago filled me with ſo much ter- 
ror and confuſion —My companion was ſo much 
encouraged by this alteration in his appearance, 
W that going up to the thief he preſented hisclen- 
ched filts to this noſe, and declared, that he 
would either cudgel or box with the priſoner 
for a guinea, which he immediately produeed ; 
and began to ſtrip — but was diſſuaded from this 
Vor. I. 8 
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folly of the undertaking, as Rifle was noy in 


ed with hopes of the reward; but gave me 
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adventure by me, who repreſented to him th, 


the hands of jultice, which would, no doubt, 
give us all ſatisfaction enough. But what made 
me repent of our impertinent curioſity, was ou 
being detained by the captors, as evidence 
againſt him, when we were juſt going to ſet for. 
ward. However, there was no remedy ; ve 
were obliged to comply, and accordingly joined 
in the cavalcade, which luckily took the ſame 
road that we propoſed. About the twilight we 
arrived at the place of our deſtination, but ay 
the juitice was gone to viſt a gentleman in the 
country, with whom he would probably {tay 
all night, the robber was confined 1n an empty 
garret, three ſtories high, from which it ſeem. 
ed impoſſible for him to eſcape; this neverthe. 
leſs was the caſe; for next morning when they 
went up ſtairs, to bring him before the juſtice, 
the bird was flown, having! got out at the win. 
dow upon the leads, from whence he continu. 
ed his rout along the tops of the adjoining 
houſes, and got into another garret windoy, 
where he ſculked, unti] the family were aſleep, 
at which time he ventured down ftairs, and let 
himſelf out by the ſtreet door, which was found 
open. This event was a great diſappointment 
to thoſe who apprehended him, who were fluſh. 


great joy, as I was permitted now to continue 
my Journey without any further moleſtation, 
Reſolving to make up for the ſmall progreſs we 
had hitherto made, we this day travelled with 
great vigour, and before night got to a mar. 


ket-town twenty miles from the place from 


whence we ſet out in the morning, without 


* 


ling taken up our lodging at an inn, I found my- 


forming our journey on foot, and defired Strap 
Ito enquire if there was any waggon, return hor— 
es, or other cheap carriage in this place, to de- 
part for London to-morrow or next day. He 
Jas informed, that the waggon from Newcaltie 
for London had halted here two nights ago, and 
chat it would be an eaſy matter to overtake it, 
it not the next day, at fartheſt the day after the 
W next. This piece of news gave us ſome fatisfac- 
non, and after making a hearty ſupper on haſh- 
Jed mutton, we were ſhewu to our room, which 
contained two beds, the one allotted for us, and 
che other for a very honeſt gentleman, who, we 
W were told, was then drinking below. Though 
ve could have very well diſpenſed with his com- 
: pany, we were glad to ſubmit to this diſpoſition, 


aud accordingly went to reſt, after having ſecur- 


i Strap, than ſtarting out of bed, he ran againſt 
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meeting any adventure worth notice. Here hav- 


felf ſo fatigued, that I began to deſpair of per- 


as there was not another bed empty in the houſe; 


ed our baggage under the boliter. About two 
or three o'clock in the morning, I was awaked 
out of a very profound ſleep, by a dreadful noiſe 
in the chamber, which. did not fail to throw me 
into an agony of conſternation, when I heard 
theſe words pronounced with a terrible voice— 
Blood and wounds! run the halbert into the 
guts of him that's next to you, and PI] blow 
the other's brains out preſently.” This dread- 
fal ſalutation had no ſooner reached the ears of 


ſome body in the dark, and overturned him in aa 
inflant, at the fame time bawling out, Fire! 
murder! fire!“ which in a moment alarmed 
he whole houſe, and filled our chamber with a 
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crowd of naked people. When lights wer. Ml publi 
drought, the occaſton of all this diſturbance ſoam WM 
appeared; which was no other than our fellgy 
lodger, whom we found lying on the flog 
ſcratching his head, with a look teſtifying the 
utmoſt aitoniſhment, at the concourſe of appari. 
tions that ſurrounded him. This honeſt gentle. 
man was, it ſeems, a recruiting ſerjeant, why 
having lifted two country fellows over-night, 
dreamed they had mutinied, and threatened to 
murder him and the drummer who was alony 
with him. This made ſuch an impreſſion on hi; 
imagination, that he got up in his ſleep, and 
expreſſed himſelf as above — When our apprehen. 
tion of danger vaniſhed, the company behel{ 
one another with great ſurprize and mirth ; but 
what attracted the notice of every one, was our 
landlady with nothing on her but her ſhift and 
a large pair of buckſkin breeches with the back. 
ide before, which ſhe had ſlipt on in the hurry, 
and her huſband with her petticoat about hi; 
ſhoulders: one had wrapt himſelf in a blanket, 
another was covered with a ſheet, and the drum- 
mer who bad given his. only ſhirt to be waſhed, 
appeared in querpo with the bolſter rolled about 
his middle. When this affair was diſcuſſed, t! 
every body tetired to his own apartment, the ſer- WF © 
jeant flipt into bed, and my companion and I Wi | 
feept without any further diſturbance till the 
morning, when we got up, went to breakfall, 
paid our reckoniug, and ſet forward in expeQa- 
tion of overtaking the waggon; in which how: 
ever we were diſappointed that day. As we 
exerted onrielves more than uſual, I found myſeſf 
quite ſpent with fatigue, when we entered a {mall 
village in the twilight. We enquired for 2 
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Ipublick houſe, and were directed to one of a very 
Worry appearance. At our entrance the land— 
lord, who ſeemed to be a venerable old man, 
With long grey hair, roſe from a table placed 
Eby a large fire in a very neat paved kitchen, and 
wich a chearful countenance accoſted us in theſe 
5 words : © Salvete, pueri, —ingredimini.“ I was 
not a little pleaſed to hear our hoſt ſpeak Latin, 
T becauſe I was in hopes of recommending myſelf 
to him by my knowledge in that language; I 
therefore anſwered without heſitation, — Di/olv2 
igus, ligna ſuper foco—large reponens, I had 
no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than the old 
gentleman running towards me, ſhook me by the 
hand, crying, —* Fili mi diledtifſime ! unde ve- 
ui ſuperis ni fallor! — In ſhort, finding 
we were both. read in the claſſicks, he did not 
know how to teſtify his regard, but ordered his 
daughter, a jolly roſy cheeked damſel, who was 
his ſole domeſtic, to bring us a bottle of his gua- 
8 5rimum —repeating from Horace at- the ſame 
& time, * Deprome quadrimum ſabina, O Thaliar- 
che, merum diota. This quadrimum was ex- 
cellent ale of his own brewing, of which he told 
us he had always an ampbora four years old, for 
the uſe of himſelf and friends. In the courſe of 
our converſation, which was interlarded with 
ſcraps of Latin, we underſtood that this faceti- 
ous perſon was a ſchool maſter, whoſe income 
being ſmall, he was fain to keep a glaſs of good 
liquor for the entertainment of paſſengers, by 
which he made ſhift to make the two ends of the 
year meet. I am this day, ſaid he, the happi- 
+ eft old fellow in his majeſty's dominions. My 
* wife, reſt her ſoul, is in heaven. My daughter 
* 15 to be married next week ;--but the two 
a 
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« cinef pleaſures of my life are theſe (pointing: 
* the bottle and a large edition of Horace th; 
lay on the table.) 1 am old, *tis true, what 
* then? the more reaſon I ſhould enjoy th, 
* ſmall ſhare of life that remains, as my friend 
Flaccus adviſes : — Tu ne quajieris fcire (ne. 
. ) Duem, mihi quem tibi. finem dii dederin 
= Carpe diem quam minimum credula poſters. 
As he was very inquifitive about our affairs, 
we made no ſcruple of 3 him with 
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ni 
our fituation, which when he had learned, he « M 
enriched us with advices how to behave in th- 
world, teiling us that he was no ſtranger to the hav 
deceits of mankind... In the mean time he or. tol 
dered his daughter to lay a fowl to the fire fq 1 
ſupper, for he was reſolved this night to regale 1 
his friends —permitiens divis tatera-sV"hile: Our 1 
entertainment was preparing, our hoſt reconnted 6 t 
the adventures of his own * which, as they 0 
contain nothing remarkable, I forbear to re. ** 
hearſe. When we had fared ſumptuouſly, and m 
drank ſeveral bottles of his guadrimuzn, J exprel. ur 
ſed a deſire of going to reſt, which was with p 
ſome difficulty complied with, after he had in. m 


formed us that we ſhould Drake the waggon Wi 
by noon next day; and that there was room 2 
enough in it for half a dozen, there being only Wl 
four paſſengers as yet in that convenience. Be. 
fore my comerade and I fell aſleep, we had ſome 
converſation about the good humour of our 
landlord, which gave Strap ſuch an idea of hi- 
benevelcgce; that he was poſitive we ſhould Pay 7 
nothing for our lodging and entertaiumes: 
+ Don't you obſerve, ſaid he, that he has con- 
* ceived a particular affe&ion for us, — nay, even 


* weated us at ſupper with extraordinary fate, 


RODERICK RANDOM, 71 


« which, to be ſure, we ſhould not, of ourſelves, 
© have called for 7 —I was partly of Strap's 
opinion; but the experience I had of the world 
made me ſuſpend my belief till to-morrow morn- 
ing, when, getting np betimes, we breakfafted 
2 with our hoſt and his daughter, on haſty-pud- 
ding and ale, and defired to know what we had 
W to pay. Biddy will let you know, gentlemen, 
ſaid be, for I never mind theſe matters. Mo- 
ney-matters are beneath the concern of one 
Who lives on the Horatian plan. Creſcentem 
W © ſequitur cura pecuniam. Mean- while Biddy 
aving conſuited a flate that hung in a corner, 
told us, our reckoning came to 85. 74. Eight 
8 © ihillings and ſevenpence! cried Strap, tis im- 
& © poſſible - you mutt be miſtaken young wo- 
man.“ * Reckon again, child, (ſays her fa- 
ther, very deliberately) perhaps you have miſ- 
counted.“ No indecd, father, (ſhe replied) 
I know my bulineſs better.“ I could contain 
my indignation no longer, but ſaid it was a very 
unconſcionable bill, and demanded to know the 
particulars 3 upon which the old man got up, 
muttering, Ay, ay, let us ſee the particulars, 
e that's but reaſonable.” And taking pen, ink, 


- 


and paper, wrote the following {tems : 3 A 
; To bread and beer - - 0 0 
To fowl and ſauſages + - "3 Þ 

To four bottles quadrimum - — 2 0 

To fire and tobacco - 0 

To lodging 8 3 

To breakfaſt — - 3 
7 


As he had not the appearance of a common 
publican, and had raiſed a fort of veaeratton in 
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me by his demeanour the preceeding night, ; 
was not in my power to upbraid him as he de. 
ſerved ; therefore I contented myſel{ with fax. 
ing, I was ſure he did not learn to be an ext. 
tioner from Horace. He anſwered, „ I wx 
but a young man and did not know the world, 
or I would not tax him with extortion, who 
only aim was to live contentus paruo, and Keey 
off zmportuna pauperiets.“ My fellow-travell;; 
could not ſo eafily put up with this impoſition; 
but ſwore he ſhould either take one third of the 


money, or go without. While we were engag. b 
ed in this diſpute, I perceived the daughter 99. x 
out, and conjecturing the occaſion, immediately . - 
paid the exorbitant demand, which was no ſoon. . 1 
er done, than Biddy returned with two Rout fe. . } 
lows, who came in on pretence of taking their Wi, , 
morning draught ; but in reality to frighten us . 
into compliance. Juſt as we departed, Stray, WW, . 
who was half diſtracted on account of this piect . 
of expence, went up to the ſchool-maſter, and 5 
grinning in his face, pronounced with great em. * 
phaſis ; Semper Avarus eget.” To which the 2 4; 
_ pedant replied, with a malicious ſmile ; * Au. 1 
* mum rege, qui, niſi Paret, imperat.“ 41 
| a 


CHAT MM 


We deſcry the waggon—get into it—arrive at an une 
- fellow-travel/ers deſcrihed—a miſiake is commited 5; 
Strap, which produces ſtrange things. 


| \ A TE travelled half a mile without exchang- 
| ing one word; my thoughts being en- 


groſſed by the knayery of the wand; to which! 
mult be daily expoſed; and the contemplation 
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of my finances, which began ſenſibly to diminiſh, 

At length Strap, who could hold nv longer, 
E. Jireffed me thus: Well, fools and their 
money are ſoon parted. If my advice had 
been taken, that old ſkin-flint ſhould have 
been damned before he had got more than the 
third of his demand. *Tis a true ſign you 
came eaſily by your money, when you ſquan- 
der it away in this manner. Ah! God help 
& you, how many briſtly beards muſt I have 
mowed before I earned four ſhillings and three- 
pence half- penny, which is all thrown to 
the dogs? How many days have I fat weav- 
ing hair, till my toes were numbed by the 
cold, my fingers cramped, and my noſe as 
blue as the fign of the perriwig that hung 
over the door? What the devil was you afraid 


— 


TC off? I would have engaged to box with any 
„(of thoſe fellows, who came in, for a guinea. 
'* | 


I'm ſure Thave beat ſtouter men than either 
of them.“ And indeed my companion would 
WT have fought any body, when his life was in no 
danger; but he had a mortal averſion to fire 
arms and all inftruments of death. In order to 
W appeaſe him, I aſſured him no part of this ex- 
W traordinary expence ſhould fall upon his ſhoul- 
ders; at which he was affronted, and told me, 
be would have me to know, that although he 
Vas a poor barber's boy, he had a ſoul to ſpend 
lis money with the beſt *ſquire of the land 
aeing walked all day at a great pace, without 
halting for a refreſhment, we deſeried towards 
Jie evening, to our inexpreſſible joy, the wag- 
gon about a quarter of a mile before us; and } 
that time we came up with it, were beth of us 
o weary, that I verily believe it would have 
Vol. I. K 


* 
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been impracticable for us to have walked one 
mile further, We therefore bargained with th, 
driver whoſe name was Joey, to give us a caſt to 
the next ſtage for a ſhilling; at which place ve 
would meet the maſter of the waggon, with whom 
we might agree for the reſt of the journey. 
Accordingly the convenience ſtopt, and Joey 
having placed the ladder, Strap, (being loaded 
with our baggage) mounted firſt; but juſt a, 
he was getting in, a tremendous voice aſſailcd 
his cars in theſe words : God's fury! there 
* ſhall no paſſengers come here.“ The poor ſha. 
ver was ſo diſconcerted at this exclamation, 
which both he and I imagined proceeded from 
the mouth of a giant, that he deſcended with 
great velocity, and a countenance as white as pa- 
per. Joey perceiving our altoniſhment, called 
with an arch ſneer, Waunds, coptain ! whay 


* a penny? Coom, coom, young man get oop, 
get cop, — never mind the coptain,—Pſe not 
* aſeard of the coptain.“ This was not encou. 
ragement ſufficient to Strap, who could not be 
prevailed upon to venture up again; upon which 
Iattempted though not without a quaking heart, 
when J heard the ſame voice muttering like di. 
ſlant thunder; By G—d, I won't be uſed ſo, 
« d—n—n ſeize me if 1 am. However I creqt 
in, and by accident got an empty place in the 
ſtraw, which I immediately took poſſeſſion of, 
without being able to diſcern the faces of my 
ſellow travellers in the dark. Strap following 
with the knapſack on his back, chanced to take 
the other fide. and by a jolt of the carnage, 
pitched directly upon the ſtomach of the cap- 
tain; who bellowed out 19 a molt dreadful met: 


« woan't you ſuffer the poor waggoner to make 
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ne ner; Blood and thunder ! where's my ſword?“ 
te At theſe words, my frighted comerade ſtart- 


to Ned up, and at one ſpring, bounced againſt me 
We with ſuch force that I thought the ſuppoſed Ton 
mn of Anak intended to ſmother me. In the mean 
time a female voice cried out, Bleſs me! what 
is the matter, my dear ? The matter, re- 
I plied the captain, damn my blood | my guts 
are almoſt ſqueeſed out by that Scotſman's 
E © hump. Strap trembling all the while at my 
back, aſked him pardon, and laid the blame of 
what had happened upon the jolting of the wag- 
gon. The woman who ſpoke before, went on: 
Ay, ay, my dear, it is our own fault —we 
may thank ourſelves for all the inconveniences 
© we meet with. I thank God, I never travel 
led ſo before. I'm ſure if my lady or Sir 
| © John was to know where we are, they would 
© not fleep this night for vexation, I wiſh to 
God we had writ for the chariot. I know we 
| © ſhall never be forgiven.” Come, come, my 
dear, (replied the captain) it don't ſignify 
« fretting now,—we ſhall laugh it over as a fro- 
lick, — l hope you will not ſuffer in your health, 
I u ſhall make my lord very merry with our 
adventures in the Diligence. This diſcourſe 
ave me ſuch a high notion of the captain and 
bis lady, that I durſt not venture to join in the 
converſation ; but immediately after, another 
female voice begins : * Some people gives them- 
* ſelves a great many needleſs airs—better folks 
© than any here have travelled in waggons before 
* now. Some of us have rode in coaches and 
« chariots with three footmen behind them, with- 
« out making ſo much fuſs about it. What 
then? we are now ail upon a footing, therefore 
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let us be ſociable and merry. What do yy 
* ſay, Iſaac? Is'n't this a good motion, You 
* doating rogue? Speak, you old cent. per can. 
* fornicator. What deſperate debt are you think. 
ing of? What mortgage are you planning) 
Well, Ifaac, poſitively you ſhall never gain my 
* favour till you turn over a new leaf, grow hy, 
* neſt, and live like a gentleman. In the mean 
time, give me a kiſs, you old fumbler.“ The 
words accompanied with a hearty ſmack, egljy. 
"ened the perſon to whom they were addreſſed, 
to ſuch a degree, that he cried in tranſport, 
though with a quarering voice, Ah! you 
* wanton baggage—upon my credit you are 
* a waggiſh girl, he, he, he.'—This laugh 
introduced a fit of coughing, which almot 
ſuffocated the poor uſurer (ſuch, we afterward; 
found was the profeſhon of this our fellow. 
traveller.) About this time, I fell aſleep, and 
enjoyed a comfortable rap, till ſuch time as we 
arrived at the inn where we put up. Here ha. 
ving got out of the waggon firſt I had an 
opportunity of viewing the paſſengers in order 
as they entered. The firit who appeared 
was a briſk airy girl, about twenty years old, 
with a filver laced hat on her head jinſtead 
of a cap, a blue ſtuff riding-ſuit trimmed with 
tzlver, very much tarniſhed, and a whip in her 
hand. After her came limping, an old man 
with a worſted night-cap buttoned under his 
chin, and a broad trimmed hat floucked over it, 
an old ruſty blue clock tied about his neck, un- 
der which appeared a brown ſurtout, that cover- 
ed a thread bare coat and waiſtcoat, and, as we 
after wards diſcerned, a dirty flannel jacket, 
His eyes were hollow, bleared and gummy ; 
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his face was ſhrivelled into a thouſand wrinkles, 
his gums were deſtitute of teeth, his noſe ſharp 
and dropping, his chin g ecked and prominent, fo 
chat when he mumped or ſpake, they approach- 
Jed one another like a pair of nut- crackers; he 
ſupported himſelf on an ivory-headed cane, and 
his whole figure was a juſt emblem of winter, 
famine and avarice. But how was I ſurprif- 
ed, when I beheld the formidable captain lead- 
ing in his wife; in the ſhape of a little, thin 
creature, about the age of forty, with a long, 
@ withered viſage, very much reſembling that of 
Ja baboon, through the upper part of which, two 
little grey eyes peeped: He wore his own hair 
in a queue that reached to his rump, which im- 
moderate length, 1 ſuppoſe, was the occaſion 
& of a baldneſs, that appeared on the crown of 
his head, when he deigned to take off his hat, 
& which was very much of the ſize and cock of 
Piſtol's. Having laid aſide his great coat, I 
could not help admiring the extraordinary 
make of this man of war; He was about five 
ſeet and three inches high, ſixteen inches of 
which went to his face and long ſcraggy neck; 
his thighs were about fix inches in length, his 
legs eee ſpindles or drum- ſtieks, two feet 
and a half, and his body, which put me in mind 
of extenſion without ſubſtance, engroſſed the re- 
mainder ; ſo that on the whole, he appeared 
like a ſpider or graſhopper erect, and was 
8 almoſt a vox & præterea nibil. His dreſs con- 
liſted in a frock of what is called bear fk:in, the 
ſkirts of which were about half a foot long, an 
huſſar waiſtcoat, ſcarlet breeches reaching half 
way down his thighs, worſted ſtockings rolled 
up almoſt to his groin, and ſhoes with wooden 
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heels at leaſt two inches high; he carried: IF 
ſword very near as long as himſelf in one hand 
and in the other conducted his lady, who ſecn. 
ed to be a woman of his own age, and {ti} u. 
tained ſome remains of an agreeable perſon ; bi 
ſo ridiculouſly affected, that had I then knen - 
as much of the world as I do now, I migh; 
have eaſily perceived in her, the deplorabl. 
vanity, and ſecond hand airs ofa lady's woman. 
We were all aſſembled in the kitchen when cap. 
tain Weazel (for that was his name) deſired! 
room with a fire for himſelf and ſpouſe; and 


told the landlord, they would ſup by themſeire; 


The inn keeper replied, that he could not . 1. | 
ford them a room by themſelves ; and as fo, . 
ſupping, he had prepared victuals for the paſ. Net 
ſengers in the waggon without reſpect of pc. n 
ſons, but if he could prevail on the reſt to! « me 
him have his choice in a ſeparate manner, wih th 
all his heart. This was no ſooner ſaid, than al 5 de 
of us declared + war the propoſal, and miſs Jen. WR © 
ny (our other female paſſenger) obſerved, that : br 
if captain Weazel and his lady had a mind to WR 1 
ſup by themſelves, they fmight wait until we Ja 
ſhould have done. At this the captain put on: 
martial frown, and looked very big, withou Wit ®! 
ſpeaking ; while his yoke-fellow, with a dif. Wt ” 
dainful toſs of her noſe, muttered ſomething 5 W 
about * creature, which miſs Jenney ove. Wl" 
hearing, ſtept up to her, ſaying, * None of your E 10 
names good Mrs. Abigail; creature quotha!— 0 il 


„II zffure you, — no ſuch creature as you = < 
neither no ten pound ſneaker no quality Wi 

* coupler,” Here the captain interpoſed witha F 

Damme, madam, what d'ye mean by that! X ? 
— Damn you, fir, who are you? (replied - 
7 
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mils Jenny) who made you a captain, you pi- 
tiful trencher-ſcraping, pimping curler?— 
J. 'Sdeath ! the army is come to a fine paſs, 
« when ſuch fellows as you get commiſhons— 


„ What I ſuppole you think 1 don't known you? 


Lg 


Ut 
% —Þy G4, you and your helpmate are well 
„meta caſt off miltreſs, and a bald valet de 


chambre are well yoked together.” Blood 
and wounds! {cried Weazel) d'ye queſtion 
the honour of my wife, madam ?-— Hell and 
damnation ! No man in England durſt ſay fo 
much, — I would ſlay him! carhonado him! 
Fury and deſtruction! I would have his 
E © liver for my ſupper.” So ſaying he drew his 
Nord, and flouriſhed with it to the great terror 
W of Strap: while maſs Jenny inapping her 
Angers, told him ſhe did not value his reſent— 
ment a f—t. In the midſt of this quarrel, 
the maſter of the waggon alighted, who un- 
derſtanding the cauſe of it, and fearing the 
captain and his lady would take ſo much um- 
brage, as to leave his carriage, was at great 
pains to have every thing made up, which he at 
Jalt accompliſhed, and we ſat down to ſupper all 
together. At bed-time we were ſhewn to our 
appartments. The old uſurer, Strap and ], 
were conducted to one room; the captain, his 
wife and miſs Jenny to another. About mid- 
night, my companion's bowels being diſordered, 
he got up in order to go backward; in his re- 
turn, miltaking one door for another, he enter- 
ed Weazel's chamber, and without any heſitati- 
on went to bed to his wife, who was fatt afleep, 
the captain being at the other end of the room, 
groping for ſome empty veſlel, his own chamber- 
pot being leaky : As he did not perceive Strap 
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coming in, he went towards his own bed, af 
having found his convenience; but no ſooner 
did he feel a rough head with a cotten night. -Cay 
on it, than it came into his mind, that he waz 
got to miſs Jenny's bed inſtead of his own, and 
that the head he felt, was that of ſome gallant 
with whom ſhe had made an aſſignation Ful 
of this conjecture, and ſcandalized at the proſti. 
tution of his apartment, he fnatched up the veſſet 
he had juſt before filled, and emptied it at once 
on the aſtoniſhed barber and his own wife, who 
waking. at that inſtant, broke forth into lamen. 
table cries, which not only alarmed the huſband 
beyond meaſure, but frightened poor Strap al. 
molt out ef his ſenfes, for he verily believed him. 
ſelf bewitched ; eſpecially when the incenſe, 
captain ſeized him by the throat, with a volle 
of oaths, aſking him how he durſt have the pre. 
ſumption to attempt the chaſtity of his wife. 
Poor Strap was ſo amazed and confounded, that 
he could ſay nothing, but,—* I take God to 
« witneſs ſhe's a virgin for me.“ Mrs Weazel 
enraged to find herſelf in ſuch a pickle, through 
the precipitation of her huſband, got up in her 
ſhift, and with the heel of her ſhoe, which ſhe 
found at the bed fide, belaboured the captain's 
bald pate, till he cried Murder.“ I'Il teach 
you to empty your flink-pots on me, (cried 
* ſhe) you pititul, hop o' my thumb coxcomb. 
* What? I warrant you're jealous you man 
of lath. Was it for this I condeſcended to 
take you on my bed, you poor, withered, fap. 
leſs rwig? The noiſe occaſioned by this ad. 
venture, had brought the maſter of the waggon 
and me to the door, where we overheard al! that 


vaſſed, with great ſatisfaction. In the wan 
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we we were alarmed with the cry of Rape! 
Murder! Rape? which miſs Jenny pro- 


: ounced with great vociferation. O! you 
a vile; abominable old villain, {ſaid ſhe) would 
q you rob me of my virtue :— But FI be re- 
t renged of you, you old goat ! I will !—help! 
br heaven's ſake, help—TI ſhall be raviſhed ! 


| ruined! help!” Some ſervants of the inn 
Pearing this cry, came running up-ftairs with 
Qights, and ſuch weapons as chance afforded ; 
hen we beheld a very diverting ſcene. In one 
Norner ſtood the poor captain ſhivering in his 
Whirt, which was all torn to rags; with a woeful 
Piſage, ſcratched all over by his wife, who had 
Wy this time wrapt the covering about her, and 
W:t crying on the ſide of her bed. In the other 
end lay the old uſurer ſprawling on miſs Jenny's 
ed, with nothing on him but his flannel jacket 


Worer his ſhirt, and his tawny meagre limbs ex- 


ü EE oſed to the air; while ſhe held him fait by the 
o ears, and loaded him with execrations. When 
ee asked what was the matter, ſhe affeged to 


Wwcep, and told us, ſhe was afraid that wicked 
rogue had ruined her in her fleep, and bid us 
take notice of what we ſaw, for ſhe intended 
to make uſe of our evidence againſt him. The 
door wretch looked like one more dead than 


Ezlive, and begged for Chriſt's ſake to be releaſ- 


SEE a I a ry Ie 


Sore En ²˙ in i MIS od 
77 


ed ſhe was no woman, but a devil incarnate— 


Ihen betrayed him. © Yes, cockatrice (continu- 
Jed he, with a faultering voice) thou knoweſt 
thou didſt ſpread this ſnare for me—but theu 
* ſhalt not ſucceed—for I will hang myſelf be- 
fore thou ſhalt get a farthing of me.“ 80 ſay- 
Vol. I. | is | 


FVV 


A 


ed: which was no ſooner done, than he proteſt- 


that ſhe had firſt ſeduced his fleſh to rebel, and 


| 
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ing, he crawled to his own bed, groaning all thi 2 


4 1ad go 
We then advanced to the captain 


way. 
who told us, Gentlemen, here has been 
damn'd miſtake ; but I'll be revenged on hi 


C 

© who was the occaſion of it—That Scotchmalf -xplain 
* who carries the knapſack, ſhall not breath 
0 
6 


this vital air another day, if my name b 


n the 


Weazel. 


harm to you.” 
« (replied the ſobbing) but I know I have got 
© enough to ſend me to my grave.“ At length 
they were reconciled —The wife was compli- 
mented with a ſhare of miſs Jenny's bed (her 
own being overflowed) and the maſter of the 
waggon invited Weazel to fleep the remaining 
part of the night with him. I retired to mine, 
where I found Strap mortally afraid, he having 
got away in the dark, while the captain and his 
lady were at logger-heads. 


C©H-&Þ. x11 


Certain Meazel challenges Strap, who declines the combat 
an affair between the captain and me—the ufurer is fail 
to give miſs Jenny five guinees for a releaſe—we are :i 
danger of loſing a meal— the behavicur of Wea zel, Jer 
ny, and Joey on that cccaſion -an account ef captain Mes- 
zel and bis lady—the captain's ceurage tried—Tſaacs 
mirth at ihe captain's expence. 


N morning I agreed to give the maſter 
of the waggon ten ſhillings for my pal- 
ſage to London, provided Strap ſhould be al- 
lowed to take my place when I ſhould be dil- 
poſed to walk. At the ſame time I defired him 
to appeaſe the incenſed captain, who by this time 


My dear, I aſk you ten thouſand 
« pardons : you are ſenſible | could mean noff 
I know not what you meant, 
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ad got into the kitchen, with a drawn ſword in 
is hand, and threatened with many oaths, to 
Hacrifice the villain, who attempted to violate his 
ed: but it was to no purpoſe for the maſter to 
J explain the miſtake, and aſſure him of the poor 
Wad's innocence, who ſtaod trembling behind me 


n the while: the more ſubmiſſion that appear— ; 
a in Strap, the more implacable ſeemed the re- "40 
entment of Weazel, who ſwore he muſt either oY 
Woht him, or he would inſtantly put him to WW 
eath. I was extremely provoked at this inſo— 8 
Wcnce, and told him it could not be ſuppoſed WW 
hat a poor barber-lad would engage a man 19 
f the ſword at his own weapon; but I was 3 
perſuaded he would wreſtle or box with him. 1 
To which propoſal Strap immediately gave aſſent, 16 
y ſaying, he would box with him for a guinea. -1 80 
Weazel replied with a look of diſdain, it was 1 
peneath any gentleman of his character to fight bh: 
Nike a porter, or even to put himſelf on a footing Ra 
In any reſpe&t, with ſuch a fellow as Strap. 4 
* Ods bodikins ! (cried Joey) ſure captain, yaw 4 
would not coommit moorder! Here's a poor 1H 
“lad that is willing to make atonement for his 11 
* offence, and an that woan't ſatisſie yaw, offers 4 1p 
* to fight yaw fairly. —An yaw woan't box, I 1 
dare ſay he will cudgel with yaw.— Woan't 1 15 
yaw, my lad ?”—Strap after ſome heſitation, j OR 


anſwered, *Ye---yes, I'll cudgel with him.'— 
But this expedient being alſo rejected by the 
captain, I began to ſmell his character, and tip- 
ping Strap the wink, told the company, that I 
had always heard it faid, the perſon who receives 
a challenge ſhould have the choice of the we- | 
pons ; this therefore being the rule in point of |, 4 
honour, I would venture to promiſe on the head : 
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of my companion, that he would even fight ca 
tain Weazeal at ſharps, but it ſhould be at ſu 


ſharps as Strap was beſt acquainted with, nam 


ly, razors. - At my mentioning razors, I cod 
perceive the captain's colour to change, Wh 
Strap pulling me by the ſleeve, whiſpered, wil 


great eagerneſs ; No, no, no; for the love N 


* God, don't make any ſuch bargain. —4 


length, Weaze] recovering himſelf, turned to 


wards me, and with a ſerocious countenanc 


aiked *Who the devil are you ?—will you figh 


me ?* With theſe words, putting himſelf in! | 


poRure, I was grievouſly alarmed at ſeeing the 


point of a ſword within half a foot of my breaſt; ; 


and ſpringing to one fide, ſnatched up a ſpi 


that flood in the chimney corner, with which | 2 


kept my formidable adverſary at bay, who mad: 
a great many half-lunges, ſkipping backwarl 
every time, till at laſt I got him pinned up in: 
corner, to the no {mall diverſion of the com. 
pany. While he. was in this fituation, his 
wife entered, and ſeeing her huſband in theſe 
dangerous circumſtances, uttered a dreadful 
icream, and ſwooned ; Upon this Weazel de- 
manded a ceſſation, which was immediately 
granted ; and after his lady had recovered, was 
contented with the ſubmiſſion of Strap, who fal- 
ling on his knees before him, proteſted the in- 
nocence of his intention, and aſked pardon for 
ihe miſtake he had committed. This affair be- 
ing ended without bloodſhed, we went to break- 
faſt, but miſſed two of our company, to wit 
miſs Jenny and the uſurer. As for the firſt, 
Mrs Weazel informed us, that ſhe had kept 
her awake all night with her groans; and that 
when ſhe got up this morning, miſs Jenny was 


ie on Ee IE 
De ne RY CO CPE pes; 
* E 8 
* 


o mucl 
on her 

came fr 
WE immed? 
Wy ust 
that ſu 
the fri 
© tality 
N deſirec 
for th 
Tarq| 
had r« 
grace 
ſence 


weep 
died, 
of t. 
E yes 
wou 


4a © rh 


RODERICK RANDOM. 


oa her journey. 


by us all. 


for the conſequence. 
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Jezebel ; 


reſult of her own invitation. The 
underſtanding the cafe, adviſed Iſaac 


© by fair means. 


would have ? She told him, 


85 


o much indiſpoſed that ſhe could not procced 
At this moment, a meilage 
Wcame from her to the maſter of the waggon, who 
Wimmediatcly went into ker chamber, followed 
She told him, in a lamentable tone, 
that ſhe was afraid of a miſcarriage, owing to 
the fright the received laſt night, from the bra- 
tality of Iſaac ; and as the event was uncertain, 
defired the ore might be detained to anſwer 
Accordingly tliis aucient 
Tarquin was found in the waggon, whither he 
had retired to avoid the ſhame of laſt uight's diſ- 
ght by force into her pre- 
ſence. He no ſooner appeared, than ſhe began to 
weep and hgh molt piteouſly, and told us, if ſhe 
died, ſhe would leave her blood upon the head 
Poor Iſaac, turning up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that God 
would deliver him frem the machinations of that 
and aſſured us with tears in his eyes, 
that his being found in bed with her was the 
waggoner 
to 
make it up, by giving her a ſum of money, to 

«hich he rep,ied, with great vehemence, A 

* ſum of money I a halter for the cockatrice ! 

* —O! *tis very well, (ſaid miſs Jenny) I fee 

*1t is in vain to attempt that flinty heart of his 
Joey, be ſo good as to go to 
* the juſtice, and tell him there is a fick perſon 
© here, who wants to ſee him on an affair of 
* conſequepce ! At the name of juſtiee, Iſaac 
trembling like an aſpen leaf, and bidding Joey 
ſtay, aſked with a faultering voice, what ſhe 
that as he 
had not per petrated his wicked purpc fe, ſhe 
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would be ſatisfied with a ſmall matter. Ang 


though the damage ſhe might ſuſtain in her 


health might be irreparable, ſhe would give him 
a releaſe for an hundred guineas. An hundred 
 guineas ! (cried he in an exſtaſy) an hundred 
* furies. Where ſhould a poor old wretch like 
me, have an hundred guineas ? If I had fo 
much money, d'ye think I would be found 
travelling in a waggon, at this ſeaſon of the 
year?“ © Come, come, (replied Jenny) none 
of your miſerly artifices here. You think l 
don't know Iſaac Rapine the money dropper 
in the minories, Ah! you old rogue! many 
a pawn have you had from me and my ac- 
quaintance which was never redeemed.” Iſaac 
finding it was in vain to diſguiſe himſelf, 
offered twenty ſhillings for a diſcharge, which 
ſhe abſolutely refuſed under fifty pounds: 
At laſt, however, ſhe was brought down to 


A KM aA aA a aA Aa 


five, which he paid with great reluQtancy, 


rather than be proſecuted for a rape. After 
which this fick perſon made ſhift to get into 


the waggon, andwe ſet forwards with great tran- 


quility, Strap being accommodated with Joey's 


horſe, the driver himſelf chuſing to walk. This 


morning and forenoon, we were entertained 


with an account of the valour of captain Weazel, 


who told us of his having once knocked down a 
ſoldier that made game of him; of tweaking a 


drawer by the noſe, who found fault with his 


picking his teeth with a fork; and of his ſend- 
ing a challenge to a cheeſe-monger who had the 
preſumption to be his rival, — for the truth of 
which he appealed to his wife. She confirmed 
whatever he ſaid, and obſerved ſuch a thin 


happened that day, I received a love-letter | 
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« from *ſquire Gobble: and don't you remem- 
ber, my dear, I was prodigiouſly fick that 
very night with eating ortalons, when my 
* lord Diddle took notice of my complexion's 
© being altered, and my lady was fo alarmed, 
that ſhe had well nigh fainted.” * Yes, my 
dear, (replied the captain) you know my lord 
« ſaid to me with a ſneer, —Billy, Mrs. Weazel 
© is certainly breeding - And I e cava- 
© lierly, my lord, | wiſh I could return the com- 
pliment. Upon which the whole company 
broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter; 
© and my lord, who loves a repartee dearly, 
© came round and buſhed me.“ We travelled in 
this manner five days, without 1nterruption, or 
meeting any thing worth notice: mils Jenny 
(who ſoon recovered her ſpirits ) entertaining us 
every day with diverting ſongs, of which ſhe 
could fing a great number ; and rallying her 
old gallant, who notwithſtanding could never be 
reconciled to her. Ou the ſixth day, while we 
were about to fit down to dinner, the inn-keeper 
came and told us, that three gentlemen juſt ar- 
rived had ordered the victuals to be carried to 
their apartment, altho' he had informed them 
that they were beſpoke by the paſſengers in the 
wagzon; to which they had replied, © The paſ- 
{ lengers in the waggon might be damn'd— 
© their betters muſt be ſerved before them, — 
they ſuppoicd it would be ao hardſhip on ſuch 
* travellers to dine upon bread and cheeſe for 
* one day.“ This was a terrible diſappointment 
to us all; and we laid our heads together how 
to remedy it; when mils Jenny propoſed that 
captain Weazel, being by prom a foldier 
oapht in this caſe to protect and prevent us 
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from being inſulted. But the captain excul. 
ed himſelf, ſaying he would not for the wor. d 
be Known to have travelled in a waggon; 
{wearing at the ſame time, that could he appear 
with honour; they ſhould eat his ſword ſooner 
than his provifion. Upon this declaration, 
miſs Jenny ſnatching his ſword, drew it, and ran 
immediately to the kitchen, where ſhe threaten. 
ed to put the cook to death, if he did not fend 
the victuals into our chamber immediately. 
The noife the made brought the three ſtrangers 
down, one of whom no ſooner perceived wy 
than he cried” out, Ha! Jenny Ram 
what the devil brought thee hither 5 
dear Jack Rattle (replied ſhe, running into his 
© arms) is it you?: — Then Weazel may go to 
© hell for a dinner — 1 ſhall dine with you. 
They conſented to this with a great deal of joy; 
and we were on the point of being reduced to a 
nl tem year ye meal, when Joey underſtand- 
ing the whole affair, entered the kitchen with a 
pitchfork in his hand, ſwore he would be the 
death of any man who ſhould pretend to ſeize 
the viduals prepared for the waggon. This 
menace had like to have produced fatal covle- 
quences; the three ſtrangers drawing their 
{words, and being joined by their ſervants, and 
we ranging ourſelves on the fide of Joey; 
when the landlord interpofing, offered to part 
with his own dinner to keep the peace, which 
was accepted by the ſtrangers; and we fat 
down to table, without any further moleſtation. 
In the afternoon, I choſe to walk along with 
Joey, and Strap took my place. Having en- 
tered into converſation with this driver, I "ſoon 
found him to be a merry, facetious, good na- 
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tared fellow, and withal very arch: He inform- 
ed me, that miſs Jenny was a common girl upon 
the town, who falling into company with a re- 
cruiting officer, he carried her down in the ſtage 
coach from London to Newcaſtle, where he had 


been arreſted for debt, and was now 1n priſon ; 


upon which ſhe was fain to return to her torn er 
way of life, in the manner we found her. He 
told me likewiſz, that one of the gentlemen's 
ſerrants, whom we left at the inn, having ac- 
cidentally ſeen Weazel, immediately knew him, 
and acquainted Joey with ſome particulars of 
his character as follows: That he had ſerved 
my Lord Frizzle iu quality of a valet de chambre 
many years; while he lived ſeparate from his 
lady: But upon their reconciliation, ſhe exprets- 
ly inſiſted upon Weazel's being turned off, as 
well as the woman he kept; whereupon his 
lordſhip, to get rid of them both with a good 
grace, propofed that he ſhould marry his mil- 
treſs, and he would procure a commiſſion for 
him in the army; this expedient was agreed to, 
and Weazel is now, by his lordſhip's intereſt, en- 
ſign in —'s regiment. I found he and I had 
the ſame ſentiments with regard to Weazel's 
courage, which we reſolved to put to the 
trial, by alarming the paſſengers with the cry 
of an highwayman!' as ſoon as we ſhould dil- 
cover an horſeman appear. Tuis we put in prac- 
tice towards the duſk, when we diſcried a mau 


on horſeback opproaching us. Joey had nos 


ſooner intimated to the people in the waggon, 


that he was afraid we thould be all robbed, 


than a general conſternation aroſe: Strap jump- 

ed out of the waggon, and hid himſelf behind a 

bedge, Phe uſurer put forth ejaculations, and 
Vor. J. N 
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made a ruſtling among the ſtraw, which made 
us conjecture he had hid ſomething under 1, 
Mrs Weazel wringing her hands uttered lameq. 
table cries, and the captain, to our great amaſe. 
ment, began to ſnore; but this artifice did not 
ſucceed ; for miſs Jenny, ſhaking him by the 
ſhoulder, bawled out, * 'Sdeath ! captain, is 
* this a time to ſnore, when we are going to be 
© robhed ? Get up for ſhame, and behave like a 
« ſoldier and a man of honour.” Weazel pre. 
tended to be in a great paſſion for being diſtur. 
bed, and ſwore he would have his nap out if all 
the highwaymen in England ſurrounded him. 
© D—n my blood! what are you afraid of (con- 
* tinued he)' at the fame time trembling with 
ſuch agitation, that the whole carriage ſhook, 
This ſingular piece of behaviour incenſed mit; 
Ramper ſo much, that ſhe cried out, D—n 
* your pitiful ſoul, you are as arrant a poltroon 
* as ever was drummed out of a regiment. Stop 
the waggon, Joey—let me get out, and by 
G- d, if J have rhetorick enough, the thief 
ſhall not only take your purſe, but your ſkin 
alſo.” So ſaying, ſhe leapt out with great a- 
gility. By this time the horſeman came up 
with us, and happened to be a gentleman's ſer- 
vant well known to Joey, who communicated 
our ſcheme, and deſired him to carry it on a lit- 
tle farther, by going up to the waggon, and 
queſtioning thoſe within it; the ſtranger con- 
ſenting for the ſake of diverſion, approached it, 
and in a terrible tone, demanded, * Who have 
ve got here? Iſaac replied in a lamentable 
voice, * Here 1s a poor miſerable ſinner, who 
has got a ſmall family to maintain, and no- 
thing in the world wherewithall, but theſe fit- 
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« teen ſhillings, which if you rob me of, we mult 
« all ſtarve together.“ Who's that ſobbing 
© in the other corner ?” (ſaid the ſuppoſed high- 
wayman.) * A poor unfortunate woman, (an- 
ſwered Mrs Weazel) upon whom I beg you, 
for Chriſt's ſake. to have compaſhon.* Are 
you maid or wife ?? (ſaid he) —* Wife, to my 
© forrow (cried ſhe) — Who, or where is your 
« huſband ? (continued he.) * My huſband, 
* (replied Mrs Weazel) is an officer in the ar- 
my, and was left lick at the laſt inn where we 
« dined.? * You muſt be miltaken, madam, 
* (ſaid he) for I myſelf ſaw him get into the 
* waggon this afternoon ;—But pray, what 
« ſmell is that? Sure your lap-dog has befouled 
© himſelf z—let me catch hold of the naſty cur, 
'I teach him better manners.“ Here he laid 
hold of one of Weazel's legs, and pulled him 
from under his wife's petticoats, where he had 
concealed himſelf. The poor trembling captain 
being deteQed in this inglorious fituation, rub- 
bed his eyes, and affecting to wake out of ſleep, 
cried, * What's the matter? What's the mat- 


ter ?!—* The matter is not much, (anſwered 


the horſeman) I only called in, to enquire af- 
ter your health, and ſo adieu, molt noble cap- 
* tain,” Having ſaid this, he clapped ſpurs to 
lis horſe, and was out of fight in a moment. 

It was ſome time before Weazel could recol- 
Je& himſelf, but at length, re- aſſuming the big 
look, he ſaid, Damn the fellow! why did he 
ride away, before I had time to aſk how his 


lord and lady do?—Dow't you remember 


Tom, my dear? addreſſing himſelf to his 
wife. Les, (replied ſhe) I think I do remem- 
ber ſomething of the fellow, - but you kgow 
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© ] ſeldom converſe with people of his ſtation,” 
Hey day! (cried Joey) do yaw knaw the 
young mon, coptain ??—* Know him, (ſid 
$ Weazel,) many a time has he filled a glaſs of 
« Burgundy for me at my lord Tippet's table. 
And what may his name be, coptain, (ſaid 
Joey) His name!—his name (replied Weaze]) 
is Tom Rinſer.” * Waunds ! (cried Joey) a 
has changed his true neame then! for I'{ 
lay any wager he was chriſtened John Trot. 
© ter.” This obſervation raiſed the laugh a. 
gainſt the captain, who ſeemed very much dif. 
concerted, when Iſaac broke ſilence, and ſaid, 
It was no matter who or what he was, ſince he 
© had not proved the robber we ſuſpected. And 
* that we ought to bleſs God for our narrow el. 
* cape.* * Bleſs God, (ſaid Weazel) bleſs the 
devil ; for what ? had he been a highwayman, 
I ſhould have eat his blood, body and guts, be- 
fore he had robbed me, or any one inthis D1/i- 
gence.” Ha, ha, ha! (cried miſs Jenny) | 
believe you will eat all you kiil, indeed, cap- 
tain.” The uſurer was ſo well pleaſed at the 
event of this adventure, that he could not refrain 
from being ſevere, and took notice, that captain 
Weazel ſeemed to be a good Chriſtian, for he 
had armed himſelf with patience and refignati- 
on, inſtead of carna] weapons; and worked out 
his ſalvation with fear and trembling. This 
piece of ſatiie occafioned a great deal 3 at 
Weazel's expence, who uttered a great many 
oaths, and threatened to cut Iſaac's throat ;— 
which the uſurer taking hold of, ſaid, * Gentle- 
men and ladies, I take you all to witneſs, that 
* niy life is in danger from this bloody- minded 
« officer. II Lav him bound over to the 


* * * * * * 
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« peace.” This ſecond ſneer procured another 
laugh againſt him, and he remained creſt-fallen 
during the remaining part of our journey. 


— LA 
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Strap and J are terrified by an apparition—Strap's conjec- 
ture—the myſtery explained by Toey—we arrive at Lon- 
don—our dreſs and appearance deſcribed—we are inſulted 
in the ſlreet—an adventure in the ale-houſe—we are im- 
poſed upon by a waggiſh foolman—ſet to rights by a tobac- 
con'ft—take lodgings —drve for a dinner—an accident at 
our ordinary. | 


—— 


E arrived at our inn, ſupped and went 

to bed; but Strap's diſtemper conti- 

nuing, he was obliged to get up in the middle of 
the night, and taking the candle in his hand, 
which he had left burning for the purpoſe, he 
went down to the houſe-of-office ; whence in a 
ſhort time he returned in a great hurry, with his 
hair ſtanding on end, and a look betokening hor- 
ror and aſtoniſhment. Without ſpeaking a 


word, he ſet down the light and jumped into 


bed behind me, where he lay and trembled with 
great violence. When 1 aſked him what was 
the matter ? he replied with a broken accent, 
God have mercy on us! I have ſeen the de- 
vil.“ Though my prejudice was not quite ſo 
ſtrong as his, I was not a little alarmed at this 
exclamation, and much more ſo, when I heard 
the ſonnd of bells approaching our chamber, 
and felt my bed-ſellow cling cloſe to me, utter- 
ing theſe words, * Chriſt have mercy upon us! 
there he comes.“ At this inſtant, a monſtrous 
overgrown raven entered our chamber, with 
bells at its feet, and made directly towards our 


bed. As this creature is reckoned in our coun— 
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try a common vehicle for the devil and witches 
to play their pranks in, I verily believed we 
were haunted; and in a violent fright, ſhrunk 
my head under the bed-civathes. Thus terrible 
apparition jeapt upoa the bed, and after givin 

us ſeveral ſevere dabs with its beak through 
the blankets, hopped away, and vaniſhed. 
Strap and I recommended ourſelves to the pro- 
tection of heaven with great devotion, and when 
we no longer heard the noiſe, ventured to peep 
up and take breath. But we had not long been 
freed from this phantom, when another appear- 
ed, that had well nigh deprived us both of our 
ſenſes. We perceived an old man enter the 
room, with a long white beard that reached to 
his middle; there was a certain wild peculiarity 
in his eyes and countenance, that did not ſavour 
of this world, and his dreſs couſiſted of a brown 
{tuff coat, buttoned behind, and at the writts, 
and an odd faſhioned cap of the ſame ſtuff upon 
his head. I was ſo amazed, that I had not 
power to move my eyes from ſuch a ghakly 
object, but lay motionleſs, and ſaw him come 
ſtraight up to me: when he got to the bed, he 
wrung his hands, and cried with a voice that did 
not ſeem to belong to a human creature, 
Where is Ralph? I made no reply; upon 
which, he repeated in an accent ſti]] more pre- 
ternatural; * Where is Ralpho ?—He had no 
ſooner pronounced theſe words, than I heard 
the ſound of the bells at a diftance ; which the 
apparition having liſtened to, tript away, and 
left me almoſt petrified with fear. It was a 
good while before I could recover myſelf ſo far 
as to ſpeak: and when at length 1 turned about 
to Strap, I ſaund him in a fit, which however 
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did not laſt long. When he came to himſelf, I 


aſked his opinion of what had happened; and 
he aſſured me, that the firſt muſt certainly be 
the ſoul of ſome perſon damned, which appear- 
ed by the chains about its legs (for his fears 
had magnified the creature to the bigneſs of an 
korſe, and the ſound of ſma]l morrice bells to 
the clanking of maſly chains) As for the old 
man he took it to be the ſpirit of fomebody mur- 
dered long ago in this place, which had power 
granted it to torment the aſſaſſin in the ſhape of 
a raven, and that Ralpho was the name of the 
ſaid murderer. Although I had not much faith 
in his interpretation, I was too much troubled 
to enjoy any ſleep; and in all my future adven- 
tures never paſſed a night ſo ill. In the morn- 
ing, Strap imparted the whole affair to Jocy, 


who after an immoderate fit of laughter, explain- 


ed the matter, by telling him that the old man 
was the landlord's father. who had turned 1deot 
ſome years ago, and diverted himſelf with a 
tame raven, which, it ſeems, had hopped away 
from his apartment in the night, and induced 
him to follow it to our chamber, where he had 
enquired after it, under the name of Ralpho. 
Nothing remarkable happened during the re- 
maining part of our journey, which continued 
ſix or feven days longer: At length we entered 
the great city, and lodged all night at the inn, 
where the waggon halted. Next morning, all 
the paſſengers parted different ways; while my 
companion and I ſallied out to inquire for the 
member of parliament to whom | hed a letter cf 
recommendation from Mr Crab. As we had 
diſcharged our lodging at the inn, Strap took 


up our baggage, aud marched behind me in the 
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ſtreet with the knapſack on his back as uſual, {, 
that we made a very whimſical appearance, 
I had dreſſed myſelf to the greateſt advantage; 
that is, put on a clean ruffled ſhirt, my bet 
thread ſtockings, my hair (which was of the 
deepeſt red) hung down upon my ſhoulders, az 
lank and ftreight as a pound of candles; and 
the ſkirts of my coat reached to the middle 
of my legs; my wailtcoat and breeches were of 
the ſame piece, and cut in the ſame taſte ; my 
hat very much reſembled a barber's baſon in the 
ſhallowneſs of the crown, and narrowneſs of the 
brim. Strap was habited in a much leſs auk- 
ward manner than me; but a ſhort crop-eared 
wig, that very much reſembled Scrub's in the 
play, and the knapſack on his back, added to 
what is called a queer phiz, occaſioned by a lon 

chin, and hook noſe, and high cheek bones, 
rendered him on the whole a very fit ſubject for 
mirth and pleaſantry. As we walked along, 
Strap, at my delire, enquired of a carman whom 
we met, where-abouts Mr Cringer lived; —and 
was anſwered by a ſtare, accompanied with the 
word Anan !' Upon which I came up in or- 
der te explain the queſtion, but had the misfor- 
tune to be unintelligible likewiſe, the carman 
damning us for a louſy Scotch guard, and whip- 
ping up his horſes with a * Gee ho !” which net- 
tied me to the quick, and rouſed the indigna- 
tion of Strap ſo far, that after the fellow was 
gone a good way, he told me he would fight 
him for a farthing. While we was deliberating 
what was next to be done, an haekney coach- 
man driving foftly along, and perceiving us 
Randing by the kennel, came up cloſe to vs, and 
calling, A coach, maller by a dexterous ma- 
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nagement of the reins, made his horſes ſtumble 
in the wet, and bedaub us all over with mud. 
After which he drove on, applauding himſelf 
with a hearty laugh, in which ſeveral people 
joined, to my great mortiſication; but one more 
compaſſionate than the reſt, ſeeing vs rangers, 
adviſed me to go into an ale— houſe, Kock dry 
myſelf, 1 thanked him for his advice, which 1 
immediately complied with; and going into the 
houſe he pointed out, rated for a pot of beer, 
and fat down by the fire in a publick room, 
where we cleaned ourſelves as well as we could. 
In the mean time, a wag 'who fat ma box 
ſmoaking his pipe, underitanding by our dia- 
Iet who we were, came up to me, and, with a 
very grave countenance, alted me, how long 
I had been caughc? As I did not know the 
meaning of this queſtion, made no anſwer ; 
and he went on, ſaying, it could not be a great 
while, for my tail was not yet cut; at the ſame 
time taking hold of my hair, ad tipping the 
wink to the reſt of the company, which ſcemed 
highly entertained with his wit. I was incenſed 
at this uſuage, but afraid of reſenting it, becauſe 
1 happened to be in a ſtrange place, and per- 
cciving the perſon who ſpoke to me, was a 
brawny fellow, for whom I was by no means a 
match. However, Strap having either more 
courage or leſs caution, could not put up with 
the inſults that I ſultcred ; but told him with a 
peremptory tone, © He was an uncivil fellow, 
for making fo free with his betters.“ Where 
upon the wit going toward him, aſked, What 
he had got in his Karren; Is it oatmeal] or 
* brimſtone, Sawney ? (ſaid he) ſeizing him by 
the chin, which he "hook to the inceprefib's 
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diverſion of all preſent. My companion fec!i ing ente 
himſelf aſſaulted in ſuch an opprobrious man. Hof bi 
ner, diſengaged himſeif in a trice, and leut hi took 
antagoniſt ſuch a box on the ear, as made bim ſootr 
ltagger to the other ſide of the room; and ing bim, 
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moment a ring was formed for the e ants, 
Seeing Strap 1 to ſtrip, and my bloc 
being heated with indignation, which baniſhel 
all other thoughts, I undreffed myſelf to the 
{kin in an inſtant, and declared, that as the at. 
front that occaſioned the quarre] was offered to 


me, I would fight it out myſelf; upon which, 


one or two cricd out, * That's a brave Scotch alle 
boy; you ſhall have fair play, by God.” This lee 
gave me freſh ſpirits, and going up to my ad- anc 
verſary, who, by his pale countenance, did not inf 
ſeem much inclined to the battle, I ſtruck hin . me 
ſo hard on the ſtomach, that he reeled over a Fri 
bench, and fell to the ground. Here | attempt. e 
ed to get a- top of him, in order to improve my ce 
ſucceſs, according to the manner of my own hi 
country; but was reſtrained by the ſpectators, lc 
one of whom endeavoured to raiſe up my op- h 
ponent, but 1a vain ; for he proteſted he would 11 
not fight, being nd quite recovered of a late { 
AT he I was very well pleaſed with this excuſe, * 


and immediately dreſſed myſelf, having acquired 
the good opinion of the company for my brave: 
ry, as did alſo my comerade Strap, who ſhook. 
me by the hand, and wiſhed me joy of the 
victory. After having drank our pot and dried 
our cloaths, we enquired of the landlord if he 
knew Mr Cringer the member of parliament, 
and were amazed at his replying in the nega- 
tive; for we imagined, he mult be every bit as 
conſpicuous here, as in the borough he repre- 
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ſented ; but he told us we might poſſibly heat 
of him as we pailed along. Whereupon we be- 
took ourſelves to the itreet, where, ſceing a 
footman ſtanding. at a door, we made up to 
him, and aſked if he knew where our patron 
lived, This member ot the party coloured fra- 
ternity, ſurveying us both very minutely, ſaid 
he knew Mr Cringer very well, and bid us turn 
down the firſt ſtreet on our left, then turn to the 
right, and then to the left again, after which 
we would obſerve a lane, through which we 
mult paſs, and at the other end we thould find an 
| alley that leads to another ſtreet, where we flould 
| ſee the ſign of the Thiſtle and three pedlars, 
and there he lodged — We thanked him for bis 
information and went forwards, Strap telling 
me, that he knew this perſon to be an honeſt, 
friendly man, by his countenance, before he 
opened his mouth ; in which opinion I acquieſ- 
ced, aſcribing his good manners to the company 
he daily ſaw in the houſe where he ſerved. We fol- 
lowed his directions punctually, in turning to the 
left aad to the right, and to the left again; but 
inſtead of ſeeing a lane before us, we found our- 
ſclves at the fide of the river, which perplexed 
us not a little; and my fellow traveller vemur— 
ed to pronounce, that we had certainly miiſed our 
way. By this time we were very much fatigu— 
ed with our walk, and not knowing how to pro - 
ceed, I went into a {mall {nuff ſhop hard by, en- 
couraged by the ſign of the Highlander, where 
I found, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, the 
ſhop keeper my countryman. He was no ſoon- 
er informed of our peregrination, and the direc- 
tions we had received from the footman, than 
be informed us we had been impoſed upon, tel- 


— —— dr cre erg ner, ig - 


- — — k ” - 
. Fe we {ot . * * — > - — 
- * - 2 ISI 
8 ** 1 - : 6 


>, - 8 2 - 
A 8 i. „ 


„ — 
2305 - £4 


8 


—— 2 


e 


— n= 
——— 


pr ve 


N Wan. N23 "+ - 
E 


_— 
a 
— wee 


— 
. — 
— TIRE 7 — 


23 


2 — 
— r 


5 4 — We 2 
* * 6 „* —— — 3 * - ” 
£7 — — = 2 2. ES » ©: 1 er ,- 
AC 15 g * 7 - "8 — N 1; nog - * 
They” % r 2 ——— RY 
ay - By - TALE * — my — 


0 r 


- 
Cs. FOES OR, 
JS 
3 
r 


A X 2 
ws 8-5 > — > 
— — 
2 


4 


— 
— 
= 
== >: 
3 


N * 
« 
— = > 
. 
. 
* 


„ 
„ 
* 
— 


Pris Ys 
* 
art * 


— — — — 


: > * 
* Omg pong ig age ane 
Sh 


9 


— — EE. Ui Neg 


2 it — = 


00 THE. ADVENTURES OF 


ling us, that Mr Cringer hved in the other eng 
of the town; and that it would be to no pur. 
pole for us to go thither to-day, for by that time 
he was gone to the houſe. I then aſked him, 
if he could recommend us to a lodging, which 
he readily did, by giving us a line to one of his 
acquaintance who kept a chandler's ſhop, not 
far from St. Martin's lane; here we hired a bed. 
room, up two pair of itairs, at the rate of 25. per 
week, ſo very ſmall that when the bed was let down, 
we were obliged to carry ont every other piece 
of furniture that belonged to the apartment, and 
uſed the bed ſtead by way of chairs. About 
dinner time, our landlord aſxed us how we pro- 
poſed to live, to which we anſwered, that we 
would be directed by him. Well then, (fays 
* he) there are two ways of eating in this town, 
« for peopte of your condition ; the one more 
« creditable and expenſive than the other: the 
« firſt is, to dine at an eating houſe frequented 
© by wel dreſſed people-only, and the other i; 
called diving, practiſed by thoſe who are ei- 
ther obliged or inclined to live frugally.“ I gave 
him to underſtand, that provided the laſt was 
not infamous, it would ſuit much better with our 
circumſtances than the other. Infamous, 
(cried he) God forbid, there are many cre- 
Gitable people, and rich people, ay and fine 
people, that dive every day. I have ſeen 
many a pretty gentleman bedaubed al] over 
with lace, dine in that manner, very comforta- 
bly for three pence half- penny, and go after- 
wards tothe coffee-houſe, where he made a figure 


« with you to day, and introduce you.“ He ac- 


with the be? lords in the land :— But your 
own eyes ſhall bear witneſs. I will go along 
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cordingly carried us to a certain lane, where 
ſtopping, he bid us obſerve him, and do as he 
did, and walking a few paces, dived into a ce]- 
lar and diſappeared in an inſtant. I followed 
his example, and deſcended very ſucceſsfully, 
where I found myſelf in the middle of a cook's 
ſhop, almoſt ſuffocated with the ſteams of boil- 
ed beef, and ſurrounded by a company conſiſting 


chiefly of hackeny coachmen, chair-men, dray- 


men, and a few footmen ont of place, or on board 
wages; who ſat eating ſhin of beef, tripe, cow 
heel, or ſauſages, at ſeparate boards, covered 
with cloths, which turned my ſtomach. While 
I Rovd in a maze, undetermined whether to ſit 
down or walk upwards again, Strap, 1n his 
leſcent mitfing one of the ſteps, tumbled head- 


Jong inte this infernal ordinary, and overturned. 


the cook as ſhe was carrying a porringer of 
ſoup to one of the gueſts : In her fall ſhe daſh- 
ed the whole meſs againſt the legs of a drummer 
belonging to the foot guards, who happened to 
he in her way, and ſcalded him fo miſerably, 
that he ſtarted up, and danced up and down, ut- 
tering a vo ley of e :ecrations, that made my hair 
itand on end. While he entertained the com- 
pany in this manner, with an eloquence peculiar 
to himſelf, the cook got up, and after a hearty 
curſe on the poor author of this miſchance, wio 
iay under the table ſcratching his rump, with a 
woful coumenance, emptied a falt-ſeller in her 
land, and tripping down the patient's ſtockings, 
which brought the {kin along with it, applied 
the contents to the fore. This poultice was 
fearce laid on, when the drummer, who had be- 
gun to abate of his exclamation, broke forth in- 
to ſuch a hideous yell, as made the whole com- 
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pany tremble ; then ſtzing a pewter pint. pot 
that ſtood by him, ſqueezed the ſides of it to- 
gether, as if it had been made of pliant leather, 
grinding his teeth at the ſame time with a moſt 
korrible grin. Gueſſing the cauſe of this vio- 

lent tranſport; I bid the woman waſh off the ſalt, 
and bathe the part with oil, which ſhe did, and 
procured him immediate eaſe. But here another 
difficulty occurred, which was no other than the 
landlady's inſiſting on his paying for the pot he 
had rendered uſeleſs ; he ſwore he would pay 
for nothing but what de had eat, and bid her be 
thankful for his moderation, or elſe he would 
proſecute her for damages. Strap. foreſeeing it 
would. all land at him, promiſed to ſatisfy the 
cook, and called for a dram of gin to treat the 
drummer with, which entirely appeaſed him, 
and compoſed all animoſities. After this our 
landlord and we fat down at a board, and dined 
upon ſhin of beef moſt deliciouſly ; our rekon- 
mg amounting to two-pence halt-penny each, 


bread and {mall beer included. 


CHAP. XIV; 


We viſit Strap's friend—a deſcription of him—his advice 
we go to Mr. Cringer's houſe—are denied admittance— 
an accident befals Strap—»:s behaviour thereupon—an 
e ctraordinary adventure occurs, in the courſe of which I 
lie all my money. 


I the afternoon, my companion propoſed to 
call at his friend's houſe which, we were in- 
formed, was in the neighbourhood, whether we 

accordingly went, and were ſo Jucky as to God 
him a- home. This gentleman, who had come 
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from Scotland three or four years ago, kept a 
ſchool in town, where he taught the Latin, 
French and Italian languages; but what he 
chiefly profeſſed was the pronounciation of the 
Engliſh tongue, after a method more ſpeedy 
and uncommon than any practiled heretofore ; 
and indeed if his ſcholars ſpoke like their maſter, 
the latter part of his undertaking was certainly 
performed to a title, for although I could eaſily 
underſtand every word of what I had heard hi- 
therto fince 1 entered England, three parts in 
four of his dialect weie as unintelligible to 


me as if he had ſpoke in Arabick or Iriſh — 


He was a middle-fized man, and ſtooped very 


much, though not above the age of forty; his 
face was very much pitted with the ſmall-pox, 
hiz eyes bleared, and his mouth extended from 
ear to ear. He was dreſſed in a night gown of 
plaid, faſtened about his middle with a Serjeant's 
old ſaſh, and a tie-perriwig with a fore-to 

three inches high, in the faſhion of king Charles 
the ſecond's reign. After he had received 
Strap (who was related to him) very courteouſ- 
ly. he enquired of him who I was: and bein 

informed, took me by the hand, telling me, he 
was at ſchool with my father. When he un- 
derſtood my ſituation, he aſſured me that he 
would do me all the ſervice in his power, both 
by his advice and otherwiſe ; and while he ſpoke 
theſe words, he eyed me with great attention, 
walking round me ſeveral times, and muttering, 
O Ch—f|! O C—! fat a ſaight is here? I 
ſoon gueſſed the reaſon of his ejaculation, and 
ſaid, I ſuppoſe. fir, you are not pleaſed with 
my dreſs.” * Dreſs, (anſwered he) you may 
'* caal it fat you pleaſe, in your country, but -[ 
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* vaw to Gad, 'tis a maſquerade here. No 


* chriſtian will admit ſuch a figure into his hawſe. 
Upon my conſcience ! I wonder the dogs did 
not hunt you. Did you paſs through St. 
* James's market? God bleſs my eye-faipht | 
you look like a coulin-german of Ouran Out- 
£ 2 began to be a little ſerious at his diſ- 
courſe, and aſked him, if he thought I ſhould 
obtain entrance to-morrow at the houſe of Mr 
Cringer, on whom TI chiefly depended, for an in- 
troduction into bulinels. * Mr Cringer, Mr 
« Cringer, (replied he, ſeratching his cheek) 
* may be a very honeſt gentleman—lI know no- 
thing to the contrary ; but is your ſole depen- 
© dance upon him? Who recommended you to 
* him?” I pulled out Mr Crab's letter, and told 
him the foundation of my hopes; at which le 
ſtared at me, and repeated, O C- ſt!' I be- 
gan to conceive bad omens from this behaviour 
of his, and begged he would aſſiſt me with his 
advice; which he promiſed to do very frankly; 
and as a ſpecimen, directed us to a perriwig 
ware-houſe, in the neighbourhood, in order to 
be accommodated; laying ftrong injunctious on 
me not to appear before Mr Cringer, till I had 
parted with thoſe carroty locks, which (he ſaid) 
were ſufficient to beget an antipathy againſt me, 
in all mankind. And as we were going to pur- 
ſue this advice, he called me back, and bid me 
be ſure to deliver my letter into Mr Cringer's 
own hand. As we walked along, Strap tri- 
umphed greatly in our reception with his friend, 
who (it ſeems) had aſſured him, he would in a 
day or two provide for him, with ſome good 
maſter; and now (ſays he) you ſhall ſee how 
I will fit you with a wig.“ There's ac*er a bar- 


— 
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© ber in London (and that's a bold word) can 

palm a rotten caul, or a penny-welght of dead 
© hair upon. me.“ And indeed this zealous ad- 
herent did wrangle fo long with the merchant, 
that he was delired twenty times to leave the 
ſhop, and ſee if he could get one cheaper elſe- 
where. At length I made choice of a good 
handſome bob, for which I paid fifteen ſhillings ; ; 
and returned to our lodging, where Strap, 1 ina 
moment, rid me of that hair which had given 
the ſchool-maſter ſo much offence. 

We got up next day betimes, having been 
informed that Mr. Cringer gave audience by 
candle-light to all his dependents, he himſelf be- 
ing obliged to attend the levee of my lord Ter- 
rer at break of day; becauſe his lordſhip made 
one at a minifter's between eight and nine 
o'clock, When we caine to Mr. Crinyer's 
door, Strap, to give me an inſtance of his po- 
liteneſs, ran to the knocker, which he employed 
ſo loud and ſo long, thut he alarmed the whole 
Rreet ; and a wiadow opening up two pair of 
ſtairs in the next houſe, a chamber-pot was dif- 
charged upon him ſo ſucceſsfully, that the poor 
barber was wet to the ficin, while J, being 
luckily at ſome diltance, eſcaped the unſavoury 
deluge. In the mean time a footman openin 
the 8 and ſeeing no body in the itrect but 
us, aſked with a ſtern counteuance, if it was J 
who made ſuch a damned noife, and what I want- 
ed. I told him I had bufineis with his maſter, 
whom -I deſired to ſee. Upon which, he clapt 
the door in my face, telling me, I mult learn 
better manners before I could have acceſs to his 
maſter. Vexed at this diſappointment, I turn- 
ed my reſentment againſt Strap whom I ſharp- 
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ly reprimanded for his preſumption; but he not 
in the leaſt regarding what I ſaid, wrung the 
urine out of his perriwig, and lifting up a larpe 
None, flung it with ſuch force againſt the ſtreet- 
door of that houſe from whence he had been be- 
dew'd, that the lock giving way, it flew wide 
open, and he took to his heels, leaving me to fol- 
tow him as 1 could. Indeed there was no time 
for deliberation ; L therefore purſued him with 
all the ſpeed I could exert, until we found our- 
ſelves, about the dawn, ina itreet we did not 
know. Here as we wandered: along gaping 
about, a very decent ſort of a man paſſing by 
me, {topped of a ſudden, and took up ſomething 
which having examined, he turned and preſent- 
ed it to me, with theſe words, Sir, you have 
dropt half a crown.“ | was not a little ſur- 
Prized at this inſtance of honeſtly, and told him 
it did not belong to me; but he bid me recol- 
lect and ſee if all my money was fafe, upen 
which I pulled out my purſe (for I had bought 


one fince I came to town) and reckoning my mo- 


ney in my hand, which was now reduced to five 


guineas ſeven ſhillings and two pence, I aſſured 


him I had loſt nothing—* Well then, (ſays he) 


ſo much the better, —this is God ſend —and 


as you two were preſent when I picked it up 
« you are entitled to equal fhares with me. —1 
was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, and looked upon 
this perſon to be a prodigy of integrity, but 
abſolutely refuſed any part of the ſum. Come 
be, Steen, (ſaid he) you are too modeſt —I 

* Tee you are ſtrangers but you ſhall give me 
« leave to treat you with a whet this cold raw 
morning.“ I would have declined this invita- 


tion, but Strap whiſpered me, that the geutle - 


— 
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man would be affronted; and I complied. 
Where ſhall we go? (faid the ſtranger) I am 
« quite ignorant of this part of the town.“ I 
informed him that we were in the ſame ſituati- 
on: Upon which he propoſed to go into the 
firſt public-houſe we ſhould find open. As 
we walked together, he began in this manner: 
—* 1] find by your tangues you are come from 
Scotland, gentlemen. My grandmother by 
the father's fide was of your country, which 
© has prepoſſeſſed me ſo much in its favour, that 
I never meet a Scotchman but my heart warms.” 
The Scots are a very brave people. There is 
* ſcarce a great family in the kingdom, that 
cannot boaſt of ſome exploits performed by its 
© anceſtors many hundred years ago.—There's 
> 


your Douglaſſes, Gordons, Campbells, Ha- 


* miltons. We have no ſuch ancient families 
here in England. Then you are all very 
well educated. I have known a pedlar talk 


A „ — 


had been his mother tongue — And for ho- 
nefty—TI once had a ſervant, his name was 


Gregory Macgregor, I would have trufted 


S ® & a 


native country gained my affection fo ſtrongly, 


that 1 believe I could have gone to death to ſerve 


the author; and Strap's eyes ſwam in tears. 
At length as we paſſed through a dark narrow 
lane, we perceived a publick houſe, which we 
entered ; and found a man fitting by the fire, 
ſmoaking a pipe, with a pint of purl before him. 

ur new acquaintance alked us, if ever we had 
drank egg flip; to which we anſwering in the 
negative, he aſſured us of a regale, and ordered 


2 quart to be prepared, calling for pipes aud 


in Greek and Hebrew, as well as if they 


him with untold gold.“ This eulogium on my 
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tobacco at the ſame time. We found this com. 


poſition very palatable, and drank heartily ; 


the converſation (which was introduced by the 
gentieman) turning upon the ſnares that young 
unexperienced people are expoſed to in this me- 
tropohs. He deſcribed a thouſand cheats that 
are daily praGifed upon the ignorant and unwa- 
ry; and warned us of them with ſo much good- 
nature and concern, that we bleſſed the oppor- 
tunity which threw us into his way. After we 
had put the cann about for ſome time, our new 
friend began to yawn, telling us he had been up 
all night with a fick perſon ; and propoſed we 
ſhould have recourſe to ſome diverſion to ket; 
him awake. Suppoſe {ſaid he) we ſhould take 
* a hand at whiſt for paſtime. But Jet me ſee, 
that won't do, there's only three of us, and 
I cannot play at any other game. The truth 
is, I ſeldom or never play, but out of com- 
plaiſance, or ſuch a time as this, when I am 
in danger of falling a- ſſeep.“ Although I had 
no great' inclination for gaming, I felt no aver- 
fon to paſs an hour or two at cards with a 
friend; and knowing that Strap underſtood as 
much of the matter as I, made ro ſcruple of 
ſaying, I wiſh, we could find a fourth hand.” 
While we were in this perple>zity, the perſon, 
. whom we found at our entrance, overhearing 
our diſcourſe, took the pipe from his month 
very gravely, and accoſted us thus: “ Gentle- 
men, my pipe is ont, ycu fee, (ſhaking the 
* aſhes into the fire) and rather than you ſhould 
© be baulked, I don't care if I take ahand with 
© you; fora trifle—But remember I won't play 
for any thing of conſequence.” 
We accepted his preffer with pleaſure ; aud 


* 
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having cut fob partners, it fell to my lot to play 
with him, againſt our friend and Strap, for 
threepence a game. We were ſo ſucceſsful, that 
in a ſhort time I was half. a crown gainer ; - when. 
the gentleman whom we had met in the ſtreet, 
obſerving he had no luck to-day, propoſed to 
leave off, or change partners—By this time I 
was inflamed with my good fortune, and the ex- 
pectation of improving it, as I perceived the 
two ſtrangers played but indifferently-: there- 
fore I voted for giving him his revenge, with 

which he complied after ſome intreaty, and cut- 
ting again, Strap and I (to our mutual ſatis- 
faction) happened to be partners. My good 
fortune attending me till, and in leſs than an 
hour we had got thirty ſhillings of their mo- 
ney ; for as they loft, they grew the Keener, 
and doubled ſtakes every time. At laſt the in- 
conſtant goddeſs began to veer about, and we 
were very ſoon ttript of all our gains, and about 
forty ſhillings of our »wn money. This mortified 
me extremely, and had a viſible effect upon 
Srap's face, which lengthened apace; but our 
antagoniſt pereeiving our condition, kindly per- 
mitted us to retrieve our loſs, and conſole OUr= 
ſelves with a new acquiſition. Then my compa- 
nion wilely ag geRen it was time to be gone ; 
upon which the perſon who had joined eus inthe 
houſe began to curſe the cards; and muttered 
that we were indebted to fortune only for what 
we had got, no part of our ſucceſs being owed 
to our good play. This infinuation nettled me 
fo much, that I challenged him to continue the 
game for a crown ; and he was with difficult 
perſuaded to accept the invitation. This tel 
ended in less than an hour, w_y ine xpreſſible 
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affliction, who loſt every ſhilling of my own mo- 
 ney:; Strap abſolutely refuſing to ſupply me with 
a fix pence. The gentleman, at whoſe requeſt 
we had come in, perceiving by my diſconſo. 
late looks the ſituation of my heart, which 
well nigh burited with grief and reſentment, 
when the other ſtranger got up, and went a- 
way with my money, began in this man- 
ner: I am truly afflicted at your bad luck, and 
* would willingly repair it was it in my power, 
But what in the name of goodneſs could pro- 
voke you to tempt your fate fo long? It is 
always a maxim with gameſters to purſue ſue- 
ceſs as far as it will go, and to ſtop whenever 
fortune ſhifts about. You are a young man, 
and your paſſions too impetuous; you muſt 
learn to govern them better : —However there 
is no experience like that which is bought; 
you will be the better for this the longeſt day 


got your money, I don't half like him, — Did 
not you obſerve me tip you the wink, to leave 
off in time —1 anſwered, No. No, (con- 
tinued he) you was too eager to mind any 
thing but the game. But harkee, (ſaid he in 
a whiſper)are you ſatisfied of that young man's 
honeſty? his looks are a little ſuſpicious; but 
I may be miſtaken;—he made a great many 
* grimaces while he ſtood behind you ;- this is 
a very wicked town.“ I told him I was very 
well convinced of my commade? s integrity, and 
that the grimaces he mentioned were doubtleſs 
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owing to his anxiety at my loſs. * O ho! if 


* that be the caſe, I aſk his pardon. Landlord 
* ſee what's to pay.“ The reckoning came to 


eighteen pence, which Baring diſcharged, the 
* 
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gentleman ſhook us both by the hand, and ſay- 
ing he ſhould be very glad to fee us again, de- 
parted. 


PPP ˙ A a 


CHAT. AY; 


Strap muralizes—preſents his purſe to me——we inform our 
landlord of my misfortune, uh unravels the myſtery- 1 
preſeut myſelf to Cr nger—he recommends and turns me 
over to Mr. Stuytape—T become arquatnied with a fel- 
low-dependant, who explains the characters of Cringer 
and Staytape—and informs me cf the method to be purſus 
ed at the Navy office and Surgeon Shall Sirap is em- 
ployed | 


P. our way to our lodging, after a profound ſi- 
4 Jence on both ſides, Strap with a hideous 
groan obſerved, that we had brought our pigs 
toa fine market. To this I made no reply, 
and he went on : * God ſend us well out of this 
place, we have not been in London eight and 


« forty hours, and I believe we have met with 


eight and forty thouſand misfortunes. We 
have been jeered, reproached, buffeted, piled 


upon, and at laſt tripped of our money; and 


I ſuppoſe by and by we ſhall be ſtript of our 
tkins. Indeed, as to the money part of it, 
that was owing to our own folly; Solomon 
lays, Bray a fool in a mortar, and he will 
never be wiſe. Ah! God help us, an ounce 
of prudence is worth a pound of gold.“ This 
was no time for him to tamper with my dil. 
poſition, already mad with my loſs, and inflam- 
ed with reſentment againſt him, who had refu- 
Ted me a little money to attempt to retrieve it. 
u therefore turned towards him with a ftern 
countenance, and aſked him, © Whom he called 
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* fool !' Being altogether unaccuftomed to fuch 
looks from me, he ſtood till, and itarcd in my 
face for ſome time; then, with ſome confuſion, 
uttared Fool I called no body fool but my- 


© ſelf ; I am ſure, I am the greateſt fool of 


* the two, for being ſo much concerned at other 
people's misfortunes ; —but Nemo 52nmibus 
* horis ſapit, — that's all that's all.“ Upon 
which a ſilence enſued that brought us to our 
lodging, where I threw myſelf into the bed in 
an agony of deſpair, reſolving to periſh for 
want, rather than apply to my companion or 
any other body for relief; but Strap, who 
knew my temper, and whoſe heart bled withia 
him at my diſtreſs, after ſome pauſe, came to 
the bed ſide, and putting a leather purſe into 
my hand, burſt into tears, crying, I know 
what you think: but I fcorn your thoughts, 
— There's all | have in the world, take it, 
and I'll perhaps get more for you before that 
be done, if not IIl beg for you, ſteal for you, 
go through the wide world with you, and 
ſtarve with you: for though I be a cobler's 
* fon, J am no ſcout.” I was fo touched with 
the generous paſſion of this poor creature, that 
I could not refrain from weeping alſo, and we 
mingled our tears together for ſome time. Up- 
on examining the purſe, I found in it two halt 


guineas and a half crown, which I would have 


returned to him, ſaying he kneay better than 1 
how to manage it ; but he abſolutely refuſed 
my propoſal, and told me, it was more reaſon- 
able and decent that he ſhuuld depend upon me 


trouled by him, 
After this friendly conteſt was over, and cur 


, 


who was a gentleman, than that I ſhould be con- 
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minds more at eaſe, we informed our landlord 
of what had happened to us, taking care to con- 
ceal the extremity to which we were reduced: 
He no ſooner heard the ſtory, than he aſſured 
us we had been grievouſly impoſed upon by a 
couple of ſharpers, who were aſſociates: and 
that this polite, honeſt, friendly, humane perſon, 
who had treated us ſo civilly, was no other than 
a raſcally money-dropper, who made it his bu- 
fineſs to decoy ftrangers in that manner, to one 
of his own haunts, where an accomplice or two 
was always waiting to aſſiſt in pillaging the prey 
they had run down. Here the good man re- 
counted a great many ſtories of people, who had 
been ſeduced, cheated, pilfered, beat, —nay even 
murdered by ſuch villains. I was confeunded 
at the artifice and wickedneſs of mankind, and 
Strap lifting up his eyes and hands to Heaven, 
prayed that God would deliver him from ſcenes 
of ſuch iniquity : for ſurely the devil had ſet up 
his throne in London—Our landlord being cu- 
rious to know what reception we had met with 
at Mr Cringer's, we acquainted him with the par- 
ticulars, at which he ſhook his head, and told 
us, we had not gone the right way to work; 
that there was nothing to be done with a m-b-r 
of p-m-t without a bribe ; that the ſervant was 


commonly infected with the maſter's diſeaſe, and 


expected to be paid for his work as well as his 
betters. He therefore adviſed me to give the 


footman a ſhilling the next time I defired admit- 


tance to my patron, or elſe, I ſhould ſcarce find 
an opportunity to deliver my letter. According - 
ly, next morning when the door was opened, 1 
ſlipt a ſhilling into his hand, and told him I had 
a letter for his maſter. 1 found the good effects 
Vor. I. | P 
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of my liberality ; for the fellow let me in im- 
mediately, and taking the letter out of my hand, 
deſired me to wait in a kind of paſſage, for an 
anſwer. In this place I continued ſtanding three 
quarters of an hour, during which time I ſaw 
a great many young fellows, whom I formerly 
knew 1n Scotland, paſs and repaſs, - with an air 
of familiarity in their way to and from the au- 
dience chamber: while I was fain to ftand ſhi- 
vering in the cold, and turn my back to them, 
that they might not perceive the lowneſs of my 
condition. At length, Mr Cringer came out 
to ſee a young gentleman to the door, who was 
no other than 'ſquire Gawky, dreſſed in a very 
gay ſuit of cloaths: at parting, Mr Cringer 

ſhook him by the hand, and told him, he hoped 
to have the pleaſure of his company at dinner, 
Then turning about towards me, aſked what 
were my commands; when he underſtood I was 
the perſon who had brought the letter from Mr 
Crab, he affected to recollect my name, which 
however, he pretended he could not do, till he 
had conſulted che letter again; to ſave him that 
trouble J told him my name was Random. Up- 
on which he went on, Ay, ay, Random, Ran- 
dom, Random, — I think I remember the 
name;“ and very well he might, for this very 
individual Mr Cringer had many a time rode 
before my grandfather's cloak - bag, in quality 
of footman. Well, (ſays he,) you propoſe to 
go on board a man of war, as ſurgeon's mate. 
To which I replied by a low bow. I believe 
it will be a difficult matter (continued he) to 
« procure a warrant, there being already ſuch a 
* ſwarm of Scotch ſurgeons at the Navy office, 
in expectation of the next vacancy, that the 
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1 commiſſioners are afraid of being torn to pie- 
ces, and have actually applied for a guard to 
protect them. However ſome ſhips will ſoon 
be put into commiſſion, and then we ſhall ſee 
what's to be done.“ So ſaying, he left me, 
exceedingly mortified at the different reception 
Mr Gawky and I had met with from this up- 
ſtart, proud, mean member, who (I imagined) 
would have thought it an happineſs to have it 
in his power to be grateful for the obligations 
he owed to my family. oy 

At my return, I was ſurprized with the a- 
greeable news of Strap's being employed on the 
recommendation of his friend the ſchool maſter, 
by a perriwig maker in the neighbourhood, 
who allowed him five ſhillings per week, beſides 
bed and board. I continued to dance attendance 
every other morning at the levee of Mr Cringer 
during a fortnight, in which time I became ac- 
Juainted with a young fellow of my own coun- 
try and profeſſion, who alſo depended on the 
member's intereſt ; but was treated with much 
more reſpect than I, both by the ſervants, and 


maſter, being often admitted into a parlour, 


where there was a fire, for the convenience cf 
the better ſort of thoſe who waited for him. 
Thither I was never permitted to penetrate on 


account of my appearance, which was not at all 


faſhionable ; but was obliged to fland blowing: 
my fingers in a cold lobby, and take the fi 

opportunity of Mr Cringer's going to the door 
to ſpeak with him. One day, while 1 enjoyed 
this occaſion, a perſon was introduced whom Mr 
Cringer no ſooner ſaw, than running towards 
him, he ſaluted him with a bow to the very 
ground, and afterwards ſhaking him by the 
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hand with great heartineſs and familiarity, czll- 
ed him his good ſriend, and aſked very kindly 
how Mrs Staytape, and the young ladies did; 
then after a whiſper which continued ſome 
minutes, wherein I overheard the word Honour 
repeated ſeveral times with great emphaſis, Mr 
Cringer introduced me to this gentleman, as 
to a perſon whoſe advice and aſſiſtance I might 
depend upon, and having given me his direction, 
followed me to the door, where he told me, I 
needed not give myſelf the trouble to call at 
his houſe any more, for Mr Staytape would do 
my buſineſs for me. At that inſtant my fellow 
dependent coming out after me, overheard the 
diſcourſe of Mr Cringer, and making up to me 
in the ſtreet, accoſted me very civilly, which 
looked upon as no ſmall honour conſidering 
the figure he made; for he was dreſſed in a bluc 
frock with a gold button, a green filk waiſt 
coat trimmed with gold, black velvet breeches, 
white ilk ſtockings, ſilver buckles, a gold Jacel 
hat, a ſpencer wig, and a ſilver hilted hanger, 
way fine cloudedcane in his hand. © I perceive 
+ (ſays he) you are but lately come from Scot- 
land::—Pray what may your buſineſs with 
Mr Cringer be? I ſuppoſe it is no ſecret — 
and I may poſſibly give you ſome advice that 
will be ſerviceable ; for I have been ſurgeon's 
ſecond mate on board of a ſeventy gun ſhip, 
and [conſequently know a good dale of the 
world.“ I made no ſcruple to diſcloſe my 
ſituation, which, when I had related to him, 
he ſhook his head, and told me, he hed 
been pretty much in the ſame circumſtances 
about a year ago; and that he had relied on 
Cringer's promiſes ſo long, that his money, 


N 
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(which was conſiderable) as well as his credit, 
was quite exhauſted ; and when he wrote to his 
relations for a freſh ſupply, inſtead of money, 
he received nothing but reproaches. and the 
epithets of idle, debauched fellow: That after 
he had waited at the Navy office many months 
for a warrant, to no purpoſe, he was fain to 
pawn ſome of his cloaths, which raiſed him a 
ſmall ſum, wherewith he bribed the f- ty, 
who ſoon procured a warrant for him, notwith- 
ſtanding he had affirmed the ſame day, that 
there was not one vacancy. That he had gone 
on board, where he remained nine months 
at the end of which the ſhip was put out of 
commiſſion, and the company to be paid off in 
Broad ſtreet the very next day, That his re- 
lations being reconciled to him, had charged 
him to pay his devoirs regularly to Mr Cringer, 
who had informed them by letter, that his in- 
tereſt alone had procured the warrant ; in obe- 
dience to whick command, he came to his levee 
every morning as I faw, though he looked upon: 
him to be a very pitiful ſcoundrel. In concluſion 
he aſked me 1f I had yet paited at Surgeons 
hall? To which 1 anſwered, 1 did not ſo much. 
as know it was neceſſary. Neceſſary ! (cried 
© he) O lord, O lord! I find I muſt inftruct 
you come along with me, and I'll give you 
* ſome information about the matter.“ So ſay- 
mg, he carried me into an ale houſe where he 
called for ſome beer and bread and cheeſe, on 
which we breakfaſted. While we ſat in this 
place, he told me I muſt firſt go to the Navy of- 
tice, and write to the board, defiring them to 
order a letter for me to the Surgeons hall, that 
I may be examined touching my {kill 1nſurgery 
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That the ſurgeons after having examined me, 
would give me my qualification ſealed up in form 
of a letter directed to the commiliioners, which 


qualification I muſt deliver to the ſecretary of 
the board, who would open it in my preſence 


and read the contents. After which 1 muſt em- 
ploy my intereſt to be provided for as ſoon as 
poſſible. "That the expence of his qualification 
for ſecond mate of a third rate, amounted to 
thirteen ſhillings, excluſive of the warrant, which 
coſt him half a guinea and half a crown, befides 
the preſent to the ſecretary, which conſiſted of 
a three pound twelve piece. This calculation 
was like a thunder bolt to me, whoſe whole 
fortune did not amount to twelve ſhillings, I 
accordingly made him acquainted with this part 
of my diſtreſs, after having thanked him for his 
information and advice. He condoled with me 
on this occaſion ; but bid me be of good chear, 
for he had coneeived a friendſhip for me, and 
would make all things eaſy. Tis true he was 
run out at preſent, but to morrow or next day, 
he was certain of receiving a conſiderable ſum ; 
of which he would lend me what would be ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer my exigencies. This frank 
declaration pleaſed me fo much, that I pulled 
out my purſe, and emptied it before him, beg- 
ging him to take what he pleaſed for pocket- 
expence until he ſhould receive his own money — 
With a good deal of prefling he was prevailed 
upon to take five ſhillings, telling me that he 
might have what money he pleaſed at any time, 
for the trouble of going into the city ; but as 
he had met with me, he would defer his going 
thither till to morrow, when I ſhould go along 
with him, and he would put me in a way of ac- 
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ting for myſelf without a ſervile dependence on 
that raſcal Cringer, much leſs on the louſy tay- 
lor to whom I heard him turn you over. How 
« (cried I) is Mr Staytape a taylor?“ No leſs 
I'll aſſure you {anſwered he) and I confeſs 
© more likely to ſerve yon than the member : 
© For provided you can entertain him with 
* politics and conundrums, you may have credit 
with him for as many and as rich cloaths as 
you pleaſe.” I told him, I was utterly ignorant 
of both, and ſo incenſed at Cringer's uſuage, that 
I would never ſet my foot within his door again. 
After a good deal more converſation, my new 
acquaintance and I parted, having made an ap- 
pointment to meet next day at the ſame place, 
in order to ſet out for the city. I went im- 
mediately to Strap, and related every thin 
which had happened, but he did not at all ap- 
prove of being ſo forward to lend money to 
ſtrangers, eſpecially as we had been already fo 
much impoſed upon by appearances. * How- 
© ever (ſaid he) if you are ſure he is a Scotch- 
man, I believe you are ſafc.“ 
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appearance than myſelf— J conſulted the phyſi- 


. H A P. VI. 


My new acquaintance breaks an appointment—T preceed by 
myſelf io the Navy officc—adareſs myſelf to « perſon 
there, who aſſiſts me with his advice I write to the 
board—they grant me a letter to the Surgeons at the 
Hal I am informed of the beau's name and charafter 
II find hin he makes me his confident in an amour 
deſires me to pawn my lines, for bis occaſions—1 re- 
cover what I lent him—ſome curious obſervations of 
Strap on that accaſion—his vaniy. 


= the morning I got up and went to the place 
of rendezvous, where I waited two hours in 
vain ; and was ſo exaſperated againſt him for 
breaking his appointment, that I ſet out for the 
eity by myſelf, in hopes of finding the villain, 
and being revenged on him for his perfidy. At 
length I found myſelf at the Navy office, u hich 
I entered, and ſaw crouds of young fellows, 
walking below; many of whom made no better 


ognomy of each, and at laſt made up to one 
whoſe countenance I liked; and aſked if he 
could inftruct me in the form of a letter which 
was to be ſent to the board, to obtain an order 
for examination: He anſwered me in broad 
Scotch, that he would ſhew me the copy of what 
he had wrote for himſelf, by the direction of 
another who knew the form : And accordingly 
pulled it out of his pocket for my pernſal ; and 
told me, that if I was expeditious, I might fend 
it into the board before dinner, for they did no 
buſineſs in the afternoon. He then went with 
me to a coſfee-houſe hard by, where I wrote the 
Jetter, which was immediately delivered to the 
meſſenger ; who told me, I might expect an or- 
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der to-morrow about the ſame time. Having 
tranſacted this piece of buſineſs, my mind was a 
good deal compoſed ; and as I had met with fo 
much civility from this ſtranger, I deſired fur- 
ther acquaintance with him, fully reſolved how- 
ever, not to be deceived by him, fo much to my 
prejudice as I had been by the beau. He a- 
greed to dine with me at the ccok's ſhop which 
I frequented ; and on our way thither, carried 
me to Change. where I was in ſome hopes of 
finding Mr Jackſon (for that was the name of 
the perſon who had broke his appointment) —1 
ſought him there to no purpoſe, and on our way 
to the other end of the town, imparted to my 
companion his behaviour towards me: upon 
which he gave me to underitand, that he was no 
ſtranger to the name of beau Jackſon (ſo he was 
called at the Navy office) altho' he did not 
know him perſonally ; that he had the character 


of a good-natured, careleſs fellow, who had na 


ſeruple of borrowing from any body that would 
lend: that moſt people who knew him believed 
he had a good enough principle at the bottom; 
but his extravagance was ſuch, he would probs - 
bly never have it in his power to manifeſt the 


honeſty of his intention. "This account made 


me ſweat for my five ſhillings, which I never- 
theleſs did not altogether deſpuir of recovering, 
provided I could find out the debtor. This 
young man likewiſe added another circumſtance 
of '{quire Jackſon's hiſtory, which was, that be- 

ing Aires of all means to equip him for ſea, 
when he received his laſt warrant he had been 
recommended to a perfon who lent him a little 
money, after he had ſigned a will and power, 


. 
* that perfon to lift his wages when they 
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ſhould become due, as àalio to inherit his cf, 8, 
in caſe of his death. That lie was till will. 
tutorage aud direction of that gentieman, wh, 
advanced him ſmall ſums from time to time yy. 
on this ſecurity, at the rate of 50 per cent. Bi 
at preſent his credit was very low, becauſe hi 
funds would do little more than pay what he 
had already received, this moderate idterett in. 
cluded. After the ſtranger {whoſe name waz 
Thomſon) had entertained me with this account 
of Jackſon, he inform'd me, that he himſelf nad 
paſſed for a third mate of a third rate, abou: 
four months ago; ſince which time, he had 
conſtantly attended at the Navy-office, in hopes 
of a warrant, having been aſſured from the be. 
ginning, both by a Scotch member and one & 
the commtſhoners to whom the member recom- 
mended him, that he ſhould be put into the ſirſt 
vacancy ; notwithſtanding which promiſe, he 
had had the mortification to fee fix or ſeven ap- 
pointed in the ſame ſtation almoſt every week, 
That now being utterly impoveriſhed, his ſole 
hope conſiſted in the promiſe of a friend lately 
come to town, to lend him a ſmall matter, for a 
prefent to the ſ—t—y; without which he was 
perſuaded he might wait a thouſand years to no 
purpoſe. I conceived a mighty liking for this 
young fellow, which (I believe) proceeded from 
the ſimilitude of our fortunes : We ſpent the 
whole day together; and as he lived at Wap— 
ping, I deſired him to take ſhare of my bed. 
Next day we returned to the Navy-office, where, 
after being called before the board and queſtion- 
ed about the place of my nativity and edocati- 
on, they ordered a letter to be made out for 


me, which, upon paying half a crown to the 


ork 
of 01 


millt 
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erk, I received, and delivered into the hands 
of the clerk at Surgeons-hall, together with a 
filling for his trouble in regillering my name. 
By this time my whole flock was diminiſhed to 
two ſhillings, and I fav not the leaſt proſpect of 
elief, even for preſent ſubſiſtence, much leſs to 
enable me to pay the fees at Surgeon's-hall for 
my examination,. which was = happen in a fort- 
night. In this ſtate of perplezity, I conſulted 
Strap, who aſſured me, he would pawn every 
thing he had in the world even to his razors, 
before I ſhould want; but this I abſolutely re- 

jected, telling him, I would a thouſand times 
rather liſt for a ſoldier, of which I had ſome 
thoughts, than be any longer a burthen to him. 
At the word ſoldier, he grew pale as death, and 
begged on his knees, I would think no more of 
that ſcheme. * God preſerve us all in our right 
© wits ! (eried he) would you turn ſoldier, and 
perhaps be ſent abroad againlt the Spainards, 
© where you mult ſtand and be ſhot at like a 
© woodcock ?— Heaven keep cold lead out of 
* my carcaſs; and Jet me die in a bed like a 
« Chriltian, as all my forefathers have done. 
© What ſignify all the riches and honours of this 
life, if one enjoys not content—And in the 
next there is no reſpect of perſons. Better 
* be a poor honeſt barber with a good con- 
ſcience, and time to repent of my ſins upon my 
death. bed, than be cut of (God bleſs us) by 
a muſket-thot, as 1t were 1n the very flower of 
one's age, in the perſuit of riches and fame. 
What fignify riches (my. dear. friend!) do 


they not make unto themſelves wings, as the 


* wiſe man ſzith? and does not Harace oblerve,, 
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* auri, Mgroto domini deduxit corpore fe reit, ig 
© animo caras. I could moreover mention ma. 
ny other ſayings in contempt of riches, both 
from the bible and other good books; but 35 
know you are not very fond of theſe thing;, 
I ſhall only aſſure you, that if you take on 10 
be a ſoldier, I will do the ſame; and then if 
we ſhould both be flain, you will not only have 
your own b'ood to anſwer for, but mine alſo; 
And peradventure the lives of all thoſe whom 
we ſhall Kill in battle. Therefore, I pray you, 
conlider whether you will fit down contented 
with ſmall things, and ſhare the fruits of m 

induſtry in peace, til} Providence ſhall fend 
better tidings;z or, by your defpair, plunge 
both our ſouls and bodies into everlaſting per. 
dition, which God of his infinite mercy for. 
bid.” I could not help ſmiling at this ha. 
rangue, which was delivered with great carnett. 
nels, the tears flanding in his eyes all the time; 
and promiſed to do nothing of that ſort without 
his confent and concurrence, He was much 
comfkorted at this declaration; and told me, in a 
tew days he ſhould receive a week's wages, 
which ſhould be at my ſervice; but adviſed me 
in the mean time to go in queſt of Jackſon, and 
recover, if poſible, what he had borrowed of 
me. 1 accordingly trudged about from one end 


without being able to learn any thing certain 
concerning him: And, one day, being extreme- 
ly hungry and aliured by the ſteams that regal- 
ed my nottrils from a bailing cellar, I went 
down with an intention to pratiſy my appetite 
with two-penny worth of beef; when to my no 
mall farprize, 1 found dar Jackſon lating at 


of the town to the other, for ſeveral days, 
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dianer with a footman. He no ſooner perceiv— 
ed me than he got up, and ſhook me by the 
hand, ſaying, * He was glad to fee me, for he 
© intended to have called at my lodgings in the 
© afternoon,” I was fo well pleaſed with this 
reincounter, and the apologies he made for not 
keeping his appointment, that I forgot my re— 
ſeutment, and ſat down to dinner, with the hap— 
py expeQatiun of not only recovering my own 
money before we ſhould part, but alſo reaping 
the benelit of his promite to lend me wherewith— 
al to pals examination: and this my ſanguine 
complexion ſuggeſted, notwithitanding the ac- 
count Thomſon gave me of him, ought to have 
taught me better. When we had feaſted 
ſumptugully. he took his leave of the ſoot— 
man, and adjourncd with me to an ale-houle 
hard by, where, after taking me by the 
hand again, he began thus: 4 I ſuppoſe you 
think me a {ad dog, Mr. Random, and I do 
© confels that appearances are againſt me — 

but | dare ſay you will fergive me when ! tell 
you my not coming at the time appointed, was 
* owing to a peremptory mellage, I received 
from a certain lady, whom—harkee) but this 
{is a great ſecret) I am to marry very ſoon, 
* You think this range perhaps, but it is not 
« leſs true for all that— a Give thouſand pounder 
© 'Il aflure you, belides expectations. For my 
* own part, devil take me if 1 know what any 
* woman can ſce engaging about me-—but a 
whim you Know, —and then one would not 
» baulk one's good fortune—you ſaw that 
© tootman who din'd with us—he's one of the 
* honelteſt fellows that ever wore livery. 
mull know it was by his means, I was intro- 
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*. duced to her, for he made me fir(t- acquainte, 
with her woman, who 1s his mitſtreſ; ls—ay, 
many a crown has he and his ſweet- heart 
had of my money—but what of that! his © 
are now brought to a bearing. I have 
(come a little this way) I have propoſed mar 
riage, and the day is fixed—ſhe's a char. 
ming creature! and writes like an angel—() 
lord! ſhe can repeat all the Engliſh tragedies 
as well as cer a player in Drury-lane; ang 
indeed is fo fond of plays, that to be near the 
ſtage, the has taken lodgings in-a court hard 
by the theatre, But you ſhall lee—you thall 
ſee—here's the laſt letter ſhe {ent me.” With 
thele words he put it into my hand, and! 


read oo the beſt of my remembrance) as fol. 
lows: 


© Dire creatur,. 
S you are the animable hopjack of my 
contembleſhons, your aydear is conſtan. 
tanoully ſkimming betore my kimmerical 
fanſie when morfeus ſheds illuſianry puppies 
upon the I's of dreeming mortels; and when 
luſtroos febus ſhines from his kotidian throne; 
© Wheerpon, I ſhall conſceif old whore time 
has loſt his pinners, as alſo cubit his harrows, 
until thou enjoy ſweet ſlumbrs in the love- 
* fick harums of thy faithful to commend 'til 
death. 
Vingar- yard 8 
lane, January 12th, 


While 1 was reading, he ſeemed to be 1n an 
extaſy, rubbing his hands, and burſting out in- 
to fits of laughter; ; at laſt he caught hold of my 
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hand and ſquecizug it, cried out, * There is 
tile for you! what do you think of this billet- 
« doux ? 1 anſwered, * it might be fublime for 
© aught J knew, for it was altogether above my 
. compretienſion.” O ho! (laid he) 1 believe 
© jt is —both tender and ſubhime— ſhe's a divine 
« creature! and ſo doats upon me!—Let me 
© ſee—what ſhall I do with this money, when 
have once got It into my hands: — In the 
© firit place, I ſhall do for you—I'm a man of 
few words—but, ſay no more—that's deter- 
© mined — Whether you would adviſe me 10 
« purchale ſome poit, by which-I may riſe in 
« the ſtate.z or lay out my wife's fortune in 
land, and retire-to the country at once? 4 
gave my opinion without heſitation, that he 
could not do better than buy an eſtate and im- 
prove it; eſpecially fince he bad already ſeen to 
much of the world. Then LI launched out into 
the praiſes of a country life, as deſcribed by the 
poets whole works | had read—He ſeemed to 
reliſh my advice, but withal told me, that al- 

though he had ſeen a great deal of the world 
both at land and ſea, having eruized three whole 
months in the channel, vet he ſhould not be ſa— 
tified until he had vilited France, which he 
propoſed to do before he ſhould ſettle 3 and to 


carry his wife along with him. I had 60 956 


to object to this propoſal; and atked him how 
ſoon he hoped to be happy. As to that, (re- 
plied he) nothing obſtructs my happineſs, 
but the want of a little ready caſh for you 
muſt know, my friend 1 in the city has gone out 
of town for a week or two; and IL unfortunate- 
ly miſſed my pay at Broad-itreet, by being 
detained two long by the dear charmer— but 


— 
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© there will be a recall at. Chatham next week, 
* whither the ſhip's books are ſent; and I hays 
* commiſſioned a friend in that place to recche 
* the money.“ If that be all (ſaid I) there 
is no great harm in deferring your marriage 
a few days.“ Tes, faith but there is (repl:. 
ed he) you don't know how many rivais [ 
have, who would take all advantages again 
me would not baulk the impatience of her 
paſſion for the world—the leaſt appearance 
of coldneſs and indifference would ruin all: 
and ſuch offers don't occur every day.“ I ac- 
quieſced in this obſervation, and enquired how 
he intended to proceed: at this he rubbed 
his chin, and faid, Why, truly I muſt be 
* obliged to ſome friend or other do you know 
© nobody that would lend me a ſmall ſum for a 
day or two ?—T aſſured him, I was ſuch an 
utter ſtranger in London, that I did not believe 
I could borrow a guinea if my life depended up- 
on it. No, (faid he) that's hard—that's hard 
el wiſh I had any thing to pawn, upon my 
5 ſoul! you have got excelleat linen { fecling 
* the ſleeve of my ſhirt) how many ſhirts 
of that kind have you got ?—1 anſwered, 
“ fix ruffled and fix plain.“ At which he teſ- 
tified great ſurprize, and ſwore that no gen- 
tleman ought to have more than four—* How 
many d'ye think I have got (continued he;) 
but this and another as I hope to be ſaved!— 
I dare ſay we ſhall be able to raiſe a good fum 
out of yourſuperfluty—let me fee, Jet me ſee 
* —each of theſe ſhirts are worth eighteen ſhil- 
lings at a moderate computation— now ſrp- 
* poſe we pawn them for half price—eight 
times eight is ixty-four, that's three pound 
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four - Z ds] it will do—give me your hand.” 
« Softly, ſoftly, Mr Jackſon (ſaid I) don't diſ- 
« poſe of my linen without my conſent ; firſt 
pay me the crown you owe me, and then we 
ſhall talk of other matters.“ He proteſted he 
had not above one ſhiling in his pocket, but 
that he would pay me out of the firſt money rai- 
ſed from the ſhirts— This piece of affurance in- 
cenſed me fo much, that I ſwore L would not 
art with him until I had received ſatisfaction 
for what I had lent him, and as for the ſhirts, 
I would not pawn one of them to fave him from 
the gallows—Act this exprethon ke laughed a 
loud, and then complained, it was damnee 
hard, that I ſhould refuſe ke a trifle, that 
would infallibly enable him not onlvto make his 
own fortune, but mine alſo, *You talk of pawn- 
ing my ſhirts, (laid I) what would you think 
of ſelling this anger, Mr Jacxſon? 1 believe 
* it would fetch a good round ſum.” No, 
hang it, (ſaid he) can't appear decently 
* without my hanger, or by G. -d it ſhould go.” 
However, ſceing me inflexible with regard to 
my linen, he at length unbuckled his hanger, 
and ſhewing me the tion of three blue balls, 
deſired me to carry it thither and pawn it for 
two guineas. This office L would by no means 
have performed, had 1 ſcen any likelinood dt 
having my money otherwiſe: but not willing, 
out of a piece of falſe delicacy, to neglect the 5 
only opportunity, I ſhouid perhaps, ever have, 
I ventured into a pawn - -broker's ſhop, where i 
demanded two guineas on the pledge in the 


name of Thomas Williams — Two guineas, 


A 


LS 


-— 


* ſar] the pawn-broker, (looking at the hanger) 
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before, for thirty ſhillings; however ſiace! 
believe the gentleman to wh: 10mat belongs will 
© redeem it, he ſhall have what he wants ;* 4, j 
accordingly he paid me the money, which |] 
carried to the houſe where J had left Jacxioa, 
and 1 for change, J counted out to him fe. 
ven and thirty ſaillings, reterving the other fe 
for myſelf. After looking at the money fury 
time he ſaid, © Damn it ! it don't tgnify—thi; 
* won't do my bullnels; fo you may as wel! 
„take half a guinee or a whole oue, as the five 
* ſhillings you have kept.“ I thanked lin 
kindly, but refuſed to accept of any more thay 
was my due, becauſe I had no proipect ot re. 
paying it. Upon which he ftared in my face, 
and told me I was exceſſively raw, or I Would 
not talk in that manner. Blood! (eried he) ! 
have a very bad opinion of a young fellow wh 
«won't borrow of his friend when he's in want 
tis the ſign of a Incaking ſpirit. Come, 
come, Random, give me back the five ſnil. 
lings, and take this half guinea, and if ever 
vou are able to pay me, I believe you will; if 
not, d--n me if ever I aſk it.“ When I reflect- 
ed on my preſent neceſſity, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be perſuaded, and after making my acknow- 
ledgements to Mr Jackſon, who offered to 
treat me with a play, I returned to my lodg- 
ings with a much better opinion of this gentle- 
man than I had in the morning: end at night 
imparted my day's adventure to Strap, . ho re- 
joiced at my good luck, ſaying, 1 told you, 
if he was a Scotchman you was ſafe enough— 
and who knows but this marriage may make 
© us all. Lou have heard, I ſuppoſe, as how 
* a countryman of ours, à journey man- baker, 
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ran away with a great lady of this town, 
© and now keeps his coach Ecod! I ſay no— 
but yeſterday morning as I was ſha- 
© wing a gentleman at his own houſe, there was 
« a young lady in the room—a fine buxom 
« weach, i'faith! and ſhe threw ſo many ſheep's 
© eyes at a certain perſon, 
© name, that my heart went knock, knock, 
« knock, like a falling mill, and my hang 
« ſh-- ſh--ſhook ſo much, that | fliced a piece of 


c thing; 


« ſkin off the gentleman's noſe; whereby he 


c [wore a deadly oath, and was going to r 


* whip me, when ihe prevented him, and made 


my peace Jiuen haud malem! Is not a 
60 journeyman: barber as good as a journeyman- 
© baker? The only difference 1s, the baker 
© uſes flour for the belly, and the barber uſes 
© it for the head: and as the head is a more 
© noble member than the belly, ſo is a barber 
© more noble than a baker—for what's the 
© belly without the head ?—Belides, L am told 
* he could neither read nor write; now you 
© know I can do both: and moreover ſpeak 
© Latin, But I will ſay no more, for 1 de- 
© ſpiſe vanity—nothing is more vain than va- 
© nity.” With theſe words he pulled out of 
his pocket a wax candle's end, which he applie- 
ed to his forehead ; and, upon examination, I 
found he had combed his own hair over the to- 
dee of his wig, and was indeed in his whole 
dreſs become a very ſmart ſhaver. I congratu- 
lated him on his proſpect with a ſatirical ſmile, 
which he underſtood very well ; and ſhaking his 
head, obſerved I had very little faith, but the 


truth would come to light in ite 98 my incre- 
dulity. ; 
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T go to Surgeon's hall, where I meet with Mr Jaciſin ! 
am examined— a fierce d:ſ-:1e ariſes between two of the 
Examiners— Fackfon diſguiſes himſelf to attract reſy,3 
is detected -in hazard of being ſent to Bride well 
treats us at a tavern—carries us io à nght-houſe—; 
troubleſome adventure there -e are committed to jj; 
Roundhsuſe—carricd before a juſtice his behaviour, 


\ 7 ITH the aſſiſtance of this faithful adhe. 
| rent, who give me almoſt all the money 
he earned, I preſerved my half. guinea entire, 
till the day of examiration, when I went with 
a trembling heart to Surgeon's hall, in order to 
undergo that ceremony. Among the crowd of 
young fellows who walked in the outward hall, 
I perceived Mr Jackſon, to whom I immedi. 
ately made up, and enquiring into the ftate of 
his amour, underſtood it was ſtill undetermin. 
ed by reaſon of his friend's abſence, and the de. 
lay of the recall at Chatham, which put it out 
of his power to bring it to a concluſion I then 
aſked what his buſineſs was in this place; to 
which he replied, he was reſolved to have two 
firings to his bow, that in caſe the one failed, 
he might uſe the other; and with this view, he 
was to pals that mght for a higher qualificati- 
on At that inſtant a yqung fellow came out 
from the place of examination, with a pale 
countenance, his hp quivering, and his looks as 
wild as if he had ſeen a ghoſt —He no ſooner 
appeared, than we all flocked about him with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs to know what reception he 
had met with; which (after ſome pauſe) he 
deſcribed, recounting all the queſtions they had 
aſked, with the anſwers he made. In this man- 
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ner, we obliged no Jeſs than twelve to re-capi- 
tulate, which now the danger was paſt, they 
did with pleaſure, before it fell to my lot: At 
jength the beadle called my name with a voice 
that made me tremble, as much as if it had been 
the laſt trampet. However, there was no re— 
medy, I was conducted into a large hall, where 
I ſaw about a dozen of grim faces ſitting at a 
long table. One of whom bid me come for— 
ward in ſuch an imperious tone, that I was actual- 
ly for a minute or two bereft of my ſenſes The 
firſt queſtion he put to me, was, Where was 
© you born? To which I anſwered, in Scot- 
land, —* In Scotland (ſaid he) I know that 
very well—we have ſcarce any other country- 
* men to examine here—you Scotchmen have 
over ſpread us of late as the locuſts did 
Egypt; - I aſk you in what part of Scotland 
* was you horn ?'— 1 named the place of my 
nativity, which he had never before heard of; 
he then proceeded to interrogate me about my 
age; the town where | ſerved my time, with 
the term of my apprenticeſhip ; and when Iin— 
formed him that I ſerved three years only, he 
fell into a violent paſſion ; and ſwore it was a 
ſhame and a ſcandal to ſend ſuch raw boys into 
the world as ſurgeons ; that it was great pre- 
ſumption in me, and an affront upon the Engliſh, 
to pretend to ſufficient ſkill in my butineſs, hav- 
ing ſerved fo ſhort a time, when every appren- 
tice in England was bound ſeven years at leaſt ; 
that my friends had done better if they had 
made me a weaveror ſhoe-maker, but their pride 
would have you a gentleman (he ſappoſed) ar 
any rate, and their poverty could not afford the 
neceſſary education. This exordium did not at 
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all contribute to the recovery of my ſpirits, but 
on the contrary reduced me to ſuch a ſituation, 
that I was ſcarce able to ſtand ; which heli 
perceived by a plump gentleman who fat oppo. 
lite to me, with a ſcull before him, he ſaid Mr 
Snarler was too ſevere upon the young man; 
and turning towards me, told me, I need not 
be afraid, for no body would do me any harm; 
then bidding me take time to recollect my ſelf 
be examined me touching the operation of the 
trepan, and was very well ſatisfed with my an- 
ſwers, — the next perſon who queſtioned me was 
a wag, who began by aſking me, if I had ever 
ſeen amputation performed; to which I reply. 
ing in the affirmative, he ” ae 8 his head, and 
ſaid. © What! upon a dead ſubject I ſuppoſe? 
If (continued he) during an engagement at ſea, 
* a man ſhould be brought to you, with his 
head ſhot off, how would yon behave 2? — Af. 
ter ſome heſitation, I owned, ſuch a caſe had 
never come under my obſervation, neither did [ 
remember to have ſeen any method of cure pro- 
poſed for ſuch an accident, in any: of the ly- 
ſtems of ſurgery I had peruſed. Whether it 
was owing to the ſimplicity of my anſwer, or 
the archneſs of the queſtion, I know not, but 
every member at the board deigned to ſmile, 
except Mr Snarler, who ſeemed to have very 
little of the animal rifible in his conſtitution. 
The facetious member, encouraged by the 
ſucceſs of his laſt joke, went on thus: Suppoſe 
* you was called to a patient of a plethe ic ha- 
« bit, who had been bruiſed. by a fall; what 
would you do?“ | anſwered, * I wauld bleed 
him immediately.“ What (ſaid he) before 
© you tied up his arm!“ — But this. ſtroke of 
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[ wit not anſwering his expectation, he deſired 
me to advance to the gentleman who fat next 
- 


him ; and who, with a pert air, aſked what me- 
thod of cure I would follow in wounds of the 
inteſtines. Trepeated the method of cure as it 
is preſcribed by the beſt chirurgical writers; 
which he heard to an end, and then ſaid, with a 
ſupereilious {mile : So, you think with ſuch 
« treatment the patient might recover 7 —1 told 
him ifaw nothing to make me think otherwiſe. 
« That may be (refuined he) I won't guſwer 
for your foreſight ;-- but did you ever know 
« a caſe of this kind ſucceed ?' I acknowledged 
I] did not; and was about to tell him I had 
never ſcena wounded inteſtine; but he ſtopt me, 
by ſaying with ſome precipitation, Nor never 
« will, I aitrm, that all wounds of the inte!- 
6. tines, whether great or ſmall, are mortal.“ 
Pardon me, brother, {fays the fat gentleman) 
there is very good authority.“ Here he was. 
mterrupted by the other, with * Sir, excuſe me, 
« | delpile all authority. . Nullzus in verba—T 
« ſtand upon my own bottom.” *But Sir, Sir, 
(replied his antagoniit) the reaſon of the thin: 
* thews.* A fig for reaſon;(cried this ſufli- 
'* cient member) laugh at realon, give me 02- 
* cular demonſtration.“ The corpulent gentle- 
man began to wax warm, and obſerved that no 
man acquainted with the anatomy of the parts, 
would advance ſuch an extravagant aſſertion — 
This inzuends enraged the other fo much, that 
he ſtarted up, and in a furious tone exclaimed : 
© What, Sir! do you queſtion my knowledge 
in anatomy ?—PBy this time, all the examiners 
had eſpouſed the opinion of one or other of the 
diſputants, and raiſed their voices altogether, 
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when the chairman commanded ſilence, and o. 
dered me to withdraw. In leſs than a quarter 
of an hour, I was called in again, and reecived 
my qualification ſealed up, and was ordered to 
pay tive ſhillings. I laid dowa my half guinca 
upon the table, and ſtood ſome time, until one 
of them bid me be gone; to this I replied, [ 
will, when I have got my change; upon which 
another threw me five thillings and fix-pence, 
ſaying, I would not be a true Scotchman if ! 
went away without my change. I was after. 
wards obliged to give three {hillings and fix- 
pence to the beadles, and a ſhilling to an old 
woman who ſwept the hall: This diſburſement 
ſunk my finances to thirteen pence half. penny, 
with which I was ſneaking off, when Jackſon 
perceiving it, came up to me, and begged I 
would tarry for him, and he would accompany 
me to the other end of the town, as foon as his 
examination {ſhould be over. I could not refuſe 
this to a perſon that was ſo much my friend; 
but I was aſtoniſhed at the change of his dreſs, 
which was varried in half an hour from what 1 
have already deſcribed, to a very groteſque fa- 
ſhion. His head was covered with an old 
ſmoaked tye-wig, that did not boaſt one crook- 
ed hair, and a flouchedhat over it, which would 
have very well become a chimney ſweeper 
or a duſt man z—his neck was adorned with 
a black crape, the ends of which he had twiſt— 
ed, and fixed in the bottom-hole of a ſhabby 

reat coat that wrapt up his whole body ; his 
white filk ſtockings were converted into black 
worlted hoſe ; and his countenance was render- 
ed venerable by wrinkles and a beard of his own 
| painting, When I exprefſed my ſurprize at this 
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metamorphoſis, he laughed, and told me it was 
done by the advice and aſſiſtance of a friend who 
lived over the way, and would i pro- 
duce ſomething very much to his advantage: 
for it gave bim the appearance of age, which 
never fails of attracting reſpect. ] applanded 
his ſagacity, and waited with impatience for the 
effects of it. At length he was called in, but 
whether the oddnets ot his appearance, excited 
a curiolity more than uſual in the board, or his 
behaviour was not ſuiteble to his figure, I know 
not, he was diſcovered to be an impobor, and 
put into the hands of the beadle, in order to be 
ſent to Prideweil, So that inſtesd of ſeeing 
him come out with' a chearful countenance, an d 
a ſurgeon's qualification in his hand, I perceiv- 
ed him led through the outward hail as a Pri— 
ſoner; and was very much aturmed and anxious 
to 3 the occaſion; when he called with a la- 
mentable voice and piteous aſpect to me, and 
ſome others who knew him ; © For Ged's ſake, 
* gentlemen, bear witneſs that I am the ſame 
individual John Jackſoo, who ſerved as ſur- 
* geon's ſecond mate on board the Elizabeth, 
or elſe I ſhall go to Bridewell.“ It would have 
been impoſſible for the moſt auſtere hermit that 
ever lived, to have refrained from laughing at 
his appearance and addreſs; we therefore in- 
dulged ourſelves a good while at his expence, 
and aſterwards pleaded his cauſe ſo effectually 
with the beadle, who was gratitied with half a 
crown, that the priſoner was diſmiſſed; and in 
a few moments reſumed his former gaiety ;— 
ſwearing, fince the board had refuſed his ma- 
ney, would ſpend it every ſhilling before he went 
to bed in treating his Kiende; ; at the ſame time 
Vol. I. 8 
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inviting us all to favour him with our company, 
It was now ten o'clock at night, and as I had à 
great way to walk in a town where I was 3 
ranger, I was prevailed upon to be of their 
party, in hopes he would afterwards accompany 
me to my lodgings, which he faithfully promif. 
ed. He carried us to to his friend's houſe, who 
kept a tavern over the way, where we reraained 
drinking punch, until the liquor mounted up to 
our heads, and made us all extremely frolick. 
ſome : I, in particular, was ſo much elevated, 
that nothing would ſerve me but a wench, at 
which Jackton expreſſed much joy, and aſſured 
me I ſhould have my deſire before we parted. 
Accordingly when he had paid the reckoning 
we ſallied out, roaring and tinging ; and were 
conducted by our leader to a place of nocturnal 
entertainment, where I immediately attached 
myſelf to a fair one, with whom 1 propoſed to 
ſpend the remaining part of the night; but ſhe 
not reliſhing my appearance, refuſed to grant 
my requeſt before I had made her an acknow- 
ledgment, which not ſuiting my circumſtances 
we broke off our correſpondence, to my no ſmall 
mortification and reſentment, becauſe I thought 
the mercenary creature had not done juſtice to 


138 


my merit. In the mean time, Mr Jackſon's 
dreſs had attracted the inchnations and aſſidui- 
ties of two or three nymphs, who loaded him 


with careſſes, in return for the arrack punch with 
which he treated then; till at length, notwith- 


ſtanding the ſprighrly ſallies of theſe charmers, 


ſleep began to exert his power over us all: and 
our conductor called, To pay.“ When the 


bill was brought, which amounted to twelve ſhil- 


lings, he put his hand in his pocket, but might 
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have ſaved himſelf the trouble, for his purſe 


was gone. This accident diſconcerted hima good 


deal at firſt, but after ſome recollection, he ſeized 


the two Dulcineas, who ſat by him, one in 
each hand; and ſwore if they did not immedi - 
ately reſtore his money, he would charge a con- 
ſtable. with them. The good lady at the bar 
ſeeing what paſſed, whiſpered ſomething to the 
drawer, who went out; and then with great 
compoſure, aſked what was the matter? — Jack- 
ſon told her he was robbed, and if ſhe refuſed 
him ſatisfaction, he would have her and her 


whores committed to Bridewell. * Robbed. 


« (cried ſhe) robbed in my houſe ! gentlemen 
© and ladies, I take you all to witneſs, this per- 
« ſon has ſcandalized my reputation.“ At that 
infant ſeeing the coaltable and watch enter, ſhe 
went on, * what ! you muſt not only endeavour 
by your falſe aſperſions 10 ruin my character; 
but even commit an aſſault againſt my family? 


Mr Conſtable, I charge you with this uncivil 


* perſon, who has been guilty of a riot here, I 
© ſhall take care and bring an action againſt him 
© for defamation.“ Whit: 

this melancholy event, which had made me quite 
ſober, the lady whoſe favours I had ſolicited, 
being piqued at ſome repartee that paſſed be- 
tween us, cried, * They are all concerned ;* and 
defired the conſtable to take us all into cuſtody, 
which was performed inſtantly, to the utter a- 
ſtoniſhment and deſpair of us all, except Jack- 
{on, who having been often in ſuch ſcrapes was 
very little concerned, and charged the conſtable 
in his turn,with the landlady and her whole be- 
vy : Upon which we were carried altogether pri- 
Toners to the round-houſe ; where Jackfon (af- 
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ter a word of comfort to us) informed the con. 
ſtable of his being robbed, to which he ſaid he 
would ſwear next morniny before the Jultice, 
Ay, ay, (fays the baud) we ſhall ſee whole 
« oath will molt ſignify.“ In a little time thy 
conſtable calling Jackſon into another room, 
W to him thus: © I perceive that you aud 
your company are ſtrangers, and am very 
* ſorry for your being involved in ſuch an ugly 
* buſineſs as this is. I have known this woman 
a great while; the has kept a notorious houſe 
in the neighbourhood theſe many years; and 
6 
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although often complained of as a nuiſance, 
{til eſcapes through her intereft with the J-t- 
ces, to whom the and all of her employment, 
pay contribution quarterly for protection. As 
* ſhe charged me wich you firſt, her complaint 
will have the preference, and ſhe can procure 
evidence to ſwear whatever the ſhall pleafe to 
« defire them. So that unleſs you make it vp 
before morning, you and your companions may 
« think yourſelves hap pily quit for a month's 
hard labour in Bridewell. Nay, if ſhe ſhould 
$ ſwear a robbery or aſſault againſt you, you 
4 will be committed to Newgate, aud tried next 
ſeſſions at the Old- bailey for your life.“ This 
l it piece, of information had ſuch an effect upon 
Jackſon, that he had agreed to make it up, pro- 
vided his money might be reftored: The con- 
ne told him, that inſtcad of reſtoring what 
ey had ſtolen, he was pretty certain it would 
= him ſome more before they could come to 
any compoſition. But however, he had com- 
paſſion on him, and would, if he pleaſcd, ſound 
them about a mutual role aſe. The unfortunate 
beau thanked tim for his friendſhip, und re- 
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turned to us, where he acquainted us with the 
ſubltance of this dialogue; while the conſtable 
defired to ſpeak in privite with our adverſary, 
carried her into the next room and pleaded our 
cauſe ſo eſtecuualiy, that ſhe condefcended to 
make him umpire: he accordingly propoſed an 
arbitration, to which we gave our aſſent; and 
he fined each party in three ſhillings to be laid 
out in a bowl of punch, wherein we drowned all 
animoſities, to the inexpreſſible joy of my two 
late acquaincances and me, who had been in the 
ſlate of the damned ever fince Jackſon mention- 
ed Bridewell and Newgate, By the time we 
had finiſhed our bow], to which, by the bye, I 
had contributed my laſt ſhilling, it was morning, 
and I propoled to move homeward, when the 
conſtable gave me to underſtand, he could diſ- 
charge no priſoners but by order of the juſtice, 
before whom we muſt appear. This renewed 
my regret, and I curſed the hour in which I had 
vielded to Jackſon's invitation. About nine 
o'clock we were eſcorted to the houſe of a cer- 
tain juſtice not many miles diſtant from Covent- 
garden; who no ſooner ſaw the conſtable enter 
with a train of priſoners at his heels, than he ſa- 
tated him as follows : So, Mr Conſtable, you 
* are a diligent man —what den of rogues have 
vou been ſcouring ? Then looking at us, who 
appeared with a dejected air, he continued, 
Ay, ay, thieves, I ſee—old offenders—O 
your humble fervant, Mrs. Harridan ! J ſup- 
* pote theſe fellows have been taken robbin 

* your houſe—yes, yes, here's an old acquaint- 
ance of mine - you have uſed expedition (ſaid 
* ne to me) in returning from tranſportation; 
but we ſhall ſave you that trouble for the fu- 
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ture the ſurgeons will fetch you from your 
next tranſportation at their expence.' I afſurcq 
his worſhip, he was miſtaken in me, for hie had 
never ſeen me in his life before. To this he re. 
plied, © How, you impudent raſcal, dare yo, 
© ſay ſo to my face? Do you think I am to be 
« impoſed upon by that northeren accent which 
« you have aſſumed ? but it ſhan't avail you 
© you {ſhall find me too far north for you, — 
Here, clerk, write this fellow's m7#ttums— 
His name is Patrick Gaghagan.“ Here Mr 
Jackſon interpoſed, and told bim, I was a 
Scotchman lately come to town, deſcended of 
a good family, and that my name was Random. 
The juſtice looked upon this declaration as an 
outrage againſt his memory, on which he valued 
himſelf much; and ſtruting up to Jackſon, with 
a fierce countenance, put his hands on his ſides, 
and ſaid, * Who are you, Sir ?!—Do you give 
me the lie ?—Take notice, gentlemen, here's 
a fellow who affronts me upon the bench—but 
I'll lay you faſt, firrah, 1 will—for not with- 
ſtanding your laced jacket, I believe you zre 
a notorious felon.* My friend was ſo much a- 
baſhed at this menace, which was thundered 
out with great vociferation, that he changed 
colour, and remained ſpeechleſs — This his 
worſhip took for a ſymptom of guilt, and to 
compleat the diſcovery continued his threats. 
Now, I am convinced you are a thief, - your 
face diſcovers it - you tremble all over your 
conſcience won't lie ſtill- you will be hanged 
ſirrah (raiſing his voice) you will be hanged, 
and happy had it been for the world, as well 
as your own miſerable ſoul, if you had been 


detected and cut off in the beginning of yeur 
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career. Come hither, clerk, and take this 
man's confeſſion,” I was in an agony of con- 
ſternation, when the conſtable going into a— 
nother room with his worthip, acquainted him 
with the truth of the ftory : upon which he re- 
turned with a ſmiling countenauce, and addref- 
ſing himſelf to us all, ſaid, it was always his 
way to terrify young people, when they came 
before him, that lis threats might make a ſtrong 
impreſſion on their minds, and deter them from 
engaging in ſcenes of riot and debauchery, 
which commonly ended before the judge. Thus 
having cloaked his own want of diſcernment, 
under the diſguiſe of paternal care, we were 
diſmiſſed, and J found myſelf as much lighten— 
ed as if a mountain had been lifted from off my 
breaſt. | 


* f « X Ay 


c H A F. it. 


1 carry my gualiſication to the Nawy-office—the nature fit 
the hehaviour of the -- Strap's concern for my ab- 
ſence—a battle betwixt him and a blackſmith—the trouble- 
ſome conſequences of ut—bhis harangue to me—his friend 
the ſchool-maſter recommends me to a French apothecary, 
who entertains me as a Journeyman, | 


"WOULD willingly have gone home to fleep, 

1 but was told by my companions, that we mutt 
deliver our letters of qualitication at the Navy- 
office before one o'clock, upon which we repair- 
ed thither and gave them to the \—t—y, who 
opened and read them, and [ was mightily pleaſ- 
ed to find myſelf qualified for ſeeond mate of a 
abirdrate, When he had ſtuek them altogether 


144 THE ADVENTURES O 


on a file, one of our company aſſed if there 
were any vacancies; to which he anſwered, No. 
Then I ventured to inquire if any ſhips were to 
be put in commiſſion ſoon. At which he ſurvey. 
ed me with a look of ineffable contempt, aud 
puſhing us out of his office, locked the door 
without deigning us one word. We went down 
ſtairs and conferred together on our expectations, 
when I underſtood that each of them had been 
recommended to one or other of the commiffi. 
oners; and each of them promiſed the firſt va. 
cancy that ſhould fall; but that none of them 
relied ſolely upon that intereſt, without a pre. 
ſent to the f- t- y with whom the c—mm—;; 
went ſnacks. For which reaſon each had pro. 


vided a ſmall purſe; and I was aſked what I 


propoſed to give ? This was avexatious queſtion 
to me, who (fo far from being in a capacity to 
gratify a ravenous {—t—y,) had not wherewith- 


al to buy me a dinner. I therefore anſwered, l 


had not yet determined what to give; and 


ineaked off towards my own lodging, curſ- 
ing my fate all the way, and inveighing with 
much bitterneſs againſt the barbarity of my 
grandfather, and the ſordid avarice of my re- 
lations, who left me a prey to contempt and in- 
digence.. Full of theſe diſagreeable reflections, 
I arrived at the houſe where I lodged, and re- 
lieved my landlord from great anxiety on my ac- 
count; for this honeit man believed I had met 


with ſome @ifmal accident, and that he ſhould 
never ſee me again. Strap, who had been to ſee 


me in the morning, underſtanding I had been a- 


broad all night, was almoſt diſtracted. and after 


having obtained leave of his maſter, had gone in 
queſt of me, thongh he was even more ignorant 
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of the town" than I. Not being willing to in- 
ſorm my landlord of my adventure, I told him, 
had met an acquaintance at Surgeon's- hall, 


with whom I ſpent che evening and night, but 


being very much infeſted wy bugs, I had not 
fept much, and therefore intended to take a lit- 
tle repoſe ; ſo faying I went to bed, and deſired 
to be awakened if Strap happened to come white 
| ſhould be aſleep ] was accordingly routed by 
my friend himſelf, who entered my chamber a- 
bout three o'clock in the afternoon; and preſent- 
ed a figure to my eyes, that I could ſcarce be- 
l:eve real. In ſhort, this affectionate ſhaver, 
ſetting out towards Surgcon's-hall, had enquir— 
ed for me there to no purpoſe from thence he 
found his way to the Navy - oſſice, where he could 
hear no tidings of me, becauſe ] was unknown 
to every body then preſent ; he afterwards went 
upon *Change, in hopes of ſeeing me upon the 
Scotch-walk ; but without any fucceſs : At lall, 


being almoſt in difpair of finding me, he reſolv- 


ed to aſk every body he met in the ftreet, it 
perchance any one could give him information 
about me: And actually put his reſolution in 
practice, in ſpite of the ſcoſia, curſes, and re— 
proaches, with which he was anſwered ; until a 
black-ſmith*s prentice, ſeeing him ſtop a porter 
with a burthen on his back, and hearing his 
queſtion, for which he received a hearty curſe, 
called to him and aſked if the perſon he inquired 
after was not a Scotchman ?—Strap replied with 
great eagerneſs, * Yes, and had on a brown 
© coat with Jong ſkirts.” '* The ſame, (ſaid the 
* black-ſ\mith) I ſaw him paſs about an hour a- 
go.“ Did you ſo? 'cried Strap, (rubbing his 
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hands) Odd! Jam very glad of that - whicn 
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way went he! —* Towards T yburn, in 
cart, (ſaid he) if you make good ſpecd y. 
may get thither time enough to fee bim hang. 
cd.“ This piece of wit incenſed my fr iend to 
ſuch a degree, that lie calied the biack- fit 
mite, and proteſted | he would ſight! him far 
Halt a farthing—* No, no, (laid the other rip. 
ping) I'll have none of your Fon 1 

« Scotchmen ſeldom carry any about you but 
6 I' ght you for lose.“ There was a ring im. 
media tely ſormed by the mob; and Strap 5nd. 
ing he could not get off bonourably 1 
tohcing, at the ſame time burning with reſcut. 
ment agaiult his adveriary, quitted his cloaths to 
the care of the multitude, and ihe battle began 
with great vialence on the fide of Strap, whe 
in a few minutes exhauſted his breath and ſpi. 
rits on his patient antagoniſt, who ſuſtained the 
aſſault with great coolneſs, till finding the bar. 
Ver quite ſpent, he returned the Blows be hud 
lent him, with ſuch iatereft, that Strap, after 
having received three falls on the bare ſtones, 
gave out, and allowed the black. ſmith to be the 
better man. The victory being thus decided, 
it was propoſed to adjourn to a cellar hard by 
and diink friends. But when my friend began 
to gather up his cloaths, he perccayed that as 
honeſt perſon or other had made free with his 
ſhirt, neck-cloth, hat and wig, which were car- 
ried off; and probably his coat and waiſtcoat 
would hure met with the fame fate, had they 
been worth the itealing. It was in vain for him to 
make a noiſe, which only yielded mirth to the 
lpectators; he was fain to get off in this man- 
ner, which, he accompliſhed with much difficul- 


ty, And appeared before me all beſmeazed with 
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blood aud dirt. Nots: ALT ro this micfer- 


2 
tune, ſuch was his tranfport at un „ding me fafe 
and found, that he had air: 9140 d and ſtunk 
me to death with his enebtaces. After he had 
2 himſelf and put on one of my ſhirts, 

and a woolen night-cnp inſtead of hat and wig ; 
recounted to hin the particulars of my night's 

rd bh, which filled him with admiration, 
ed made him vegcat with great energy an ob- 


2 . 


8. 
it; vation winch was often in his coat: vz. 


« London is the devil's drawing rom.“ As 
neither of: us had dined, he d labred me to get up, 
and the mijk- woman coming round at that in- 


fant, he went down itairs "and brouglit up a 


quart, With a penny brick, On which we made 
a comfortable meal. He then thared his money 
with me, which amounted to etghtecn-pence, 
and left me, with an intention to borrow an old 
wiz and hat of his friend the ſcheol- maſter. 

He was ho ſooner gone, than I begun to con- 
fider my ſituation with great uncafineſs, and re- 
volved all the ſchemes my imagination could 
Iuggett, 1 in order to chuſe and puriue ſome one 
that would procure me bread; tor it is impoſſi- 
ble to expreſs the panes I felt, when I reflected 
on the miſerable dependence in which I lived, at 
the expeace of a poor barber's boy. My pride 
took the alarm, and having no hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding at the Navy - office, came to a reſolu- 
tion of enlilting in the foot-guards next day, 
coute qui coute. This extravagant deſign, by 
flattering my diſpoſition, gave great. ſatisfaction, 
and I was charging the enemy at the head of my 


own regiment, when -Strap's return interrupted. 
my reverie. The School- maſter had made him 


a preſent of the tye-wis which he wore when I 
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was introduced to him, together with an old h, 2 

whoſe brims would have over-ſhadowed a Collof. 
fus, Though Strap had ventured to wear ther, 
in the duſk, he did net chuſe to entertain the 
mob by day; therefore went to work imme1;. 
ately, and "reduced them to a moderate ſhze. 
While he was employed in this manner, he ad. 

drefſed me thus :—* To be ſure, Mr Random, 
* you were born a gentleman, and bave a great 
deal of learning and indeed look like a gen- 
* tleman, for as to perfon you may hold up Your 
© head with the beſt of them. On the other 
hand I am a poor, but honeil cobler's ſon— 
my mother was as induſtrious a woman as ever 

© broke bread, ?ti]}l ſuch time as ſhe took 10 

drinking, which you very well know—but 
every body has fatiings—humanum eft errar; 
Nou for myſelf I am a poor journeyman- 
« barber tolerably well made, and underſtand 
* ſome Latin, and have a ſmatteriag of Greek 
hut what of that? perhaps I might alio lay, 
© that i know a lntle of the world— but that is 
not to the perpoſe—though you be gentle and 
* 1 fiwple, it does not follow but that I, who 
am limple, may Co a good office to you who 
are gentle. Now this is the cale—my kinſman, 
the ſchool maſter - perhaps you did not know 
* how nearly he is related to me—PI ſatisiy 
* you in that preſently bis mother and my 
« grandfather's ſiſter's nephew— no, that's not 
it — my aintere brother's daughter 
rabbit it ! I have forgot the degree — but this 
J know, he and I are couſins ſeven times re- 
moved.“ My impatience to know the good 
office ke had done me, got the better of, my 
temper, and I interrupted him at this place, 
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with, D n your relation and pedigree, —if 
the ſchool maſter or you can be of any advan- 
© tage to me, why don't you tell it without all 
this preamble ”— When J pronounced theſe 
words with ſome vehemence, Strap looked at me 
for ſome time with a grave countenance, and 
then went on. * Surely our pedigree is not to 
be d—n'd becauſe it is not ſo noble as yours. 
© am very ſorry to fee ſuch an alteration in 
your temper of late, — you were always fiery, 
but now you are grown as crabbed as old Pe- 
riwinkle the drunken tinker, on whom you and 
« | (God forgive us) played ſo many unlucky 
© tricks while we were at {chool ;—but I will no 
longer detain you in ſuſpence, becauſe (doubt - 
jeſs) nothing is more uneaſy than doubt, 
dubis precul dubin nil dubins, —My friend, or 
relation, or which you will, or both, the 
ichool- maſter, being informed of the regard 
Ll have for you for you may be ſure, I did 
not fail to let him know your good qualities, 
- by the bye, he has undertaken to teach you 
the pronounciation of the Engliſt, tongue, 
without which (he ſays) vou will be unkfit for 
buſineſs in this country. I ſay, my relation 
has ſpoken in your behalf to a French apo- 
thecary who wants a journeyman : and on his 
recommendation, you may have hfteen pounds 


6 
- 


- 


1 was too much intereſted in this piece of news 
to entertain it with iudifference; but jumping 


up, I inſiſted on Strap's accompanying me im- 
mediately to the houſe of his friend, that I might 


not loſe this opportunity through the leaſt delay 
or neglect on my part. We were informed that 
the ſchool. maſter was in company at a public 
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per year, bed and board, whenever you pleaſe.” 
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Rouſe in theuctiahbonthocd, whither we repair. 
ed. and FO FIT fr drinking W142 the \ very ud! 
vidual apothiecary in queltien. When te wi 
alied'to.the door at vir defire, and obiuvuid ny 
1M pat! renc?, e broke Gut in is ufdal term te 
admiration: O Ch — ft! i ſuppoſe when you 
© hearÞof this otter, you did not 7 8 lei! 


e 


6 enough to come down ſtairs, but jeajt cut cf 

E the window ; did you over turn no port Te ? 

5s oyfter- woman iu Your Way ?- It: was a were | C 
+ of God you did not Knock your WWans cut a. 1 
gainſt ſome poſt in your carter. O ny cn. 


N ſcience ! 1 beſieve had 1 been 111 tlie inmoſt 
reecſſes of my habitat ion, — the very peurctralia, 
even io bea d my wife; your èeagernei 
4. wou}.{ have furmonnted' boits, bars, decency 
& and every Hg Phe den of Cacus, or Sue. 
6& £4171 Jas Tak >, cools not have Hid me from 
you. But come along, hs geutleman ut 
+ whom | ſpoke is in the houſe, I vill prefeut 
„you to him forthwith,” When I entered the 
room, | perceived four or five people fmonking, | 
one of whom the ſchool- maſter accoſted thus: 
— Mr Lavement, here is the young man ef 
& whom I ſpoke to you.“ The apothecary, who, 
was a little old withered man, with a forehead 
about an inch high, a note turned up at the end, 
Jarge check bones that he ped to form a pit for 
his little grey eyes, a great bag of loote fein 
hanging down on (ach fide iu w KITTY like the 
| alforjaws of a baboon : and a mouth fo accui- 
tomed to that contraction wnich produces grin- 
ning, that he could not pronounce 2 ſyllable 
without diſcovering the remains of his teeth, 
which conſiſted of four yellow fangs; not im- 


Properly by anatomiſts called canine,” This per- 
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fon (J ſay) after having eyed me ſom e tree, 
ſaid, © Oho, tis very well, Monf. Concordance 
© —young man you are ver welcome, take one 
cup of bierre, —and come to mine houſe to 
© marrow morning, Monl. Concordance vil ſhew 
« you de way.“ Upon this I made my bow, and 
as | went out of the room, could hear him ſay, 
Ma fey 1 ceft un beau pgarcon, cf! un geutliarg. 
As I had by my own application while J terved 
Crab. acquired the French tongue well enough 
to read authors written in that language, and 
underſtand any thing that occurred in coaverla- 
tion, I determined to pretend ignorance to my 
new maſter, that he. and his family, whom J 
fuppoſed to be of the fame country, not being 


on the reſerve before me, might poflibly difeo- 


ver ſomething in ditcourſe, which would either 
vield me amuſement or advantage. Next morning 
Mr Concordance carried me to the apothecary's 
houſe, where the bargain was made, and orders 
given to provide an apartment for me immediate- 
Iv. But before I entered upon butlinets, the 
ſehool- maſter recommended me to his taylor, who 
gave me credit for a ſuit of cloaths. to be paid 
out of the firſt moicty of my wages, and they 


were begun that very day; he afterwards ac- 


commodated me with a 'new hat -on the ſame 
terms; ſo that in a few days, I hoped to make a 


very faſhionable appearance. In-the mean time, 


Strap conveyed my baggage to the place allot - 


ted for me, which was a back room up two pair 


of ſtairs, furniſhed with a pallet for me to lie 
upon, a Chair without a back, an earthen cham- 
ber pot without a handle, a bottle by way of 


eandieitick, and a triangular piece of glaſs in- 
cad of a mirrour: the reſt of its ornaments 
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having been lately removed to one of che garrett 
for the conveniency of the ſervant of an Tritk 


captayn, who W in the firſt floor. 


8 XIX. 


The characters of Mr Lavement. lis N. fe ond 40e. 7 
ſome anecdote: of the fan Hie mother and aug! 
Vals— T7 am guiily of a miſtake that gines me preſent u- 
tisfaction, but is otiended with troublefe me con, equences, 


er 11 


EXT day, while I was at work in the 


_ ſhop, a bouncing damſel, well dreffed 


10801 


came in, on pretence of Hading a vial for ſome 


uſe or other; and taking an opportunity when 
ſne thought I did not mind her, of obſerving 
me narrowly, went away with a ſilent look ot 


diſdain. I cafily g gueſſed her ſentiments, and my 


pride took the . of entertaining the 
ſame indifference and neglect towards her. At 


dinner, the- maids with whom I dined in the 


kitchen, gave me to underfland that this was my 
maſter's only daughter, who would have a very 
handſome i fortune, on account of which, and her 
beauty, a great many young gentiemen made 
their addrefſes to her that {ſhe had been twice 
on the brink of marriage, but diſappointed by 


the ſtingineſs of her father, who refuſed to part 


with a ſhilltng as long as he ſhould hve—for 


which reafon the young lady Eid not behave to 


her father with al] the flial venerationthat might 
be expected: In particular, ſhe harbhured the 
moſt perfect hatred for his countrymen, in which 


diſpoſition her mother joined, who was an E Ing- 


liſh woman; and by the hints they dropped, "1 
learned che grey mare was the better heiſe— 
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that ſhe was a matron of a high ſpirit, which 


was often manitefled at the expence of her de- 
pendents: That ſhe loved diverfions ; and look- 
ed upon mils as her rival in all parties; which 
was indeed the true cauſe of her ditappoint- 
ments; for had the mother been hearty in her 
intereſt, the father would not have ventured to 
refuſe her demands. Over and above this in- 
telligence, I, of myſelf, ſoon made more diſ— 


coveries; Mr Lavement's ſignil. cant grine : at his 


wife, white ſhe looked acoth er way, Convinced 
me that he was not all content with his lot: and 
his behaviour in preſence of the captain, made 
me believe his chick torment was jealouly. As 
lor my own part, I was conſidered in no other 
light than that of a mental ſervant, and had been 
already fix days in the houſe without being ho- 
noured with one word from either mother or 
daughter, the latter (as J nuderfiocd from the 
maids) having at table one day, expreſſed 525 
ſurprize that her papa ſhould entertain ſuch a! 
aukward, -mean-locking journey man —1 was 
nettled at this piece of information, and next. 
Sunday, (it being my turn to take my dixerſion) 
drefſed myſelf in my new.cloaths, to the. great- 
eſt advantage, and, vanity apart, made no con- 
temptible figure. Aſter having ſpent mol part 
of the day in company with Strap and fome of 
his acquaintance, I*came home in the afternoon, 
and was Jet in by mils, who not knowing me, 
dropt a low courteſy as I -advanced, vhich 1 
returned with a profound bow, and ſhut the 
door. By that time 1 had turned about, the 
had perceived her miſtake, and changed colour, 
hut did not withdrew. The paſlage being nas 
row, I could not get away without jolting her z 
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fo I was forced to remain where I was, with mr 
eyes fixed on the ground, and my face glowing 
with bluſhes—At length her vanity coming to 
her aſſiſtance, ſhe went away tittering, and! 
could hear her pronounce the word © creature.” 

From this day forward ſhe came into the ſhop, 

fifty times every day, upon various pretences, 

and put in practice fo many ridiculous airs, that 
1 could eafily perceive her opinion of me was 
changed, and that ſhe did not think me altoge- 
ther an unn orthy conqueſt — But my heart was 
To ſteeled againſt her charms by pride and re. 

ſentment, which were two chief ingredients i in 
my diſpofition, that I remained inſenfible to ali 

her arts: and notwithſtanding ſome advance: 

ſhe made, could not be Prevaned upon to yicld 
her the leaſt attention. This neglect ſoon ba- 
niſhed all the favourable impreſſions ſhe felt for 
me, and the rage of a ſligchted woman tœok place 
in her heart; which ſhe maniſeſted not only in 
all the ſuggeſtions her malice could invent to my 
prejudice with her father, but alſo in procuriug 
for me ſuch ſervile employments as ſhe hoped 
would ſufficiently bumble my ſpirit. One day, 
in particular, ſhe ordered me to bruſh my ma- 


er's coat, but 1 refuſing, a ſmart dialogue enſu- 


ed, which ended in her burſting into tears of 
rage; when her mother interpoſing and exa- 
mining into the merits of the cauſe, determined 
it in my favour; and this good office J oed not 
to any eſteem or conſideration ſhe had for me, 
but ſolely to the delire of mortify ing her daugh- 

ter, who on this occaſion obſerved, that let peo- 
dle be ever fo much 1nthe right there were ſome 
elke who would never do tliem Jult: ce; but to 
be ſure, they had their reafor for it, which fome 
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zople were not ignorant of, although they 

deſpiſed their litile arts. This ininuation of 
ſome people and fome folks, put me upon ob- 

ſerving the behaviour of my miſtreſs more nar- 

rowly for the future; and it was not long be- 

fore I had reaſon to "UN (FOG that the looked upon 

her daughter as à rival in the affe&ions of 
Captain Odonnell, who lodged in the houſe. 
ln the mean time my induckry and Knowledge 

gained me the good wil. of my maſter, who 
would often fay in Fre . ar ly c'eſt un hon 
Gurt Hon. He had a eat deal of benen; 4 
but as he wes moitly ee among his fot - 
tow refugees, his pr Bis were imail, Howeve r. 
his expence tor medicines was not great, he be- 
ing the moſt expert man at a ſuccedaueum, on 
any apothecary in Landon, fo that I have been 
ſometimes amazed to ſee 1 85 without the Ieait 
heſitation, make up a phyſician's preſcription, 
though he had not in his hop one medicine meu— 
jioned. in it. Oyſter-ſhells he could convert in- 
to crabs eyes; common oil into vil of ſweet al- 
monds; ſyrup of ſugar into balſamic ſyrup; 
Thames water into aqua cinnamont; turpentine 
into capivi; and a hundred more coftly prepara- 
tions were produced in an. ! infant, from the 
cheapeſt and coarſeſt drugs of the materia medi- 
ea: And when any common thing was ordered: 


for a patient, he always took care 10 diſguiſe it 
in colour or take, or both in ſuch a manner, as 


that it could not poſſibly be known. For which 


purpoſe, cochineal and oi] of cloves were of 


great ſervice among many noltrums which he 
poſſeſſed ; there was one for the venereal diſeaſe, 
that brought him a good deal of money; and 


this he concedlel fo artfully from me, that L 
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could never learn its compolition. But during 
the eight months J layed i in his ſervice, he wa: 
ſo unfortunate in the uſe of it, that three paris 
in four of thoſe who took it, were fain to confirm 
the cure with a ſalivation, under the direction dt 
another doctor — This bed ſucceſs, in all ap. 
pearance, attached bim the more to his ſneci- 
tick; and before I leſt him, LI may venture to 
ſay, he would have ſooner renounced the 'Frizi- 
ty (notwithſtending lis being a good Hugonct) 
than his confidence in the never failing 1 power 
of this remedy. Me Lavement had autem. 
ed more than once, to introduce a vegetable c diet 
into his i by launchiag out into the praiſe 
of it, and decrying the uſe of fleſh, both as a 
phbylician and philoſopher ; but all his rhetoric 
could not make one proſelyte to his Opinion, 
and even the wife of his boſom declared apaiult 
the propoſal. Whether it was owing to tlie lit- 
tle regard ihe paid to her huſband's admonition 
in this particular, or to the natural warmth of 
her conſtitution, I know not; but this lady's 
paſſions became every day more and more vio— 
lent, till at laſt ſhe looked upon decency as an 
unneceſſary reftraint, and one afternoon, when 
her huſband was abroad, and her daughter viſit- 
ing, ordered me to. call a hackeny coach, in 
which ſhe and the captain drove off towards Co- 
vent garden. Mifs came home in the evening, 
and ſupping at her uſual hour, went to bed 


About eleven o'clock my maſter entered, and 


aſked if his wife was gone to ſleep : Upon which, 
1 told him, my miſtreſs went out in the after— 
noon, and was not yet returned. This was like 
a clap of thunder to the poor apothecary, who 
ſtarting back, cried, * Mert de ma vie! vat you 
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tell ame! My wife not at home At that 
intant a patient's lervagt arrived with a pre- 
ſcription tor a dl. aught, which my maſter taking, 

vent into the (op do make it up himfelf, White 
he rubbed the ingredients in a glaſs mortar, he 
| enquired of me whether or no His wife went out 
alone; and no ſooner heard that the was in com— 
pany with the Captain, than with one blow he 
ſplit the. mortar into @ chouſand pieces, and 
gn ing like the head of a bais-vio), exclaimed, 
« Ah (reitreffe 1? It would have hoes impofi 
ble for me to have preſerved my gravity a mi- 


8 


nute longer, when 1 Was happily "relieved by a 


rap at. the FM which I opened, and perceived 
my miltreſs coming out of a coach ; the floun- 
ced immediately into the thop, and addrelſedber 
huſband thus: * 1 ſuppoſe you thought I was. 
joſt my dear, Captain Odonvell has been fo 
paved an to treat me with a play, * Play— 


LAY 


6 play (replied he) Ono; yes by gar, 46 


ver preitie play.“ Blcis: <A. ( ſaid ihe) 
© what's the mattcr ? Vat de matter? (cried 


he, forgetting all his former complaiſance) by 


gar, you be one damn dog's wife —ventre 
blue! me vil ſhew you vat it is to put one 
horn upon mine head, Pardien! le captaine 
* Odonnel} be one.“ Here the captain, who 
had been all the while at the door diſcharging 
the coach, entering, fa:d with a terrible voice, 
Dem me! what am I” Mr Lavement 
changing his tone immediately laluted him with, 


* Ub fervitear, monſieur le capitaiue, vous etes un 


galant homme —ma femme eſt fort obligee. Then 
turning about towards me, pronounced with a 
low voice, * Et diablement obligeante fans doute.” 
* Harkee, Mr Lavement, (faid the captain) 
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reſumed all the politeſſe of a Frenchman ; and 
with the utmoſt proſtration of compliment, al. 
tured the captain that he was perfectiy ſatisſicd 


being thus compoſed, every body went to ref}, 


corn; which however he at aſt found means to 
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c 1 Am 2 Man of ry and g beter ve 3 mY 
1 . e 1 new your w ile. | This 3 


had ſuch an effect on the apothecary, that be 


with the honour he had done his wife — Matters 


Next day I perceived through a glaſs. -door that 
opened. from the ſhop into a pariour, the cap- 
tain talking earneilly to miſs, who heard him 
with a look that exprefied anger mingled with 


molliſy, aud. ſealed his reconciiiation with 2 
kiſs—This ſoon. conviaced me of the occaſion 
of the quarre! ; but notwithitanding all my vi- 
gilance, I could never diſcover any other com- 
merce between them. In the mean while I had 
reaſon to believe I had inſpired one of the maids 
with tender ſentiments for me: aud one mylit 
when I thought every other perſon in the houſe 
aſleep, I took the opportunity of the other 


maid's abſence (for ſhe got leave to go and vilit 
her ſiek father who lived at Richmond) to avail 


myſelf of my conqueſt: Accordingly I got up, 
(and naked as I was). explored my way in the 
dark to the garret where ſhe K 1 was raviih- 
ed to find. the door open, and moved ſoftly to 
her bed-ſide, tranſported with the hope of com- 
pleating my wiſhes. But what horrors of jealouſy 
and dilappointment did I feel, when I found 
her aſleep, faſt locked in the arms of a man, 
whom I eaſily gueſſed to be no other than the 
captain's ſervant ? I was upon the. point of do- 
ing lome raſh thing, when the noiſe of a rat 
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ſcratching behind the wainſcoat, put me to 
flight, and was fainto get back to my own bed 
ju ſafety. Whether this alarm had diſordered 
my mind, or that I was led aitray by the power 
of deſtiny, 1 kfow not; but inſtead of turnin 
to the left, when I deſornded tothe ſecond tory, 
1 purfucd the contrary courſe, and miſtook the 
young lady's bed chamber for my own. I did 
not perceive my miſtake before I run againſt the 
bed-poſt; and then it was not in my power to 
retreat undiſcovered: for the nymph being a- 
wake felt my approach, and with a ſoft voice bid 
me make leis noiſe, leſt the Scotch booby in the 
next room {hould ovyer- hear us. This hint was 
ſufficient to inform me of the nature of the af- 
ſignation; and as my paſſions, at any time high, 
were then in a ſtate of exaltation, I was reſolv- 
ed to profit by my good fortune. 


Without any more ceremony, therefore, I. 


made bold to flip into bed to this charmer, who 
gave me asfavourable a reception as J could de- 
fire. Our converſation was very ſparing on my 
part, but ſhe upbraided the perſen whom I re- 
preſented with his jealouſy of me. whom ſhe 
handled fo roughly, that my reſentment had well 
nigh occalioned a diſcovery more than once; 
but I was conſoled for her hatred of me by un- 
derſta anding from her own mouth, that 1t was 
now high time to fave her reputation by matri- 
mony ; for ſhe had reaſon to fear ſhe could not 
much longer conceal the effects of their mutual 
intercourſe. While I was meditating an anſwer 
to this propoſal, I heard a noiſe in my room, 
like ſomething heavy falling down upon the 
floor: Upon whith, I {tarted up, and creeping 

do the door of my chamber, obſerved by moot 
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light the ſhadow of a man groping his way out; 
whereupon TI retired to one fide to let him paſs, 
and ſaw him go down ſtairs as expeditioutly a, 
he could. It was anealy matter to dirine thy: 
this was the captain, who having over: lp: 
- himſelf, had got up at laſt to keep his aſſig nati 
on, and finding my door open, had entered into 
my apartment inilead of that of his mil. rele, 
were I ſupplied his place. But RR b. his mi 
flake, by falling over my chair, was afraid the 
noiſe might alarm the family, and for that reaſon 
made off, delaying the gratification of his delle 
till another opportunity. By this time L was 
ſatisfied, and inſtead of returning to the Place 
from whence J Came, retreated to my own cal. 
tle, which I fortified by buiting the door ; and 
in the congratulation of my bappinels fell aſlec b. 
But the truth of this adventure could not be 
long concealed from my young miſtreſs, who 
next day came to an eclairciſſement with the 
captain, upon his lamenting his laſt night's dif. 
appointment, and begging pardon for he noe 
he had made. Their mutual chagrin, when 
they came to the Knowledge of what had hap- 
pened, may be caſily conjeQured. darth each 
had a' peculiar grief unfelt by the other; for 
ſhe was ede of having not only betrayed 
to me the ſecrets of her commerce with him; 
but alſo, of having incenſed me by the freedom 
the had taken with my name, beyond a hope of 
reconciliation. On the other hand, his jealouſy 
ſuggeſted, that her ſorrow was all artifice ; and 
that I had ſupplied his place with her own pri— 
vity and conſent. That ſuch was the fituation 
of their tho! Us; wall appear in the ſequel— 


for that very day fie came into the fhop, where 


ar 
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1 was alone, and fixing her eyes ſwimming in 
tears upon me, ſighed moſt piteouſly : But I 
was proof againſt her diſtreſs, by recollecting 
the epithets with which ſhe had honoured me the 
night before ; and delieving that the good re- 


ception I enjoyed was deſtined for another, I 


therefore took no notice of her affliction ; and 
ſhe had the mortification to find her diſdain re- 
turned four-fold. However, from thencefor- 
ward ſhe thought proper to uſe me with more 
complaiſance than uſual, knowing that it was 
in my power at any time to publiſh her ſhame. 
By thefe means my life became much more a- 
greeable (though I could never prevail upon 
myſelf to repeat my nocturnal viſit) and as J 
every day improved in my knowledge of the 


town, I ſhook off my aukward air by degrees, 


and acquired the charatter of a polite journey- 
man-apothecar y. 


2 


— . — 


. XX. 


Tam afſaulted and dangerouſly wounied—T ſuſpet Odonnel, 


and am confirmed in my opinion conceried a ſcheme of 
revenge, and put it in execuiior—Odonnel robs his ou 


ſervant, aud diſappear ] mate my adareſſes to a lady, 
and am miraculouſly delivered ſrom her ſuare. 


NE night about twelve o'clock, as I re- 
turned from viſiting a patient at Chelſea, 
I received a blow on my head, from an unſeen 

hand, that ſtretched me ſenſeleſs on the ground; 
and I was left for dead, with three ftabs of a 
ſword in my body. The groans I uttered when 
I recovered the uſe of my reaſon, alarmed the 
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people of a ſolitary ale-houſe, that flood near 
the ſpot where | lay, and they were humang e. * 
nough to take me in, and ſend for a ſurgeon, 
who dreſſed my wounds, and aſſured me they 
were not mortal. One of them penetrated 
through the ſkin and muſcles of one fide of m 
belly, in ſuch a manner, that (doubtleſs) the a- 
| ſſaſſin imagined he had run me through the en- 
| trails. The ſecond ſlanted along one of my ribs, 
| and the laſt, which was intended for the Coup 
de Grace, being directed to my heart, the ſword 
ſnapt upon my breaſt bone, and the point re. 
mained {ticking in the ſkin. When I reflected 
npon this event, I could not perſuade myſe'f 
that I had been aſſaulted by a common foot- pad; 
becauſe it is not uſual for ſuch people to mnrder 
thoſe they rob, eſpecially when tbey meet with 
no reſiſtance ; aud I found my money and every 
thing elſe about me (but my carcaſe) ſafe. I 
concluded therefore, that I muſt either have 
been miſtaken for another, or obliged to the pri- 
vate reſentment of ſome ſecret enemy for what 
had happened ; and as I could remember nobody 
who had the leaſt cauſe of complaint againſt 
me, except captain Odonnel and my maſter's 
daughter, my ſuſpicion fetcled upon them, 
though I took care to conceal it, that I might 
the ſooner arrive at conſirmation— With this 
view, I went home in a chair about ten o'clock - 
in the morning; and as the chairmen ſupported 
me into the houſe, met the captain in the paſ- Pi 
ſage, who no ſooner faw me, than he ſtarted 1 
back, and gave evident ſigns of guilty confu-  ! 
fon. which he would have accounted for, from 
the ſurprize occaſioned by ſeeing me in ſuch a 
condition. My maſter kavipg heard my ftory, 
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condoled me with a good deal of ſympathy, and 


when he underſtood that my wounds were not 
dangerous, ordered mo to be carried up ſtairs to 
bed; though not without ſome oppoſition from 
his wife, who was of opinion, it would be bet- 
ter for me to go to an hoſpital, where I ſhould 
be more carefully attended, My meditation 
was employed in concerting with myſelf ſome 
method of revenge againit *ſquire Odonnel and 
his enamorata, whom [ looked upon 2s the au— 


thors of my misfortune ; when miſs (who was 


not at home at my arrival) entered my chamber; 
and ſaying the was ſorry for the accident that 
had befallen me, aſked me if I ſuſpected any body 
to be the aſſaſſin: Upon which J fixed my eyes 
ſtedfaſtly upon her, and anſwered, Ves.“ She 
diſcovered no ſymptom of confuſion; but repli- 
ed haſtily, If that be the caſe, why don't 
+ you take out a warrant to have him appre- 
* hended ?—It will colt but a trifle— if you 
© have no money, I'll lend you.“ This frank- 
neſs not only cured me of my ſuſpicion with re- 
ſpe& to her, but even ſtaggered my belief in re- 
gard to the captain, of whoſe guilc I reſolved to 
have further proofs, before I enterprized any 
thing in the way of revenge. I thanked her 
kindly for her generous offer ; which, however, 
I had no occaſion to accept, being determined 
to do nothing raſhly: For though r plain- 
ly perceive the perſon who attacked me, to be 
a ſoldier, whoſe face I thought was familiar to 
me, I could not ſwear with a ſafe conſcience to 
auy particular man; and granting I could, my 
proſecution of him would not much uvail. This 
1 pretended, left the captain hearing from her, 


chat I knew the perſon who wounded me, miglit 
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think proper to withdraw before I could be in , 
condition to requite him. In two days I way 


up, and able to do a little buſineſs, ſo that Mr 


Lavement made ſhift to carry on ne practice, 


without hiring another journeyman in my room. 
The firſt thing I attempted towards a certain 
diſcovery of my iccret enemy, was to get into 
Odonnel's apartment, while he was avroad in 
an undreſs, and examine his {word, the point of 
which being broke off, I applicd the fragment 
that was found ſticking in my body, and found 
it anſwered the fractured part exactly. There 
was now no room left for doubt; and all that re- 
mained was to fix upon a ſcheme of revenge, 
which almoſt ſolely engroſſed my thoughts dur. 
ing the ſpace of eight nights and days. Some- 
times I was tempted to fall upon him in the ſame 
manner as he had praiſed upon me, and kill 
him outright. But this my honour oppoſed, 
as a piece of barbarous cowardice, in which he 
was not to be imitated. At other times I enter- 
tained thoughts of demanding ſatisfaction in an 
honourable v way; but was diverted from this un. 
dertaking, by conſidering the uncertainty of the 
event, and the nature of the injury he had done 
me, which did not intitle him to ſuch eaſy terms. 

At laſt I determined to purſue a middle courſe ; 
and actually put my deſign in execution after 


this manner. Having ſecured the aſſiſtance of 


Strap and two of his acquaintance whom he 
could depend upon; we provided ourſelves with 
diſguiſes, and I cauſed the following letter to 
be delivered to him by one of our aſſociates in 
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© SIR, 
F I may be allowed to judge from appear- 
ance, it would not be diſagreeable to you, 
to hear that my huſband is ſent for to Bag- 
ſhot to viſit a patient, aud will not return ea 
to-morrow night; ſo that if you have any 
thing ro propoſe to me (as your behaviour on 
many occaſions has ſeemed to inftnuate) you 
will do well co embrace the prefent opportuni- 
ty of ſeeing, urs, Oc.“ 


This letter was ligned with the name of an. 


apothecary's wile, who lived in Chelſea, of 
whom I had heard Odonnel was an admirer. 
Every thing ſucceeded to our wiſh, The amo- 
rous hero haſtened towards the place of aſſigna- 
tion; and was encountered by us in the very 
place where he had aſſaulted me. We ruſhed, 
upon him all at once and ſecured his ſword, ſtript 
off his cloaths even to the ſkin, which we ſcour» 


ged with nettles till he was bliſtered from head 


to foot, notwithſtanding all the eloquence of his 


tears and ſupplications. When I was ſatisfied 


with the ftripes I had beſtowed, we carried off 
his cloaths, which we hid in a hedge near the 
place, and left him ſtark naked, to find his way 
home in the beſt manner hecould, while I took 
care to be there before him. I afterwards under- 
ſtood that in his way to the lodgings of a friend 
who lived in the ſkirts of the town, he was pick- 
ed up by the watch, who carried him to the 
e ae from whence he ſent for cloaths to 
his lodgings ; and next morning arrived at the 
door in a chair, wrapt up in a blanket he had 
borrowed ; for his body was ſo fore and ſwelled, 

that he bude not bear to be confined in his 
wearing apparel, He was treated with the ut- 
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molt tenderneſs by my miſtreſs and her daughter, 
who vied one with the other in their care an! 
attendance of him; but Lavement himſelf coy], 
not forbear expreſſing his joy, by ſeveral malici. 
ous grins, while he ordered me to prepare an 
unguent to anoint him with. As to myſelf ne. 
body can doubt my gratihcation, when I had 
every day an opportunity of ſeeing my revenge 
protracted on the body of my adverſary, by th: 
ſores and ulcers I had been the cauſe of; and 
indeed 1 not only enjoyed the ſatisfaction of 
having flay'd him alive, but another alſo which 
I had not foreſeen, The {tory of his being at. 
tacked and ſtript ia ſuch a place, having been 
inſerted in the news, gave information to thoſe 
who found his cloaths next day, whetherto bring 
them; and accordingly, he retrieved every thin; 
he had loft, except a few letters, among which, 
was that which I had wrote to him 1n the name 
of the apothecary's wife. This and others, 
which (it ſeems) were all on the ſubject of love, 
(for this Hibernian hero was one of thoſe peo- 
ple, who are called fortune hunters) fel] into the 
hands of a certain female author, famous for the 
ſcandal ſhe has-publiſhed ; who after having em- 
belliſhed them with ſome ornaments of her own 
invention, gave them to the town in print. I 
was very much ſhocked on reflecting that 1 
might poſſibly be the occaſion of a whole fami- 
ly's unhappineſs, on account of the letter I had 
written; but was eaſed of that apprehenſion, 
when I underſtood that the Chelſea-apothecary 
had commenced a law-ſuit againſt the printer 
for defamation ; and looked upon the whole as 
a piece of forgery, committed by the author, 
who had diſappcarcd. But whatever might be 
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his opinion of the matter, our two ladies ſeem- 
ed to entertain 4 different idea of it; for, as ſoon 
as the pamphlet appeared, I could perceive their 


care of their patient conſiderably diminiſh, un— 
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till at laſt it ended in total neglect. It was im- 
poſſible for him to be ignorant of this change, 
any more than of the occaſion of it; but as he 
was conſcious te himſelt of having deſerved 
worſe than contempt of their hands, he was 
lad to come off ſo cheaply, and contented him- 
{elf with muttering curſes and threats againſt 
the apothecary, who (as he imagined) having 
got an inkling of the appointment with his wife, 
had taken revenge of him in the manner deſeri— 
bed— By that time he had got a new ſcarf-ſkin, 
his character was become ſo notorious, that he 
thought it high time for him to decamp; which 
he performed one night without beat of drum, 
after having robbed his own ſervant of every 
thing that belonged to him, except the cloaths 
he had on his back. A few days after he diſap- 
peared, Mr Lavement, for his own ſecurity, 
took into cuſtody a large old trunk which hehad 
left; and as it was very heavy, made no que» 
ſtion of the contents being ſufficient to indemni- 
fy him for what Odonnel owed inlodging. But 
a month being elapſed without hearing any tid- 
1gs of this adventurer ; and my maſter being 
impatient to know what the trunk contained; 
he ordered me to break it open in his preſence, 
which I performed with the peftle of our great 
mortar, and diſcovered to his inexpreſſible aſto- 
niſhment and mortification, a heap of ſtones. 
About this time, my friend Strap intormed 
me of an offer he had to go abroad with a gen- 
tleman, in quality of vaſe? de chambre, and a: 
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tae ſame time aſſured me, that whatever advan. 
tage he might propoſe tohimſelf from this pro. 
ſpect, he could not bear the thoughts of parting 
irom me; ſo much was he attached to my for: 
tune. In ſpite of all the obligatious I owed 
this poor honeſt fellow, ingratitude is ſo naty. 
ral to the heart of man, that I began to be tir. 
ed of his acquaintance : and now, that I hag 
| contraCted other friendſhips which appeared more 
creditable, I was even aſhamed to ſee a journey. 
man-barber enquiring aſter me with the familia. 
| rity of a companion. I therefore, on . pretence 
1 of couſulting his welfare, inſiſted upon his ac- 
| cepting the propoſal, which he at laſt determin- 
ll || ed to embrace, with great reluQtance, and in a 
14 few days took his leave of me, ſhedding a flood 
1 of tears, which I could not behold without 
emotion. I nowbegan to look upon myſelf a; 
a gentleman in reality; learned to dance of a 
French man, whom I had cured of a faſhionable 
diſtemper; frequented plays during the holidays; 
became the oracle of an ale-houſe, where every 
diſpute was referred to my decifton; and at length 
contracted an acquaintance with a young lady, 
who found means to make a conqueſt of my 
heart, aud upon whom [I prevailed, after much 


miſe in marriage. As this beautiful creature 
Wl || paſſed for a rich heireſs, I blefſed my good for- 
i it tune, and was actually on the point of crowning 
| |} all my wiſhes by matrimony ; when one morn- 
ing, I went toher lodgings, and her maid bcing 
abroad, took the privilege of a bridegroom to 
enter her chamber, where to my utter confuſion, 
I found her in bed with a man. Heaven gave me 


attendance and ſolicitation, to give me a pro- 


patience andpreſcaceof mind enough to withdraw 
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immediately; and I thanked my ſtars a thon- 


fand times for the happy diſcovery, by which 


a J reſolved to profit ſo much, as to abandon all 


STE Mere” 8 * 
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thoughts of marriage for the future. 


— 


. 


Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my maſter is in vol ved in 
a ſroulleſome affair, out of which he is exiricated by me — 
he marries my maſter's daughter—they conſpire againſt 

x > a 7 / GY 
me I am found guilty of theft—diſcharged—deforted by 
my friend hire a room in St. Giles's—where, by ar- 
cident, Ind the lady io whom I made my addreſſes, in 4 
m'ſerable condition I relieve her. 


7, ome I enjoyed myſeif at large in this 


temper of mind, Mr Lavement let hi; 


E firſt floor to my countryman and acquainiance 


Squire Gawky, who by this time had got a lien- 
tenancy in the army, and ſuch a martial ferocity 
in his appearance, that I was afraid he would 
remember what had happened between us in 
Scotland, and atone for his breach of appoint- 
ment then, by his ponctuality now; but whe- 
ther he had actually forgot me, or was willin 

to make me believe ſo, he betrayed not the leaſt 
ſymptom of recognition at fight of me, and I 
remained quite cured of my apprehenſion ; 
though 1 had occaſion not long after to be 
convinced, that howſoever his externals might 
be altered, he was at the bottom the ſame 1nd1- 
vidual Gawky whom I have already deſcribed — 
For coming home late one night from the houſe 
of a patient, I heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, and 


as I approacked. perceived two gentlemen in 
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cuſtody of three watchmen, The priſoneg, 
who ſeemed to be miſerably dishgured wit 


hats and wigs ; and one of them, whom by bis 
tongue, I knew to be a Scotchman, lamented 
moſt piteouſiy. cftering a guinea for his liberty, 
which the watchmen reruſcd, alledo! 1 that 
one of his companions was wounded giievouſy, 
and that he mutt ſtand to the confequence, Viy 
prejudice in favour of my native country was 10 
ſtrong, that I could not bear to fee any body 
belonging to it in Gittrels, and therefore, with 
ene blow cf my faithful cudgel, knocked down 
the watchman who had hold of the perſon for 
whom I was chicily concerned. He no ſooner 
found himſelf difengaged, than he betook him- 
ſelf to his heels, and left me to maintain the 
diſpute as I ſhould think proper; and indeed ! 
came off but ſcurvily, for before I could avail 
myſelf of my ſpeed, I received a blow on the 
eye, from one of the other two, that had well 
nigh deprived me of the uſe of that organ; 
however, I made a ſhift to get home, where I 
was informed of captain Gawky's being robbed 
and abuſed by a company cf foot-pads: and 


was ordered by my maſter to prepare an emolli- 


ent glyſter and paregorick draught, in order to 


allay and compoſe the ferment of his ſpirits, 
occaſioned by the barbarous treatment he had 
andergone, while he took twelve ounces of blood 
from him immediately. When I enquired into 
the particulars of this adventure, and under— 
food by the ſervant, that he came in juſt before 
me, without hat and wig, I made no ſcruple of 
believing him to be the perſon 1 had releaſed, 
and was confirmed in that belief upon hearing 


dirt, complained bitterly of the loſs of their 
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been ſo long a ſtranger. 
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his voice, to which (before that event) I had 
My eye being conſt— 
derably ſwelled and inflamed, I could wot re - 
fle& upon my enterpriſe without curfing my own 
folly, and even reſolving to declare the truth of 
the whole ſtory, in order to be revenged on 
the cowardly wretch for whom I had ſuffered : 

Accordingly, next day, after he had told in 
preſence of my maſter, his wife and daughter, 
who came to viit him, a thouſaud lies concern - 
ing the proweis he had ſnewn in making his e- 

ſcape, 1 ventured to explain the myſtery, and 
calling in the evidence of my contuſed eye, 
p braided him with cowardice and ingratitude.— 
Cawky was ſo aſtoniſhed at this Giſcourſe, that 
he could not anſwer one word; and the reſt cf 
the company ftaredat oneznother i till at length 


my miltreſs reprimanded me for my inſolent be- 


haviour, and threatened to turn me away for my 


' preſumption — Upon which, Gawky (having re- 


collected himſelf) obſerved, as the young man 
might have miſtaken another perſou for him, he 
could forgive his inſinuations, more eſpecially as 
he ſeemed to have ſuffered for his civility; but 


adviſed me to be more certain in my conjectures 


for the future, before I ventured to publiſh the:n 
to the prejudice of any man. Miſs applauded 
the captain's generoſity in pardoning one who 
had ſo villainouſly aſperſed him, and I began to 
imagine her praiſe was not at all difintereſted. 

But the apothecary, who perhaps had more pe- 
netration, or leſs partiality than his wife and 
daughter, differed from them in his ſentiments 
of the matter, and expreſſed. himſelf to me in the 
ſhop in this manner Ah, mon pauvre Roderi- 
que! you have more of de veracite 
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ga int lem, kad flung him to the ſcul, and che- 
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de prudence bot mine vife and dater be dia. 

« blement ſage, and Monſ. le capitaine un fan. 

faron, pardieu!' This elogium on his wife 
and daughter, though meant ironically by him, 
was nevertheleſs literally juſt ; for by eſpouſing 
the canſe of Gawky, the one obliged a valua. 
ble lodger, and the other acquired a huſband at 
a juncture when one was abſolutely neceſſary ; 
and the young lady finding the effects of her 
correſpondence with Odonnel becoming plainer 
and plainer every day, inſinuated herſelf ſo art- 
fully into the affection of this new Jodger, that 
in leſs than a fortnight, on pretence of going 
to a play, they drove away together tothe Fleet, 
where they were coupled : from thence removed 
to a bagnio, where the marriage was conſum. 
mated ; and in the morning came home, where 
they aſked her father's and mother's bleſſing, 
The prudent parents, notwithſtanding the pre- 
cipitation with which it was carried on, did not 
think fit to refuſe their approbation ; for the a- 
pothecary was not ill pleafed to find his daugh- 

ter married to a young man of a good proſpect, 

who had not mentioned to him one ſyllable on 
the article of her dowry ; and his wife was re— 
joiged at being rid of a rival in her gallants, and 
a ſpy upon her pleaſures. Nor was I without 
ſelf- enjoyment at this event, whea I reffected 
upon the revenge J tad unwirtingly taken upon 
wy enemy in making bim a cuckold by antici- 
pation. But | little dreamed what a ſtorm of 
miſchief was brewing againfl me, whilſt | thus 
in dulged my ſelf. Whatever face Gawky put 
on the matter, my diſcovery of the adventure 
before related, and the reproaches I vented a- 


* * 5 RRR F 2. 
7 . ear gh GS FT e 4 
En Ye OY EE TR 18 5 c 
1 > * ö 4 


a 
2 c 5 P 
2 ' P OS Oe Oo oy WEE FS 8 
n Rs < * 9 - : . LY Ty, Emer PIT tes 7 
r Ls 2 * he — GEE 2 — — WF" SIE Gon AAR ons 
i a i es ee 3s Oy OT OI 
-£ L 22 1 — = , : 4 


bout 2 © 
5 2 


5 WY RD» 


would infallibly have brought me to an ignomi— 
nious death. 
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my medicine, pardonnez moy—il faut cher- 


© charge you rendrer le clef of your coffre— 
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ror and amazement, when opening my cheſt, I 
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riſhed the ſeeds of enmity ſo ſtrongly in his 
brealt, that he (it ſeems) imparted his indigna- 
tion to his wife, who being as deſirous as he to 
compaſs the ruin of one that not only ſighted 
her careſſes, but was able on any occaſion to 
diſcover PICO not at all advantages to her 
character, readily joined in a conſpiracy againſt 


me, which (had it taken effect as they expected) 


My maſter having ſeveral times miſſed large 
quantities of medicines of which I could give 
no account, at laſt loſt all patience, and in plain 
terms taxed me with having embezzled them for 
my own uſe. As I could only oppoſe my ſingle 
alleveration to this ſuſpicion, he told me one 
day, By gar, your vord not be give me de ſa- 
© tisfaction—me find neceſſaire to chercher for 


cher me demand de clef of your coffre a 
cette heure.“ Then raiſing his voice to con- 
ceal the fright he was in, leaſt J ſhould make 
any oppoſition he went on Oui, foutre, I 


« rn WY i moi qui vous parle.“ I was fired with 
ſo much refentment and diſdain at this accuſa- 
tien, that I burſt into tears, which he took for 
a fign of guilt ; and pulling out my key, told 
him he might . himſelf immediately, 
though he would not find it fo eaſy to ſatisfy 
me for the 1 injury my reputation had ſuffered 
from his unjuſt ſuſpicion. He took the key 
and mounted upto my chamber, attended by 
the whole family; laying, He bien, nous ver- 
* rons— nous verrons. But what was my hor- 
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ſaw them pull out an handful of the very things tu 
that were milling, and heard him pronounce. 
Ah ha! vous etes bien venues— wardie, Monf. 
* Roderique, you be fort innoceut - 1 had 


m 
not power to utter one word in my own vindi- fe 
cation, but ſtood motionleſs and filent, while e. E. 
very body prefent made their reſpective remarks IM * 
on what appeared againit me. The ſervants | © 
ſaid, they were ſorry for my misfortune, and 
went away repeating, © Who would have thought WW © 
it!“ My miſtreſs took occaſion from this wn ER * 
rail againlt the practice of employing {lrangers WR 


in general; and Mrs Gawky, after havirg ob- 
ferved that ſhe never had a good opinion of ny 
fidelity, propoſed to have me carried before the 
juſtice and committed to Newgate immediately. 
Her huſband was actually upon the itairs in his 
way for a conſtable, when Mr Lavement, 
knowing the coſt and trouble of a proſecution, 
to which he muſt bind himſelf, and at the ſame 
time dreading leaſt ſome particulars of my con- 
feſſion might affect his practice, called out, 
Reſtez, mons fils! reſtez, it be veritablement 
one grand crime whieh dis pouvre diable have 
committed - but peutetre de good God give 
him de penitence, and me vil not have upon 
my head the blood of one ſinner.“ The cap- 
tain and his lady uſed all the chriſtian arguments 
their zeal could ſuggeſt, to prevail on the apo- 
thecary to purſue me to deſtruction, and repte- 
ſented the injuſtice he did to the community ot 
which he was a member, in letting a vilhan e- 
ſcape 3 who would not fail of doing more miſ- 
chief in the world, when he ſhould reflect on 
his coming off ſo eaſily now ;—but their clo- 
quence made no impreſſion. on my maſter, who 
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turning to me ſaid, Go, miterable, go from 
mine houſe, quick, quick—and make repara- 
* tion for your mauvaile actions.” By this time 
my indignation had rouſed me from the ſtupe— 
faction in which I had hitherto remained, and 1 
began in this manner : * Sir, appearances, 1 own 

* condemn me; but you are impoſed upon as 
« much as I am abuled — I have fallen a ſacri- 
© fice to the rancour of that ſcoundrel (pointing 
© to Gawky) who has found means to convey 
* your goods hither, that the detection of them 
might blaſt my repatation, and accomplith my 
deſtruction. His hatred of me is owing toa 
«© conſciouſneſs of having wronged me in my 
« own country ! for which he in a cowardly 
© manner refuled me the ſatisfaction of a gen- 


« tleman ;— he knows moreover, that I am no 


« ſtranger to his daſtardly behaviour in this 
town, which I have recounted before ;—and 
« he is unwilling that ſuch a teſtimony of his 
* ingratitude and puſilanimity ſhould live upon 
* the earth; for this reaſon he is guilty of the 
« moſt infernal malice to bring about my ruin. 
And I am afraid, madam, (turning to Mrs 
* Gawky) you have too ealily entered into the 
«* ſentiments of your huſband—I have often 
found you my enemy; and am well acquaint- 
ed with the occaſion of your being ſo, which 
I don't at preſent think proper to declare ; 

but I would, not adviſe you for your own 
lake to drive me to this extremity.“ This ad- 
dreſs enraged her ſo much, that with a face as 
red as ſcarlet, and the eyes of a fury, ſhe ſtrutted 
up to me, and putting her hands to her lides, 
ſpit in my face, ſaying I was a ſcandalous vil- 
lain, but ſhe defizd my malice ; and that unleſs 
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her papa would proſecute me like a thief 25 
was, ſhe would not ſtay another night under hi; 
roof—At the ſame time Gawky aſſumed a big 
look, told me, he ſcorned what lies I could! In 
vent againit him; but that if I pretended to al- 
perſe his wife, he would put me to death þ 
G—d. To this I anſwered, © I with to God 1 
© could meet with tlice in a deſart, that I might 
* have an opportunity of revenging thy. nerf. 
c dy towards me, and rid the w -orld of "XY a 
raſcal What hinders me this moment, (taid 
I, ſeizing an old bottle that ſtood by) from 
doing myſelf that juſtice?” I had no ſooner 
armed myſelf i in this manner, than Gawky and 
his father-in-law retired in ſuch a hurry, that 
the one overturned the other, and rolled toge— 
ther down ſtairs ; while my miſtreſs ſwooned a- 
way with fear; and her daughter alked af 4 
intended to murder her. I gave her to under- 
ſtand that nothing was farther from my intentt- 
on; that I would leave her to the itings of her 
own conſcience ; but was firmly reſolved to flit 
her huſband's noſe, whenever fortune ſhould offer 
a convenient opportunity. Then going down 
ſtairs; I met Lavement coming up trembling 
with the pefile in his hand, and Gawky behind 
armed with his ſword, puſhing him forward. 
I demanded a parley, and having aſſured them 
of my pacific diſpoſition; Gawky exclaimed, 
* Ah! villian! you have killed my dear _ 
And the apothecary cried, © Ah! coquin ! vere 
is my child?“ The Lady (ſaid I) is above 
« ſtairs, unhurt by me, and will a few months 
© hence (I believe) reward your concern.“ Here 
ſhe called to them herſelf, and deſired they 
would let the wretch go, and trouble themſelves 
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no farther about. him. To which her father 
conſented, obſerving nevertheleſs, that my con- 
verſation was fort mylterieux. Finding it im- 
poſſible to vindicate my innocence, ] left the 
houſe immediately, and went to the ſchool. ma- 
ſer, with an intention of clearing myſelf to him, 


and aſking his advice with regard to my future. 


conduct; but to my inespreſſible vexation was 
told he was gone tothe country, where he would 
ſtay two or three days.—T returned with a de- 
ſign of conſulting lome acquaintance I had ac- 
quired in my matter's ne:ghbourhood 3 but my 
ſtory had taken air, through the officiouſneſs of 
the ſervants, and not one of my friends would 


vouchſafe me a hearing. Thus I found my ſelf. 


by the iniquity of mankind, in a much more 
deplorable condition than ever: for though 1 
had, been formerly as poor, my reputation was 
without blemiſh, and my health unimpaired till 
now; but at preſent my good name was laſt, 
my money gone, my friends were alienated, my 
body infected by a diſtemper contracted in the 
courſe of an amour; and my faithful Strap, 
who only could yield me pity and aſſiſtance, ab- 
ſent, I knew not where. 

The firſt reſolution I could take in this me- 
lancholy conjuncture, was to remove my cloaths 
to the houſe of the perſon with whom J had 


formerly lodged ; there I remained two days ; 


in hopes of getting another place, by the inte- 


reſt of Mr Concordance, to whom I made no 


doubt of being able to vindicate my charaGter ; 


— but in this 1 reckoned without my hoſt, for 


Lavement took care to be beforehand with me, 
and when I attempted to explain the whole at. 
fair to the ſchool maſter, I found bim prepoſſoſ- 
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ed agaialt me, that he would ſcarce hear me ty 
an end: but * n I had finiſhed my juſtificaii. 
on, ſhook his head, and beginning with his u. 
ſual exclamation, O Ch—it! ſaid he, that 
* won't: go down with me. I am very ſorry ! 
* ſhould have the misfortune of being concern. 
ed in the affair, but however ſhall be more 
* cautious for the future — 1 will truſt no man 
from henceforward—no, not my father why 
begat me—nor the brother who lay with mc 
in my mother's womb—ſhould the genius of 
truth appear I would queſtion its veracity, and 
if Daniel would riſe from the dead 1 ſhould 
* think him an impoſtor.“ I told him, that one 
day it was poſſible he might be convinced of the 
injury I had ſuffered, and repent of his prema— 
ture determination. To which he anſwered, the 
proof of my innocence would make his bowel; 
vibrate with joy; © But till that ſhall happen 
(continued he) [ uſt beg to have no manner 
* of connection with you— my reputation is at 
ſtake -O My good God; I ſhall be looked up- 
* on as your accomplice. and abettor— people 
vill ſay Jonathan Wild was but atype of me— 
© boys will hoot at me as I paſs along; and the 
« cinder- winches belch forth reproaches wafted 
* 1n a gale impregnated with gin— 1 ſhall be 
* notorious—the very butt of ſlander, and cloa- 
ca of infamy.*—I was not in an humour to 
relith the climax of expreſſions upon which this 
gentleman valued himſelf in all diſcourſes ; but 
without any ceremony took my leave, curſed 
with every ſentiment of horror, which my fitu- 
ation could ſuggeſt. ] conſidered, however, in 
the intervals of my deſpendence, that I mult 
in ſome ſhape ſui; my expence to my calami- 
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tons cifeumſtances ; ard with that view hired 
an apartment in a garret near St Giles's at the 
rate of nine-pence er week. In this place 1 
refolved to perform my own cure, having firit 
pawned three ſhirts to purchaſe medicines and 
{upport for the occalion. 

One day, when J fat m this ſolitary retreat 
muſing upon the unhappineſs of my fate, I wal 
alarmed by a groan that iſſued from a chamber 
contiguous to mine, into which I immediately 
ran, and found a woman ftretched on a miſera- 
ble trackle-bed, without any vitible figns of life. 
en applied a ſmelling bottle to her noſe, 

he blood began to revifit her cheeks, and ſhe 
once her eyes; but good heaven! what were 
the emotions of my ſoul, when FT diſcovered her 
to be the ſame individual lady, who had trium— 
phed over my heart, and to whoſe fate J had al- 
moſt been inſeparably joined ! Her deplorable 
ſituation filled my breaſt with compaſſion, and 


every tender idea reviving in my imagination, 


I flew into her embrace; ſhe knew me immedi— 
ately, and ſtraining me rently i in her arms, ſhed 
a torrent of tears, which I could not help en- 


creaſing : At length, caſting a languiſhing look 


at me, ſhe pronounced with a feeble voice, 
© Dear Mr Random, I do not deſerve this con- 
* cern at your hands I am a vile creature, who 
had a bafe deſign upon your perſon—ſuffer 
me to expiate that and all my other crimes by 
© a miſerable death, which will not fail to over- 
take me in a few hours.“ I encouraged her as 
much as I could, told her 1 forgave all the 
injury ſhe had defigned for me; and that al- 
though my circumſtances were extremely low. 


I would ſhare my laſt farthing with her. In 


13 had accordingly choſen this place of retreat, 


180 THE ADVENTURES OF 


the mean time, begged to know the immediate 
cauſe of that fit from which ſhe had juſt reco. 
vered, and I would endeavour by my ſkill to 
prevent any more ſuch attacks. She ſeemed very 
much affected with what I ſaid, took my hand 
and preſſed it to her lips, ſaying, * You are too 
* generous! I wiſh I could live to expreſs m 

* gratitude—but alas! I periſh for want.“ Then 
ſhatting her eyes, relapſed into another ſwoon, 
Such extremity of diſtreſs muſt have awaked 
the moſt obdurate heart to ſympathy and com- 
paſſion : What effect then muſt it have on mine, 
who was naturally prone to every tender paſſion? 
I ran down ftairs, and ſent my landlady to a 
chymiſt's ſhop for ſome cinnamon-water, while! 
returning to this unfortunate creature's chamber, 
uſed all the means in my power to bring her to 


| herſelf, which, with much difficulty, 1 accom- 


pliſhed, and made her drink a glaſs of the cor. 
dial to recruit her ſpirit; then I prepared a lit- 
tle mulled red wine and a toaft, which having 
taken, ſhe found herſelf thoroughly revived, and 
informed me, that ſhe had not taſted food for 
eight and forty hows before. As I was impa- 
tient to know the oceaſion and nature of her 
calamity, ſhe gave me to underſtand that ſhe 
was a woman of the town by profeſſion—that 
in the courſe of her adventures, ſhe found herſelf 
dangeroufly infected with a diſtemper to which 
all of her claſs are particularly ſubject ;—that 
her malady gaining ground every day, ſhe was 
become lothfome to herſelf as well as to every 
one elſe, when ſhe reſolved to retire to ſome 
obſcure corner, where ſhe might be cured with 


* 
as little noiſe and expence as poſſible ; that ſhe 
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and put herielf into the hands of an advertiſin 

doctor, who having fleeced her of all the mo- 
ney ſhe had or could procure, left her three 
days ago in a worſe condition than that in which 
he found her ;—that except the cloaths on her 


0 back ſhe had pawned or ſold every thing that be- 
J [IE longed to her, to ſatisfy that rapacious quack, 
n WW and quite the clamour of her landlady, who {till 
© perfilted in her threats to turn her out into the 
E firect. After having moralized upon theſe par- 
* © ticulars, I propoſed that ſhe ſhould lodge in the 


fame room with me, which would ſave ſome 


money: and aſſured her I would myſelf under— 


1 b take her cure as well as my own, during which 
me ſhould pariake of all the convemences I 


could afford to myſelf. —She embraced my offer 
EE with unfeigned ackowledgement, and I began 
io put in practice immediately. I found to my 
= great fatisfaCtion, in her, not only an agreeable 
companion, whoſe converſation greatly alleviated 
my chagrin, but alſo a careful nurſe, who ſer- 
ved me with the utmoſt fidelity and affection. 
One day, while I teftified my ſurprize that a 
woman of her beauty, good ſenſe and education 
(for ſhe had a large portion of each) could be 
reduced to ſuch an infamous and miſerable way 
of life as that of a proſtitute ; the anſwered with 
a ſigh, © Theſe very advantages were the cauſe 
Jof my undoing.*—This remarkable reply in- 
flamed my curioſity 10 ſuch a degree, that TI 
begged ſhe would favour me with the particulars 
of her Rory, and ſhe compiicd in theſe words. 
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. 


The HisSTORY of Mis WiLL1ans. 


Y father was an eminent merchant in the 

city, who having, in the courſe of 
trade, ſuffered very conſiderable loſſes, retired 
in his old age with his wife to a ſmall eſtate in 
the country, which he had purchaſed with the 
remains of his fortune — At that time, J beiyg 
but eight years of age, was left in town for the 
convenience of education; boarded with an 
aunt who was a rigid Preſbyterian, and who 
conſined me fo cloſely to what ſhe called the du- 
ties of religion, that in time I grew weary ef 
her deQrines, and by degrees conceived an a- 
verfion for the good books ſhe daily recommend- 
ed to my peruſal. As I increaſed in age, and 
appeared with a perſon not diſagreeable, | con- 
trated a good deal bf acquaintance among my 
own ſex ; one of whom, after having lamented 

the relremnt I was under from the 1 
of my aunt's ſentiments, told me, I muſt throw 
off the prejudices of opinion imbibed under her 
influence and example: and learn to think for 
myſelf; — for which purpoſe ſhe adviſed me to 
read Shaftſbury, Tindal, Hobbs, and all the 
books that are remarkable for their deviation 
from the old way of thinking, and by compar- 
one with another, I would ſoon be able to form 
a ſyſtem of my own. I followed. her advice, 
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and whether it was owing to my prepoſſeſſion a- 
gain. what I had formerly read, or the clear- 
neis of argument in thele my new inſtructors, I 


knew not, but I ſtudied them with pleaſure, and 


in a ſhort time became a profeſted Free thinker. 


Proud of my new improvement, | argued in all 
companies, and that with ſuch fucceſs, that I 
ſoon acquired the re putation of a pinlolopher, 
and few people durſt undertake me in a diſpute, 
I grew vain upon my good fortune, and at 
length attempted to make my aunt a proſelyte 
to my 2 but the no ſooner perceived my 
drift, than taking the alarm, ſhe wrote to my 
father an account of my hereſy, and conjured 
him, as he tendered the good of my foul, to 
remove me immediately from the dangerous 
place where I had contracted ſuch finful princt- 


ples : Accordingly, my father ordered me ii. to 


the country, where I arrived in the fifteenth 
year of my age, and by this command gave him 
a detail of all the articles of my faith, which 
he did not find fo unreaſonable as they had been 

repreſeuted. Finding myſelf ſuddenly deprived 
cf the eompany and pleaſures of the town, I 
grew melancholy, and it was ſome time before 
I could reliſh my fituation. But ſolitude be- 
came every day more and more famihar to me, 
and I conſoled myſelf in my retreat with the en- 


| joyment of a good library, at fuch times as 


were not employed in the management of the 


family, (for my mother had been dead three 
years) in viſiting, or ſome other party of rural 
e:verhon— Having more imagination than judg- 
ment, addicted myſelf too much to poetry 
and romance; and in ſhort was looked upon as 
a very extraordinary perſoa by. every body in 
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the country where I reſided. I had one cxenin- 
ſtrayed with a book in my hand, into a wog 
that bordered on the high road, at a little di. 
ſtance from my father's houſe ; when a certain 
drunken '{quire, riding by, perceived me and 
crying * Z---ds! there's a charming creature 
alighted in a moment, catched me in his arm, 
and treated me ſo rudely, that I ſhrieked as loud 
as I could, and in the mean time oppoſed his 
violence with all the ſtrength that rage and rc. 
ſentment could inſpire. During this ftruggle, a. 
nother horſeman came up, who ſeeing a lady { 
unworthily uſed, diſmounted and flew to my af. 
ſiſtance. My raviſher, mad with diſappointment, 
or provoked with the reproaches of the other 
gentleman, quitted me, and running to bis 
horſe, drew a piſto] from the ſaddle, and fired 
it at my protector, who happily recciving no 
damage, went up, and with the butt end of 
his whip laid him proſtrate on the ground, be. 
ſore he could uſe the other, which his anta- 
goniſt immediately ſeized, and clapping it to the 
*ſquire's breaſt, threatned to put him to death 
for his cowardice and treachery : Upon this J 
enterpoledand begged his life, which was grant- 
ed to my requeſt, after he had aſked pardon, 
and ſwore his intent ion was only to obtain a kiſs. 
However, my defender thought proper to unload 
the other piſtol, and throw away the flints, be- 
fore he gave him his liberty. This courteous 
ſtranger conducted me home, when my father 
1 learned the ſignal ſervice he had done 
me, loaded him with careſſes, and inſiſted on 
his lodging that night at eur houſe. If the ob- 
ligation he had conferred upon me juſtly inſpired 
me with ſentimeuts cf gratitude, his appearance 
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and converſation ſeemed to intitle him to ſome- 
what more. He was about the age of two and 
twenty, among the talleſt of the middle ſize; 
had cheſnut coloured hair which he wore tied up 
in a ribbon; a high poliſhed fore head, a noſe 
inclining to the aquiline, lively blue eyes, red 
pouting lips, teeth as white as ſnow, and a cer- 
tain openneſs of countenance —but why need I 
deſcribe any more particulars of his perſon ? I 
hope yo will do me the juſtice to believe J do 
not flatter, when I fay he was the exact reſem- 
blance of you; and if 1 had not been well ac- 
quainted with his family and pedigree, I ſhould 
have made no ſeruple of concluding him your 
brother. He ſpoke. Jittle, and ſeemed to have 
no reſerve, for what he ſaid was 1nvenious, ſen— 
ibleand uncommon. In ſhort (ſaid ſhe, burſt— 
ing into tears) he was formed for the ruin of 
our ſex — His behaviour was modeſt and reſpeQ - 
ful, but his looks were ſo fignificant that l 
could eaſily obſerve he ſecretly bleſſed the occa- 
hon that introduced him to my acquaintance. 
We learned from his diſcourſe that he was the 
eideit ſon of a wealthy gentleman in the. neigh- 
bourhood, to whoſe. name we were no ſtrangers ; 
that he had been to viſit an acquaintance in the 
country, from whoſe houſe he was returning 
home, when my ſhrieks brought him to my re- 
ſcue—All night long my imagination formed a 
thouſand ridiculous expectations: There was fo 
much of night errantry in this gentleman's 
coming to the relief of a damſel in diſtreſs, with 
whom he immediately became enamoured, that 
all I had read of love and chivalry recurred to 
my fancy, and I looked upon myſelf as a prin- 
ceſs in ſome region. of. romance, who being de- 
Vol, I. : A a 5 y 
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livered from the power of a brutal giant or (4. 
tyr, by a generous Oroondates, was bound iy 
gratitude, as well as led by inclination, to yield 
up my affeò ions to him without reſerve, In 
vain did I endeavour to chaſtiſe theſe fooliſh con. 
ceits by reflections more reaſonable and ſevere: 
The amuſing images took full poſſeſſion of my 
mind, and my dreams repreſented my hero ligh- 
ing at my feet, in the language of a deſpairing 
lover. Next morning after breakfaſt he took 
his leave, when my father begged the favour of 
a further acquaintance with him; to which he 
replied by a compliment to him, and a look to 
me fo. full of eloquenceand tenderneſs, that my 
whole ſoul received the ſoft impreſſion. In a 
ſhort time he repeated his viſit; and as a recital 
of the particular ſteps he purſued to ruin we, 
would be too tedious and impertinent, let it ſuf. 
tice to ſay, he made it his buſineſs to inſinuate 
himſelf into my eſteem, hy convincing me of 
liis own good: ſenſe, and at the fame time by 
flattering my underſtanding. This he perform- 
ed in the molt artful manner, by ſeeming to con- 
tradi me often through miſapprehenſion, that 
F might have an opportunity of clearing myſelf 
the more to my own honour.. Having thus ſecur- 
ed my good opinion, he began to give me ſome to- 
kens of a particular pation founded on a vene- 
ration for the qualities of my mind, and as an 
accidental” ornament, admired the beauties of 
my perſon ; till at lengch being fully perſuade 
of. his conqueſt, he choſe a proper ſeaſon for the 
theme, and diſcloſed his love in terms ſo ardent 
and ſincere, that it was impoſſible for me to dil- 
guiſe the ſentiments of my heart, and he recetv- 
ed wy approbation with the moit lively tray? 
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port. After this mutual declaration, we con- 
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trived to meet more frequently, which we did in 
private enterviews, where we enjoyed the con- 
ver{ation of one another in all the elevation of 
fancy, and impatience of hope, that reciprocal 
adoration can inſpire. He profeſſed his honour- 
able intentions, of which I made no queſtion, 
lamented the avaricious diſpoſition of his father, 
who had deſtined him for the arms of another, 
and vowed eternal fidelity with ſuch an appear— 
ance of candour and devotion, that I became a 
dupe to his deceit, and in an evil hour crowned 
his eager dehre with a full poſſeſſion. Curſed 
be the day on which I gave away my innocence 
and peace, for a momentary gratification which 
has entailed upon me ſuch mifery and horror! 
curſed be my beauty that firſt attracted the at- 
tention of the ſedacer { curſed be my education 
that by refining my ſentiments, made my heart 
the more ſuſceptible ! curſed be my good ſenſe 
that fixed me ro one object, and taught me the 
preference I enjoyed was but my due! Had I 
been ugly, no body would have tempted me; 
had 1 been ignorant, the charms of my perſon 
would not have atoned for the coarſeneſs of my 
converſation ; had I been giddy, my vanity 
would have divided my inclinations, and my 1- 
deas would have been ſo diffuſed, that I ſhould 
never have liſtened to the enchantments of one 
alone. 
But to return to my unſortunate ſtory; we 
gave a looſe to guilty pleaſure, which for ſome 
months baniſhed every other concern. But by 
degrees, his vifits became leſs frequent, and his 
behaviour leſs warm: I perceived his coldneſs, 
my heart took the alarm, my tears reproacked 
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him, and I infiſted upon the performaiice af h 
promiſe, to eſpoule me, that whatever ſhond 
happen, my reputation might be ſafe; He 
ſeemed to acquieſce in my propoſal, and left me 
on pretence of finding a proper clergyman tg 
unite us in the bands of wedlock--But alas! th, 
Inconſtant had no intention to return: I waited 
a whole week with the utmof] impatience ; ſome. 
times doubting his honour, at other times in. 
venting excuſes for him and condemning myſal 
for harbouring the leaſt ſuſpicion of his faith, 
At length 1 underitood from a gentleman why 
dined at our houſe, that this peridious wretch 
was on the point of ſetting out for London with 
his bride, to buy cloaths for their approaching 
nuptials. This information diſtracted me! the 
more ſo, as I found myſelf ſome mouths gone 
with child, and reflected that it would be 1mpol. 
ſible to conceal my diig race, which would not 
only ruin the character I had acquired in the 
country; but alſo bring the gray hairs of an in- 
dulgent parent with ſorrow to the grave. Rage 
took pollefion of my foul; I denuuncetd a thou- 
ſand imprecations, and formed as many ſchemes 
of revenge againſt the traitor who had undone 
me: Then my reſeatment would ſubſide to fi- 
lent ſorrow : I recalled the tranquillity I had 
loſt, I wept over my infatuation, and {ometiccs 
a ray of hope would intervene, and for a mo- 
ment chear my drooping heart; I would revoive 
all the favourable circumſtances of his character, 
repeat the vows he made, aſcribe his abſence 
to the vigilance of a ſuſpicious father, who 
compelled him to a match his ſoul abhorred, 
and comforted myſelf with the expectation of 
ſeeing him before the thing ſhould be brought 
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to any. terms of agreement, Bat how vain 
was my imagination! The villian left me 
without remorſe, 2 20d in a few days the news 
of his marriage lobend a!l over the country, My 
horror was then inconceivable! and had not the 
defire of -revenge diverted my reſolution, I 
mould infallibly have put an end to my miſera— 
ple life. My father obſerved the iymptoms of 
my defpair ; and though 1 have good reaſon to 
believe, he gueſſed the cauſe, _ at a preat 
- deal of pains to ſeem-1gnorant of my affliction, 
while he endeavoured with paternal fondneſs to 
alleviate my diltreſs, I faw his concern, which 
encreaſed my auguith, and raued my fury a- 
gainſt the author of my calamity, to an impla- 
cable degree, Having furniſhed myſelf with: a 
little money, I made an elopement from this 
unhappy parent in the uight time, and about 
break of day, — at a {mall town, from 
- whence a ſtage-coach ſet out for London, in 
which I embarked, and next day alighted in 
town; the ſpirit of revenge having ſupported 
me all the way againit every other reflection. 
My firſt care was to hire a lodging, in which I 
kept myſelf very retired, having aflumed a feign- 
ed name, that my character and ſituation might 
be the better concealed It was not long before 
I found out the houſe of my raviſher, whither 
1 immediately repaired in a trasiport of rage, 
determining to act ſome deiperate yt Wa for the 
latisfaction of my deſpair, though the hurry of 
my ſpirits would not permit me to concert or 
: reſolve upon a particular plan. When I demand- 
ed admiſſion to Lothario (fo let me call him) I 
was deſired to ſend up my name and buſigeſs; 
but this I refuſed, telling the porter L had buſi- 
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neſs for his maſter's private ear : Upon which ] 
was conducted into a parlour until he ſhould he 
informed of my requett— There I remained a. 
bout a quarter of an hour, when a ſervant ©. 
tered, and told me his mafter was engaged with 
company, and begged to be excuſed at that 
time. My temper could hold out no longer: | 
pulled a poignard from my boſom where I had 
concealed it, and ruſhing out, flew up ſtair; 
like a fury, exclaiming, * where is this perſidi. 
* ous villian? could L once plunge this dagger 
< jnto his falſe heart, I- would then die ſatisfied, 
The noiſe I made alarmed not only the ſervants, 
but the company alſo, who hearing my threats 
came forward to the ſtair caſe to fee what was 
the matter. By this time I was ſeized, diſarmed, 
and with-held by two footmen ; in this ſituation 
I felt the moſt exquiſite torture in beholding my 
undoer approach with his young wife; I could 
not endure the fight, was deprived of my ſenſes, 
and fell into a ſevere fit, during which 1 know 
not how I was treated ; but when I recovered 
the uſe of reflection, found myſelf on a bed in a 
paultry-apartment, where I was attended by an 
old woman, who aſked a thouſand impertinent 
queſtions relating to my condition; and inform- 
ed me that my behaviour had thrown the whole 
family into confuſion ; that Lothario affirmed ! 
was mad, and pretended to have me ſent to Bed- 
lam; but my lady perſuaded herſelf there was 
more in my conduct than he cared ſhould be 
known, and had taken to her bed on bare ſuſ- 
Picion, having firſt ordered that I ſhould be 
narrowly looked to- heard all ſhe ſaid without 
making any other reply, than deſiring ſhe would 
do me the favour to call a chair; but. this. (ſhe 
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told me) could not be done without her maſter's 


| conſent, which, however, was eaſily procured, 


and I was conveyed to my own lodging in a 


fate of mind that baffles all deſcription. The 


agitation of my thoughts produced a fever, 


which brought on a miſcarriage 3 and I be- 
lieve it is well for my conſcience that hea- 
ven thus diſpoſed of my burthen ; for let me 
own to you with penitence and horror, if I had 
brought a living child into the world, my frenzy 
would have prompted me to ſacrifice the little in- 
nocent t9 my reſentment of the wrongs done 
me by the father. 

After this event my rage abated, and my hate 
hecame more deliberate and calm ; when one 
day, my landlady informed me that there was 
a gentleman below who deſired to fee me, hav- 
ing ſomething of conſequence to impart, which 
ſhe was ſure would contribute to my peace of 
mind. I was exceedingly alarmed at this de- 
elaration, which I attempted to interpret a thou- 
ſand ways; and before I came to any determi- 
nation, he entered my room, with an apology 
for intruding upon me againſt my knowledge or 
conſent., I ſurveyed him ſome time, but could 
not remember to have ſeen him before; then 
with a faultering accent demanded what was his 
bulineſs with me? Upon which, he defired I 
would give him a particular audience, and he did 
not doubt of communicating ſomething that 
would conduce to my ſatisfaction and repoſe. 
As I thought myſelf ſufficiently guarded. 
againſt any violence, I granted his requeſt, and 
bid the woman withdraw. The ftranger then 
advancing, gave me to underſtand, that he was 
well acquainted. with the particulars of my flory, 
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having been informed of them from Lotharig' 
own month—that from the time he knew my 
misfortunes, he had entertained a deteſtation for 
the author of them; which had of late been in. 
creaſed and inflamed to a deſire of revenge, by 
a piece of diſhonourable conduct towards him 
that hearing of my melancholy ſituation, he had 
come with an intention of offering bis aſſiſtance 
and comfort, and was ready to eſpouſe my quar- 
rel, and forthwith take vengeance of my ſeducer, 
provided I would grant him one conſideration, 
which (he hoped) I ſhould ſee no reaſon to re- 
fuſe. Had all the artifice of hell been employed 
in compoſing a perſuaſive, it could not have had 
a more inſtantaneous or favourable effect than 
this diſcourſe had upon me. I was tranſported 
with a delirium of gloomy joy; I hugged my 
companion in my arms, and vowed that if he 
would make good his promiſe, my ſou] and bo— 
dy ſhould be at his diſpoſal. The contract was 
made; he devoted himſelf. to my revenge, un- 
dertook to murder Lothario that very night, 
and to bring me an account of his death before 
morning, Accordingly, about two of the clock, 
he was introduced to my chamber, and aſſured 
me my perfidious lover was no more; that al- 
though he was not entitled to ſuch an honour- 
able proceeding, he had fairly challenged bim to 
the field, where he upbraided him with his trea- 
chery towards me, for whom (he told him) his 
ſword was drawn, and after a few paſſes, left 
him weltering in his blood. I was ſo ſavaged 
by my wrongs, that I delighted in the recital of 
this adventure, made him repeat the particulars, 
feaſted my eyes with the blood that remained on 

his cloaths and ſword, and yielded up my body 
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43 à recompence for the ſervice he had done me. 
My imagination was ſo engroſſed by theſe ideas, 
that in my fleep I dreamed Lothario appearcd 
before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, blamed 


my raſhneſs, proteſted his innocence, and plcad- 
| ed his own cauſe ſo pathetically, that I was con- 
vinced of his fidelity, and waked in a tit of hor- 
ror and remorſe. 
to ſooth, -confole, and perfuade me that I had 
bat barely dene juſtice to myſels I dropt a- 


My bed fellow endeavoured 


ſlcep again, and the ſame apparition recurred 
to my fancy. In ſhort I paſſed the night in great 
miſery, and looked upon my avenger with ſuch 
abhorrence, that in the morning, percciving my 
averfion , he inſinuated there was ſtill a pefſibility 


W of Lothario' recovery; it was true, he left him 


wounded on the ground, but not quite dead, and 
prehaps tris hurts might not be mortal. At theſe 
words I flarted up, bid him fly for intelligence, 
and if he could not bring me tidings of Lotha- 
rio's ſafety, at leaſt conſult his own and never 
return, for I was reſolved to ſurrender my- 
ſelf w Juſtice, and declare al] that I knew of 
the affair, that, if poſſible, I might expiate 
my own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a 


ſincere repentance and ignominious death. He 


very coolly repreſented the unreaſonableneſs of 


my prejudice againſt him, who had done no- 


thing but what his love of me inſpired, and 
honour juſtified ; — that now he had at the riſk 
of his life been ſubſervient to my revenge, I 
was about to diſcard him as an infamous agent 0C- 
caſionally neceſſary : And that even if he ſhould 
be ſo lucky as to bring news of Lothario's ſafety, 
it was probable my former reſentment might 
revive, and I would upbriad him with having 
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failed in his undertaking. I aſſured him that 

on the contrary, he would be dearer to me 

than ever, as I ſhould be convinced he acted 
more on the principles of a man of honour, than 
on thoſe of a mercenary aſſaſſin, and tcorned to 
take away the life of an adverſary (how invete. 
rate ſoever) which fortune had put in his power. 
Well then, madam, (aid he) whatever may 
* have happened, L ſhall find it no difficult 
matter to ſatisfy you in that.“ And took his 
leave in order to er quire into the conſequences 
of his duel. I was now-more ſenſible than ever 
of the degrees of guilt and miſery ; all the af. 
fiction I had fuffered hitherto was owing to 
my own credulity and weakneſs, aud my conlct- 
ence could only accuſe me of venial crimes ; but 
now that I looked upon myſelf as a murderer, 
it is impoſſible to expreſs the terrors of my 
1magination, which was inceſſantly haunted by 
the image of the deceaſed, and my boſom itung 
with the moſt exquiſite agonies, of which I ſaw 
no end. At length, Horatio (for ſo I ſhall call 
my keeper) returned, and telling me J had no- 
thing to fear, delivered into my hands a billet 
containing theſe words. 


« Mavpan, 


| 8 I underſtand it is of conſequence to 
* 


your peace, I take this liberty to in- 
* form you, that the wounds I received from 
© Horatio are not mortal. This ſatisfaction my 
* humanity could not deny evento a perſon who 
has endeavoured to diſturb the repoſe as well 


. cas deſtroy the life of Lothario.' 


Being well acquainted with his hand, I bad 
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no reaſon to ſuſpect an impoſition in this lettter, 
which I read over and over with a tranſport of 
joy, and careſſed Horatio ſo much, that he ap- 
peared the happieſt man alive. Thus was I 
won from deſpair by the menaces of a greater 
misfortune than that which depreſſed me. Griefs 
are like ufurpers, the moſt powerful depoſes all 
the reſt—But my raptures were not lafting— 
that very letter which in a manner re-eftabliſh- 
ed my tranquility, in a Intie-time baniſhed my 
peace His unjuſt reproaches, while they wak- 
ed my reſentment, recalied my former happi— 
neſs, and filled my ſoul with rage and ſorrow. 
Horatio perceiving the ſituation of my mind, 
endeavoured to divert my chagrin ; by treating 
me with all the amuſements and entertainments 
of the town, I was gratified with every indul- 
cence I could defire ; introduced into the com- 
pany of other kept miſtreſſes, by whom an un- 
common difference was paid me; and I began to 
loſe all remembrance of my former condition, 
when an accident brought it back to my view, 
with all it intereſting circumſtances. Diverting 
myfelf one day with ſome news papers, which L 
had not before peruſed, the following advertiſe- 
ment attracted my attention. 


6 A a young gentlewoman diſ- 
* VV appeared from her father's houfe, in 
the county of, about the end of September, 
on account as is ſuppoſed, of ſome uneaſiueſs 
* of mind, and has not been as yet heard of; 


© whoever will give an information about hex 


* to Mr—, of Gray's Inn, ſhall be handſomely 


© rewarded; or if ſhe will return to the arms of 
her diſconſolate parent, ſhe will be received 


N 5 
„ m — 


156 THE ADVENTURES Or 


with the utmoſt tenderneſs, whatever reaſon; 15 
ſhe may h.ve to think otherwiſe, and war 
* be the means of prolonging the life of a ft. 
© ther, already weighed down almoſt to ti; 
grave with age and ſorrow.” 


This pathetic remonſtrance had ſuch effe2 
upon me, that I was fully reſolved to return like 
the prodigal fon, and implore the forgiveneſs cf 
him who gave me life; but alas! upon enquiry, 
I found he had paid. his debt to nature a mount! 
before, lamenting my abſence to his laſt hour, 
having left his fortune to a ftranger as a mark 
of his reſentment of my unkind and undutify] 
behaviour. Penetrated with remorſe on this oc. 
caſion, I ſunk into the moſt profound melan. 
choly, and conſidered myſelf as the immediate 
cauſe of his death I Joſt all reliſh for compe. 
ny, and indeed. moſt of my aquaintances nv 
ſooner perceived my change of temper, than 
they abandoned me. Horatio diſguſted at my 
inſenſibility, or which is more probable, cloyed 
with poſſeſſion, became colder and colder every 
day, till at laſt he left me altogether, without 
making any apology for his conduct; or ſecur- 
ing me againſt the miſeries of want, as a man 
of honour ought to have done, conſidering the 
e he had in my ruin; for I afterwards learn- 
cd Wat the quarre] between Lothario and him, 
was a ftory trumped. up to rid the one of my 
importunities, and give the other the enjoyment 
of my perſon, which, it ſeems, he luſted after, 
upon. ſeeing me at the houſe of my ſequcer, 
Reduced to this extremity, I curſed my own 
ſimplicity, uttered horrid imprecations againli 
| the treachery of Horatio; and as I became e. 
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very day more and more familiarized to the loſs 
of innocence, reſolved to be revenged on the 
ſex in general, by practiſing their own arts up- 
on themſelves. Nor was an opportunity long 
wanting : An old gentlewoman, under pretence: 
of ſympathizing, viſited me, and after having 
condoled with me on my misfortunes, and pro- 
ſelled a diſintereſted friendſhip, began to diſplay 
the art of her occupation, in encomiums on my 
beauty, and invectives againſt the wretch who 
had forſaken me; inſinuating withal, that it 
would be my own fault, if I did not ſtill make 
my fortune, by the extraordinary qualifications. 
with which nature had endowed me. I ſoon 
underſtood her drift, and gave her ſuch encou- 
ragement to explain herſelf, that we came to an 
agreement immediately ro divide the profits of 
my proſtitution, accruing from fuch gallants as 
ſhe ſhould introduce to my acquaintance, The 
firſt ſtroke of my diſſimulation, was practiſed. 
upon a certain J--gc, to whom I was recom- 
mended by this matron, as an innocent creature 
juſt arrived from the country; he was ſo tranſ- 
ported with my appearance and feigned ſimplici- 
ty, that he paid an hundred guineas for the poſſeſſi- 
on of me for one night only, during which I be- 
haved in ſuch a manner, as to make him perfect- 


Iv well pleaſed with his purchale.. 
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rin 


She is interrupted by a bail, who arreſts, end carries herd 


the M arſbalfea—1T accompany her bring 101 tg 
pov fre is not the fame perſon named in the wr i—the 

ail;ff is fais to give her a preſent. and d ſcharge her—ye 
ſhift our Iodging—ſhe reſumes ber flory and erds im, 
rellection thereupon—ſhe makes me acquainted with ie 
progreſs of a cemmon woman of the town-—reſulves 10 quit 


that way of life. 


EIER ſtory was here interruptcd by a rap at 


the door, which I no ſooner opened than 

three or four terrible fellows ruſhed in, one of 
whom accolted my fellow lodger thus: — “ Ma- 
dam, your ſervant you muſt do me the fa- 
* your to come along with me—lI have got a 
«writ againſt you.“ While the bailiff for ſo 
he was, ſpoke thus, his foliowers ſurroundeq the 
riſoner, and hegan to handle her very roughly. 
his treatment incenſed me ſo much, that J 


ſnatched up the poker, and would certainly 
have uſed it in defence of the lady, without any 


regard to the ſtrength and number of her ad- 
verſaries, had not ſhe begged me with a com- 
poſure of countenance, fur which I could not 
account; to uſe no violence in her behalf, which 
could be of no ſervice to her, but might be very 
detrimental to myſelf, Then turning to the 
leader of this formidable troop, ſhe deſired to 


ſee the warrant, and having peruſed it, ſaid with 


a faultering voice, i am not the perſon whoſe 
name is here mentioned; .arreft 'me at your 
« peril,” Ay, ay, madam. replied the catch- 
vppole, we ſhall prove your indentity. In the 
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mean time, whether will you be pleaſed to be 
carried to my houle or to jail?” If I muſt be 
« confined faid ſhe, I would rather have your 
© houlefor a priſon than a common jail? Well, 
well, anſwered he, if you have money enough 
in your Pocket you ſhall be entertained like a 
*« princeſs,” But when ſhe acquainted him with 
her poverty, he {wore he never gave credit, and 
ordered one of his myrmidous to call a coach to 
carry her to the Marſhalſca at once. While this 
was doing ſhe took me aſide, and bid me be un- 
der no concern on her acount, for: ſhe knew 
how to extricate herſelf from this- difficulty 
very ſoon, and perhaps gain ſomething by the 
occalion. Although ber diſcourſe was a myſte- 
ry to me, I was very well pleaſed with her 
aſiurance, and when the coach came to the door, 
offered to accompany her to piifon, to which, 
after much entreaty ſhe conſented. When we 
arrived at the gate of the Marſhalſea, our con- 
ductor aligbted, and having demanded entrance, 
preſented the writ to the turnkey, who no ſoon- 
er perceived the name of Elizabeth Cary, than 
he cried, Ah, ha! my old acquaintance Bett! 
I'm glad to ſee thee with all my heart.“ So 
ſaying, he opened the coach-door, and helped 
her to diſmount ; but when he obſerved her face, 
he ſtarted back, ſaying, * Z--ds who have we 
got here Y—- The bauliff, alarmed at this in- 
terrogation, cried with ſome emotion, Who 
* the devil ſhould it be but the priſoner, Eliza- 
© beth Cary? The turukey replied, © That E- 
* lizabeth Cary !—PII be damned if that be E- 
* lizabeth Cary more than my grandmother. 
* D--n my blood I know Bett Cary as well as 
if Lhad made her.“ Here the ladythought fit to 
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interpoſe, and tell the catchpole, if he had taken 
her word for it at firſt he might ſaved him 
and her a great deal ot trouble. It may 
be ſo (anſwered he) but by Gd, 14] hay: 
further evidence that you are not the perſc 
© before you and I part,” Fes, yes, (ſaid 
* ſhe) you ſhall have further evidence to your 
* coſt.” Upon this we adjourned into the 
lodge, and called for a bottle of wine, where 
my companion wrote a direction to two of her 
acquaintance, and begged the favour of me t9 
go to her lodgings, aud requeſt them to come 
toher immediately. I found them together at a 
houſe in Bridges- ſtreet, Drury lane, and as they 
were luckily unengaged, they ſet out with me 
in a hackney- coach without heſitation, after l 
had related the cirgumſtances of the affair, 
which flattered them with hopes of ſeeing a bai- 
liff trounced ; for there is an antipathy as natu- 
ral between whores and bailiffs, as that ſubſiſting 
between mice and cats. Accordingly, when 
they entered the lodge, they embraced the pri- 
foner very affectionately by the name of Nancy 
Williams; and aſked how long ſhe had been 
nabb'd, and for what ?—On hearing the parti- 
eulars of her adventure repeated, they offered to 
{wear before a juſtice of the peace that ſhe was 
not the perſon mentioned in the writ, whom, 
it ſeems, they all knew; but the bailiff, who 
by this time was convinced of his miſtake, told, 


Ladies, ſaid he, there's no harm done you 
©* ſhall give me leave to treat you with another 
bottle, and then we'll part friends.“ This 
propoſal was not at all reliſned by the fiſterhood ; 
and Miſs Williams told him; ſure he did no! 


them he would not put them to that trouble, , 'Y 
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imagine her ſueh a fool as to be ſatisfied with a 
paultry glaſs of ſour wine. Here the turnkey 
interrupted her, by affirming with an oath, that 

the wine was as good as ever was tipped over 

tongue, Well (continued ſhe) that may be— 

| © but was it the beſt of Champaign, it is no re- 

© compence for the damage I have ſuffered 
both in character and health, by being wrong— j 
fully dragged to jail. At this rate no inno- ; 
cent perſon is ſafe, ſince any officer of juſtice, |} 
out of malice, private pique or miſtake, may 4 
<« injure and oppreis the ſubject with impunity 
« —but thank heaven, I live uuder the protec- 
tion of laws that will not ſuffer ſuch inſults to 
« paſs unpuniſhed, and I know very well how 
© to procure redreis.” Mr Vulture (for that 
was the bailiff's name) finding he had to deal _ | 
with one who would not be impoſed upon, be- 
gan to look very ſullen and perplexed, and lean- 
ing his forehead on his hand, entered into a de- 
liberation with himſelf, which laſted a few mi- 
nutes, and then broke out into a volley of dread- 
ful curſes againſt the old b—ch our landlady, 
(as he called her) having miſinformed him. 
After much wrangling and ſwearing, the matter 
was referred to the deciſion of the turnkey, 
who calling for the other bottle, mulcted the 
bailiff in all the liquor that had been drank, 
coach-hire, and a couple of guineas for the uſe 
of the plaintiff, The money was immediately 
depoſited ; Miſs Williams gratrfied the two evi- 
| dences with one-half, and putting the other in 
her pocket, drove home with me, leaving the 


202 THE ADVENTURES OP 


the ſum, and his place to boot. This guirea 
was a very ſeaſonable relief to us, who were re. 
duced to great necefiit y, fix of my ſhirts and al. 
moſt all my cloaths, except thoſe on my back, 
being either pawned or ſold for our maintain. 
ance before this happened. As we reſented the 
behaviour of our landlady, our ſirſt care was to 
provide ourielves with another lodging, whither 
we removed next day, with an intention to kecp 
ourſelves as retired as poſſible until our cure 
ſhould be compleated When we were fixed 
in our new habitation, J entreated her to Huiſh 
the ſtory of her life, which ſhe purſued in this 
manner: | 

The ſucceſs of our experiment on the J.-ge, 
encouraged us to Practiſe the ſame deceit on o- 
thers : and my virginity was bve times fold 10 
good purpoſe ; but this harveit laſted no: long, 
my charaQter taking air and my dir ectreſs deſert- 
ing me for ſome new game, whereupon I took 
lodgings near Charivg-croſs, at two guineas per 
week, and began to entertain company in a public 


manner: But my income being too ſmall tode- 
fray my expence, I was obliged to retrench, 


and enter into articles with the porters ofcertain 
taverns, who undertook to find employment e- 
nough for me, provided I would ſhare my profits 
with them. Accordingly, I was almoſt every night 
engaged with company, among whom I was ex- 
poſed to every mortification, danger, and abuſe 
that flow from drunkenneſs, brutality, and dil- 
caſe. How miſerable is the condition of a cour- 
tezan, whoſe buſineſs is to ſooth, ſuffer, and obey 
the dictates of rage, infolence, and Juſt !—As 
my ſpirit was not ſufficiently humbled to the 


will, nor my temper calculated for the con- 
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verſation of my gallants, it was impoſſible 
for me to overcome an averhon I felt for my 
profeſſion, which manifeſted itſelf in a ſettled 
gloom on my countenance, and diſguſted theſe 
ſons of mirth and riot ſo much, that I was 
frequently ufed in a ſhocking manner, and kicked 
down ſtairs with diſgrace. The meſſengers ſee- 
ing me difagreeable to their benefactors and em- 
ployers, ſeldom troubled me with a call, and Ibe- 
gan to find myſelf almoſt totally neglected. To 
contribute towards my ſupport, I was fain tofell 


my watch, rings, trinkets, with the belt part of my 


cloaths; and I was one evening muſing myſclf on 
the miſery before me, when received a meſſage 
from a bagnto, whither | repaired in a chair, 
and was een to a gentleman dreſſed like 
an officer, with whom 1 ſup ped a fete a fete, in a 
ſumptuous manner, and aſter drinking a hearty 
ol aſs of champaign went to bed. In the morn- 
ing when I awoke, I found my gallant had got up, 
| and drawing aſide the curtain, could not perceive 
him in the room; this gave me ſome uneaſineſs; 
but as he might Wer retired on ſome necceſſary 
occaſion, I waited a full hour for his return, 
and then in the greateſt perplexity got up, and 
rang the bell. When the waiter came to the 
door, he found it locked, anddeſired admittance, 
which I granted, after obſerving with great ſur- 
prize, that the key remained on the inſide, as 
when we went to bed-- I no ſooner enquired 
for the captain, than the fellow, ſtaring with a 
diſtracted look, cried, How, Madam! is he 
not a-bed ? And when he was ſatisfied as to 
that, ran into a cloſet adjoining to the chamber, 
the window of which he found open. Thro? 


this the adventurer had got upon a wall, from 


— 


. r vp 2 2 5 
$ 23 Po ned % 3 — 
2 * ' ; — 5 Ss 


—_—_— 


« "gr 


4 ——— K * ů — EPI CE — 
3 r — 


92888ͤ1 3 

fs * cw. * — — == 0 
— F tro <a . 2 = , — 
_ = i 85 Ae 7 7 -- = 
e — io 
— 


* 
— 4 
|. nt 


. 
— 
2 bo 


—— 


— 
- 
Z 3 5 
: 2 
* - * . 
8 5 . Ones — . 
3 2 ge 14 3 . — ae N 
„ we * 25 = 92 „ - 1 rf WE Te with 1 — 
* LEES ety” - $a — yy PE — wi #-> 1 —— rm = hn 
-- — 
— 1 
is. etna 


> 


ah. 4 


* 
o_ 
— 
m 1 
2 — 2 —__ 
= — N $e Pc — > 


—— 
* 
— 
ON 
ä =. R 22 8 s 
- : 
Ve LO, og os A Oe 
5 5 A "2 3 ö 
< 22 1 
934 
— 
— 


3 — 72 ws 

=; 

* * r 
2 wg 


gr bs 2 


, 
"1 b 


—— RI 


204 THE ADVENTURES Oy 


whence he dropped down into a court, and ef. 


caped leaving me to be anſwerable, not on] 
for the reckoning, but alſo for a large filver 


tankard and poſſet. bowl, which he had carried 


off with him. It is ;:mpoſſible to deſcribe the con. 
ſternation I was under, when I ſaw myſelf de- 
tained as a thief's accomplice, (for I was looked 
upon in that light) and carried before a juſtice, 


who miſtaking my contuſion for a ſign of guilt, - 


committed me, after a ſhort examination, to 
Bridewell, having adviſed me as the only means 
to ſave my life, to turn evidence, and impeach 
my confederate. I now concluded the vengeance 
of Heaven had overtaken me, and that I muſt 
foon finiſh my career by an ignominious death. 


This reflection ſunk ſo deep into my foul, that 


J was for ſome days deprived of my reaſon, and 
actually believed myſelf in hell, tormented by 


Hends : Indeed there needs not a very extrava- 


ant imagination to form that conjeQure : for 
of all the ſcenes on earth, that of Bridewell 
approaches neareſt the idea I had always enter- 
tained of the infernal regions. Here I ſaw no- 
thing but rage. anguiſh, and impiety ; and 
heard nothing but groans, curſes, and blaſphe- 
my. In the widſt of this helliſh crew, I was ſub- 
jected to the tyranny of a barbarian, who impo- 


fed upon me taſks that I could not poſſibly per- 


form, and then puniſped my incapacity with the 


utmoſt rigour and inhumanity. 1 was often 
whipt 1 into a ſwoon, and laſhed out of it, during 
which miſerable intervals, I was robbed by my 
fellow priſoners of every thing about me, even 
to my cap, ſhoes, and ſtockings : 1 was not only 
deſtitute uf neceſſaries, but even of food, ſo that 
my wret:hedneſs was extreme. Not one of my 
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acquaintance to whom I imparted my ſituation, 
would grant me the leaft ſuccour or regard; on 
pretence of my being committed for theft ; and 
my landlord. refuſed to part with ſome of my 


- 
PPP 


own cloaths which I ſent for, becauſe I was in- 1 
debted to him for a week's lodging. Over- i 


whelmed with calamity, I grew deſperate, and 
reſolved to put an end to my grievances and life 
together; for this purpoſe J got up in the mid- 
dle of the night, when I thought every body a- 
round me aſleep, and fixing one end of my hand- 
kerchief to a large hook in the ceiling, that ſup- 
ported the ſcales on which the hemp is weighed, I 
ttood upon a chair, and making a nooſe on the 
other end, put my neck into it, with an intenti- 
on to hang myſelf; but before I could adjuft 
the knot, 1 was ſurprized and prevented by two 
women who had been awake all the while, and 
ſuſpected my deſign. In the morning my at- 


tempt was publiſhed among the priſoners, and 1 
puniſhed with thirty ſtripes, the pain of which e 
co-operating with my diſappointment and dif- 17 BR 
grace bereft me of my ſenſes, and threw me in- 3 
to an exſtacy of madneſs, wherein I tore the 1 
fleſn from my bones with my teeth, and daſhed 1 
my head againſt the pavement. So that they _ os! 
were obliged to ſet a watch over me, to reſtrain I "8 
me from doing further miſchief to myſelf and 1 
others. This fit of frenzy continued three 1 ſ 
days, at the end of which I grew calm and 1 
ſullen; but as the deſire of making away with 1 
myſelf ſtill remained, 1 came to a determina- . 


tion of flarving myſelf to death, and with 7705 of 
that view. refuſed. all ſuſtenance. Whether it | 
was owing to the want of oppoſition, or to-weak= " 

neſs of nature, I know not, but on the ſecond | 
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day of my faſt, I found my reſolution conſiders. 
bly impaired, aud the calls of hunger almoſt in. 
ſupportable. At this critical juncture, a lady 
was brought into the priſon with » hom I had 
contracted an acquaintance while I lived with 
Horatio; ſhe was then on the ſame footing as [ 
was, but afterwards quarrelling with her gal- 
lant, and not finding another tv her mind, al. 
tered her ſcheme of life, add ſet up a coſſce. 
houſe among the hundreds of Drury, where ſhe 
entertained Zentlemen with claret, arrack, and 


the choice of half a dozen damſels, who lived 


in her houſe. This ſerviceable matron, having 


neviected to gratify a certain | -ce for the con- 


niv.nce ſhe enjoyed, was indifted atthe quarter- 
{ei ons, in conſequence of which her bevy was 
d: bats; and herſelf committed to Bridesch. 
Shc had not been long there, before ſhe had 
I. ed my difaiter, and coming up to me, after 
A C0 an ent of condolence, enquired into the 
Pp: iculars of my fate: While wc were engage 
in «{i{couſe together, the maſter coming up, 
told nie, that the fellow on whoſe account I had 
fuffered was taken, that he had confefied the 
theft, aud cleared me of any concern in the af- 
fair; to! -which reaſon he, the maſter, had orders 


to charge me, and that I was from that mo- 


ment free. This pigce of news ſoon baniſhed all 
thoughts of death. und had ſueh an inftantane- 
os Fect on my countenance, that Mrs Coupler, 


the lady then preſent, Twopiny to find her account 
in me, very generouſly offered to furniſh me with 


what neceflaries I wanted, and take me into her 
own houſe, as ſoon as ſhe could compromiſe 
matters with the J—ces. The conditions of her 
oller were, that I ſhould pay three guineas week- 
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ly for my board, and a reaſonable conſideration 
belides, for the ule of fuch cloaths and orna- 
ments as ſhe ſhould ſupply me with, to be de- 
ducted from the firſt profits of my embraces, 
Theſe were hard terms; but not to be rejceted 
by one who was turned out helpleis and naked 
into the wide world, without a friend to pity or 
aſſiit her. I therefore embraced her propotal, 
aud ſhe being bailed in a few hows, took me 
home with her in a coach. As 1 was by this 
time conicious of having formerly d:tgutted my 
admirers by my reſerved and haughty behavicer, 
I now endeavoured to conquer that aiſpolitiung 
and the ſudden change of mv fortune giving me 
a flow of ſpirits, I appeared in the moſt winning 

ad gay manner I could aſſume. Having thc ads 
vantage of a good voice and education over mo 
of my rivals, J exerted my talents to the utter» 
molt, and ſoon became the favourite with all 
company. This ſucceſs alarmed the pride and jca- 
louſy of Mrs Coupler, who could not bear the 
thoughts of being eclipſed : She therefore made 
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0 
a merit of her envy, and whiſpered about ke 0 
among the cuſtomers, that I was unſound, 1 
There needed no more to ruin my reputation, 1 
and blaſt my proſperity ; every body ſhun- 1 
ned me with marks of averſion aud di dain, 1 
and in a very ſhort time I was as ſolitatry as 4 288 
ever. Want of gallants was attended with 1 1 
want of money to ſatisfy my malicious land- \ 422108 
lady, who having purpoſely given me ercdit bY 
to the amount of eleven pounds, took out a 1 
writ againſt me, and I was arreſted in her own Ei fo 
houſe. Though the room was crowded with ET 
people, when the bailiff entered, not one of them 1 


had compaſſion enough to eine to mollify my 
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proſecutrix, far leſs to pay the debt; they even 
laughed at my tears, and one of them bid me be 
of good chear, for I ſhould not want admirers in 
Newgate. At that inſtant a ſea-lieutenant came 
in, and ſeeing my plight, began to enquire into 
the circumſtances of my misfortune, when this 
wit adviſed him to keep clear of me, for I was a 
fire ſhip A fire-ſhip! replied the ſailor, more 
* like a poor galley in diſtreſs, that has been 
© boarded by ſuch a fire-ſhip as you; if fo be 
© that be the caſe, ſhe ſtands in more need of af. 
© fiſtance. Harkee, my girl, how far have You 
© over-run the conſtable? -I told him that the 
debt amounted to eleven pounds beſides the ex- 
pence of the writ. 5 An' that be all, ſaid;he, you 
* ſhan't go to the bilboes this bout.“ And 
taking out his purſe, paid the money, diicharged 
the bailiff, and telling me I had got into the 
wrong port, advifed me to ſeek out a more con- 
venient harbour, where I could be ſafely hove 
adown, for which pygpoſe he made me a preſent 
of five guineas more. I was ſo touched with this 
fingular piece of generoſity, that for ſome time! 
had no power to thank him. However, as 
ſoon as J had recollected myſelf, I begged thefa- 
vour of him to go with me to the next tavern, 
where I explained the nature of my diſaſter, and 
convinced him of the falſehood of what was re- 
ported to my prejudice ſo effectually, that he 
from that moment attached himſelf to me; and 
we lived in great harmony together until he was 
obliged to go tofea, where he periſhedin a ſtorm. 
Having loft my benefaQor, and almoſt conſumed 
the remains of his bounty, I ſaw myſelf in 
danger of relapſing into my former neceſſity, and 


began to be very uneaſy at the proſpect of bailifis 


on 
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and jails; — when one of the filterhood, a little 
Mic adviſed me to take lodgings in a part of the 
town where I was unknown, and paſs for an 
heireſs, which might entrap ſome body to be my 
huſband, who would poſſibly be able to allow me 

a handſome maintenance, or at worſt ſcreen me 
from the dread and danger of a pr ton, by be- 
coming liable for whatever debts I ſhould con- 
tract, I approved of this ſcheme, towards the 
execution of which my companion clubbed her 
wardrobe, and undertook to live with me in 
quality of my maid; with the proviſo, that ſhe 
ſod be reimburſed and handſomely conſidered 
out of the prolits of my ſucceſs. She was imme— 
diately detached to look out for a convenient 
place, and that very day hired a genteel apart- 
ment in Park&-ſtreet, whither I moved in a coaclr 
loaded with her baggage and my own, I made 
wy firſt appearance in a blue riding habit trim- 
med with filver; and my maid acted her part ſo 
artfully, ants WA day or two, my fame was {pread 
all over the neighbourhood, and I was faid to be 
a rich heireſs juſt arrived from the country. 
This report brought a ſwarm of gay young fel- 
lows about me; but I ſoon found them out to be 
all indigent enters its myſelf, who crowd- 
ed to me like crows to a Carrion, with a view of 
prey ing upon my fortune, I maintained how- 
erer the appearance of wealth as long as poſſible, 
in hopes of gaining ſome admirer, more for my 


RAT: 1 
N — 
L ee Te + en ee 2 * ES. 
— 3 — * TE G — 1 * 
* « "I 3 - 
” 2. Wenner « 
* 2 by = — 


1 


K 5 — —_— — 
„ — - a vom — On z * ” 3 — . A = <a 0 — 
2 . 3 3 1 4 - . - — LPR . 
. 2 — — — me — CESS * T4 et TIE on oy — 2 * * — 8 
r 3 * * ea 8 m— man + x oe hens we — 3 my . we —— 
— — 1 5 7 1 - . * — 
. 22 Smog . * 9 3 i 
- R Ht 2 - 


— hs 

TT 
On 
Fe. 


—— — TI e 


af 


purpoſe ; and at length, I attracted the regard of 
one who would have ſatisfied my wiſhes, and ma- 
naged matters fo well that a day was actually fixed 
for our nuptials: In the interim, he begged leave 
tointroducean intimate friend to me, 0 re- 
queſt, as I could not refuſe, I had the extreme 
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mortification and ſurprize, toſee next night in that 
friend, my old keeper Horatio, who no ſooner 
beheld me, than he changed colour; but had 
preſence of mind enough to advance and ſalute 
me, bidding me (with a low voice) be under no 
apprehenſion, for he would not expoſe me, — 
In ſpite of this aſſuranee, I could not recover 
myſelf ſo far, as to entertain them, but withdrew 
to my chamber on pretence of a ſevere head-ach, 


to the no ſmall concern of my adorer, who took 


his leave in the tendereſt manner, and went of 
with his friend. | 

Having imparted my ſituation to my compa- 
nion, ſhe found it high time for us to decamp, 
and that without any noiſe, becauſe we were not 
only indebted to our landlady, but alſo to ſevera! 


Tradeſman in the neishbourhood. Our retreat 


O Þ n 
(therefore) was eoncerted and executed in this 


manner: Having packed up all our cloaths and 
moveables in ſmall parcels, ſhe (on pretence of 
fetching cordials for me) carried them at ſeveral 
times, to the houfe of an acquaint ance, where 
ſhe likewiſe procured a lodging, to which we re- 
tired in the middle of the night, opening the 
ftreet-door, when every other body in the houſe 
was aſleep. I was now obliged to aim at lower 
game, and accordingly ſpread my net among 
trades people; but found them all too phleg- 


matic or cautious for my art and attractions; 


till at laſt I became acquainted with you, on 
whom I practiſed all my dexterity, not that I 
believed you had any fortune or expeRation of 
one, but that I might transfer the burthen-of ſuch 
debts as I had incurred or conld contract, from 
myſelf to another, and at the ſame time, avenge 
myſelf of your ſex, by rendering miſerable one, 
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who bore ſuch reſemblance to the wretch who 
ruined me; — but heaven preſerved you from 
my ſnares, by the diſcovery you made, which was 
owing to the negligence of my maid, in leaving 
the chamber-door unlocked, when ſhe went to 
buy ſugar for breakfaſt. "The perſon in bed 
with me, was a gentleman whom I had allured 
the night before, as he waiked homeward pretty 
much elevated with liquor; for by this time, my 
condition was ſo low, that I was forced to turn 
out in the twitght, to the ſtreets, in hopes of 
prey. When I found myſelf detected and for- 
ſaken by you, I was fain to move my lodging, 
and dwell two pair of ſtairs higher than before. 
My companion being diſappointed in her expec- 
tations, left me to trade upon her own bottom, 
and I had no other reſource, tkan to venturs 
forth like the owls, in the dark, to pick up a 
precarious and uncemfortable ſubſiſtence. I have 
often ſauntered between Ludgate hill and Cha- 
ring-crols, a whole winter's night, expoſed not 
only to the inclemency of the weather, but like- 
wile to the rage of hunger and thirſt, without 
being ſo happy as to meet with one cully; then 
creep up to my garret in adraggled condition, 
ſneak-to bed, and try to bury my appetite and 
ſorrows in ſleep. When I lighted on ſome rake or 
tradeſman reeling home drunk, I frequently ſut- 
fered the moſt brutal treatment, in ſpite of which 
1 was obliged to affect gaiety and good humour, 


diſdain, and my heart loaded with grief and af- 
fliction. In the courſe of theſe nocturnal ad- 
ventures, I was infected with the diſeaſe, that in 
a ſhort time rendered me the object of my own 
abhorrence, and drove me to the retreat where 


though my ſoul was ſtung with reſentment and 
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vour benevolence reſcued me from the jaws of 
death, 

So much candour and good ſenſe appeared in 
this lady's narration, that I made no ſeruple ot 
believing every ſyllable of what ſhe ſaid ; and 
expreſſed my aſtoniſhment at the variety cf mi- 

feries ſne had undergone in ſo little time; For all 
her misfortunes had happened within che com. 
paſs of two years, I compared her lituation 
with my own, and found it a thouſand times more 
wretched: 1 had endured hardſhips 'tis true; 
my whole life had been a ſeries of uch, and when 
I looked forward, the proſpect was not much bet. 
tered— but then, they were become habitual to 
me, and conſequently, Icould beer them with 
leſs difficulty — If one ſcheme of life ſhould not 
ſucceed, I could have recourſe to another, and ſo 
to a third, veering about to a thouſand different 
ſhiſts, according to the emergencies of my fate, 
without forfeiting the dignity of my character, 
beyond a power of retrieving it, or ſubjecting my- 
ſelf wholly to the caprice and barbarity of the 
world. On the other hand, ſhe had known and 
reliſned the ſweets of proſperity, ſhe had been 
brought up under the wings of an indulgent pa- 
rent, in all the delicacies to which her fex and 
rank intitled her; and without any extravagance 
of hope, entertained herſelf with the view of 
uninterrupted happineſs through the whole ſcene 
of life. How fatal then, how tormenting, how 
intolerable muſt her reverſe of fortune be! a 
reverſe, that not noly robs her of theſe external 
comforts, and plunges her into all the miſeries 
of want, but alſo murders her peace of mind, 
and entails upon her the curſe of eternal infamy! 
Of all profeſſions I pronounced that of a cour- 
tezan the moſt deplorable, and her of all cour- 
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tezans the moſt unhappy. She allowed my 


obſcrvation to be juſt in the main, but at the ſame 
time, affir med, that notwithitanding the diſgra- 
ces which had fallen to her ſhare; ſhe had not 
been ſo unlucky in the condition of a proſtitute 
as many others of the ſame community. I have 
often ſeen (ſaid ſne) while I firolled about the 
* {treets at midnight, a number of naked wretch- 
* es reduced to raps and filth, huddled together 
like ſwine in the corner of a dark alley; ſome 
© of whom, but eighteen months before, I had 
* known the favourites of the town, roll- 
ing in affluence, and plittering in all the 
* pomp of equipage and dreſs.“ And indeed 
the gradation is eaſily conceived ; the moſt 
faſhionable woman of the town is as liable 
to contagion, as one in a much humbler ſphere ; 
ſhe infects her admirers, her ſituation is pub- 
lic, ſhe is avoided, neglected, unable to ſupport 
ker uſnal appearance, which however ſhe ſtrives 
to maintain as long as poſſible ; her credit fails, 
ſhe is obliged to retrench and become a night- 
walker, her malady gains ground, ſhe tampers 
with her conſtitution and ruins it; her complec- 
tion fades, ſhe grows nauſeous to every body, 
finds herſelf reduced to a ftarving condition, 1s 
tempted to pick pockets, is detected, committed 
to Newgate, where ſhe remains in a miſerable 
condition, 'till ſhe is diſcharged, becauſe the 
plaintiff appears not to proſecute her. Nobody 
will afford her lodging, the ſymptoms of her diſ- 
temper are grown outragious, ſhe ſues to be 
admitted into an hoſpital, where ſhe is cured at 
the expence of her noſe; ſhe is turned out naked 
into the ſtreets, depends upon the addreſſes of 
the canaille, is fain to allay the rage of hunger 
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and cold with gin, degenerates into a ſtage gf 

brutal inſenſibility, rots and dies upon a dung hill, 

Miſerable wretch that I am! perhaps the lame 

horrors are decreed for me !—* No cricd he, 

after ſome pauſe, I ſhall never live to ſuch 

extremity of diitreſs ! mine own hand {hall 
open a way for my deliverance, before I arrive 
at that forlorn period !'— Her condition filled 
me with ſympathy and compaſſion ; I revered 
her qualifications, looked upon her as unfortu— 
nate, not criminal ; and attended her with 
ſuch care and ſucceſs, that, in leſs than two 
months, her health, as well as my own, was per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed. As we often conferred upon 
our mutual affairs, and interchanged advice; a 
thouſand different projects were formed, which, 
upon further canvaſſing, appeared impracticabſe. 
We would have gladly gone to ſervice, but who 
would take us in without recommendation ? At 
length an expedient occurred to her of which ſhe 
intended to lay hold ; and this was, to procure, 
with the firſt money ſhe ſhould earn, the homely 
garb of a country wench, go to ſome village at a 
good diſtance from town, and come up in a 
waggon, as a freſh girl for ſervice : by which 
means ſhe might be provided for in a manner 
much more ſuitable to her inclination, than he: 
preſent way of life, | 
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am reduced to great miſery—ecſſaulted on Tower-hill by a 
preſs gaug, who put me on board a tender—my tage 
there—my arrival on beard of the Thunder man of war, 
where 1 am put in irons, and afterwards releaſed by the 
good offices of Mr Thomſon, who recommends me as aſ- 
ſiſtunt to the ſurgeon—he relates his own ſtory, and makes 
me acquainted with the characters of the captain, ſurgeon, 
aud fir/t male, | 


APPLAUDED the reſolution of Miſs Wil— 

liams, who, a few days after, was hired in 
quality of bar-keeper, by one of the ladies who 
bad witneſſed in her behalf at the Marſhalſea : 
and who fince that time had got credit with a 
wine- merchant, whole favourite ſhe was, to ſet 
up a convenient houſe of her own. Thither my 
fellow-lodger repaired, after having taken leave 
of me, with a torrent of tears, and a thouſand 
proteitations of eternal gratitude ; aſſuring me 
the would remain in this new ſituation no longer 


than till ſhe could pick up money ſufficient to 


put her other deſigu in execution, 

As for my own part, I faw uo reſource but 
the army or navy, between which I heſitated, 
ſo long, that I found myſelf redueed to a ſtar- 
ving condition. My ſpirit began to accommo- 
date itſelf to my beggarly fate, and T became 
ſo mean, as to go. down towards Wapping, 
with an intention to enquire for an old ſchool— 
fellow of mine, who (I underltood) had got the 
command of a {mall coaſting veſſel, then in the 
river, aud implore his aſſiſtance. But my de- 
ſtiny prevented this abject piece of behaviour; 
for as | croſſed Tower-wharf, a ſquat tawney 
fellow, with a hanger by his fide, and a cud- 
gel in his hand, came up to me calling, * Yo 
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he! brother, you mult come along with me, 
As I did not like his appearance, inſtead of an. 
ſwering his ſalutation, I quickened my pace, in 
hopes of ridding myſelf of his company; which 
he perceiving, whiſtled aloud, and immediately 
another ſailor appeared before me, who laid 
hold of me by the collar, and began to drag 
me along, Not being of a humour to reliſ 
ſuch treatment, I diſengaged myſelf of the af. 
ſailant, and with one blow of my cudgel, late 
him motiovlels on the ground: and perceiving 
my ſelf ſurrounded in a trice, by ten or a dezen 
more, exerted myſelf with ſuch dexterity and ſuc- 
ceſs, that ſome of my opponents were fain to attack 
me with drawn cutlaſſes; and after an obflinate 
engagement, in which I received a large wound 
on the head, and another on my left cheek, I was 
diſarmed, taken priſoner, and carried on board 
a preſſing tender; where, after being pintone( 
like a malefaQtor, I was thruſt down into the hold 
among a parcel of myferable wretches, the fight 
of whom well nign diſtracted me. As the com. 
manding othcer had not humanity enough toorder 
my wounds to be dreſſed, and I could not uſe my 
own hands, I deſired one of my fellow-captives, 
who was unfettered, to take a handkerchief out 
of my pocket, and tie it round my head to ſtop 
the bleeding. He pulled out my handkerchief, 
{'tis true) but inſtead of applying it to the uſefoc 
which I deſigned it, went to the grating of the 
hatchway, and with aſtoniſhing compoſure, ſold 
it before my face to a bum-· boat · woman“ then on 
board, for a quart of gin, with which he treare: 


* A bum-boat-uoman is one who ſells bread, cheeſe 
greens, liquor, and freth provifions to the ſajlors, in 4 
{mall boat that lics a long fide of the ſhip. 


RODERICK RANDOM. "833 


his companions, regardleſs of my e 
and intreaties. 

I complained greatly of this robbery to the 
midſhipman on deck, telling him at the ſame 
time, that unleſs my hurts were dreſſed, I ſhould 
bleed to death. But compeſſion was a weakneſs 
ef which no man could juſtly accuſe this perſon, 
who ſquiting a mouthful cf diſſolved tobaceo 
upon me, through the gratings, told me * 1 was 
* a mutinous dog, and that 1 might die and be 
© damn'd. Find ding there was no other reme- 
dy, I appealed to patience, and laid up this u- 
ſage in my memory to be recalled at a fitter 
ſeaſon. In the mean time, loſs of blood, vexati- 
on, and want of food, contributed, with the 
noiſome ſtench of the place, to throw me into a 
ſwoon ; out of which l was recovered by a tweak 
of the noſe, adminiſtered by the tar who ſtood 
.centine] over us, who at the ſame time regaled 
me with a draught of flip, and comſorted me 
with the hopes of being put on board of the 
Thunder next day, where 1 ſhould be freed from 
hand-cuffs, and cured of my wounds by the doc- 
tor. I no ſooner heard him name the Thunder, 
than I aſked, if he had belonged to that ſhip 
long; and he giving me to underſtand, he had 
belonged to her five Fours; I enquired if he 
knew lieutenant Bowling? — “ Know heutenant 
'+ Bowling {ſaid he) —odds my life! and that 1 
* doz—and a good ſeaman he is, as ever ſtept 
© upon forecaille, —and a brave fellow as ever 
* crack”'t biſket ; —none of your Guinea- pigs ;— 
nor your freſh water, wifhy waſhy fair-weather 
fowls. Many a taught gale of wind has ho- 
neſt Tom Bowling and I weathered together. 
Here's his health with all my heart, where. 
Vor. * E e 
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ever he is, a loft or a low in heaven or 
© hell-—all's one for that —he needs not he x. 
* ſhamed to ſhew himſelf.“ I was fo much af. 
fected with this elogium, that I could not re. 
frain from telling him I was lieutenant Bowling“ 
kinſman, at which he expreſſed an inc ination 99 
ſerve me, and when he was relieved, brought 
ſome cold boiled beef in a platter and biſcuit, 
on which we ſupped plentifully, and afterward; 
drank another can of flip together. While we 
were thus engaged, he recounted a great man 
exploits of my uncle, who (I found) was very 
mech beloved by the ſhip's company, and pitiee 4 
for the misfortune that happened to him in Hit. 
panioja, which I was very glad to be informe! 
was not ſo great as I imagined; for captain 
Oakhum had recovered of his wounds, and actu- 
ally at that time, commanded the ſhip. Having 
by accident, in my pocket my uncle's letter 
written from Port Louis, J gave it my benefac- 
tor (whoſe name was Jack Rattlin) for his per- 
uſal; but honeſt Jack told me frankly, he could 
not read, and deſired to know the contents, 
which I immediately communicated : When he 
heard that part of it in which he ſays, he had wrote 
to his landlord in Deal; he cried, * Body o' me! 
that was old Ben Block ihe was dead beforc 
© the letter came te hand Ey, ey, had Pen 
been alive, lieutenant Bowling would have had 
no occalion to ikulk ſo long. Honeſt Ben was 
the lirſt man that taught him to hand, reef, 
and ſteer. Well, well, we muſt all die, that's 
certain, we' 418 — all come to port ſooner or 
later, —at ſea or on ſhore; we muſt be fat 
moored one day, death's like the beſt bow:r 
anchor, as the ſaying is, it will bring us all up · 
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could not but gn iſy my approbatien of the 
jultneſs of Jack's reilections ! and enquired into 
the eccalion of the quarrel between captain Cak- 
hum, and my uncle, which he explained in this 
manner. Captain Oakhum, to be ſure, is a 
good man e -—-DEb des he's m y command- 
er z but what's that to me ?—1 do my duty, 
and value no man's anger of a rope's end, 
Now the report goes, as how he is a lord's or 
baron knight s brother, whereby (d'ye ſee me) 
© he carries a flraight arm, and keeps aloof from 
is ollicers, bez may hap, they may be as 
good men in the main as he. Now we lying 
© at ancher in Tiberoon -bay, heutenant Bowling 
© had the ri watch, 150 as he always kept 
© a good look out, he made (d'ye fee) three 
6 lights in the ofing, whereby he ran down to 
© the great cabin for orders, and found the ca 
* tain aſleep 3 whereupon he awaked him, which 
put him in a main high paſſion, and he {wore 
© woundGily at the 1 and called him a 
+ louſy Scotch fon of a whore, {for I being then 
© centinel in the ſteerage, h teardall) and ſwab and 
© ſwabbard, whereby the lieutenant returned the 
© ſalute, and they jawed together fore and aſt a 
good ſpell, till at laſt the captain turned ont, 
© and laying hold of a rattan, came athwart Mr 
* Bowling's quarter; whereby he told the cap- 
© tain, that it he was not his commander, he 
© would heave him over-board and demand ſa-— 
* tisfaction a-ſhore, whereby in the morning 
* watch, the captain went a-ſhore in the pinnace, 
© and afterward the heutenant carried the cutter 
© a-ſhore ; and fo they leaving the boats crews 
on, their oars, went away together; and ſo 
En ſee) in leſs than a quarter of an hour we 


r 
e * 


* — £ + - « * ee 4 _ 
—— * god 1 "<< 44 1 - — 2 2 
7 p 4 » = a _ 2 2 . 2 * * W 7 8 
5 * . BE 0 5 EY” ” : - L N £ - 92 2 2 — EE oo” — 
* A IB — * « ut + Ae. ＋ 4. . * TR 8 2 0 : P — 7 — 
rn Fon, — 2 4 — — 22 — o RS — ” * Sh 7 nat Ws . 
y A IE — Xa — bo 4 Roden Gar” ee . 00 - K 0 8 * —7 x 
44. 8 1 4 * F c & = ” — . 
- : — > — * — mh 3 4 —_ . - Bo + 5 
” - * — 2 a 


— — n 
- 8 =_ 24 2 
— 9 * 


— <3 mug N 
— - -_ ay 2 


. 
3 


FF 
Y 22 8 Pb 
<a gt et 
N — 4 3 
. 8 * 
* ; — — 


* 


220 THE ADVENTURES OF 


* heard firing, whereby we made for the place, 
and found the captain lying wounded on the 
beach, and ſo brought him on board to the 
doQor, who cured him in lefs than fix weeks, 
But the heutenant clapt on all the ſail he could 
bear, and had got far enough a-head before we 
knew any thing of the matter; ſo that we 
could never after get fight of him, for which 
we were not ſorry, becauſe the captain was 
mainly wroth, and would certainly have done 
him a miſchief ;— for he afterwards cauſed him 
* to be run on the ſhip's books, whereby he loſt 
Rall his pay, and if he ſhould be taken, would 
© be tried as a deſerter.“ 

This account of the captain's behaviour gave 
me no advantageous idea of his character; and I 
could not help lamenting my own fate, that had 
ſubjected me to ſuch a commander. However 
making a virtue of neceſſity, I put a good face 
on the matter, and next day was with the other 
preſſed men put on board the Thunder lying at 
the Nore—When we came along-fde, the mate 
who guarded us thither, ordered my hand- cuffs 
to be taken off, that I might get on board the 
eater ; which being perceived by ſome of the 
company who flood upon the gangboards to fee 
us enter, one of them called to Jack Rattlin, who 
was buſied in doing this friendly office for me; 
Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley have you 
* boarded in the river as you came along? Have 
* we' not thieves enough among us already! 
Another obſerving my wounds, which ſtil] re- 
mained expoſed to the air, told me my ſeams were 
uncauked, and that I muſt be new paid. A 
third, ſeeing my hair clotted together with blood, 
as it were, into diſtinct cords, took notice that 
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my "LEM were manned with red ropes inſtead. of. 
my fide. —A fourth aſked me if I could not keep 
my yards ſquare without iron braces? and.in 
ſhort, a thouſand witticiſms of the ſame nature, 
were paſſed upon me, before I could get up the 
ſhip's fide. Aſter we had been all entered upon 
the books, I enquired of one of my ſhip- mates 
where the ſurgeon was, that | might have my 
wounds dreſſed, and had actually got as far as 
the middle deck (for our ſhip carried eighty 


guns) in my way to the cock-pit, when | was 


met by the fame midſhipman who had uſed me 
ſo bar barouſly in the tender - He ſeeing me free 
from my chains, atked, with an inſolent air, who 
had releaſed me? To this I fooliſhly anſwered 
with a countenance that too plainly declared the 
Rate of my thoughts; Whoever did it, I am 
perſuaded they did not conſult you in the affair', 
—T had no fooner uitered theſe words than he 
eried, * D—n you, you ſaucy ſon of a b—eh, 
© PII teach you to talk ſo to your officer.“ 80 
laying, he beſtowed on me ſeverai-ſevere ſtripes, 
with a ſupple Jack he had in his hand; and go- 
ing to the commanding officer made ſuch a re- 
port of me, that I was immediately put in irons 
by the maſter at arms, and a centinel placed o- 
ver me. Honeſt Rattlin, as ſoon as he heard of 
my condition, came to me, and adminittered all 
the conſolation he could, and then went to the 
ſurgeon in my behalf, who ſent one of his mates 
to dreſs my wounds. This mate was no other 
than my old friend Thomſon, with whom I be- 
came acquainted at the Navy office, as before- 
mentioned. If I knew him at firſt ſight, it was 
not fo eafy for him to recognize me, disfigured 


with blood and dirt, and altered by the miſery I 
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had undergone. Unknown as I was to him, he 
{urveyed me with looks of compaſſion, and hang. 
led my ſores with. great tenderneſs. When he 
had applied what he thought proper, and was 
about to leave me, L aſked him if my misfortune; 
had diſguiſed me ſo much, that he could not re. 
colle& my face ? Upon this he obſerved me with 
great earneſtneſs for ſome time, and at laſt pro- 
teſted he could not recollect one feature of my 
countenance. To keep him no longer in ſuf. 
pence, I told him my name: which when he 
heard, he embraced me with affection, and pro- 
feſſed his ſorrow in ſecing me in ſuch a diſagree- 
able ſituation. I made him acquainted with my 
Rory, and when he heard how inhamancly I had 
been uſed in the tender, he left me abruptly, aſ. 
ſuring me he would ſee me again ſoon. I had 
ſcarce time to wonder at his ſudden departure, 
when the maſter at arms came to the place of 
my confinement, and bid me follow him to the 
quarter- deck, where | was examined by the firſt 
heatenant, who commanded the ſhip in the ab— 
ſence of the captain, touching the treatment [ 
had received in the tender from my friend the 
mid{hipman who was preſent to confront me.— 
I recounted the particulars of his behaviour to 
me, not only in the tender, but ſince my being 
on board the ſhip, part of which being proved by 
the evidence of Jack Rattlin and others, who 
had no great devotion for my oppreſior, I was 
diſcharged from confinement to make way for him, 
who was delivered to the maſter at arms to take 
his turn in the Bilboes. And this was not the 
only ſatisſacton I injoyed, for 1 was at the requeſt 
of the ſurgeon, exempted from all other duty, than 
that of alliting his mates in making and admini- 


— 
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ſtering medicines to thefick. This good office I 
owed tothe friendſhip of Mr Thomſon who had 
re preſented mein 5 2 favourable light to the ſur- 
geon, that he demanded me of the lieutenant, to 
'# ply the place of his third mate who was lately 
dead. When J had obtained this favour, my triend 
Thomſon carried me down tothe cock-pit, which 
is the place allotted for the habitation of the ſur- 
geon's mates: And when he had ſhewn me their 

birth (as he called it) I was filled with aſtoniſh- 
ment and horror. We deſcended by divers lad— 
ders to a ſpace, as dark as a dungeon, which I 
underſtood was immerſed ſeveral feet under water, 
being immediately above the hold: I had no ſoon- 
er approached this diſmal gulph, than my noſe 
was ſaluted with an intolerable ſtench of putrified 
cheeſe, and rancid butter, that iſſued from an apart- 
ment atthe foot of the ladder, reſembling a chand- 
ler's ſhop, where, by the faint glimmering of a 
candle, 1 couid perceive a man with apale mea- 

re countenance, Utting behind a kind of deſc, 
having ſpectacles on his noſe, and a pen in his hand. 
This (1 learned of Mr Thomſon) was the ſhip? 3 
teward, who fat there to diſtribute provition to 
the ſeveral meſſes, and to mark what each received. 
— He therefore preſented my name to him, and 
delired I might be entered in his meſs ; then 
taking a light 1 in his hand, conducted me to the 
her of his reſidence, which was a» ſquare of 
about ſix feet, ſurrounded with the medicine- 
cheſt, that of the firſt mate, his own, and a 
board by way of a table, faſtened to the mizen- 
maſt: It was alſo incloſed with a canvas nailed 
round to the beams of the ſhip, to ſcreen us from 
the cold, is well as the view of the midſhipmen 
and quarter maſters, who lodged within the cable 
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tiers on each ſide of us: In this gloomy manic 
he entertained me with ſome cold ſalt pur, 
which he brought from a fort of a lecker, tix. d 
above the table; and calling for the boy of the 
meſs, fent him for a can of beer, of which lie 
made excellent flip to crown the banquet. By 
this time J began to recover my ſpirits, which 
had been exceedingly depreſſed with the appear. 
ance of every thing about me, and could no longer 
refrain from aſking the particulars of Mr Thom. 
ſon's fortune fince I had ſeen bim in London, 
He told me, that being diſappointed in his ex- 
pectations of borrowing money to gratify the 
rapactous ſ—t—ry at the Navy office, he found 
himſelf utterly unable to ſubſiſt any longer in 
town, and had actually offered his ſervice, in qua. 
Iity of mate, to the ſurgeon of a merchant's ſhin 
bound. to Guinea on the ſlaving trade; when one 
morning a young fellow, of whom he bad ſome 
acquaintance, came to hiz lodgings, and inform- 
i ed him, that he had ſeen a warrant made out in 
his name at the Navy office, for ſurgeon's ſecond 
mate of a third rate: This unexpected piece of 
good news he could ſcarcely believe to be true; 

more eſpecially as he had been found qualified 

at ſurgeon's hall for third mate only.; but that 

he might not be wanting tp himſelf, he went thi- 

ther to be aſſured, asd actually found it ſo: 

"44 Whereupon, demanding his warrant, it was deli- 
Ri | vered to him, and the oaths adminiſtered immed:- 
| ately. That very afternoon, he went to Gravel. 
end in the tilt - boat, from whence he took a place 

in the tide- coach for Rocheſter; next morning 
got on board the Thunder, fer which he was 
Wi appointed then lying in the harbour at Chatham; 
and the ſame day was muttered by the clerk of 
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the checque. And well it was for him, that ſuch 
expedition was uſed; for in leſs than twelve hours 

after his arrival, another William Fhomſon came 
on board, affirming that he was the perſon for 
whom the warrant was expecited, and that the 
other was an impoſtor. My friend was griev- 


ouſly alarmed at this accident ; the more fo, as 


bis namefake had very much the advantage over 
kim, both in affarance and dreſs, However, to 
acquit himſelf of the luſpicton of impoſture, he 
produced ſeveral letters written from Scotland to 
him in that name, and recollecting that his in- 
dentures were in his box on board, he brought 
them up, and convinced all preſent, that he had 
not aſſumed a name which did not belong to him. 
His competitor enraged, that they hold heſi- 
tate in doing him juice (for to be lure, the war- 
rant had been deſigned for him) behaved with ſo 
much indecent beat, that the commanding officer, 
(who was the fans gentleman I had ſeen) and 
the ſurgeon were oftended at his prelumption, 
and making a point of it with their friends in 
town, in lets than a week got the firit confirmed 
in his ſtation. I have been on beard (ſaid he) 
© ever ſince, and as this way of lite is become 


© my ſituation. The ſurgeon is a good natured 
0 
ſhore on duty) is indeed a little proud and 
cholerick, as all Welſhmen are, but in the 
main, a friendly honeſt fellow — The lieuten- 
ants 1 have no concern with; and as for the 
captain, he is too much of a gentleman to 
know a ſurgeon's mate even by fight.” 


Vol. J. F f 


familiar to me, have no cauie to complain of 


indolent man; the firſt mate (who is now on 
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GR 


| his pride, «:ſpleaſure and 
generifity—the economy of our meſs acſcribed—Thomſun'; 
further r $01 the nature of my duty explained—— 
the fituation of the ſick. 


Hile he was thus diſcourſing to me, we 
heard a voiee on the cock-pit ladder, 


pronounced with great vehemence, in a ſtrange 
dialect, The tevil and his tamn blow me from 
the top of Mouchdenny, if I go to him before 


there is ſomething in my pelly ;—let his noſe 


be as yellow as a ſaffron, or as plue as a pell 
(look you) or as green as a leck, *tis all one. 
To this ſomebody anſwered, * So it ſeems my 


of a little aſſiſtance. 


poor meſs-mate muſt part his cable for want 
His fore-top- ſail is Jooſe 


already; and beſides, the doctor ordered you 
to overhaul him; but I ſee, you don't mind 


© what your maſter ſays.” 


Here he was inter- 


rupted with © Splutter and vons, you louſy tog, 


La 


who do you call my maſter? get you gone to 
the toctor, and tell him my birth, and my e- 
ducation, and my abilities ; and moreover, my 
behavieur is as good as his, or any gentle- 
man's (no diſparagement to him) in the whole 
world. Cot plets my ſoul! does he think or 
conceive, or imagine, that J am a horſe, or 
an aſs, or a goat to trudge packwards and 
forwards, and upwards and townwards, and by 
ſea and by land at his will and pleaſures :— 
Go your ways, you rapſcallion, and tell toctor 
Atkins, that I deſire and requeſt, that he wi} 
give a look upon the tying man, and order 
ſomething for him, if he be tead or, alive, and 
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J will ſee him take it by and by, when my 
« craving ſtomach is ſatisfied, look you.“ At 
this the other went away, ſaying, that if they 
would ſerve him io when he was a dying, by 
Gd he'd be foul of them in the other world — 
Here Mr Thomſon let me know that the perſon 
we heard was Mr Morgan the firſt mate, who 
was juit come on board from the hoſpital, where 
he had been with ſick people. At the ſame 
time, I ſaw him come into the birth. He was 
a ſhort thick man, with a face garniſhed with 
pimples, a ſnub noſe turned up at the end, an 
exceſſive wide mouth, and little fiery eyes, ſur- 
rounded with ſkin, puckered up in innumerable 
wrinkles. My friend immedialely made him ac- 
quainted with my caſe, when he regarded me 
with a very lofty look, but without ſpeaking, ſet 
down a bundle he had in his hand, and approach- 
ed the cup-board, which, when he had opened, 
he exclaimed in a great paſſion. Cot is my 
life! all the pork is gone, as I am a Chriſtian!” 
Thomſon then gave him to underſtand, that as 
J had been brought on board half famitſhed, he 
could do no leſs than entertain me with what was 
in the locker; and the rather, as he had bid the 
ſteward enter me in the meſs. Whether this dif- 
appointment made Mr Morgan more peeviſn 
than uſual, or he really thought himſelf too little 
regarded by his fellow- mate, I know not, but 
after ſome pauſe, he went on in this manner — 
* Mr Thomſon, perhaps you do not uſe me with 
all the good manners and complaiſance, and 
reſpe& (look you) that pecomes you, pecauſe 
you have not vouchſafed to adviſe with me in 
this affair. I have, in my time, (look you) 
been a man of ſome weight, and ſubſtance, and 
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conſideration, and have kept houſe and | home, 
and paid ſcot and lot, and the King's taxcs ; 
ay, and maintained a family to poot, And 
moreover, alſo, I am your ſenior, and your 
elder, and your petter, Mr Thomſon.” My 
elder I'll allow you to be, but not my better 
« (cried Thomſon with ſome heat.') * Cur i; 
my ſaviour, and witneſs too (ſaid Morgan with 
great vehemence) that I am more «ler, av 
therefore more petter by many years than you. 
Fearing this diſpute might be attended with fon:: 
had conſequence, I interpoſed, and told Mr Mor. 
gan, I was very ſorry for having been the occa- 
fon of any difference between him and the ſe— 
cond mate; and that rather than cauſe the leait 
breach in their good underſtanding, I would eat 
my allowance by myſelf, or ſcek admiſſion into 
ſome other company. But Thomſon with more 
ſpirit than difcretion (as I rhought) inſiſted up- 
on my remaining where he had appointed me; 
and obſerved that no man poſſeſſed of generoſity 
and compaſſion, would have any objection to it, 
* conſidering my birth and talents, and the misfor- 
tunes I had of late ſounjuſtly undergone. This 
was touching Mr Morgan on the right key, who 
proteſted with great earneſtneſs, that he had no 
objection to my being received in the meſs ; but 
only complained that the remany of aſking his 
conſent was not obſerved, * As for a ſhentleman 
ia diftreſs (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the hand} 
I lofe him as J lofe my own powels : For Cot 
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help me! I have had vexations enough upon 


my own pack. And as I afterwards learned, 
in fo ſaying, he ſpoke no more than what was 
true; for be had been once ſettled 1n a very good 
ſituation in Glamorganſhire, and was ruined by 
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being ſecurity for an acquaintance, All differ- 
ences being compoſed, he unt ed his bundle, 
which conſiited of three bunches of onions, and 4 
great lump of Chefhire- cheeſe wrapt up in a 
bandkerchief; ; and taking fume bitcuit from the ) 
cup: board, fell to with a "keen appetite, mnvitin« 8 
us to 2 ſhare of the repaſt. When he had Bs 
heartily on this homely ſab he filled a large cup 
made of a cocoa nut- ſhell, with brandy, and 
nnen it oll, told us, Prandy was the bett 
e menlruum for omon and ({heefe.? - tis hunger 
being appenicd, he began to ſhew a great deal of 
good humour ; and being inquilitive about my 
bi th, no 13 unde Flood that I was deſcended 
wa 2 good family, than he diſcovered @ particu- 

ar good will to me on that account, deducing 
155 own pedigree | in a direct line from the famous 
Curactacus, king of the Britons, who was firlt 
the priſoner and afterwards the friend of Clau— 
dius Cæiar. Perceiving how much I was redu- 
ced in point of linen, he made me a preſent of 
two good ruffled ſhirts, which, with two of check 
Mr Thomſon gave me, cuabled me to appear 
with decency. Mean while the ſailor, whom Mr 
Morgan had ſent to the doctor, brought a pre- 
ſcription for his mets-mate, which, when Mr 
Welſhman had read, he got up to prepare it; 
and alked if the man was tead or alive, ——- 
Dead (replied Jack) if he was dead he would 
© have no occaſion for doQor's {tull No, thank 
* God, death has not as yet boarded him, but 
5 they have been yard arm aud yard arm theſe 
three glailes.* * A his eyes open? (conti— 
5 nued the mate) —“ His ſtarboard eye (taid 
the ſailor) is open, hs faſt jammed in his head; 


and the haulyards of his under aw arc giving 
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way.“ * Paſhon of my heart! cried Morgan) 
© the man is as pad as one would defire in a fun. 
* mer's day !—Did you feel his pulſes ? 'Þ\q 
this the other replied with Anan. Upon whic) 
this cambro- Britain, with great earneſtneſs and 
humanity, ordered the tar to run to his meg. 
mate and keep him alive till he ſhould come with 
the medicine, and then (ſaid he) you ſhall per. 
adventure pehold what you ſhall ſee.” Th: 
Poor fellow with great ſimplicity ran to the place 
where the fick man lay, but in Jeſs than a ni. 
nute, returned with a woful countenance, and tuld 
us his comerade had ſtruck. Morgan hearing 
this, exclaimed, © Mercy upon my ſalvation! why 
did you not ſtop him till I came ? * Styy 
© him (ſaid the other) I hailed him ſeveral times, 
© but he was too far on his way, and the enemy 
had got poſſeſſion of his cloſe quarters; fo that 
he did not mind me. Well, well, (ſaid he) 
we all owe heaven a teath. Go your ways, 
you regamuffin, and take an example and a 
£ warning, (look you) and repent of your miſ- 
© teets.* So ſaying, he puſhed the ſeaman out 
of the birth. 

While he entertained us with reflections ſuit- 
able to this event, we heard the boatſwain pipe to 
dinner; and immediately the boy belonging to 
our meſs, ran to the locker, from whence he 
carried off a large wooden platter, and ina few 
minutes returned with it full of boiled peas, cry- 
ing, Scaidings, all the way as he came.” The 
cloth conſiſting of a piece of an old fail, was 
inſtantly laid, covered with three plates, which 
by the colour, I could with difficulty ditcern to 
be metal, and as many ſpoons of the fame com- 

ofition, two of which were curtailed in the nan- 


dles, and the other in the lip. Mr Morgan 
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himſelf enriched this meſs with a lump of ſalt 
butter, ſcooped from an old gallipot, and a hand- 
ful of onions ſhora with ſome pounded pepper. 
[ was not very much tempted with the appearance 
of this diſh, of which nevertheleſs, my meſs- mates 
eat heartily, adviſing me to follow their ex- 
ample, as it was banyan day, and we could have 

no. meat till next noon. But I had already 
laid in ſufficient for the occaſion ; and therefore 
d: fired to be excuſed ; expreſſing a curioſity to 

know the meaning of banyan day. They told 

me, that on Mondays, Wedneſdays, Fridays, 
the ſhip's cempany has no allowance of meat, 

and that theſe meagre days were called banyan 
days, the reaſon of which they did not know; 

but I have ſince learned they take their denomi— 
nation from a ſect of devotees in fome parts of 
the Eaſt Indies who never taſte fleſh. 
After dinner, Thomſon led me round the ſhip, 
ſhewed me the different parts, deſcribed their 

uſes, and as far as he could, made me acquaint- 

ed with the particulars of the diſcipline and 

economy practiſed on board, He then demand- 

ed of the boatſwain an hammock for me, which 
was lung in a very neat manner by my friend 

Jack Rartlin ; .and as I had no bed-cloaths, pro- 
eured credi for me with the purſer, for a matreſs 

and two blankets. At ſeven o' clock inthe even- 
19 Morgan vilited the ſick, and having ordered 
what was proper for each, Iaſſiſted Thomſon in 
making up his preſcriptions: But when I follow- 
ed him with the medicines into the ſick- birth or 
. {pital, and obſerved the ſituation of the pa- 
tients, I was much leſs ſurprized to find people 
die on board, than aſtoniſhed to find any body 
recover. Here I ſaw about fiſty miſerable diſ- 
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tempered wretches, fufpended in rows, ſo hug. 
dled one upon another, that not more thx 
fourteen inches of ſpace were allotted for ea 
with his bed and bedding : and deprived of th 
light of the day, as well as of freſh air, breathing 
nothing but a noiſome atmoſphere of the morbid 
ſteams exhaling from their own excrement and 


oral 

diſeaſed bodies, devoured with vermin, hatch-d ary 
mn the filth that ſurrounded them and deſtitute gf J ha. 
every convenience neceſſary for peopic in tlat perfi 
helpleſs: condition. none 
| mig! 
ha diffu 

com 
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Could not comprehend how it was poſſible bu! 
for the . to come near thoſe who tur 
hung on the inſide towards the ſides of the ſhip, 11 
in order to aſſiſt them, as they ſcemed barricaded it 
by thoſe who lay on the outfide, and entirciy fon 
ont of the reach of all viſitation. Much leß th 
could 1 conje&ue how my friend Thomion re 
would be able to adminiſter clyſters, that were fic 
ordered for ſome. in that ſituation. When | faw ſo 
him thruſt his wig in his pocket, and ſtrip him: ri 
ſcif to his waiſtcgat in a moment, then creep vn v. 
all fours, under the hammocks of the fick, and ſe 


forcing up bis bare pate between two, kept them n 
aſunder with one ſhoulder, until he had done hi- 


" *RODERICK RANDOM 233 
duty. Eager to learn the ſervice, I deſired he 


would give me leave to perform the next opera- 
tion of that kind; he conſenting, 1 undreſſed 
myſelf after his example, and crawling along, 
the ſhip happened to roll, which alarmed me ; I 
Jaid hold of the firſt thing that came within my 
graſp, with ſuch violence, that I overturned it, 
and ſoon found, by the ſmell that iſſued upon me, 
] had not unlecked a box of the moſt delicious 
perfume; it was well for me that my noſtrils were 
none of the molt delicate, elſe I know not how L 
might have been affected by this vapour, which 
diffuſed itſelf all over the ſhip to the utter diſ- 
compoſure of every body who tarried on the 
ſame deck; — neither was the conſequence of 
this diſgrace confined to my ſenſe of ſmelling on- 
ly, for I felt my misfortune more ways than one. 
That I might not, however, appear altogether 
diſconcerted in this my coup d ai, I got up, 
and puſhing my head with great force between 
two hammocks, towards the middle, where the 
greateſt reſiſtance was, I made an opening indeed, 
but not underſtanding the knack of dexterouſly 
turning my ſhoulder to maintam my advantage, 
I had_the misfortune to find myſelf ſtuck up as 
it were in a pillory, and the weight of three or 
four people bearing on each fide of my neck, ſo 

that I was in danger of ſtrangulation. While L 
| remained in this defenceleſs poſture, one of the 
ſick men, rendered peeviſh by his diſtemper, was 
ſo enraged at the ſmell I had occaſioned, and the 
rude ſhock he had received from me in my ele- 
vation, that with many bitter reproaches, he 
ſeized me by the noſe, which he tweaked ſo un- 
mercifully that I roared with anguiſh, Thom- 


ſon perceiving my condition, ordered one of the 
Vox. I. G g 
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waiters to my aſſiſtance, who with much diff. 
cuity diſengaged. me from this embarras, and hin. 
dere me from taking vengeance of the ſick man, 
whoſe indiſpoſition would. not. have ſcreened him 
from the effects of my indignation. | 
After having made an end of our miniſtry for 
that time, we deſcended. to. the cock-pit, my 
friend comforting me for what had happened, 
with a homely proverb, which I do not chuſe to 
repeat. When we had got hali-way down the 
ladder, Mr Morgan, before he ſaw. us, having 


's g * . * 8 
intelligence by his noſe of the approach of ſome- 


thiag extraordinary, cried, * Cot have mercy up- 


on my {enſes,. I pelieve the enemy has porded 
* us in a ſtink- pot!“ Then directing his dif. 
courſe to the ſteward, from whom he imagined 
the odour proceeded, he reprimanded him ſevere- 
ly for the freedom he took among gentelmen of 
birth, threatened to ſmoke him hike à padger with 
{ulphur, if ever. he ſhouid preſume to offend his 
neighbours with ſuch ſmells, for the future: The 
{teward, conſcious of his own.1anocence, replied, 
with ſome warmth, * 1 know of no ſmells but 
the of your own making.” This reyartee in- 
trotuced a ſmart dialogue, in which. the Welſh- 
nan undertook to prove, that though the ſtench 
he complaiued of, did not flow from the ſteward's 
own body, he was nevertheleſs the author of it, 
by ſerving out damaged proviſions to. the ſhip's 


company; and, in particular, putrified cheele, 


from the nſe of which only, he affirmed ſuch un- 
ſavoury {teams could ariſe. Then he launched 


out into the praiſes of good, cheeſe, of which he 


gave the analy ſis; explained the different Kinds 
of that commodity, with the methods practiſcd 
to make and preſerve it; and concluded with ob- 


* 
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ferving, that, in yielding good «cheeſe, the 
county of Glamorgan might vie with Che— 
ſhire itſelf, and was much ſuperior to it in 
the produce of goats and putter. I gathered 
from this converſation, that if I went into the 
birth in my preſent pickle, I ſhould be no 
welcome gueit, and therefore deſired Mr 'Thom- 
ſon to go before, and repreſent my calamity ; at 
which the firſt mate expreſſed ſome concern, went 
upon deck immediately, taking his way through 
the cable-tire, and by the main hatchway, to a- 
void encountering with me ; defiring me to clean 
myſelf as ſoon as poſſible, for he intended to 
regale himſelf with a diſh of ſalmagundy and a 
pipe. Accordingly, J fet about this diſagree- 
able buſineſs, and ſoon found I had more cauſes 
of complaint than I at firſt imagined : For I per- 
ceived ſome gueſts had honoured me with thei; 
company, whole vilit I-did not at all think fea- 
ſonable; neither did they ſeem inclined to leave 
me in a hurry, being in poſſeſſion of my chief 
quarters, where they ied without reſerve at the 
expence of my blood. But confidering it would 
be much eaſier to extirpate this feroctous colony 
in the infancy of. their ſettlement, than after they 
ſhould be multiplied and naturalized to tae ſoil, 
I took the advice of my friend, who, to prevent. 
ſuch misfortunes, went always cloſe ſhaved, and 
made the boy of our meſs cut off my hair, which 
had been growing ſince J had left the ſervice of 
Lavement. The ſecond mate lent me an old 
bob-wig to ſupply the place of that covering. 
This affair being ended, and every thing adjuſted 
in the beſt manger my circumſtances would per- 
mit, the deſcendant of Charactacus returned, and 
'#rdercd the boy to bring a piece of fait beef 
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from the brine, cut off a ſlice, and mixed it with 
an equal quantity of onions, which ſeaſonin 

with a moderate proportion of pepper and ſalt, 
he brought it into a conſiſtence with oil and vine. 
gar. Then taſting the diſh, aſſured us, it was 


the beſt ſalmagundy, that ever he made, and re. 


commended it to our palate with ſuch heartineſs, 
that I could not help doing honour to his pre. 
paration. But I had no ſooner ſwallowed a 
mouthful, than I thought my entrails were 
ſcorched, and endeavoured, with a deluge of 
imall-beer, to allay the heat it occaſioned, Sup. 
per being over, Mr Morgan having ſmoaked a 
couple of pipes, and ſupplied the moiſture he had 
expended, with as many cans of flip, of which 
we all partook, a certain yawning began to ad- 
moniſh me, that it was high time to repair by 
fleep the injury I had ſuffered from want of reſt 
the preceeding night : which being perceived by 
my companions, whoſe time of repoſe was by this 
time arrived, they propoſed we ſhould turn in, 
or, in other words, go to bed. Our hammocks 
which hung parallel to one another on the out- 
fide of our birth, were immediately unlaſhed, and 
I beheld each of my meſs-mates ſpring, with 
great agility into his reſpective neſt, where they 
ſeemed to lie concealed, very much at their eaſe. 


But it was ſome time before I could prevail upon 


myſelf to truſt my carcaſe at ſuch a diſtance from 
the ground, in a narrow bag, out of which J 
imagined I ſhould be apt on the leaſt motion in 
my fieep, to tumble down at the hazard of break- 
ing my bones. I ſuffered myſelf, however to be 
perſuaded, and taking a leap to get in, threw 
myſelf quite over, with ſuch violence, that had J 


not luckily got hold of Thomſon's hamm ack, 1 


ſnould 


| ſide, 4 


after 
but th 


believi 


RODERICK RANDOM. 227 


ſhould have pitched upon my head on the other 
ſide, and in all likelihood fractured my ſcull — | Wl 
After ſome fruitleſs efforts, I ſucceeded at laſt ; Ne 
but the apprehenſion of the jeopardy in which L e 
believed myſelf, withſtood all the attacks of ſleep | 
till towards the morning watch, when, in ſpite 

of my fears, I was overpowered with ſlumber : 

tho' I did not long enjoy this comfortable ſituati- 

on; being arouſed with a noiſe ſo loud and ſhrill, 

that I thought the drums of my ears were burſt by 

it: this was followed by a dreadful ſummons pro- 

nounced by a hoarſe voice which I could not un- 
derſtand. While J was debating with myſelf 
whither or not I ſhould wake my companion, 
and inquire into the occaſion of this diſtur— 
bance, I was informed by one of the quarter- 
maſters, who paſſed by me with a Janthorn in 
his hand, that the noiſe which alarmed me, was 
occaſioned by the boat-ſwain's mates, who cal- 
led up the larboard watch, and that I muſt 
lay my account with ſuch interruption every 
morning at the ſame hour. Being now more 
aſſured of my ſafety, I addreſſed myſelf a- 
gain to reſt, and ſlept till eight o'ciock, when 
getting up, and 3 with my comrades 
on biſcuit and brandy, the fick were viſited and 
aſſiſted as before; after which my good friend 
Thomſon explained and performed another piece 
of duty, to which I was a ſtranger. At a certain 
hour in the morning, the boy of the meſs went 
round all the decks ringing a ſmall hand- bell, 
and in rhimes compoſed for the occaſion, invited 
all thoſe who had ſores to repair before the maſt, 
where one of the doctor's mates attended with 
applications to dreſs them. 
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J acgrire the friendſvip of the. ſurgeon, who procures a wr. 
rant for me, aud mates me a preſent of cloi hes haltig 
between a miaſhipÞman aud me—the ſurgeon leaves Ide ll 


"np 


—the capigin comes on board with another „gen- dia- 
logne between the captain ard Morgan—the ſick Gre Os 
dered to be brought upon the quarter-deek and examii e 
the conſequences of that order—a madman acciſes Nor. 
gan, and is fet al liberty by command of the captain, bum 
he inſtantiy attacks and pummels without mercy, 


| HILE I was buſied with my friend in 
this practice, the doctor chanced to pais 
by the place where we were, and ſtopping to ob. 
ſerve me, appeared very well fatisfied with my 
method of application; and afterwards ſent for 
me to his cabbin, where, having examined me 
touching my {kill in ſurgery, and the particulars 
of my fortune, intereſted himſelt ſo far in my he. 
half, as to promiſe his aſſiſtance in procurivg a 
warrant for me, ſeeing I had been already found 
qualified at Surgeon's- hall, for the {lation I now 
filled on board; and this he the more cordially 
engaged in, when he underſtood I was nephew 
to lieutenant Bowling, for whom he ex preſſed a 
articular regard. In the mean time, | could 
Karg from his diſcourſe, that he did not intend 
to go to ſea again with captatn Oakhum, having, 
as he thought, been indifferently uſed by him 
during the laſt voyage. | 
While I lived tolerably eaſy, in expectationof 
preferment, Iwas not a together without mortih- 
cations, which I not only ſuffered from the rude 
mſults ef the ſailors, and petty officers, among 
whom I was known by the name of Lobially Hey; 
but alſo from the difpaf'ion of Morgan, who, 
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troubleſome with his pride, which. expected a 
good deal of {ſubmiſſion from me, and delighted 
in recapitulating the favours I had received at 
his hands.. 

About fix weeks after my arrival on board, the 
furgeon bidding me follow him into his cabbin, 
preſented àa warrant to me, by which 1 was ap- 
pointed ſurgeon's third mate on board of the 

Thunder. This he had procured. by his intereſt 
| at the navy office; as allo another for, himſelf by 
virtue of which he was removed into a ſecond rate. 
1 acknowledged his kindneſs in. the ſtrongeſt. 
terms my gratitude could ſuggeit, and profeſſed 
my ſorrow at the proſpect of loſing ſuch a valu- 


able friend, to whom, I hoped. to have recom-. 


mended myſelf {ti]] farther, by my. reſpectful and 
diligent behaviour. But his generoſity reſted. 


not here for, before he left the ſhip, he made 


me a preſent of a cheſt, and ſome cluaths, that 


enabled me to ſupport the rank to which he had. 


raiſed me, I found my ſpirit revive, with my 
good fortune; and now I was an officer, reſolv- 
ed to maintain the-dignity of my ſtation, againſt 
all oppoſition or affronts; nor was it long before 
I had, occaſion. to exert my reſolution; my old 
enemy the mid{hipman. ( whoſe name was Cramp» 
ley) entertaining awimplacable animoſity againſt 
me, for the diſgrace he had ſuffered on my ac- 
count, had ſince that time taken all opportunities 
of reviling and rediculing me, when I was not 
entitled to, retort his bad uſage. And even af- 
ter I had been rated in the books, and muſtered 
as ſurgeon's. mate, did not think fit to reſtrain. 
his inſolence. In particular, being one day 
preſent, while I dreſſed a wound in a ſailor's leg, 


though friendly in the main, was. often very 
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he vegan to ſing a ſong, which I thought highly Wi &ithor 
injurious to the honour of my country, ang WM and ſec 
therefore fignified my reſentment, by obſerving, Milf © on 1 
that the Scots always laid their account in find. (loo 
ing enemies among the ignorant, infignifican “ but 
and malicious. This unexpected piece of afſur. WM © trea: 
ance enraged him to ſuch a degree, that he lent by t 
me a blow on the face, whieh I verily thought ed to 
had demoliſhed my cheek: bone; I was not ſſoy ation 

in returning the obligation, and the affair began {Wl pleafec 
to be very ſerious, when by accident Mr Mor. only t. 
gan, and one of the maſter's mates, coming that being 

way, interpoſed, and inquiring into the cauſe, NCramfp 
endeavoured to promote a reconciliation ; but ow. m 
finding us both exaſperated to the utmoſt, and lar, b 
bent againſt accomodation, they adviſed us either ſelf of 
to leave our difference undecided till we ſhould be un 
have an opportunity of terminating it on ſhore, {receive 
like gentlemen, or elſe chuſe a proper place on ¶ tion o 
board, and bring it to an iſſue by boxing. This in a f 
laſt expedient was greedily embraced ; and being Nerawle 
forthwith conducted to the ground propoſed, we MW Thom 


with | 


ing upon his head and right ſhoulder, remained tened 


ſtripped in a moment, and began a' very furious 
conteſt, in which I found myſelf inferior to my 
antagoniſt, not ſo much in ſtrength and agility, 
as in ſkill, which he had acquired in the ſchool at 
Hockley in the Hole, and '"Fottenham-court.— 
Many croſs buttocks did I ſuſtain, and pegs on 
the ſtomach without number, till at length my 
breath being quite gone, as well as my vigour 
waſted, I grew deſperate, and collecting all my 
ſpirits in one effort, threw in at once, head, 
hands and feet with ſuch violence, that 1 drove 
my antagonilt three paces backward into the 
main hatchway, down which he fell, and pitch- 
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vithout ſenſe or motion. Morgan looking down, 
and ſeeing him lie in that condition, cried, Up- 
© on my conſcience, as I am a Chriſtian ſinner 
« (look you) I believe his pattles are all ofer; 
but I take you all to witneſs that there was no 
« treachery in the caſe, and that he has ſuffered 
by the chance of war.” So ſaying, he deſcend- 
ed to the deck below, to examine into the fitu- 
ation of my adverfary, and left me very little 
pleaſed with my victory, as 1 found myſelf not 
only terribly bruifed, but likewiſe in danger of 
being called to an account fer the death of 
Crampley : But this fear vaniſhed when my fel- 
Jow-mate, having, by bleeding him in the jugu- 
Jar, brought him to himſelf, and affuring him- 
ſelf of the ſtate of his body, called up to me, to 
be under no concern, for the midſhipman had 
received no other damage than as pretty a luxa- 
tion of the os humeri, as one would deſire to ſee 
in a ſummer's day. Upon this information, I 
crawled down to the cock-pit, and acquainted 
Thomſon with the affair, who, providing himſelf 
with bandages, &c. neceſſary for the occaſion, 
went up to affiſt Mr Morgan in the reduction of 
the diſtocation. When this was ſucceſsfully per- 
formed, they wiſhed me joy of the event of the 
combat; and the Welſhman, after obſerving that 
in all likelihood, the ancient Scots and Britons 
were the ſame people, bid me, * Praiſe Cot for 
putting mettle in my pelly, and ſtrength in my 
limbs to ſupport it.“ I acquired ſuch reputa- 
by this rencounter (which laſted twenty minutes) 
at every body became more cautious of his 
behaviour towards me; though Crampley, with 
his arm in a fling, talked very high, and threa- 


tened to feize the firſt opportunity of retriev- 
Vol. I. 
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ing on ſhore, the honour he had loſt by n ractad 


accident, from which I could juſtly claim no Ml he re: 
merit. ä 

About this time, Captain Oakhum, having re. ſmher 
ceived failing orders, came on board, and brough WM and 
#long with him a ſurgeon of his own country, 
who ſoon made us ſenſible of the loſs we ſuffered 
in the departure of doctor Atkins; being groſſſ 
ignorant, and intolerably aſſuming, fzIſe, vin. 
dictive, and unforgiving ; a mercileſs tyrant to 
his inferiors, an abject {ycophant to thoſe abo 
him. In the morning after the captain came 
on board, our firſt mate, according to cuſtom, 


went to wait on him with a ſick-liſt, which Oak 
when this grim commander had peruſed, he cri. Wl peal 
ed, with a ſtern countenance,. Blood and cons! whe 
* fixty-one fick people on board of my ſhip! Mt ing 
* Harkee, you fir, I'Il have no fick. in my ſhy WW go 1 
* by G- d.“ The Welſhman replied, he ſhou WM pon 
be very glad to find no ſiek people on board, gin, 
but while it was otherwiſe, he did no more than on 
his duty in preſenting him with a liſt. You WR bra 
and your lilt may be d n'd, (ſaid the captain, for 
© throwing it at him) I ſay, there ſhall be no © vi 
« ſick in this ſhip, while I have the command of ſon 
her.“ Mr Morgan being nettled at this treat. tur 
ment, told him, his indignation ought to be di- fin 
rected to Cot Almighty, who viſited his people TI 
with diſtempers, and not to him, who contribut- th; 
ed all in his power towards their cure. The un 
Baſhaw not being uſed to ſuch behaviour in any us 
of his officers, was enraged to fury at this fatin- 1a 
cal inſinuation, and ſtamping with his foot, called Pe 
bim inſoſent ſcoundrel, threatening to have hin Ic 


pinioned 10 the deck, if he ſhould preſume to m 
utter another ſyllable. But the blood of Ch 
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ractatus being thoroughly heated, diſdained to 
be reſtricted by ſuch command, and began to 
manifeſt itſelf in, Captain Oaghum, I am a 
* ſhentleman of birth and parentage (look you) 
and peradventure, I am moreover.” Here his 
harangue was broke off by the captain's ſteward, 
who being Morgan's country-man, hurried him 
out of the cabbin before he had time to exaſper- 
ate his maſter to a greater degree, which would 

certainly have been the caſe; for the indignant 
& Welſhman could hardly be hindered by his. 
friend's arguments and entreaties, from re-enter- 

ing the .preſence-chamber, and defying captain 
Oakhum to his teeth. He was, however, ap- 
peaſed at length, and came down to the birth, 
| where finding Thomſon and me at work prepar- 
ing medicines, he bid us leave off our lapour and 
go to play, for the captain, by his ſole word and 


power and command had driven ſiekneſs a peg- 


ging to the tevil, and there was no more malady 


on board. So ſaying, he drank off a gill of 


brandy, fighed grievouſly three times, poured. 


forth an ejacularion of Cot bleſs my heart, li- 
ver and lungs'!? and then began to ſing a Welſh 
ſong with great earneſtneſs of viſage, voice and geſ- 
ture. I could not conceive the meaning of this 


ſingular phænomenon, and ſaw, by the looks of 


Thomſon, who at the ſame time, ſhook his head, 


that he ſuſpected poor Cadwallader's brains were 
unſettled. He perceiving our amazement, told 
us he would explain the myſtery ; but at the 
ſame time, bid us take notice, that he hved poy, 
patchelor, married man and widower, almoſt 
forty years, and in all that time, there was no 
man nor mother's fon in the whole world, who 
durſt uſe him fo ill as captain Oaghum had done. 


. 
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Then 'he acquainted us with the dialogue tha; periſhe 
Paſſed between them, as I have already related The n 
it; and had no ſooner finiſhed this narration, der a 
than he received a meſſage from the ſurgeon, mal of 
bring the fick-liſt to the quarter - deck, for the diſtem 


captain bad ordered all the patients thither tobe ¶ emaci 
reviewed. This inhuman order ſhocked us ex. for di 
tremely, as we knew it would be impoſſible to 1 but b 
carry ſome of them on the deck, without immi. upon 
neat danger of their lives; but as we likewiſ The 


knew it would be to no purpoſe for us to re. 
monſtrate againſt it, we repaired to the quarter. 
deck in a body, to ſee this extraordinary muſter; 
Morgan obſerving by the way, that the captain 
was going to ſend to the other world, a great 
many evidences to teſtify againſt himſelf. * When 
we appeared upon deck, the captain bid the doc- 
tor, who ſtood bowing at his right hand, look 
at theſe lazy lubberly ſons of bitches, who 
were good for nothing on board, but to eat 
the king's proviſion, and encourage idleneſs in 
the ſkulkers. The ſurgeon grinned approbation, 
and taking the lift, began to examine the com- 
plaints of each as they could crawl to the place 
appointed. The firſt that came under his cog- 
nizance, was a poor fellow juſt freed of a fever, 
which had weakened him ſo much, that he could 
hardly ſtand, Mr Mackſhane (for that was the 
doQor's name) having felt his pulſe, proteſted 
he was as well as any man in the world ; and the 
captain delivered him over to the boatſwain's 
mate, with orders that he ſhould receive a round 
dozen at the gangway immediately, for counter- 
feiting himſelf lick when he was not; — but be- 
fore the diſcipline could be executed, the man 
dropt down on the deck, and had well nigh 
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periſhed under the hands of the executioner, — 


Tue next patient to be conſidered, laboured un- 
der a quartan ague, aud being then iu his inter- 


val of health, diſcovered no other ſymptoms of 
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diſtemper, than a pale meagre countenance, and 


emaciated body; upon which he was declared fit 


for duty, and turned over to the boatſwain ; — 


but being reſolved to diſgrace the doctor, died 


upon the forecaltle next day, during his cold fits 


Ihe third complained of a pleuritic titch, and 
@ ſpitting of blood, for which doctor Mackſhane 


preſcribed exerciſe at the pump to promote ex- 


pectoration; but whether this was improper for 
one in his ſituation, or that it was uſed to excels, 


I know not, but in leſs than half au hour, he 


was ſuffocated with a deluge of blood that iſſued 
from his lungs. A fourth with much difficulty 


climbed to the quarter-deck, being loaded with 
a monſtrous aſcites or droply, that invaded his 
cheſt ſo much, he could ſcarce fetch his breath; 
but his diſeaſe being interpreted into fat, oecaſi- 
oned by idleneſs and excels of eating, he was 
ordered, with a view to promote perſpiration 
and enlarge his cheſt, to go aloft immediately: 
It was in vain for this unwieldy wretch, to al- 
ledge his utter incapacity, the boatſwain's driver 


was commanded to whip him up with a cat and 


nine tails: The ſmart of this application made 
him exert himſelf ſo much, that he actually ar- 
rived at the ſoot- hook - ſnrouds, but when the 
enormous weight of his body had nothing elſe 
to ſupport it than his weakened arms, either out 
of ſpite or neceflity, he quitted his hold, and 


= plumped into the ſea, where he wuit have been 


drowaed, had not a ſailor who was iu a boat 
along- fide, ſaved his life, by keeping him a- float, 
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gave up the ghoſt in the preſence of their inſpec. 


On the whole, the number of fick was reduced 


— 
2 — 
. ws 
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till he was hoiſted on board by a tackle, |; 
would be tedious and diſagreeable to deſcribe th: 
fate of every miſerable object that ſuffered by 
the inhumanity and ignorance of the captain and 
ſurgeon, who ſo wantonly ſacrificed the lives of 
their fellow creatures. Many were brought uy 
in the height of fevers, and rendered delirious 


by the injuries they ſuffered by the way. Some 


tors; and others, who were ordered to their duty, 
Janguiſhed a few days at work, among their fel. 
Jows, and then departed without any ceremony, 


to Jeſs than a dozen; and the authors of thi; 
reduction were applauding themſelves for the 
ſervice they had done to their king and country, 
when the boatſwain's mate informed his honour, 
that there was a man below laſhed to his bam- 
mock by the direction of the doctor's mate, ad 
that he begged hard to be releaſed ; affirming, 
he had been ſo maltreated only for a grudge 
Mr Morgan bore to him, and that he was as 
much in his ſenſes as any man a-board. The 
captain hearing this, darted a ſevere look at the 
Welſhman, and ordered the man to be brought 
up immediately: Upon which, Morgan proteſt. 
ed with great fervency, that the perſon in quel. 
tion was as mad as a March hare; and begged 
for the love of Cot, they would at leaſt keep 
his arms pinioned during his examination, to 
prevent him from doing miſchief. This requelt 
the commander granted for his own fake, and the 
patient was produced, who inſiſted upon his being 
in his right wits with ſuch calmneſs and ftrength 
of argument, that every body preſent was inclined 
io believe him, except Morgan, who affirmed there 


PT fy < 
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was no truſting to appearances : for he himſelf 
had been ſo much impoſed upon by his behaviour 
| two days before, that he had actually unbound 
him with his own hands, and had well nigh been 
| murdered for his pains : this was confirmed by 
| the evidence of one of the waiters, who declared, 
he had pulled this patient from. the doctor's 
mate, whom he had gotten down and almoſt 
| firangled. To this the man anſwered, that the 
E witneſs was a creature of Morgan's, and was 
ſuborned to give his teſtimony againſt him by the 
malice of the mate, whom the defendant had af- 
fronted, by diſcovering to the people on board, 
that Mr Morgan's wife kept a gin-ſhop in Rag- 
Fair. This anecdote produced a laugh at the 
expence of the Welſhman, who ſhaking his head 
Z with ſome emotion, ſaid, Ay, ay, 'tis no mat- 
© «© ter. Cot: knows, *tis an arrant falſehood.? 
Captain Oakhum, without any further heſitati- 
on, ordered the fellow to be unfettered ; at the 
ſame time, threatening to make Morgan ex- 
change ſituations with him for his ſpite; but the 
Briton no ſooner heard the deciſion in favour of 
the madman, than he got up the mizen ſhrouds, 
crying to Thomſon and me to get out of his 
reach, for we ſhould ſee him play the tevil with 
a vengeance. We did not think fit to diſregard 
this caution, and accordingly got up on the poop, 
whence we beheld the maniac (as ſoon as he was 


releaſed). fly at the captain like a fury, crying, 


In let you know, you ſcoundrel, that I am 
commander of this veſſel, —and pummel him 
without mercy. The ſurgeon who went to the 
aſſiſtance of his patron, ſhared the ſame fate, 
and it was with the utmoſt difficulty, tha he was 


Wi! 
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maſtered at laſt, after having done great execy. 
tion among thoſe that oppoſed him. 


e H A p. XXVIII. 


The captain enraged, threatens io put the madman to. dean 
with his own hand—is diverted from that reſolution by thy 
arguments aud perſuaſions of the firſt lieutenant and ſur- 
geon—we ſet fail for St Helens, jion the fleet under the com. 
mand of Sir C—n—-r 0—le, and proceed for the Welt- 
Tndies, are overtaken by a terrible tempeſt my friend Jack 
Rattlig has bis leg broke by a fall from the main yard—thi 
behaviour of doctor Mackſhane—Tack oppoſes the amputi- 
tion of his limb, in which he is ſeconded by Morgan and 
me, who undertake the cure, and perform it ſucceſsfully, 


HE captain was carried into his cabbin, ſo 
1 enrayed with the treatment he had recciv- We 
ed, that he ordered the fellow to be brought be- pro! 
fore him, that he might have the pleaſure of piſ- ens 
toling him with his own hand; and would cer- on | 
tainly have ſatisfied his revenge in this manner, na. 
had not the firſt lieutenant remonftrated againſt 1 
it, by obſerving that in all appearance the fellow . my 
was not mad but deſperate, that he had been hi- ad 
red by ſome enemy of the captain to aſſaſſinate 


him, and therefore ought to be kept in irons till poi 
he could be brought to a court-martial, which, ry 
no doubt, would ſift the affair to the bottom, by ble 
which important diſeoveries might be made, and me 
then ſentence the criminal to a death adequate to {ul 
his demerits. This ſuggeſtion, improbable as it m1 
was, had the deſired effect upon the captain, be- all 
ing exactly calculated for the meridian of his in- Wl ip 
tellects; more eſpecially, as doctor Mackſhane ca 
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eſpouſed this opinion in conſequence of his pre- 
vious declaration that the man was not mad. 

Morgan finding there was ne more damage done, 
could not help diſcovering by his countenance, 
the pleaſure he enjoyed on this occaſion ; and 
| while he bathed the doctor's face with an embro- 
cation, ventured to aſk him, whether he thought 
| there were more fools or madmen on board ? 
| But he would have been wiſer in containing this 

ſallay, which his patient carefully laid up in his 
memory, to be taken notice of at a more fit ſea- 
ſon: Mean while we weighed anchor, and on 
| our way to the downs, the madman, who was 
treated.as a priſoner, took an opportunity, while 
the centinel attended him at the head, to leap 
{ overboard, and fruſtrate the revenge of the cap- 

tain. We Raid not long at the downs, but took 
the benefit of the firſt eaſterly wind to go round 
| to Spithead; where having received on board 
proviſions for fix months, we failed from St. He- 
Jens, in the grand fleet bound for the Weſt Indies 
on the ever memorable expedition of Carthage- 
na, | 
| It was not without great mortification, I ſaw 
& myſelf on the point of being tranſported to ſuch 
a diſtant and unhealthy climate, deſtitute of every 

| convenience that could render ſuch a voyage ſup- 

portable; and under the dominion of an arbitra- 
ry tyrant, whoſe command was almoſt intolera- 

ble: However, as theſe complaints were com- 
mon to a great many on board, I reſolved to 
ſubmit patiently to my fate, and contrive to make 
myſelf as eaſy as the nature of the caſe would 
allow. We got out of the channel with a pro- 
ſperous breeze, which died away, leaving us be- 
calmed about fifty leagues to the weſtward of the 

Vol I. I 1 | 
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maſtered at laſt, after having done great execu· 
tion among thoſe that oppoſed him. 


C H A p. XXVII. 


Tbe captain enraged, threatens to put the madman 10 deal; 
with his own hand—is diverted from that reſolution by the 
arguments aud perſuaſions of the firſt lieutenant and ſur. 
geon—we ſet ſail for St Helens, jion the fleet under the com. 

mand of Sir C—n—-r 9O—le, and proceed for the Weſt 
Indies, areovertaken by a terrible tempeſt my friend Jack 

Kaitlin has bis leg broke by a fall from the main yard—the 

i behaviour of doctor Mackſhane—TJack oppoſes the amputa- 
tion of bis limb, in which he is ſeconded by Morgan and 
me, who undertake the cure, and perform it ſucceſsfully, 


HE captain was carried into his cabbin, ſo 

1 enrayed with the treatment he had recciv- 
ed, that he ordered the fellow to be brought be- 
fore him, that he might have the pleaſure of pil- 
toling him with his own hand; and would cer- 
tainly have ſatisfied his revenge in this manner, 
had not the firſt Heutenant remonſtrated againſt 
it, by obſerving that in all appearance the fellow 
was not mad but deſperate, that he had been hi- 
red by ſome enemy of the captain to aſſaſſinate 
him, and therefore ought to be kept in irons till 
he could be brought to a court - martial, which, 
no doubt, would ſift the affair to the bottom, by 
which important diſeoveries might be made, and 
then ſentence the criminal to a death adequate to 
his demerits. This ſuggeſtion, improbable as it 
was, had the deſired effect upon the eaptain, be- 
ing exactly calculated for the meridian of his in- 
tellects; more eſpecially, as doctor Mackſhane 
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eſpouſed this opinion in conſequence of his pre- 
vious declaration that the man was not mad. 

Morgan finding there was ne more damage done, 
could not help diſcovering by his countenance, 
the pleaſure he enjoyed on this occaſion ; and 
while he bathed the doQor's face with an embro- 
cation, ventured to aſk him, whether he thought 
there were more fools or madmen on board ? 
But he would have been wiſer in containing this 
fallay, which his patient carefully laid up in his 
memory, to be taken notice of at a more fit fea- 
ſon: Mean while we weighed anchor, and on 
our way to the downs, the madman, who was 
treated. as a priſoner, took an opportunity, while 
the centinel attended him at the head, to leap 
overboard, and fruſtrate the revenge of the cap- 
tain, We ſtaid not long at the downs, but took 
the benefit of the firſt eaſterly wind to go round 
to Spithead ; where having received on board 
proviſions for fix months, we ſailed from St. He- 
lens, in the grand fleet bound for the Welt Indies 
on the ever memorable expedition of Carthage- 
na. 

It was not without great mortification, I ſaw 
myſelf on the point of being tranſported to ſuch 
a diſtant and unhealthy climate, deltitute of every 
convenience that could render ſuch a voyage ſup- 
portable; and under the dominion of an arbitra- 
ry tyrant, whoſe command was almoſt intolera- 
ble: However, as theſe complaints were com- 
mon to a great many on board, I reſolved to 
| ſubmit patiently to my fate, and contrive to make 
myſelf as eaſy as the nature of the caſe would 
allow. We got out of the channel with a pro- 
ſperous breeze, which died away, leaving us be- 
calmed about fifty leagues to the weſtward of the 
Vol. I. I 1 | 
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Lizard: But this ſtate of inaction did not lad 
long; for next night our main-top ſail was ſplt 
by the wind, which, in the morning, enereaſed 
to à hurricane. TI was awakened by a moſt terri. 
ble din, occaſioned by the play of the gun car. 
r1ages upon the decks above, the creeking of the 
cabbins, the howling of the wind through the 
ſhrouds, the confuſed noiſe of the ſhip's crew, 
the pipes of the boatſwain and his mates, the 
trumpets of the lieutenants, and the clanking of 
the chain-pumps. Morgan, who never had been 
at ſea before, turned out in a great hurry, crying, 
© Cot have mercy and compaſſion upon us; l 
believe we have got upon the confines of Luci. 
fer and the d—n'd ' While poor Thomſon 
lay quaking in his hammock, putting up peti- 
tions to heaven for our ſafety. I got out of bel 
and joined the Welſhman, with whom (after 
having fortified ourſelves with brandy) I went 
above ; but if my ſenſe of hearing was ſtartled 
before, how muſt my fight be appalled in behold- 
ing the effects of the ſtorm? The ſea was ſwelled 
into billows mountain-high, on the top of which 
our ſhip ſometimes hung, as if it was about to 
be precipitated to the abyſs below ! Sometimes 
we ſunk between two waves that roſe on each ſide 
higher than our top-maſt head, and threatened 
by daſhing together to overwhelm us in a mo- 
ment! Of all our fleet, conſiſting of a hundred 
and fifty ſail, ſcarce twelve appeared, and thoſe 
driving under their bare poles, at the mercy of 
the tempeſt. At length the maſts of one ot 


them gave way, and tumbled ever board with a 


ſhip much more agreeable -a number of officers 
and ſailors ran backwards and forwards with di. 


hideous craſh ! Nor was the proſpect in our owt 
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traction in their looks, halooing to one another, 
and unknowing what they ſhould attend to firſt. 
Some clung to the yards, endeavouring to un- 
bend the ſails that were ſplit into a thouſand 
pieces flapping in the wind; others tried to furl 
thoſe which were yet whole, while the maſts at 
every pitch, bent and quivered like twigs, as if 
they would have {hivered into innumerable ſplin- 
ters! While I confidered this ſcene with equal 
terror and aftoniſhment, one of the main braces 
broke, by the ſhock whereof two ſailors were 
flung from the yard's arm into the ſea, where 
they periſhed, and poor Jack Rattlin thrown 
down upon the deck, at the ex pence of a broken 
leg. Morgan and I ran immediately to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and found a ſplinter of the ſhin-bone 
thruſt by the violence of the fall thro? the kin : 
as this was a caſe of too great conſequence to be 
treated without the authority of the doctor, I 
went down to his cabbin, to ipform him of the 
accident, as well as to bring up dreſſings, which 
we always kept ready prepared. I entered his 
apartment without any ceremony, and by the 
glimmering ofa lamp, perceived him on his knees, 
before ſomething that very much reſembled a 
crucifix z but this I will not inſiſt upon, that I 
may not ſeem too much a ſlave to common report, 
which indeed aſſiſted my conjecture on this occa- 
ſion, by repreſenting doctor Mackſhane as a 
member of the church of Rome. Be this as it 
will, he got up in a ſort of confufion, occaſion- 
ed (I ſuppoſe) by being diſturbed in his devotion, 
and in a trice, ſnatched the object of my ſuſpi- 
cion from my ſight. After making an apology 
for my intruſion, I acquainted him with the ſitu- 
ation of Rattlin, but could by no means prevail 


men to carry him down to the cock-pit, and in 
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upon him to viſit him on deck where he lay ; he 
bid me delire the boatſwain to order ſome of the 


the mean time he would direct Thomſon in get. 
ting ready the dreſſings. When I ſignified to the 
boatſwain the doctor's deſire, he ſwore a terrible 
oath, that he could not {pare one man from the 
deck, becauſe he expected the maſts would go 
by the board every minute. This piece of infor. 
mation did not all contribute to my peace of 
mind; however, as my friend Rattlin complain. 
ed very much, with the aſſiſtance of Morgan, ] 
{upported him to the lower deck, whither Mr 
Mackſhane, after much intreaty, ventured to 
come, atteaded by Thomſon with a box full of 
dreſſings, and his own ſervant, who carried a 
whole fet of capital inſtruments, He examined 
the fracture and the wound, andconcluding from 
a livid colour, extending itſelf upon the limb, 
that a mortification would enſue, reſolved to 
amputate the leg immediately. This was a 
dreadfu] ſentence to the patient, who recruiting 
Eimſelf with a quid of tobacco, pronounced with 
a woeful countenance, What! is there no re- 
© medy, doctor? muſt I be dock'd? can't you 
* ſplice it? “ Aſſuredly, doctor Mackſhane 
* (faid the firſt mate) with ſubmiſſion and defe- 


R -& 


and opportunities, and ſtations, (look you) 
I do apprehend, and conjeQure, and ayer, 
that there is no occaſion nor neceſſity to ſmite 
* off this poor man's leg. God Almighty 
* bleſs you, dear Welſhman! (cried Rattlin) 
may you have fair wind and weather whereſo- 
ever yaur'e bound, and come to an anchor in 


| the road of heaven at laſt,” Mackſhane, very 


rence, and veneration to your ſuperior abilities 
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much incenſed at his mate's differing in opinion 
from him ſo openly, anſwered, that he was not 
| bound to give an account of his practice to him; 
and in a peremptory tone, ordered him to apply 
the tourniquet. At the ſight of which, Jack 
ſtarting up, cried, © Avalt, avaſt! dn my 
heart, if you clap your nippers to me till I 
© know wherefore—Mr Random, won't you. 
lend a hand towards faving of my precious 
limb? Odd's heart, if lieutenant Bowling was 
here he would not ſuffer Jack Rattlin's leg 
« to be chopped off like a piece of old junk.? 
This pathetic addreſs to me, joined to my incli- 
nation to ſerve my honeſt friend, and the rea- 
ſons I had to believe there was no danger in 
delaying the amputation, induced me to declare 
| myſelf of the firſt mate's opinion, and affirt 

that the preternatural colour of the ſkin, was. 
owing to an inflammation occaſtoned by a contu- 
ſion, and common in all ſuch caſes without any 
indication of an approaching gangrene. Mor- 
gan, who had a great opinion of my ſkill, ma- 
nifeſtly exulted in my fellowſhip, and aſked 
Thomſon's ſentiments of the matter, in hopes 
of ſtrengthening our aſſociation with him too; 
but he being of a meek diſpoſition, and either 
dreading the enmity of the ſurgeon, or ſpeaking 
the diftates of his own judgment, in a modeſt 
manner, eſpouſed the opinion of Mackſhane, 
who by this time, having conſulted with him- 
ſelf, determined to act in ſuch a manner, as to 
ſcreen himſelf from cenſure; and at the ſame time 
revenge himſelf on us, for our arrogance in con- 
tradicting him. With this view he demanded to 
know if we would: undertake to cure the leg at 
our peril; that is, be anſwerable for the conſe- 
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quence. To this Morgan replied, that the lixes 
of his creatures are in the hand of Cot alone, ang 
it would be great preſumption in him to under. 
take for an event that was in the power of his 
Maker, no more than the doctor could promiſe 
to cure all the ſick to whom he adminiſtered his 
aſſiſtance; but if the patient would put himſelf 
under our direction, we ſhould do our endeavour 
to bring his diſtemper to a favourable iſſue, to 
which, at preſent, we ſaw no obſtruQion. | 
ſignified my eoncurrence, and Rattlin was ſo 
overjoyed, that ſhaking us both by the hands, 
he {wore no body elſe ſhould touch him, and 
if he died, his blood ſhould be upon his own 
head. Mr Mackſhane, flattering himſelf with 
the proſpect of our miſcarriage, went away, 
and left us to manage it as we ſhould think pro- 
per: Accordingly, having ſawed off part of 


the ſplinter that ſtuck through the ſkin, we re. 


duced the fracture, dreſſed the wound, applied 
the eighteen-tailed bandage, and put the leg 
in a box, ſecundum artem. Every thing ſuc- 
ceeded according to our with, and we had the 
ſatisfaction of not only preſerving the poor fel. 
low's leg, but likewiſe of rendering the doctor 
contemptible among the ſhip's company, who 
had all their eyes upon us during the courſe 
of this cure, which was compleated in fix 
weeks, 
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CH. A p. XXIX. 


Mackſbane's malice—T am taten up and impriſoxed for a 
ſpy—Morgan mecis w'th ihe fame fate— Thomyon is tams 
ered with to turn evidence againſt us—dſdains the pro- 
ofal, and is maltreated for his integrity— Morgan is re- 
leaſed to aſſiſt the ſurgeon during an engagement with ſome 
French ſhips of war—1 remain fettered on the poop, ex- 
poſed to the enemies hot and grow del rious with fear— 
am comforted aſter the battle by Man, who ſpeaks 
freely of the captain; is overheard by the centnel who in- 
forms againſt him, and again impriſoned Thomſon grows 
deſperate, and notwithſtanding ine remonſirarces of More 
gan aud me, goes overvoard in the night. 


N the mean time the ſtorm ſubſided into a 
1 briſk gale, that carried us 'ito the warm lati- 
tudes, where the weather became intolerable, 
and the crew very fickly. The doctor left no- 
thing unattempted towards the completion of his 
vengeance againſt the Welſhman and me. He 
went among the ſick under pretence of enquiring 
into their grievances, with a view of picking up 
complaints to our prejudice ; but finding himſelf 
fruſtrated in that expectation, by the good-will 
we had procured from the patients by our dili- 
gence and humanity, he took the reſolution of 
liſtening to our converſation, by hiding himſelf 
behind the canvaſs that ſurrounded our birth; 
here too he was detected by the boy of our meſs, 
who acquainted us with this piece of behaviour, 
and one night, while we were picking a large 
bone of ſalt-beef, Morgan diſcerned E 
ſlir againſt our hangings, which immediately in- 
terpreting to be the doctor, he tipt me the wink, 
and pointed to the place, where I could evidently 
perceive ſomebody ſtanding; upon which I 
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quence. To this Morgan replied, that the lire 
of his creatures are in the hand of Cot alone, ang 
it would be great preſumption in him to under. 
take for an event that was in the power of his 
Maker, no more than the doctor could promiſe 
to cure all the ſick to whom he adminiſtered hjz 
aſſiſtance; but if the patient would put himſelf 
under our direction, we ſhould do our endeavour 
to bring his diſtemper to a favourable iſſue, to 
which, at preſent, we ſaw no obſtruction. 1 
ſignified my concurrence, and Rattlin was ſo 
overjoyed, that ſhaking us both by the hands, 
he ſwore no body elſe ſhould touch him, and 
if he died, his blood ſhould be upon his own 
head. Mr Mackſhane, flattering himſelf with 
the proſpect of our miſcarriage, went away, 
and left us to manage it as we ſhould think pro- 
per: Accordingly, having ſawed off part of 
the ſplinter that ſtuck through the ſkin, we re. 
duced the fracture, dreſſed the wound, applied 
the eighteen- tailed bandage, and put the leg 
in a box, ſecundum artem. Every thing ſuc- 
ceeded according to our wiſh, and we had the 
ſatisfaction of not only preſerving the poor fel. 
low's leg, but likewiſe of rendering the doctor 
contemptible among the ſhip's company, who 
had all their eyes upon us during the courſe 
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CAP... KAI 


Mackſrane's malice—T am talen up and impriſoned for a 
ſpy—Morgan meets w:th the fame fate—Thomyon is tam- 
pered with to turn evidence againſt us—d.ſdains the pro- 

ofal, and is maltreated for his integrity— Morgan is re- 
leaſed to aſſiſt the ſurgeon during an engagement with ſome 
French ſhips of war—1 remain fettered en the poop, ex- 
poſed to the enemies ſpot and grow del.rious with fear— 
am comforted after the buttle by \1:rgan, who ſpeaks 
freely of the captain; is overheard by the ceat'nel who in- 
forms againſt him, and again impriſuned— Thomſon grows 
deſperate, and notwithſtanding ine remonſtranc es of Mor 
gan and me, goes overboard inthe night. 


IN the mean time the ſtorm ſubſided into a 
1 briſk gale, that carried us juto the warm lati- 
tudes, where the weather became intolerable, 
and the crew very fickly. The doctor left no- 
thing unattempted towards the completion of his 
vengeance againſt the Welſhman and me, He 
went among the lick under pretence of enquiring 
into their grievances, with a view of picking up 
complaints to our prejudice ; but finding himſelf 
fruſtrated in that expectation, by the good-will 
we had procured from the patients by our dili- 
gence and humanity, he took the reſolution of 
liſtening to our converfation, by hiding himſelf 
behind the canvaſs that ſurrounded our birth; 
here too he was detected by the boy of our meſs, 
who acquainted us with this piece of behaviour, 
and one night, while we were picking a large 
bone of ſalt-beef, Morgan diſcerned ſomething 
ſlir againſt our hangings, which immediately in- 
terpreting to be the doctor, he tipt me the wink, 
and pointed to the place, where I could evidently 
perceive ſomebody ſtanding; upon which 1 
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Tnatched up the bone, and levelled it with all my 
force at him, ſaying, Whoever you are, take 
©* that for your curioſity.” It had the deſired 
effect, for we heard the liſtener tumble down, 
and aftewards-crawl to his ewn cabbin. I ap- 
plauded myſelf much for this fate, which turned 
out one of the moſt unlucky exploits of my life, 
Mackſhane from that night marking me out for 
deſtruction. About a week thereafter, as I was 
going my rounds among the ſick, I was taken 
priſoner, and carried to the poop by the maſter 
at arms, where I was loaded with irons, and ſta. 
pled to the deck, on pretence that I was a ſpy 
on board, and had conſpired againſt the captain's 
life. How ridiculous ſoever this imputation 
was, I did not fail to ſuffer by it all the rigour 
that could be ſhewn to the worſt of criminals, 
being expoſed in this miſerable condition to the 
ſcorching heat of the fun by day, and the un- 
wholeſome damps by night, during the ſpace of 
twelve days, in which time I was neither brought 
to trial, nor examined touching the probability 
of my charge. I had no ſooner recovered the 
uſe of my reflection, which had been quite over- 
thrown by this accident, than I ſent for Thom. 
ſon, who, after condeling with me on the occa- 
Non, hinted to me, that I owed this misfortune 
to the hatred of the doctor, who had given in 
-an information againſt me to the captain, in con- 
ſequence of which I was arreſted, and all my 
Papers ſeized. While I was curſing my capri- 
cious fate, I ſaw Morgan afcend the poop, 
guarded by two corporals, who made him ſit 
down by me, that he might be pinioned in the 
ſame machine. Notwithſtanding my ſituation, 
I could ſcarce refrain from laughing at the coun- 
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tenance of my fellow priſoner, who without 
ſpeaking one word, allowed his feet to be en- 
cloſed in the rings provided for that purpoſe ; 
but when they pretended to faſten him on his 
back, he grew outrageous, and drawing a large 
cuteau from Ins ſide pocket, threatened to ri 
up the belly of the firſt man who ſhould ap- 
proach him, in order to treat him in ſuch an un- 
worthy manner. They were preparing to uſe him 
very roughly, when the Jieutenant, on the quar- 
ter deck, called up to them to let him remain as 
he was. He then erept towards me, and takin 
me by the hand, bid me put my truſt in Cot.” 
And looking at Thomſon, who ſat by us trem- 
bling, with a pale viſage, told him, there were 
two more rings for his feet, and he ſhould be glad 
to find him in ſuch good company. But it was 
not the intention of our adverſary to include the 
ſecond mate in our fate: Him he exeepted to be 
his dradge in attending the ſick, and, if poſſible, 
his evidence againſt us: With this view he ſound- 
ed him afar off, but finding his Integrity incor- 
ruptible, he harraſſed him ſo much out of ſpite, 
that in a ſhort time this mild creature grew wea- 
| ry of his life. | 
While I and my fellow. priſoner comforted 
each other in our tribulation, the admiral diſco- 
vered four fail of ſhips to leeward, and made ſig- 
nal for our ſhip and four more to chace : Here 
upon, every thing was cleared for an engage- 
ment, and Mackſhane foreſceing he would have 
occaſion for more aſſiſtants than one, obtained 
Morgan's liberty; while I was left in this de- 
plorable poſture to the chance of battle. It was 
almoſt dark when we came up with the ſtern- 
molt chace, which we hailed, and enquired who 
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they were ; they gave us to underſtand they 
were Frenchmen of war, upon which captain 
Oakhum commanded them to ſend their boat on 
board of him, but they refuſed, telling him, if 
he had any buſineſs with them, to come on board 
of their ſhip: He then threatened to pour in a 
broad-fide upon them, which they promiſed to 
return. Both ſides were as good as their word, 
and the engagement began with great fury. The 
reader may gueſs how I paſſed my time, lying 
in this helpleſs ſituation, amidſt the terrors of a 
ſea - fight; expecting every moment to be cut a. 
ſunder, or daſhed in pieces by the enemies ſhot? 
I endeavoured to compoſe myſelf as much as pol. 
ſible, by reflecting that I was not a whit more 
expoſed than thoſe who were ſtationed about me; 
but when I beheld them employed without in- 
termiiſion, in annoying the foe, and encouraged 
by the ſociety and behaviour of one another, I 
could eaſily perceive a wide difference between 
their condition and mine: However, I conceal. 
ed my agitation as well as I could, till the head 
of the officer of marines, who ſtood near me, 
being ſhot off, bounced from the deck athwart 


my face, Jeavinng me well nigh blinded with 


brains. I could contain myſelf no longer, but 
began to bellow with all the ſtrength of my 
lungs ; when a drummer coming towards me, 
aſked if I was wounded; and before I could an- 
ſwer, received a great ſhot in his belly, which 
tore out his entrails, and he fell flat on my 
breaſt, This accident entirely bereft me of all 
diſcretion : I redoubled my cries, which were 
drowned in the noiſe of the battle; and findiog 
myſelf diſregarded, loſt all patience and became 


frantic ; vented my rage in oaths and execrations 
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til my ſpirits being quite exhauſtcd, I remained 
quiet and inſenſible of the load that oppreſſed 
me. The engagement laſted till broad-day, 
when capt. Oakhum, finding he was like to gain 
neither honour nor advantage by the affair, pre- 
tended to be undeceived by ſeeing their colours; 
| 2nd hailing the ſhip with whom he had fought all 
night, proteſted he believed. them Spainiards, 
and the guns being filenced on each fide, order- 
ed the barge to be hoiſted out, and went on board 
of the French commodore. Our loſs. amounted 
to ten killed and eighteen wounded, moſt part of 
whom afterwards died. My fellow-mates had 
no ſooner diſpatched their buſineſs in the cock- 
pit, than-full of friendly concern, they came to 
viit me. Morgan aſcending firſt, and ſeeing my 
face almoſt covered with brains and blood, con- 
cluded I was no longer a man for this world; 
and calling to Thomſon with great emotion, bid 
him come up and take his laſt farewell of his 
comerade and countryman, Who was poſting to 
a petter place, where there was no Mackſhanes 
nor Oakhums to aſperſe and torment him. No 
* (ſaid he, taking me by the hand) you are go- 
* ;ng to a country where there is more reſpect 
© ſhewn to unfortunate ſhentlemen, and where 
© you will have the ſatisfaction of peholding 
+ your adverſaries tolling upon pillows of purn- 
© ing primſtone.” Thomſon, alarmed-at this a- 
poſtrophe, made haſte to the place where I lay, 
and fitting down by me, with tears in his eyes, 
enquired into the nature of my calamity. By 
this time I had recollected myſelf fo far as to be 
able to converſe rationally with my friends, whom 
to their great ſatisfaction, I immediately unde- 
ceived with regard to their app enſion of my be- 
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they were; they gave us to underſtand they 
were Frenchmen of war, upon which captaiz ifquict * 
Oakhum commanded them to ſend their boat on 
board of him, but they refuſed, telling him, if 
he had any buſineſs with them, to come on boad Miiveithe! 
of their ſhip : He then threatened to pour in 3 
broad · ſide upon them, which they promiſcd to Hand ha 
return. Both ſides were as good as their word, | 
and the engagement began with great fury, The Hand th 
reader may gueſs how I paſſed my time, lying {Wiſe the 
in this helpleſs fituation, amidſt the terrors of ; 
ſea-fight.; expecting every moment to be cut a. 
ſunder, or daſhed in pieces by the enemies ſhot? 
I endeavoured to compoſe myſelf as much as pol. 
ſible, by reflecting that I was not a whit more 
expoſed than thoſe who were ſtationed about me; 
but when I beheld them employed without in- 
termiiſion, in annoying the foe, and-encouraged 
by the ſociety and behaviour of one another, I 
could eaſily perceive a wide difference between 
their condition and mine: However, I conceal. 
ed my agitation as well as I could, till the head 
of the officer of marines, who ſtood near me, 
being ſhot off, bounced from the deck athwart 
my | Binh leavinng me well nigh blinded with 
brains. I could contain myſelf no longer, but 
began to bellow with all the ſtrength of my 
lungs; when a drummer coming towards me, 
alked if I was wounded; and before I could an- 
ſwer, received a great ſhot in his belly, which 
tore out his entrails, and he fell flat on my and 
breaſt, This accident entirely bereft me of all Wl ©24' 
diſcretion : I redoubled my cries, which were ll dhis 
drowned in the noiſe of the battle; and finding bie 
myſelf diſregarded, loſt all patience and became tot 
frantic ; vented my rage in oaths and execrations, Wl << 
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til my ſpirits being quite exhauſtcd, I remained 
Huiet and infeaſible of the load that oppreſſed 
me. The, engagement laſted till broad-day, 
hen capt. Oakbum, finding he was like to gain 
peither honour nor advantage by the affair, pre- 
ended to be undeceived by ſeeing their colours; 


night, proteſted he believed. them Spainiards, 
and the guns being ſilenced on each fide, order- 
ed the barge to be hoiſted out, and went on board 
of the French commodore. Our loſs. amounted 
to ten killed and eighteen wounded, moſt part of 
whom afterwards died. My fellow-mates had 
no ſooner diſpatched their buſineſs in the cock- 
pit, than-full of friendly concern, they came to 
viit me. Morgan aſcending firſt, and ſeeing my 
face almoſt covered with brains and blood, con- 
cluded I was no longer a man for this world; 
and calling to Thomſon with great emotion, bid 
him come up and take his-lalt farewell of his 
comerade and countryman, who was poſting to 
a petter place, where there was no Mackſhanes 
nor Oakhums to aſperſe and torment him. No 
(laid he, taking me by the hand) you are go- 
ing to a country where there is more reſpect 
© ſhewn to unfortunate ſhentlemen, and where 
you will have the ſatisfaction of peholding 
your adverſaries toſſing upon pillows of purn- 
© ing primſtone.” Thomſon, alarmed.-at this a- 
poſtrophe, made haſte to the place where J lay, 
and fitting down by me, with tears in his eyes, 
enquired into the nature of my calamity, By 
this time I had recollected myſelf ſo far as to be 
able to.converſe rationally with my friends, whom 


to their great ſatisfaction, I immediately unde- 


ceired with regard. to their apprenſion of my be- 
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ders, as well as the ill uſage of Mackſhane, 
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ing mortally wounded. After I had got myſel 
diſengaged from the carnage in which I wallgy. 
ed, and partaken of a refreſhment which m 

friends brought along with them, we entered in. 
to diſcourſe upon the hardſhips we ſuſtained, 
and ſpoke very freely of the authors of our mi. 
ſery; which being over-heard by the centing 
who guarded me, he was no ſooner relieved than 
he reported to the captain every ſyllable of or 
converſation, according to the orders he had re. 
ceived, The effects of this ſoon appeared in the 
arrival of the maſter ar arms, who replaced 
Morgan in his former ftation ; and gave the fe. 
cond mate a caution to keep a ſtrict guard over 
his tongue, if he did not chuſe to accompany uz 
in our confinement. Thomſon foreſeeing that 
the whole ſlavery of attending and dreſſing the 


ſick and wounded, muſt now fall upon his thoul. 


grew deſperate at the proſpect, and though | 
never heard him {wear before, imprecated dread. 
ful curſes on the heads of his oppreſſors, declar- 
ing, that he would rather quit life altogether, 
than be much longer under the power of {ſuch 
barbarians, I was not a little ſtartled at his 
vivacity, and endeavoured to alleviate his cem- 
paints, by repreſenting the ſubject of my own, 
with as much aggravation as it would bear, by 
which compariſon he might ſee the balance of 
misfortune Jay on my fide, and take an example 
from me of fortitnde and ſubmiſſion, till ſuch 
time as we could procure redreſs, which (I hoped) 
was not far off, confiderieg that we ſhould pro- 
bably be in a harbour in leſs than three days, 
where we ſhould have an opportunity of prefer- 


riog our complaints to the admiral. The Welg. 
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man joined in my remonſtrances, and was at 
great pains te demonſtrate, that it was ever 
man's duty as well as intereſt to reſign himſelf to 
the divine will, and look upon himſelf as a cen- 
tinel upon duty, who is by no means at liberty 
to leave his poſt before he is relieved. Thom- 
ſon liſtened attentively to what we ſaid, and, at 
laſt, ſhedding a flood of tears, ſhook his head, 
and left us, without making any reply. About 
eleven at night, he came to ſee us again, with a 
ſettled gloom on his countenance, aad gave us to 
underſtand, that he had undergone exceſſive toil 
fince he ſaw us, and in recompence had been 
groſly abuſed by the doctor, who taxed him with 
being confederate with us, in a deſign of taking 
away his life, and that of the captain. After 
ſame time ſpent in mutual exhortation, he got 
up, and ſqueezing me by the hand with an un- 
common fervour, cried, * God bleſs you both,? 
and left us to wonder at his ſingular manner of 
parting with us, which did not fail to make an 
impreſſion on us both. | 
Next morning, when the hour of viſitation 
came round, this unhappy young man was miſ- 
fing, and after ſtri& ſearch, ſuppoſed to have 
gone over board in the night; which was cer- 
tainly the cafe. 
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We lament over the fate of our companion—the captain «fr; 
Morgan his liberty, which he refuſes to accepl—we are 
brought before him and examined— Morgan is ſent back 15 
cuſtody, whither alſo I am remanded after a curious trial. 


HE news of this event affected my fellow 


priſoner and me extremely, as our unfor- 
tunate companion had juſtly acquired by his a. 
miable diſpoſition, the love and eſteem of us 


both; and the more we regretted his untimely 


fate, the greater horror we conceived for the vil. 
lain who was undoubtedly the occaſion of it. 
This abandoned miſcreant did not diſcover the 
leaſt ſymptom of concern for 'Thomſon's death, 
although he muſt be conſcious to himſelf of ha- 
ing driven him by ill uſage to that fatal reſoluti- 


on; but he deſired the captain to ſet Morgan at 


liberty again to look after the patients. Ac- 
cordingly, ene of the corporals was ſent up to 
unfetter him; when he proteſted he would not 
be releaſed until he ſhould know for what he was 
confined 3; nor would he be a tennis- ball, nor a 
ſnuttle· cock, nor a trudge, nor a ſcullion to any 
captain under the ſun. Oakhum finding him 
obſtinate, and fearing it would not be in his 
power to exerciſe his tyranny much longer with 
impunity, was willing to ſhew ſome appearance 
of juſtice, and therefore ordered us both to be 
brought before him on the quarter- deck, where 


he lat in ſtate, with his:clerk on one fide, and 


his counſellor (Mackſhane) on the other. When 
we approached, he honoured us with this ſaluta- 
tion: © So gentlemen, dn my blood! many a 
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both to be tucked up to the yard's-arm, with- 
« out either judge or jury, for the crimes you 
have been guilty of; but dn my blood, I 
have too much good nature, in allowing ſuch 
dogs as you to make your defence.“ Captain 
« Oaghum (ſaid my fellow: ſufferer), certainly it 
is in your power (Cot help the while) to tuck 
aus all up at your will, and delire. and plea- 
+ ſures. And, perhaps it would be petter for 
« ſome of us to be tucked up, than undergo the 
© miſeries to which we have been expoſed. So 
may the farmer hang his gids for his diverſion 
© and amuſement, and mirth, but there is ſuch a 
© thing as juſtice, if not upon earth, ſurely in 
© heaven, that will puniſh with hre aud prim- 
4 ſtone, all thoſe who take away tae lives of in- 
* nocent pm out of wantonnels and parpari- 
C1 
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you). In the mean time, 1 ſhall be 
glad to know the crimes Jaid to my charge, and 
4 fee the perſon who accuſes me.“ That you 
* ſhall (ſaid the captain) here doctor, what have 
« you to Jay !' — Mackſhane, ſtepping forward, 
hemmed a good while in order to clear his throat, 
and before he began, Morgan accoſted him thus: 
Doctor Mackthane, look in my face look in 
* the face of an honeſt man, who abhors a falſe 
© witneſs as he abhors the tevil, and Cot be 
judge between you and me.“ The doctor, not 
minding this conjuration, made the followin 
ſpeech, as near as I can remember :—* III tell 
* you-what, Mr Morgan, to be ſure what you 
' ſay is juſt, in regard to an honeſt man; and if 
* ſo be it appears as how you are an honelt man, 
* then it is my opinion, that you deſerve to be 
* acquitted, in relation to that there affair ; for 
I tell you what, captain Oakhum is reſolved 
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for to do every body juſtice. As for my ow; 
b part, all that I have to alledge is, that I have 
been informed, you have ſpoken diſreſpcctfa 
words againſt your captain, who, to be fure 
is the. moſt honourable and generous command. 
er in the king's ſervice, without aſparagemeit 
or exception of man, woman, or child.” Ray. 
ing uttered this elegant harangue, on which hie 
ſeemed to plume himſelf, Morgan replied, « | 
do partly gueſs and conceive, and underſtand 
« your meaning, which I wiſh, could be more 
explicit: Put, however, I do fuppoſe, I am 
not to be condemned upon pare hear ſay; or 
if I am convicted of ſpeaking diſreſpect fully of 
captain Oaghum, I hope there is no treaſon 
in my words.“ © But there's mutiny, by G. -d, 
© and that's death by the articles of war (cried 
Oakhum). In the mean time, Jet the wit. 
neſſes be called.“ Hereupon Mackſhane's ſer. 
vant appeared, and the boy of our meſs, whom 
they had ſeduced and tutored for the purpoſe. 
The firſt declared, that Morgan, as he deſcended 
the cock · pit ladder, one day, curſed the cap. 
tain, and called him a ſavage beaſt, ſaying, he 
ought to be hunted down az an enemy to man- 
kind. This (ſaid the clerk) is a ſtrong pre- 
* ſumption of a delign form'd againſt the cap- 
tain's life, For why; it preſuppoſes malice 
afore-thought, and a criminal intention a pris. 
ri. * Right ſaid the captain to this miſerable 
grub, (who had ,been an attorney's boy) you 
ſhall have law enough, here's Cook and Little- 
John for it.“ This evidence was confirmed by 
the boy, who affirmed he heard the firſt mate 
Jay, that the captain had no more bowels than 
a bear, and the ſurgeon had no more brains than 
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au aſs. Then the centinel who heard our diſ- 
courſe on the poop was examined, and informed 

the court that the Welſhman aſſured me, that 
| captain Oakhum and doctor Mackſhane would 
| tofs upon billows of burning brimſtone in hell 
for their barbarity. The clerk obſerved, that 
here was an evident prejudication, which con- 


firmed the former ſuſpicion of a confpiracy a- 


gainſt the life of captain Oakhum ; for becauſe, 
| how could Morgan ſo poſitively pronounce that 
the captain and ſurgeon would be damned, un- 
leſs he had an intention to make away with them 
before they could have time to repent ? —This 
ſage explanation had great weight with our no- 
ble commander, who exclaimed, © What have 
you to ſay to this, Taffy? you ſeem to be tak- 
© en all a back, brother, hah!'— Morgan was. 
too much of a gentleman to. diſown the text, 
although he abſolutely denied the truth of the 
comment. Upon which the captain ſtrutting up to 
him, with a. ferocious countenance, ſaid, So, Mr 
Son of a b--ch, you confeſs you honoured me 
with the names of bear and beaft, and pro- 
* nounced my damnation! D- n my heart !- 1 


© have a good mind te have you brought to a 


* court-martia] and hanged, you dog.” Here 
Mackſhane, having occaſion for an aſſiſtant, in- 


terpoſed, and begged the captain to pardon 


Mr Morgan, with his wonted goodneſs, upon 
condition that he the dilinquent ſhould make 
ſuch ſubmiſſion as the nature of his miſdemeanor 
demanded. Upon which the Cambro Briton, 
who on this occaſion, would have made no ſub- 
miſſion to the great Megul, ſurrounded with his 
guards, thanked the doctor for his meditation, 


and acknowledged himſelf in the wrong for hav- 
Vol, I. Mm 
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ing called the image of Cot a beaſt, © But (ait 


* he) I ſpoke by metaphor and parable, and gere 
* compariſon, and types; as we ſignify meek. An 
* neſs by a lamb, letchery by a goat, and craf. « ma 
* tineſs by a fox; ſo we liken ignorance to an « the 
« afs, and brutality to a bear, and fury to a ty. clerk 
ger ; therefore J made theſe ſimilies to en. coule 
« preſs my ſentiments (look ye) and what I fad whic 
before Cot, I will not unſay before man no chat 
« peaft neither.“ Oakhum was ſo provoked a: ſeem 
tlis inſolence, (as he termed it) that he ordered aſkir 
him forthwith to be carried to the place of hi; I tri 
confinement, and his clerk to proceed in the ex. ſuch 
amination of me. The firſt queſtion put to at m 
me, was touching the place of my nativity, to t! 
which I declared to be the north of Scotland, fog: 
The north of Ireland more liker (cried tb: pect 
captain) but we ſhall bring you up preſently. had 
He then aſked what religion I profeſſed; and othe 
when I anſwered the Proteſtant, Swore I wa tain 
as arrant a Roman as ever went to maſs. Come, the. 
* come, clerk, (continued he) catechize him: dec 
little on this ſubject.“ But before I relate the and 
particulars of the clerk's enquiries, it will not gui 
be amiſs to inform the reader that our com. «| 
mander himſelf was an Hibernian; and, if not uſe 
ſhrewdly belied, a Roman Cathol:ck to boot, Th 
* You fay you are a Proteltant (ſaid the clerk] thi 
make the ſign of the croſs with your fingers, ren 
* fo, and ſwear upon it, to that affirmation, fed 
When TI was about to perform this ceremony, mi 
the captain cried with ſome emotion, No, no, de: 
* damme! I'll have no profanation neither, fte 
* But go on with your interrogations.” Wel WI 
© then (proceeded my examiner) how many f. pi 
* craments are there ?-- To which I replicd, 
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Two.“ What are they? (ſaid he).“ I an- 
ſwered, © Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper.” 
And ſo you would explode confirmation and 
marriage altogether? (ſaid Oakhum) I 
thought this fellow was a rank Roman. The 
clerk, though he was bred under an attorney, 
could not refrain from bluſhing at this blunder, 
which he endeavoured to conceal, by obſerving, 
that theſe decoys would not do with me who 
ſeemed to be an old offcnder—He went on, with 
| aſking if I believed in Tranſubſtantiation ; but 
| treated the notion of the real preſence with 
ſuch diſreſpect, that his patron was ſcandalized 
| at my impiety, and commanded him to proceed 
to the plot. Whercupon this miſcrable petti— 
forger told me, there was great reafon to ſuſ- 
pect me of being a ſpy on board: and that 1 
had entered into a conſpiracy with Thomſon and 
others not yet detected, againſt the life of cap- 
tam Oakham. To ſipport which accuſation, 
they adduced the tefiimony of our boy, who 
declared he had heard the deceaſed Thomſon 
and me whiſpering together, and could dittin- 
guiſh the words, Oakhum, raical, poiſon, pi- 
* ſtol, by which it appeared we did intend to 
uſe ſiniſter means to accompliſh his deſtruction. 
That the death of Thomſon ſeemed to confirm 
this conjecture, who either feeling the ſtings of 
remorſe for being engaged in fuch a horrid con- 
federacy, or fearing a diſcovery by which he 
muſt have infallibly ſuffered an ignominious 
death, had put a fatal period to his own exi- 
lence. . But what eſtabliſhed the truth of the 
whole, was a book in cyphers found among my 
Papers, which exactly tallied with one found in 
is cheſt, after his diſappearance; This he ob- 
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ſerved was a preſumption very near proof poß. 
tive, and would determine any jury in chiiftey. 
dom to find me guilty. In my own defence, | 
alledged, that I had been dragged on board at 
firſt very much againſt my inclination, as I could 
prove by the evidence of ſome people now in the 
ſhip ; conſequently could have no deſign of he. 
coming a ſpy at that time; and ever ſince had 
been entirely out of the reach of any correſpon. 
dence that could juſtly entail that ſuſpicion upon 
me :—and as for conſpiring againſt my captain; 
life, it could not be ſuppoled that any man jn 
his right wits would harbour the leaſt thought 
offuch an undertaking, which he could not pof. 
bly perform without certain infamy and rujy 
to himſelf, even if he had all the inclination in 
the world. That allowing the boy's evidence 
tio be true (which I affirmed was falſe and mali. 
Wy cious) nothing conclufive could be gathered from 
a few incoherent words: Neither was the fate of 
Mr Thomſon a circumſtance more favourable to 
the charge; for I had in my pocket a letter 
which too well explained that myſtery, in a very 
different manner from that which was ſuppoſed : 
With theſe words I produced the following letter, 


after Thomſon diſappeared ; and told me it was 
committed to his care by the deceaſed, who 
made him promiſe not to deliver it ſooner. The 
clerk taking it out of my hand, read aloud the 
contents, which were theſe : 


* Drax FrlEenD, 

A fo much oppreſſed with the fatigue ! 
« ® daily and nightly undergo, and the barba- 
© rous Ken of Doctor Mackſhane, who is bent 
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which Jack Rattlin brought to me the very day 
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on your deſtruction as well as mine, that Iam 
« reſolved to free myſelf from this miſerable life, 
and before you receive this, ſhall be no more. 
I could have wiſhed to die in your good opi- 
nion, which I am afraid I ſhall forfeit by the 
« Jaſt act of my life; but if you cannot acquit 
© me, I know you will at leaſt preſerve ſome re- 
« gard for the memory of an unfortunate young 
© man who loved you. Irecommend it to you 
to beware of Mackſhane, whoſe revenge is im- 
« placable. I with all proſperity to you and Mr 
Morgan, to whom pray offer my laſt reſpects, 
© and beg to be remembered as your unhappy 
friend and countryman, | 
* Wiitian TROMSoOR. 


This letter was no ſoener read, than Mack- 
ſhane, in a tranſport of rage, ſnatched it out of 
the clerk's hands, and tore it into a thouſand pie- 
ces, ſaying, it was a villainous forgery, contriv- 
ed and executed by myſelf. The captain and 
clerk declared themſelves of the ſame opinion, 
notwithſtanding I inſiſted on having the remains 
of it compared to other writings of Thomſon, 
which they had in poſſeſſion ; and I was ordered 
to anſwer the laſt article of my accuſation, 
namely, the book of cyphers found among my 
papers, That is eaſily done {ſaid I) What 
' you are pleaſed to call 'cyphers, are no other 
than the Greek characters, in which, for my 
amuſement I kept a diary of every thing re- 
* markable that had occurred to my obſervation 
ſince the beginning of the voyage, till the day 
on which I was put in irons ; and the ſame 


method was practiſed by Mr Thomſon, who 
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copied mine.” A very likely ftory ! (eric) 

Mackſhane) what occaſion was there for uſine 

Greek characters, if you were not afraid (| 

diſcovering what you had wrote? but why 

dye talk of Greek characters? D'ye think 1 

am ſo ignorant of the Greek language, as not 
to diſtinguiſh its letters from theſe, which are 
no more Greek than Chineſe? No, no, I wil 
not give up my knowledge of the Greek fot 
you, nor none that ever came from your coun. 
try.“ 8 ſaying, with an unparalelled effron. 
tery, he repeated ſome gibberiſh, which by the 
ſound ſeemed to be Iriſh, and made it paſs for 
Greek with the captain, who looking at me 
with a contemptible ſneer, exclaimed, * Ah ha 
© have you caught a Tartar ?* I could not help 
ſmiling at the conſummate aſſurance of this Hi. 
bernian, and offered to refer the diſpute to an 

body on board, who underſtood the Greek al. 
phabet : Upon which Morgan was brought back, 
and being made acquainted with the affair took 
the book, and read a whole page in Engliſh, 
without heſitation, deciding the controverſy in 
my favour. The doctor was ſo far from being 
out of countenance at this, that he affirmed 
Morgan was in the ſecret, and repcated from 
his own invention. Oakhum ſaid, * Ay, ay, I 
© ſee they are both in a ſtory,” and diſmiſſed 
my fellow mate to his cock-loft, although I pro- 
poſed that he and I ſhould read or tranſlate ſe. 
parately, any chapter or verſe in the Greek te- 
ftament in his poſſeſſion, by which it would ap- 
pear whether we or the ſurgeon ſpoke truth, 
Not being endowed with eloquence enougi to 
convince the captain that there could be no 
juggle nor confederacy in this expedient, I vep- 
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ed to be examined by ſome unconcerned perſon 
on board who underſtood Greek: Accordingly 
the whole ſhip's company, officers and all were 
| called upon deck, among whom it was pro- 
claimed, that if any of them could ſpeak Greek, 
he or they ſo qualified ſnould aſcend the quarter- 
deck immediately. After ſome pauſe two fore- 

maſt men came up, and profeſſed their ſkill in 
| that language, which (they ſaid) they acquired 
during ſeveral voyages to the Levant, amon 
the Greeks of the Morea.- The captain exulted 
much in this declaration, and put my journal 
book into the hands of one of them, who can- 
didly owned he could neither read nor write ; 
the other acknowledged the ſame degree of ig- 
norance, but pretended to ſpeak the Greek lingo 
with any man on board; and addreſſing himſelf 
to me, pronounced ſome ſentences of a barba- 
| rous corrupted language, which I did not un- 
derſtand. I aſſerted that the modern Greeks 
was as different from that ſpoke and writ by the 
ancients, as the Engliſh uſed now from the old 
Saxon ſpoke in the time of Hengiſt; and as I 
had only learned the true orignal tongue, in 
which Homer, Pindar, the evangeliſts and other 
great men of antiquity wrote, it could not be 
ſuppoſed that I ſhould know any thing of an 
imperfect Gothick dialect that roſe on the ruins 
of the former, and ſcarce retained any traces of 
the old expreſſion But if doctor Mackſhane, 
who pretended to be the maſter of the Greek 
language, could maintain a converſation with 
theſe ſeamen, I would retract what I had ſaid, 
and be content to ſuffer any puniſhment he 
ſnould think proper to inflict. I had no ſooner 
vitered theſe words than the ſurgeon knowing 
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one of the fellows to be his countryman, 2c. 

coſted him in Iriſn, and was anſwered in the 

fame brogue; then a dialogue enſued between 

them, which they affirmed to be Greek, after 

having ſecured the ſecrecy of the other tar, who 

had his cue in the language of the Morea from 

his companion, before they would venture to 
aſſert ſuch an intrepid falſehood. * I thought 
* (ſaid Oakhum) we ſhould diſcover the impoſture 
© at laſt, Let the raſcal be carried back to his 
+ confinement. I find he mult dangle.” Having 
nothing further to urge in my own behalf before 
a court ſo. prejudiced with ſpite, and fortified 
with ignorance againſt truth, I ſuffered myſclf 
to be reconducted peaceably tomy fellow priſon. 
er, who hearing the particulars of my trial, lift. 
ed up his hands and eyes to heaven, and uttered a 
dreadful groan; and not daring to diſburthen bis 
thoughts to me by ſpeech,. leſt he might he 
overheard by the centinel, burſt forth into x 
Welſh ſong, which he accompanied with a thou. 
fand contortions of face and violent geſtures of 


body. 
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T diſcover a ſubbornation againſt me, by means of a quarre| 
between two of the evidences; in conſequence of which I 
am fet at liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept f 
his freedom on the ſame terms Mackſhane's malice—ut 
arrive at Jamica, from whence in a fhort time we beat up 
ts Hiſpanicla, in conjunction with the Weſt Indian ſqua- 
dron—IWe take in water, ſail again, and arrive at Car- 
thagena—refleftions on our conduct there. 


EAN while a quarrel happening between 
the two modern Greeks, the one to be 
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tevenged of the other, came and diſcovered to us 
the myſtery of Mackſhane's dialogue, as I hare 
explained it above. This detection came to the 
ears of the doctor, who was fenſible that (now 
we were in ſight of Jamaica) we ſhould have an 
opportunity of clearing ourſelves before a court - 
martial, and at the ſame time, of making his 
malice and 1gnorance conſpicuous, he interceded 
for us with the captain fo effectually that in a 
| few hours we were ſet at liberty, and ordered to 
return to our duty. This was a bappy event for 
me, my whole body being bliſtered by the ſun, 
and my limbs benumbed for want ef motion: 
But I could not perſuade the Welſhman to accept 
| of this indulgence, he perſiſting in his obſtina- 
cy to remain in irons until he ſhould be diſcharg- 
| ed by a court-martial, which he believed would 
alſo do him juſtice on his enemies ; at length I 
repreſented to him the precarious iſſue of a trial, 
the power and intereſt of his adverſaries, and 
flattered his revenge with the hope of wreaking 
his reſentment with his own hands upon Mack- 
ſhane after our return to England. This laft 
argument had more weight with him than all the 
reſt, and prevailed upon him to repair with me 
to the cock - pit, which J no ſooner entered, than 
the idea of my departed friend preſented itſelf to 
my remembrance, and filled my eyes with tears. 
We difcharged from our meſs the boy who had 
| ated fo perfidiouſſy, notwithitanding his tears, 
treaties, and profeſſions of penitence for what 
he had done; but not before he had confeſſed 
that the ſurgeon had bribed him to give evidence 
againſt us, with a pair of ftockings and a cou- 
pie of old check ſhirts, which his ſervant. had 
lince plundered him ß. £ 
You. I. M m 
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The keys of our cheſts and Jockers being ſent 
to us by the doctor, we detained the meilenger 
until we had examined the contents; and my fel. 
Jow-mate finding all his Cheſhire cheeſe conſum. 
ed to a cruſt, his brandy exhauſted, and hit 
onions gone, was ſeized with a fit of choler, 
which he diſcharged -on Mackſhane's man iq 
oaths and execrations, threatening to proſecute 
him as a thief. The fellow ſwore in his turn 
that he never had the keys in his poſſeſſion til 
that time, when he received them from his ma. 


| ter, with orders to deliver them to us. A; 


* Cot is my judge (cried Morgan) and my ſalfa. 
tion, and my witneſs, whoſoever has pilfered 
my provifion is a louſy, peggarly, raſcally 
knave! and by the ſoul of my grand-ſire! ! 
will impeach, and accuſe, and indict him cf 
roppery, if I did but know who he is.“ Had 
this happened at ſea where we could not repair 
the loſs, in-all probability, this deſcendant of 


* 
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Cadwallader would have loft his wits entirely: 


but when I obſerved, how eaſy it would be to 
make up for this paultry misfortune, he became 
more calm, and reconciled himſelf to the occa- 
ſion. A little while after, the ſurgeon came 
into the birth, under pretence of taking ſome- 
thing out of the medicine cheſt, and with : 
ſmiling aſpect, wiſhed us joy of our deliverance, 
which he ſaid he had been at great pains to ob- 


tain of the captain, who was very juſtly incenſed 


at our behaviour; but he (the doctor) had paſſed 
his word for our conduct in time to come, and 
he hoped we ſhould give him no cauſe to repent 


of his kindneſs. He expected (no doubt) 2 


acknowledgment from us for this pretended piece 


of ſervice, "as well as a general amneſty of whal 
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was paſt ; but he had to do with people who 
were not quite ſo apt to forgive injuries as he 
imagined, or to forget that if our deliverance 
was owing to his mediation, our calamity was 
occaſioned by his malice ; 1 therefore ſat filent 
while my companion anſwered, * Ay, ay, tis no 
matter —Cot knows the heart —there is a time 
for all things, as a wiſe man ſaith, there is a 
time for throwing away ſtones, and a time to 


gather them up again.“ He ſeemed to be diſ- 


concerted at this reply, and went away in a pet, 


muttering ſomething about * Ingratitude, and 
+ Fellows,” which we did not think lic to take 
any notice of. ? 

Our fleet having joined another that waited for 
us, lay at anchor about a month in the harbour 


of Port- Royal in Jamaica, during which time 


ſomething of conſequence was certainly tranfact- 
ed notwithſtanding the infinuations of ſome who 
affirmed, we had no buſineſs at all in that place, 
—that in order to take the advantage of the 
ſeaſon proper for our enterpriſe, the Wed. Indian 
ſquadron, which had previous notice of our com- 
ing, ought to have joined us at the Weſt end of 
Hiſpaniola with neceſſary ſtores and refreſhments, 
from whence we could have failed directly to 
Carthagena, before the enemy could put them- 
felves in a good poſture of defence, or indeed 
have any inkliag of our deſign. Be this as it 
will, we ſailed from Jamaica, and in ten days or 
a fortnight, beat againſt the wind as far as the 
iſle of Vache, with an intention, as was ſaid, to 
attack the French fleet, then ſupppoſed to be 
lying near that place; but before we arrived 
they ſailed for Europe, having firit diſpatched an 
advice - boat to. Carthagena, with an account of 
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our being in thoſe ſeas, as alſo of our ſtrength 
and deſtination. Woe loitered here ſome days 
longer, taking in wood, and brackiſh water, in 
the uſe whereof, however, our admiral ſeemed ty 
conſult the health of the men, by reſtricting 
each to a quart a day. At length we ſet fail, 
and arrived in a bay to the windward of Cartha. 
gena, where we came to an anchor, and lay at our 
eaſe ten days longer. Here again certain mali- 
cious people take occaſion to blame the conduct 
of their ſuperiors, by ſaying, this was not only 
throwing away time, which was very precious 
conlidering the approach of the rainy ſeaſon, 
but alſo giving the Spaniards time to recollect 
themſelves, aud recover from the conſternation 
they were thrown in at the approach of an Eng- 
liſh fleet, at leaſt three times as numerous as ever 
appeared in that part'of the world before. But 
if I might be allowed to give my opinion of the 
matter, | would aſcribe this delay to the generoſi- 
ty of our chiefs, who ſcorned to take an advan- 
tage that fortune might give them, even over an 
enemy. At laſt, however, we weighed and anchor. 
ed again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's mouth, 
where we made ſhift to land our marines, who 
encamped on the beack in deſpite of the enemy's 
ſhot, which knocked a good many of them on 
the head. This piece of conduct in chufing a 
eamp under the walls of an enemy's fortification, 
which I believe never happened before, was prac- 
tiſed, I preſume, with a view of accuſtoming the 
foldiers to ſtand fire, who were not as yet much 
uſed to diſcipline, moſt of them having been 
taken from the plough-tail a few months before. 
This again has furniſhed matter for cenſure a- 
gainſt the miniftry, for ſending a few raw recruits 
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en ſuch an important enterprize, while ſo many 
veteran regiments lay inactive at home: But 
ſurely our governors had their reaſons for ſo do- 
ing, which poſſibly may be diſeloſed with other 
ſecrets of the deep. Perhaps they were loth to 
riſk their beſt troops on ſuch deſperate ſervice; 
or, may be the colonels and field officers of the 
old corps, who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed 
their commiſſions as ſinecures or penſions for 
ſome domeſtic ſervices tendered to the court, 
refuſed to embark in ſuch a dangerous and pre- 
carious undertaking : for which, no doubt, they 

are to be much commended, | 


— — en de — 


— 


E RN 1 . 


Our land forces being diſembarked, erect a facine battery— 
our ſhip is ordered with four more, to baiter the fort of 
Bocca Chica Macłſhane's cowardice—the chaplain's fren- 

. Zy—boneſt Ratilin loſes one hand—his herotſm and refletti- 
ons on the baitle—Crampleys behaviour io me during the 
beat 5f the fi; bt. | 


C35" forces being landed and ſtationed as I 
have already mentioned, ſet about erectin 
a facine battery to carnonade the principle fort 
of the enemy, and in ſomething more than three 
weeks, it was ready to open. That we might do 
the Spaniards as much * honour as poſſible, it 
was determined in a council of war, that five of 
our largeſt ſhips ſhould attack the fort on one 
fide, while the battery plyed it on the other, 
ſtrengthened with two mortars, and twenty-four 
cohorns. 

Accordingly, the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, 
among others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed 
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our being in thoſe ſeas, as alſo of our ſtrength 
and deſtination. We loitered here ſome days 
longer, taking in wood, and brackiſh water, in 
the uſe whereof, however, our admiral ſeemed ty 
conſult the health of the men, by reſtricting 
each to a quart a day. At length we ſet fail, 
and arrived in a bay to the windward of Cartha- 
gena, where we came to an anchor, and lay at our 
eaſe ten days longer. Here again certain mali. 
cious people take occaſion to blame the conduct 
of their ſuperiors, by ſaying, this was not only 
throwing away time, which was very precious 
conſidering the approach of the rainy ſeaſon, 
but alſo giving the Spaniards time to recollect 
themſelves, and recover from the conſternation 
they were thrown in at the approach of an Eng. 
liſh fleet, at leaſt three times as numerous as ever 
appeared in that part'of the world before. But 
if I might be allowed to give my opinion of the 
matter, | would aſcribe this delay to the generoſi- 
ty of our chiefs, who ſcorned to take an advan- 
tage that fortune might give them, even over an 
enemy. At laſt, however, we weighed and anchor. 
ed again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's mouth, 
where we made ſhift to land our marines, who 
encamped on the beach in deſpite of the enemy's 
ſhot, which knocked a good many of them on 
the head. This piece of conduct in chuling a 
eamp under the walls of an enemy's fortification, 
which I believe never happened before, was prac- 
tiſed, I preſume, with a view of accuſtoming the 
folders to ſtand fire, who were not as yet much 
uſed to diſcipline, moſt of them having been 
taken from the plough-tail a few months before. 
This again has furniſhed matter for cenſure a- 


gainſt the miailtry, for ſending a few raw recruits 
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on ſuch an important enterprize, while ſo many 
veteran regiments lay inactive at home: But 
ſurely our governors had their reaſons for ſo do- 
ing, which poſſibly may be diſeloſed with other 
ſecrets of the deep. Perhaps they were loth to 
riſk their beſt troops on ſuch deſperate ſervice; 
or, may be the colonels and field officers of the 
old corps, who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed 
their commiſſions as ſinecures or penſions for 
ſome domeſtic ſervices tendered to the court, 
refuſed to embark in ſuch a dangerous and pre- 
carious undertaking : for which, no doubt, they 
are to be much commended, 
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CNS forces being landed and ſtationed as I 
have already mentioned, ſet about erecting 
a facine battery to carnonade the principle fort 
of the enemy, and in ſomething more than three 
weeks, it was ready to open. That we might do 
the Spaniards as much honour as poſſible, it 
was determined in a council of war, that five of 
bur largeſt ſhips ſhould attack the fort on one 
fide, while the battery plyed it. on the other, 
ſtrengthened with two mortars, and twenty-four 
cohorns. | 

Accordingly, the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, 
among others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed 
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the night before, to make every thing clear fy 
that purpoſe ; and in ſo doing, a difference hap. 
pened between captain Oakbum and his well be. 
loved couſin and councellor Mackſhane, which 
had well-nigh terminated in an open rupture, 
The doctor, who had imagined there was no more 
Roger of being hurt by the enemy's ſhot in the 
cock pit than in the centre of the earth, was 
lately informed that a ſurgeon's mate had been 
killed in that place by a cannon-ball from two 
ſmall forts that were deſtroyed before the dil. 
embarkation of our ſoldiers; and therefore ini! 
ed upon having a plat-form railcd for the conre- 
nience of the tick and wounded in the after-hol., 
where he deemed himfelf more fecure than on the 
deck above. The captain, offended at this ex: 
traordinary propoſal, accuſed him of puſillani- 
mity, and told him there was no room in the 
hold for ſuch an occaſion; or if there was, he 
could not expect to be indulged more than the 
reſt of the ſurgeon's of the navy, who uſed the 
eockpit for that purpoſe ; Fear rendering Mack— 
ſhane obſtinate, he perſiſted in his demand, and 
ſhewed his inſtructions, by which it was autho- 
riſed: The captain {wore theſe inſtructions 
were dictated by a parcel of lazy poltroons, who 
were never at ſea; but was obliged to comply, 
and ſent for the carpenter to give him orders a- 
bout it: But before any ſach meaſure could be 
taken, our ſignal was thrown out, and the doc- 
tor compelled to thruſt his carcaſe in the cock- 
pit, where Morgan and I were buſy in putting 
our inſtruments and dreſſings in order. 

Our ſhip, with the others deſtined for this 
ſervice, immediately weighed, and in Jeſs than 
half an hour came to an anchor before the cat 
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of Bocca Chica, with a ſpring upon our cable. 
The cannonading (which indeed was terrible!) 
began. The ſurgeon, after having croſſed him- 
ſelf, fell flat on the deck: and the chaplain and 
urſer, who were ſtationed with us, in quality 
of aſlifants, followed his example, while the 
Welihman and I fat upon a cheſt looking at one 
another with great diſcompolure, ſcarce able to 
refrain from the like proſtration. And that the 
reader may know, 1t was not a common occaſion 
that alarmed us thus, I matt inform him of the 
particulars of this dreadtul din that aſtoniſhed us. 
The fire of the Spaniards proceeded from Bocca 
Chica, mounting eighty-four great puns, beſides 
a a mortar and {mall arms; from Fort St. Joſeph, 
mounting thirty-lix ; from two facine batteries, 
mounting twenty ; and from four men of war 
mounting lixty-four guns each. This was an- 
ſwered by us from our land battery, mounting 
twenty-one cannon, ourbomb battery, mounting 
two mortars and twenty four cohorns, and five 
men of war, two of eighty and three of ſeventy 
guns, which fired without intermiſſion, We had 
not been many minutes engaged, when one of 
the ſailors brought another on his back to the 
cock-pit, where he toſſed him down like a bag of 
oats, and pulling out his pouch, put a large 
chew of tobacco in his mouth, without ſpeak- 
ing a word : Morgan immediately examined the 
condition of the wounded man, and cried, As 
© | fhall anſwer now, the man is as tead as m 
great grandfather.“ Dead (ſaid his come- 
rade) he may be dead now, for aught I know, 
© but I'll be d--mn'dif he was not alive when 
I took him up.“ So ſaying, -he was about te 
return to his quarters, when I bid him carry the 
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body along with him and throw it | over-boar, 
D the body (ſaid he) I think 'tis fair 
enough if I take care of my own.“ My fel. 
low-mate ſnatching up the amputation knife, 
purſued him half way to the cock-pit ladder, 
crying, Lou louſy raſcal, is this the church. 
yard, or the charnel houſe, ar the ſepulchre, 
or the Golgotha of the thip ?—but was ſtopt in 
his career by one calling, Yo ho, avaſt there— 
« ſealdings.' + Scaldings! (anſwered Morgan) 
© Cot knows *tis hot enough indeed :—who are 
© you ?—* Here's one (replied the voice).“ And 
] immediately knew it to be that of my honeſt 
friend Jack Rattlin, who coming towards me, 
told me, with great deliberation, he was come 
to be docked at laſt, and diſcovered the remaing 
of one hand, which had been ſhattered to pieces 
with grape ſhot. I lamented with unfeigned ſor. 
row his misfortune, which he bore with heroic 
courage, obſerving, that every ſhot had its com. 
miffion : It was well it did not take him in the 
head; or if it had, what then? he ſhould have 
died bravely, fighting for his king and country: 
Death was a debt which every man owed, and 
. maſt pay now as well as another time. I was 
much pleaſed and edified with the maxims of this 
ſea · philoſopher, who indured the amputation of 
bis left hand without ſhrinking ; the operation 
being performed (at his requeſt) by me, after 
Mackſhane, who was with difficulty prevailed to 
lift his head from the deck, had declared there 
was a neceflity for his loſing the limb, While 
I was employed in dreſſing the lump, I aſked 
Jack's opinion of the battle, who ſhaking his 


head, frankly told me, he believed we ſhould do 
no good; For why, becauſe inſtead of drop. 
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ping anchor cloſe under ſhore, where we 
« ſhould have had to deal with one corner of 
Bocca Chica only, we had opened the har- 
« bour, and expoſed ourſelves to the whole fire 
« of the enemy, from their ſhipping and Fort 
St Joſeph, as well as from the caſtle we in- 
« tended to cannonade: that beiides we lay at 
too great diſtance to damage the walls, and 
three parts in four of our ſhot did vat take 
« place; for there was ſcarce any body on 
board who underſtood the pointing of a gun. 
Ah! God help us, (continved he) if your 
« kinſman Heutenant Bowling bad been here, 
« we ſhouid have had other gueſs work.” By 
| this time our patients had enereaſed to ſuch a 
degree, that we did not know winch. io begin 
with; and the firſt mate plainly told the 1. - 
geon, that if he did not get up immediately, 
ond perform his duty, he would: complain of 
his behaviour to the admiral. and make appli- 
cation for his warrant. This effectually rouſed 
Mackſhane, who was never deaf to an argument 
in which he t thought his intereſt was concerned; 
be ſcherefore rote up, and in order to ſtrengthen 
his reſolution, had recourſe more than once to 
Wa caſe bottle of rum, which he freely commu— 
{ nicated to the chaplain and purier, who had as 
n Wmuch need cf ſuch extraordinary inſpiration as 
himſel F: Being thus ſupported he went to work, 
and arms and legs we hewed down without mer- 
y. The fumes of the liquor mounting into 
the parſon's brain, conſpired with his former 
agitation of ſpirits, to make him quite deliri— 
bus; he kript himſeif to the ſkin, — beſmcear- 
ng his bet y with blood, could ſcarce be with- 
= from rogning upon deck in that condition, 
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Jack Rattlin, ſcandalized at this deportment; 
endeavoured to allay his tranſports with reaſon : 
but finding all he faid ineffectual, and great 
confuſion occaſioned by his frolicks, he knocked 
him down with his right hand, and by threats 
kept him quiet in that ftate of humiliation, 
But it was not in the power of rum to elevate 
the purſer, who ſat on the floor wringing his 
hands, and curſing the hour in which he left 
his peacefu] profeſſion of a brewer in Rocheſter, 
to engage in ſuch a life of terror and diſquiet. 
While we diverted ourſelves at the expence of 
this poor devil, a ſhot happened to take us be- 
tween wind and water, and its courſe being 
through the purſer's ſtore- room, made a terrible 


havock and noiſe among the-jars and bottles in 


its way, and diſconcerted Mackſhane ſo much, 
that he dropt his ſcalper, and falling down on 
his knees, pronounced his Pater- ngſter aloud ; 
the purſer fell backward, and lay without ſenſe 
or motion; and the chaplain grew ſo outragi- 
ous, that Rattlin with one band. could not keep 
him under; fo that we were obliged to confine 
him in the ſurgeon's cabbin, where he was no 
doubt guilty of a theufand extravagancies. 
Much ebout this time my old antagoniit Cramp- 
ley came down, with expreſs orders (as he ſaid) 
to bring me up to the quarter deck, to dreſs. a 
Night wound the captain had received by a ſplin- 


ter. His reaſon for honouring me in; particular 


with this piece of ſervice, being, that in caſe ! 
ſhould be killed or diſabled by the way, my 
death or mutilat ion would be of leſs conſequence 
to the ſhip's company, than that of the doctor 
or his firſt mate. At another time, perhaps, I 
might have diſputed this order, to which 1 was 
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not bound to pay the leaſt regard; but as I 
thought my reputation depended upon my com- 
pliance, I was reſolved to convince my rival that 
I was no more afraid than he, to expoſe myſelf 
to danger. With this view, I provided myſelf 
with dreſſings, and followed him immediately to 
the quarter-deck, through a moſt infernal ſcene 
of ſlaughter, fire, ſmoak, and uproar ! Captain 
Oakhum, who leaned againſt the mizen-maſt, 
no ſooner ſaw me approach in my ſhirt, with the 
fleeves tucked up to my arm-pits, and my hands 
dyed with blood, than he ſignified his difplea- 
ſure by a frown, and aſked why the doctor him- 
ſelf did not come? I told him Crampley had 
ſingled me out, as if by his expreſs command; 
at which he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and threatened to 
puniſh the midſhipman for his preſumption, af- 
ter the engagement : In the mean time, I was 
ſent back to my ſtation, and ordered to tell 
Mackſhane, that the captain expected him im- 
mediately. I got ſafe back, and delivered up 
my commiſſion to the doctor, who flatly refuſed 
to quit the poſt aſſigned to him by his 1oftruc- 
tions. Hereupon Morgan, ho (I believe) was 
jealous of my reputation for conrage, under- 
took the affair, and aſcended with great intre- 
pidity. The captain finding the ſurgeon obſti- 
nate, ſuffered himſelf to be dreſſed, and ſwore 
he would confine Mackſhane as ſoon as that ſer- 
vice ſhould be over. | 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


A breach being made in the walls, our ſoldiers give the aſſault, 
take the place without oppoſition—our ſa:lors at the ſams 
time become maſters of all the other ſtrengths near Bicca 
Chica, and take poſſeſſion of the harbour Ihe good conſe- 
quence of this ſucceſt—We move nearer the founſind 
% forts deſerted, and the channel blocked np with ſunk 
veljels ; which however we find means to clear—land our 
tHldiers at La Duinta—repii'ſe a body of militia—attack 
the caſtle of St. Lazar, and are forced to retreat wil) 
great leſ the remains of our army are re-imbarked—an 
Hort of the admiral 19 take the 19wa—the economy of 
our expedition deſcribed, | 


' FAVING cannonaded the fort, during the 
＋ 1 {pace of four hours, we were all ordered 
to {lip our cables, and ſheer off; but next day 
the engagement was renewed, and continued 
from the morning till the afternoon, when the 
enemy's fire from Bocca Chica flackened, and 
towards evening was quite ſilenced. A breach 
being made ou the other fide, by our land bat- 
rery, large enough to admit a middle ſized ba- 
boon, provided he could find means to climb up 
to it: our general propoſed to give the aſſault 
that very night, and actually ordered a, detach- 
ment on that duty: Providence ſtood our friend 
upon this occaſion, and put it into the hearts of 
the Spaniards to abandon the fort, which might 
hive been maintained by reſolute men to the 
day of judgement, againſt all the force we could 
exert in the attack. And while our ſoldiers 
took poflsſſion of the enemy's ramparts, without 
refillance, the fame good luck attended a bedy 
of lallors, who made themſelves maſters of fort 
St. Joſeph, the facine batteries, and one Spa- 
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niſh man of war; the other three being burnt If 
or ſunk by the foe, that they might not fall 1 
into our hands. The taking of theſe forts, in 
the ſtrength of which the Spaniards chiefly con- 
fided, made us maſters of the outward harbour, 
and occaſioned great joy among us; as we laid 
our accounts with finding little or no oppoſition 
from the town: And indeed if a few. great ſhips 
had failed up immediately, before they had re- , | 
covered from the confuſion and diſpair that our | 1 
unexpected ſucceſs had produced among them, | 7 
it is not impoſſible that we might have finiſhed 
the affair to our ſatis faction, without any more 
bloodſhed. But this our heroes diſdained as a 
barbarous inſult over the enemy's diſtreſs; and 
gave them all the reſpite they could deſire, in 
order to recollect themſelves. In the mean time, 
Mackſhane taking the advantage of this general 
exaltation, waited on our captain, and pleaded 
his own cauſe ſo efſectually, that he was re- eſta- 
bliſhed in his good graces; and as for Crampley, 
there was no more notice taken of his behaviour 
towards me, during the action — But of all the 
conſequences of the victory, none was more 
grateful than plenty of freſh water after we had 
languiſhed five weeks on the allowance of a pur- 
ſer's quart per diem for each man, in the Torrid 
Zone, where the ſun was vartical, and the ex- 1 
pence of bodily fluid ſo great, that a gallon of Uh 
liquor could ſcarce ſupply the walte af twen- 0 
ty ſour hours; eſpecially as our proviſions con- 
ted of putrid ſalt beef, to which the ſailors. 
gave the name of Iriſh horſe; falt pork of New 1 
England, which though neither fiſh nor fleſh, ſa- 1 
voured of both; bread from the ſame country, 9 
every biſcuit whereof like a piece. of elock work, 
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moved by its own interna] impulſe, occaſioned 
by the myriads of inſects that dwelt within it; 
and butter ſerved out by the jill, that tatled 
like train-oil thickened with ſalt. Inſtead of 
ſmall-beer, each man was allowed three half 
quarterns of brandy or rum, which was diſtri. 
buted every morning, diluted with a certain 
quantity of his water, without either ſugar or 
fruit to render it palatable, for which reaſon tliis 
compoſition, was by the ſailors not unaptly ſtiled 
neceſſity. Nor was the limitation of ſimple ele- 
ment owing to a ſcarcity of it on board, 
their being at this time water enough in the ſhi 
for a voyage of fix months, at the rate of half a 
gallon per day to each man: But this fait muſt 
(I ſuppoſe) have been enjoined by way of pen- 
ance on the ſhip's company for their fins 3 or 
rather with a view to mortify them into a con- 
tempt of life that they might thereby become 
more reſolute and regardleſs of danger, How 
ſimply then do theſe people argue, who aſcribe 
the great mortality among us, to our bad pro- 
viſion and want of water; and affirm, that a great 
many valuable lives might have been ſaved, if the 
uſeleſs tranſports had been employed in fetch- 
ing freſh flock, turtle, fruit, and other refreſh- 
ments from Jamaica, and other adjacent lands, 
for the uſe of the army and the fleet, ſeeing it 
is to be hoped, that thoſe who died went to a 
better place, and thoſe whe ſurvived were the 
more eaſily maintained. After all, a ſufficient 
number remained to fall before the walls of St. 
Lazar, where they behaved like their own 
country maſtiffs, which ſhut their eyes, run into 
the jaws of a bear, and have their heads cyuſl.ce 
for their valour., 


RODERICK RANDOM. 297 


But to return to my narration: After having 
put garriſons into the forts we had taken, and 
reimbarked our ſoldiers and artillery, which de- 
tained us more than a week, we ventured up to 

the month of the inner harbour, guarded by a 
large fortification on one fide, and a ſmall re- 
doubt on the other, both of which were deſerted 

before our approach, and the entrance of the 
harbour blocked up by ſeveral old galleons that 

the enemy had funk in the channel. We made 
ſhift however, to open a paſſage for ſome ſhips 
of war, that favoured the ſecond landing of our 
troops, at a place called La Quinta, not far from 
the town; where, after a faint reſiſtance from a 
body of Spaniards, who oppoſed their diſembar- 
kation, they encamped with a deſign of beſieg- 
ing the caſtle of St. Lazar, which overlooked the 
commanded the city. Whether our renowned 
general had no body in his army who knew how 
to approach it in form, or that he truſted entirely 
to the fame of his arms, I ſhall not determine; 
but certain it is, a reſolution was taken in a coun- 
eil of war, to attack the place with muſquetry 
only, which was put in execution, and ſucceeded 
accordingly; the enemy giving them ſuch an 
hearty reception, that the greateſt part of the 
detachment took up their everlaſting reſidence 
on the ſpot. Our chief, not reliſhing this kind 
of complaiſance in the Spaniards, was wile e— 
nough to retreat on board with the remains of 
his army, which, from eight thouſand able men 
landed on the beach near: Bocca Chica, was now 
reduced to fifteen hundred fit for ſervice, The 
lick and wounrled were ſqueezed into certain veſ- 
ſels, which thence obtained the name of hoſpi- 
tal ſhips, though mcthinks.they ſcarce delerved 
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| ſuch a creditable title, ſeeing none of them could 
boaſt of either ſurgeon, nurſe, or cook; and the 
ſpace between decks was ſo confined, that the 
miſerable patients had not room to fit upright in 
their beds. Their wounds and ſtumps being ne. 
glected, contracted filth and putrefaction, and 
millions of maggots were hatched amid the cor. 
ruption of their ſores. This inhuman diſregard 
was imputed to the ſcarcity of ſurgeons ; though 
it is well known that every great ſhip in the feet 


could have ſpared one at leaſt for this duty, which 


would have been more than ſufficient to remove 
this ſhocking inconvenience : But, perhaps, the 
general was too much of a gentlemam to aſl: a 
favour of this kind from his fellow-chief, who, 
on the other hand, would not derogate ſo far 
from his own dignity, as to offer ſuch aſfliitance 
unaſked ; for | may venture to affirm that by this 
time, the Dæmon of diſcord, with her ſooty 
wings, had breathed her influence upon our coun- 
ſels; and it might be ſaid of theſe great men ( 
hope they will pardon the compariſon) as of Cz. 
lar and Pompey, the one could not brook a ſupe- 
rior, and the other was impatient of an equal: 
So that between the pride of one, and the inſo- 
lence of another, the enterprize miſcarried, ac- 
cording to the proverb, Between two ſtools the 
* backſide falls to the ground.“ Not that I 
would be thought to liken any public concern to 
that opprobrious part of the human body, al- 
though I might with truth aſſert, if I durſt uſe 
ſuch a vulgar odium, that the nation did hang an 
a-ſe at its diſappointment on this occaſion ; nei- 


ther would I preſume to compare the capacity of 


our heroic leaders, to any ſuch wooden conveni- 
ence as à joint ſtool or a eloſe- tool; but only 
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fignify by this ſimile, the miſtake the people 


committed in truſting to the union of two inſtru- 
ments that were never to be joined. 

A day or two after the attempt on St. La- 
zar, the admiral ordered one of the Spaniſhmen 
of war we had taken, to be mounted with fix- 
teen guns and manned with detachments from 
our great ſhips, in order to batter the town; ac- 
cordingly ſhe was towed into the inner harbour 
in the night-time, and moored within half o'- 
mile of the walls, againſt which ſhe began to fire 
at day-break ; and continued about four hours 
expoſed to the oppoſition of at leaſt forty pieces 
of cannon, which at length obliged our men toſe: 
her on fire, and get off as well as they could, in 
their boats. This piece of conduct afforded mat- 
ter of ſpeculation to all the wits, either in the 
army or navy, who were at leaſt fain to acknow- 
ledge it a ſtroke of policy above their compre- 
henſion. - Some entertained ſuch an irreverent o— 

injon of the admiral's underſtanding as to think 
he expected the town would ſurrender to his 
floating battery of ſixteen guns: Others imagin- 
ed his ſole intention was to try the enemy's 
ftrength, by which he would be able to compute 
the number of great ſhips that would be neceſla- 
ry to bring the Spainards to a capitulation. But 
this laſt conjecture ſoon appeared groundleſs, in 
as much as no ſhips of any kind whatever were 
afterwards employed in that ſervice. A third 
ſort ſwore, that no other cauſe could be affigned 
for this undertaking, than that which induced 
Don Quixote to attack the windmill, A fourth 
claſs (and that the moſt numerous, though with- 
out doubt, compoſed of the ſanguine and mali— 
cious) plainly taxed this commander with want 
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of honeſty as well as ſenſe ; and alledged that 
he ought to have ſacrificed private pique to the 
intereſt of his country; that where the lives of { 


many brave fellow citizens were concerned, he 


ought to have concurred with the general, with. 
out being ſollicited or even defired, towards their 
preſervation and advantage ; that if his arguments 
could not diſſuade him from a deſperate enter. 
prize, it was his duty to render it as practicable 
as poſſible, without running extreme hazard; 
that this could have been done with a good pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs, by ordering five or ſix large hips 
to batter the town while the land forces ſtormed 
the caſtle ; by this means, a conſiderable diver. 
lion would have been made in favour of thoſe 
troops, who in their march to the aſſault and in 
the retreat, ſuffered much more from the town 
than from the caſtle; that the inhabitants ſceing 
themicIves vigorouſly attackedon all hands, would 
have been divided, diſtracted and confuſed, and 
ia all probability, unable to reſiſt the aſſailants, 
But all theſe ſuggeſtions ſurely proceed from ig- 
norance and malevolence, or elſe the admiral 
would not have found it ſuch an eaſy matter, at 
his return to England, to juſtify his conduct to a 
miniſtry at onee ſo upright and diſcerning. True 
it 1s, that thoſe who undertook to vindicate him 
on the ſpot, aſſerted there was not water enough 
for our great {hips near the town; tho? this was 
a little unfortunately urged, becauſe there hap- 


pened to be pilots in the fleet perfectly well ac- 


quainted with the ſoundings of the harbour, who 
affirmed there was water enough for five eighty 
gun {lips to lye a-brealt in, almoſt up at the very 
walls. The diſappointments we ſuffered, occa- 
fivncd an umverſal dejection, which was not at 
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all aleviated by the objects that daily and hourly 
entertained our eyes, nor by the proſpect of what 
muſt inevitably happen, if we remained much 
longer in this place. Such was the economy in 
ſome ſhips, that rather than beat the trouble of in- 
terring the dead, their commanders ordered their 
men to throw the bodies over-board, many with- 
out either ballaſt or winding-ſheet ; ſo that 
numbers of human carcaſſes floated in the har- 
bour, until they were devoured by ſharks and 
carrion crows; which afforded no agreeable 
ſpectacle to thoſe who ſurvived. At the fame 
time the wet ſeaſon began, during which, a de- 
Juge of rain falls from the riſing to the ſetting of 
the ſun, without intermiſſion ; and that no ſoon- 
er ceaſes, than it begins to thunder and lighten 
with ſuch continual flaſhing, that one can ſee to 


read a very ſmall print by the illumination. 
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Aa epidemick fever rages among us—we abandon our conqueſts 
am ſeized with the diſtemper ; write a pelition to the 
captain, which is rejected I am in danger of ſuſfocatioa 
through the malice of Crampley , and relieved by a ſer- 

 Jeaut—my fever tncrenſes—the chaplin wants to confe{s 
me—T obtain a favourable criſis — Morgan's aſſectios for 
me proved—the behaviour of Mackſhane and Crampley to- 
awards me Captain Oakbum is removed into another ſhip 
with his beloved doflor—our new captain deſcriked—an 
adventure of Morgan. : 


HE change of the atmoſphere, occaſioned 

by this phznomenon, conſpired with the 
ſtench that ſurrounded us, the heat of the cli- 
mate, our own conftitutions impoveriſhed by 
bad proviſion, and our diſpair, to introduce the 


* > — 


1 * 8 

* — — — : —— — 5 
— — — — 2 — — — Rc — — — 
RC — er - > 2 2 2 — 


— TE 


—— 
- 


292 THE ADVENTURES OF 


bilious fever among us, which raged with ſuch 
violence, that three fourths of thoſe whom i: 
invaded, died in a deplorable manner; the co- 
Jour of their ſkin, being by the extreme putre— 
faction of their juices, changed into that of ſoot, 
Our conductors finding things in this ſituation, 
perceived it was high time to relinquiſh our 
conquelts, which we did, after having rendered 
their artillery uſeleſs, and blown up their walls 
with gun - powder. Juſt as we failed from Boc- 
ca Chica on our return to Jamaica, I found my- 
ſelf threatened with the ſymptoms of this terrible 
diltemper ; and knowing very well that J ſtood 
no chance for my life, if I ſhould be obliged to 
lie in the cock-pit, which, by this time, was 
grown intolerable even to people in health, by 
reaſon of the heat and unwholeſome ſmell of de- 
caycd proviſion ; I wrote a petition to the cap- 
tain, repreſenting my caſe, and humbly implo. 
ring his permiſſion to lie among the ſoldiers in 
the middle-deck, for the benefit of the air: 
But I might have ſpared myſelf the trouble ; for 
this humane commander refuſed my requeſt, 
and ordered me to continue in the place allotted 
for the ſurgeon's mates, or elſe be contented to lie 
in the hoſpital, which, by the bye, was three 
degrees more offenſive and more ſuffocating than 
our own birth below. Another in my condition, 


perhaps, would have ſubmitted to his fate, and 


died in a pet; but I could not brook the thought 
of periſhing ſo pitifully, after I had weathered 
ſo many pales of hard fortune: I therefore, 
without minding Oakbum's injunction, prevailed 
upon the ſoldiers, (whoſe good will I had ac- 
quired) to admit my hammock among them ; and 
actually congratulated myſelf upon my comforta- 
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ble fituation, which Crampley nv fooner under- 
ſtood, than he ſigniſied to the captain, my con- 
tempt of his orders; and was inveſted with 
power to turn me Cown again into my proper 
habitation. This barbarous piece of revenge in— 
cenſed me ſo much againſt the author, that I vow- 
ed, with bitter imprecations, tocall him to a ſevere 
account, if ever it ſhould be in my power; and 
the agitation of my ſpirits increaſed my fever to 
a violent degree. While I lay gaſping for 
breath in this infernal abode, I was vilited by a 
ſerjeaut, the bones of whoſe noſe I nad reduced 
and ſet to rights, after they had been demoliſhed 
by a ſplinter during our laſt engagement : He 
being informed of my condition, offered me the 
uſe of his birth in the middle deck, which was in- 
eloſed with canvaſs and well aired by a port-hole 
that remained open within it. I embraced this 
propoſal with joy, and was immediately conaduct- 
ed to the place, where I was treated, while my 
illneſs laſted, with the utmoſt tenderneſs and 
care by this grateful halberdier, who had no 
other bed for himſelf than a hen-coop, during 
the whole paſſage. Here I lay and enjoyed the 
breeze, notwithſtanding which, my malady gain- 
ed ground, and at length my life was diſpaired 
of, though I never lolt hopes of recovery, even 
when I had the mortiſication to ſee from my cab- 
bin window, fix or ſeven thrown over-board every 
day, who died of the ſame diſtemper. This 
confidence, I am perſuaded, conduced a good 
ceal to the preſervation of my life, eſpecially 
when joined to another reſolution I rook at the 
beginning, namely, to refuſe all medicine which 
I could not help thinking, co-operated with the 
diſeaſe, and inſtead of reſiſting putrefaction pro- 
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moted a total degeneracy of vital fluid. When 
my friend Morgan, therefore, brought his dia. 
Phoretic boluſes, I put them in my mouth, tis 
true, but without any intention of ſwallowing 
them; and when he went away, ſpit them out, 
and waſhed my mouth with water-gruel ; I ſeen. 
ingly complied in this manner, that I might 
not affront the blood of Caractacus, by a refuſz] 
which might have intimated a difiidence of his 
phyſical capacity, for he acted as my phylician ; 
doctor Mackſhaue never once enquiring about 
me, or even knowing where I was. When my 
diſtemper was at the height, Morgan thought 
my caſe deſperate, and after having applied a 
bliſter to the nape of my neck, ſqueszed my 
hand, bidding me, with a woful countenance, 
recommend myſclf to Cot and my Redeemer ; 
then taking his leave, defired the chaplin to come 
and adminiſter ſome ſpiritual] conſolation to me; 
but before he arrived, I had made ſhift to rid 
myſelf of the troubleſome application the Welch. 
man had beſtowed on my back. The parſen 
having felt my pulſe, enquired into the nature of 
my complaints, hemmed a little, and begau thus: 
Mr Random, God out of his infinite mercy 
© hath been pleaſed to viſit you with a dreadful 
«. diſtemper, the 1Tue of which no man knows, 
© You may be permitted to recover, and Jive 
many days on the face of the earth: and which 
is more probable, you may be taken away and 
© cut off in the flower of your youth: it is in- 
© cumbent on you, therefore, to prepare for the 
great change, by repenting ſincerely of your 
« fins; of this there cannot be a greater ſign than 
an ingenious confeſſion, which I conjure you 
to. make, without heſitation or mental relerva- 
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tion; and when I am convinced of your ſince- 
6 rity, I will then give you ſuch comfort as the 
« ſituation of your {oul will admit of. Without 
« doubt, you have been guilty of numberleſs 
« tranſgreſſions, to which youth is ſubject, as 
« ſwearing, drunkenneſs, whoredom, and adul- 
+ tery, tell me therefore without reſerve, the 
« particulars of each, eſpecially of the laſt, that 
© I may be acquainted with the true ſtate of your 
* conicience : For no phy ſician will preſcribe for 
© his patient until he knows the circumſtances of 
bis diſeaſe.” As I was not under any appre- 
henſions of death, I could not help ſmiling at 
the doctor's inquifitive remonſtrance, which I 
told him ſavoured more of the Roman thari of the 
Proteſtant church, in recommending auricular 
confeſſion, a thing in my opinion, not at all ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, and which for that reaſon I 
declined. This reply diſconcerted him a little; 
however, he explained away his meaning, in ma- 
king learned diſtinctions between what was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary and what was only convenient; 
then proceeded to alk what religion I profeſſed : 
T anſwered, that I had not as yet conſidered the 
differences of religion, conſequent]y had not fixed 
on any one 1n particular, but that I was bred a 

Preſbyterian. At this word the chaplin diſca— 
vered great aſtomiſhment, and ſaid, he could not 
comprehend how a Preſbyterian was entitled to 
any poſt under the Engliſh government. Then 
he aſked if I had ever received the Sacrament, or 
taken the oaths; to which I replying in the ne- 
gative, he held up his hands, aſſured he could do 
me no ſervice, wiſhed I might not be 1n a ſtate af 
reprobation ; audreturned to his meſs mates, who 
were making merry in the ward room, round a. 


296 THE ADVENTURES OF 


table well ſtored with bumbo“ and wine. This 
infinuation, terrible as it was, had not ſuch an ef. 
fect upon me as the fever, which, ſoon after he 
had left me, grew outragious ; I began to ſc 
ſtrange chimeras, and concluded myſelf on the 
point of becoming delirious : But before that 
happened, was in great danger of ſuffocation, 
upon which I itarted up in a kind of frantick fit, 
with an intention to plunge myſelf into the ſea, 
and as my friend the ſerjeant was not preſent, 
would certainly have cooled myſelf to ſome pur. 
poſe, had I not perceived a moiſture upon my 
thigh, as I endeavoured to get out of my ham. 
mock : The appearance of this revived my hopes, 
and i had reflection and reſolution enough to take 
advantage of this favourable ſymptom, by tear- 
ing the ſhirt from my body and the ſheets from 
my bed, and wrapping myſelf in a thick blanket, 
in which incloſure, for above a quarter of an 
hour, I felt the pains of hell; but it was not 
long before I was recompenſed for my ſuffering 
by a profuſe ſweet, that burſting from the whole 
ſurface of my ſkin, in leſs than two hours, reliev. 
ed me from all my complaints, except that of 
weakneſs, and left me as hungry as a kite. I en- 
joyed a very comfortable nap, after which I was 
segaling myſelf with the agreeable reverie of my 
future happineſs, when I heard Morgan, cn the 
outſide of the curtain, aſk the ſerjeant, if I was 
fill alive? Alive! (cried the other) God for- 
© bid he ſhould be otherwiſe ! he has Jain quiet 
c theſe five hours, and I do not chule to diſturb 
c him, for ſleep will do him great ſervice.” * Ay, 
« (faid my fellow · mate) he ſleeps ſo ſound, (look 
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* Bumbo is a liquor compoſed of rum, ſugar, water 
and nutmeg. N 
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you) that he will never waken till the great 
« trump plows. Cot be merciful to his ſoul. 
He has paid his tebt, like an honeſt man. Ay, 
« and moreover, he is at reli from all perſeeuti- 
« ons, and troubles, and afflictions, of which, 
« Cot knows, and I know, he had his own ſhare. 
« Ochree ! Ochree ! he was a promiſing youth 
indeed!“ 80 ſaying, he groaned grievoufly, 
and began to whine in ſuch a manner as perſuad- 
ed me he had a real friendſhip for me. The ſer— 
jeant alarmed at his words, came into the birth, 
and while he looked upon me, I ſmiled, and tipt 
lim the wink; he immediately gueſſed my mean - 
ing, and remained filent, which confirmed Mor- 
gan in his opinion of my being dead; whereupon 
he approached with tears in his eyes, in order to 
indulge his grief with a fight of the object: 
And I counterfeited death fo well, by ſiaing my 
eyes, and dropping my under-jaw, that he ſaid, 
There he hes, no petter than a Jump of clay, 
* Cot help me.“ And obſerved by the diſtortion 
of my face, that I muſt have had a ſtrong ſtrug- 

le. I ſhould not have been able to contain my- 
felf much longer, when he began to perform the 
laſt duty of a friend, in cloſing my eyes, and 
mouth, upon which, I ſuddenly fnapped at his 
fingers, and diſcompoſed him fo much, that he 
ſtarted back, turned pale as aſhes, and ſtared like 
the picture of horror! Although I could not 
help laughing at his appearance, I was concerned 
for his ſituation, and ftretched out my hand tel- 
ling him, I hoped to live and eat ſome ſalama- 
gundy of his making in England. It was ſome 
time before he could recolle& himſelf fo far as to 
feel my pulſe, and enquire into the particulars 
of my diſeaſe : But when he found I had enjoy 
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ed a favourable criſis, he congratulated' me upon WR +: 
my good fortune; not failing to aſcribe it, un. 1 
de r Cot, to the bliſter he had applied to my back, n 
at his laſt viſit; which, by, the bye, ſaid he, t. 


mult now be removed and dreſſed : He was ec 
actually going to fetch dreſſings, when I feign. WW « 
ing aſtoniſhment, ſaid, * Bleſs me! ſure you never { 1 
* applied a bliſter to me—there is nothing on WF «< 
© my back, II] allure you.“ Of this he could WF -« 
not be convinced till he had examined, and then 

endeavoured to conceal his confuſion, by expreſ. WW + 
ſing his ſurprize at finding the ſkin untouched, WR | 


and the plailter miſſing. In order to excuſe my. WW 
ſelf for paying ſo little regard to his preſcrip. We 
tion, I pretended to have been inſenſible when i; 
was put on, and to have pulled it off afterwards, 
in a fit of delirium. This apology fatisfied my 
friend, who on this occaſion abated a goud deal 
of his ſtiffneſs in regard to punctilios; and as 
we were now fafely arrived at Jamaica, where | 
had the benefit of ſreſh provifion, and other re- 
freſhments, I recovered ſtrength every day, and 
in a ſhort time, my health and vigour were per. 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed. When I got up at firſt, 
and was juſt able to craw] about the deck, wit) 
a ſtaff in my hand, I met doctor Mackſhane who 
paſſed by me with a diſdainful look, and did not 
vouchſafe to honour me with one word: After 
him came Crampley, who ſtrutting up to me, 
with a fierce countenance pronounced, * here's 
fine dicipline on board, when ſuch lazy ſcuik- 
ing ſons of b--ches as you are allowed, on 
« pretence of ſickneſs, to lollop at your eale, 
* while your betters are kept to hard duty.” The 
fight and behaviour of this malicious ſcoundrel, 
enraged me ſo much, that I could ſcarce refrain 
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from laying my cudgel acroſs his pate; but when 
1 conſidered my preſent feebleneſs, and the ene- 
mies I had in the ſhip, who wanted only a pre- 
tence to ruin me, I reſtrained my paſſion, and 
contented myſelf with telling him, I had not fer— 
got his inſolence and malice, and that I hoped 
we ſhould meet one day on ſhore. At this he 
rinned, ſhovk his 6k at me, and ſwore he long- 
ed for nothing more than ſuch an opportunity. 
Mean while, our ſnip was ordered to be hea- 
ved down, victualled and watered, for her return 
to England; and our captain for Tale reaſon or 
other, not thinking it convenient for him to vi— 
ſit his native country at this time, exchanged 
with a gentleman, who on the other hand, wills 
ed for nothing ſo much, as to be ſafe without 


the tropick ; all his care and tenderneſs of him- 


felt, being inſufficient to preſerve his complexion 
from the injuries of the ſun and weather. 


Our tyrant having left the ſhip, and carried 


his favourite Mackſhane along with him, to my 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction ; our new commander 
came on board, in a ten 3 barge, over{ha- 
dowed with a vait umbrella, and appeared in 
every thing quite the reverle of Oakhum, being 
a tall thin young man, dreſled in this manner; 
a white hat, garniſhed with a red feather, adorn- 
ed his head, from whence his hair lowed down 
upon his ſhoulders, ia ringleis tied behind, with 
a ribbon— His coat, conſiſting of pink coloured 
lik lined with white, by the elegance of the cut 
1ctired backward, as it were, to diſcover a white 
ſattin waiſt-coat embroidered with gold, un- 
buttoned at the upper part, to diiplay a broche 
ſet with garnets, that glittered in the breaſt of 


uis ſhirt, which was of the ſineſt cambrick edged 
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with right meclilin: The knees of his crimſon 


rich taſſel, equipped his ſide; and an amber. 
headed cane hung dangling from his wriſt WM 
But the moſt remarkable parts of his furniture 
were, a maſk on his face, and white - gloves on 
bis hands, which did not ſeem to be put on with 
an intention to be pulled off occafionally, but 
were fred with a ring ſet with a ruby on the lit. 
te finger of one hand, and by one ſet with a to- 
paz on that of the other. In this garb, captain 
Whitfte, ſor that was his name, took pollcfhon of 
the ſhip, ſurrounded with a crowd of attendants, WWF © 
all of whom in their different degrees, ſeemed to | 
be of their patron's diſpoſition, and the air was fo 
impregnated with . perfumes, that one may ven- 

ture to arffiim the clime of Arabia Felix was not 
half ſo ſweet-ſcented. My fellow mate, obſerving 
no ſurgeon among his train, thought he had 
found an occafion too favourable for himſelf to be 
neglected ; and remembering the old proverb, 
Spare to ſpeak, and ſpare to ſpeed,” reſolved to 
ſolicit the new captain's intereſt immediately, 
before any other ſurgeon could be appointed for 
the thip. With this view he repaired to the cab- 
bin in his ordinary dreſs, conſiſting of a che.k 
mirt and trouſers, a brown linnen vai{t-coat, 
and a night- cap of the ſame, neither very clean, 
which for his further misfortune, happened to 
ſmell ſtrong of tobacco. Fntering without ally 


velvet breeches ſcarce deſcended ſo low as to mect te 
his ſilk ſtockings, which roſe without ſpot or p 
wrinkle on his meagre legs, from ſhoes of blue b 
meroquin, ſtudded with diamond buckles, that .v 
flamed forth rivals to the ſun! A ſteel hilted ö 
ti ſword, inlaid with figures of gold, and decked c 
| with a krot of ribbon, which fell down in a 6 
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ceremony, into this ſacred place, he found cap- 

tain Whiffle repoſing upon a couch, with a wrap- 

per of chintz about his body, and a muſlin cap 

bordered with Jace upon his head; and after ſe- 

veral low congees, began in this manner, Sir, 

« ] hope you will forgive, and excuſe, and par- 

don the preſumption of one who has not the 
« honour of being known unto you, but who is, 
« nevertheleſs, a ſhentleman pern and pred, and 
* moreover has had misfort nues, Cot help me, in 
the world.“ Here he was interrupted by the 
captain, who at firſt hight of him hud ſtarted up 
with great amazement at the novelty of the ap- 
parition; and having recollected himſelf, pro- 
nounced, withalook and tone Ggnifying diſdain, 
curioſity and ſurprize, Zauns! who art thou ? 
=I am ſurgeon's firſt mate on poard of this 
e ſhip (replied Morgan) and 1 molt vehemently 
« Celire and beſeech you with all ſubmiſſion, to 
be pleaſed to condeſcend and vouchſafe to en- 
© quire into my character, and my pehaviour, and 
'* my teſarts, which under Cot,.I hope will en- 
title me to the vacancy of ſurgeon.“ As he 
proceeded in his ſpeech, he continued advancing 
towards the captain, whoſe noſtrils were no ſooner 
ſaluted with the aromatic flavour that exhaled 
from him, than he cried with..great emotion, 
Heaven preſerve me! I am ſuffocated !—Fellow 
Fellow, away with thee !—Curle thee, fellow! 
get thee gone, — I ſhall be ftunk to death!“ 
At the noiſe of his outcries, his ſervants ran into 
his apartment; and he accolted them thus; 
Villains! cut-throats! traitors! I am betray- 
ed! Iam ſacrificed! — Will yon not carry that 
* monſter away? or muſt 1 be ſtifled with the 
* ftench of him? oh! oh!“ — With theſe inter- 
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jections, he ſunk down upon his ſittee in a fit; 
his valet de chambre pled him with a ſmelling. 
bottle, one footman chafed his temples with 
hungary-water, another ſprinkled the floor with 


out of the cabbin; who coming to the place where 
I was, ſat Sownerich a dumure. countenance, and, 

according to his cuſtom, when he received any 
andignity which he durſt not revenge, began to 
ſing a Welſh duty. I gueſſed he was under ſome 
agitation of ſpirits, and deſired to know the 
cauſe ; but inlirad of anſwering me directly, ke 
aſked with great emotion, if 1 thought him a 
monſter and a ftinkard ? A monſter and a ſtink- 

ard, (ſaid J, with ſome ſurprize) did any body 
call you ſo? '* Cot is my judge, (replied he) 
captain Fifle did call me both; ay, and all the 
water in the Tawy will not waſh it out of my 
© rememberance. I do affirm, and avouch, and 
maintain, with my ſoul, and my pody, and wy 
6 plood, look you, that I have no ſmells about 
© me, but ſuck as a Chriſtian ought to have, ex- 
« cept the effluvia of tobacco, which is a cepha- 
lie, odoriferous, aromatic herb, and he is the 
ſon of a mountain-coat who ſays otherwiſe. As 
for my being a monſter, Jet that be as it is; [ 
am as Cot was pleaſed to create me, which 


« who gave me that title; for I will proclaim it 
before the world, that he is tilguiſed, and 
transſigured, and tranſmographied with aſlec- 
-« tations and whimſies; and that he is more! E 
4 2 papoor” than one of the by man race,” 


ſpirits of lavenger, and a third puſhed Morgan 


e peradventure, is mote than I ſhall aver of him, 
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C H AP; XXXV. 


Gaptain Whiffle ſends for me—his ſituation deſcribed—his ſur- 

geon arrives, preſeribes for him, and puis him to bed—a 
bed is put up for Mr Simper cantiguous to the ſtate- roam, 
which, with other paris of the captain's behaviour, give 
the ſp1p's company a very unfavourable idea of their com- 
mauder I am detained in the Weſt- Indies, by the admiral, 
and go on board of the Lizard ſloop of war, in quality of 
ſurgeon's mate, where I mate myſelf known 10 the ſurgeon, 

who treats me very Rindly—1 go o ſhore, ſell my ticket, 
purchaſe necelſaries, and at my return on board, am ſur- 
prized at the fight of Crampley, whs is appointed lieutenant 
of the ſloop—we ſail on a cruize—take a prize, in which T 
arrive at Port Morant, under the command of my meſi- 
mate, with whom Ilive in great harmony. 


E was going on with an elogium upon the 
captain, when I received a meſſage to 
clean mylelf, and go up to the great cablin, 
which I immediately performed, ſweetening my- 
felf with roſe-water from the medicine cheſt. 
When I entered the room, I was ordered to ſtand 
by the door, until captain Whiffle had reconoi— 
tered me at a diſtance, with a ſpy-glais, who 
having conſulted one ſenſe in this manner, bid 
me advance gradually, that his noſe might have 
intelligence, before it could be much offended : I 
therefore approached with great caution and ſuc- 
cels, and he was pleaſed to ſay, Ay, this creas 
ture is tolerable ?— | found him lolling on his 
couch with a languiſhing air, his head ſupported 


by his valet de chambre, who, from time io time, 


applied a ſmelling- bottle to his noſe. * Verget- 
© te, (ſaid he, in a ſqueaking tone) doſt thou 


think this wretch (meaning me) will do me no 
injury? may I venture to ſubmit my arm to 


„him? —* Por my vord, (replied the valet) 1 
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do tink that dere be great occaſion for your 
honour loſing one ſmall quantite of blodt ; and 
the young man ave quelque choſe of de bonne 
mine,*—* Well then (ſaid his maſter) I think 
I muſt venture.'— Then ad Ireffing himſelf to 
me, Haſt thou ever blooded any body but 
* brutes ?—But I need not aſk: thee for thou 
wilt tell me a moſt damnable lie." * Brutes Sir, 
*- (anſwered I, pulling down his glove 1 in order 
to feel his oulle) I never meddle with brutes.” 

What the devil art thou about? (cried he) doſt 
thou intend to twiſt off my hand? Gad's curſe 
6 
- 
o 
6 
2 
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my arm is benumbed up to the very ſhoulder ! 
Heaven have mercy upon me! muſt J periſh 
under the hands of ſavages ? What an unfortu— 
nate dog, was I to come on board without my 
oven ſurgeon Mr Simper.“ I craved pardon for 
having handled him ſo roughly, and with the ut- 
molt care and tenderneſs tied up his arm with a 
fillet of Glik. While I was feeling for the vein, 
he deſired to know how much blood I intended 
to take from him, and when I anſwered, Not 
& above twelve ounces 3? ſtarted up with-a look 
full of horror, and bid me begone, {wearing I had 
a deſign upon his life. Vergette appealed him 
with ſome difficulty, and opening a burreau, 
took out a pair of ſcales, in one of which was 
placed a ſmall cup; and putting them into my 
hand, told me, the captain never loſt above an 
ounce and three drachms at one time. While I 
prepared for this important evacuation, there came 
into the cabbin, a young man, gaily dreſſed, of 
a very delicate complexion, with a kind ofl anguid 
ſmile on his face, which ſeemed to have been 
rendered habitual], by a long courſe of affectation. 
The captain no ſooner perceived him, than riſing 
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haſtily, he flew into his arms, crying, © O my 
dear Simper! 1 am exceſſively difordered! I 
have been betrayed, frighted, murdered by 
« the negligence of my ſervants, who ſuffered a 
© beaſt, a mule, a bear to ſurpriſe me, and ſtink 
+ me into convulſions with the fumes of tobacco.” 
---Simper, who, by this time, I found was o- 
bliged to art for the clearneſs of his complexion, 
aſſumed an air of ſoftneſs and ſympathy, and 
lamented with many tender expreftions of ſor- 
row, the fad accident that had thrown him into 
chat condition; then feeling his patient's pulſe 
on the outſide of his glove, gave it as his opini- 
on, that his diforder was entirely nervous, and 
that ſome drops of tincture of caſtor and liquid 
laudanum, would be of more ſervice to him than 
bleeding, by bridling the inordinate ſallies of his 
ſpirits, and compoſing the fermentation of his 
bile proceeding therefrom. I was therefore 
ſent to prepare this preſeription, which was ad- 
miniſtered in a glafs of ſack poſſet, after the cap- 
tain had been put to bed, and orders fent to the 
officers on the quarter-deck, to let nobody walk 
on that fide under which he Jay. | 

While the captain enjoyed his repoſe, the doc- 
tor watched over him, and indeed became fo ne- 
ceſſary, that a cabbin was made for him conti- 
guous to the ftate room, where Whiffle flept; 
that he might be at hand in caſe of accidents in 
the night. Next day, our commander being 
happily recovered, gave orders, that none of the 
lieutenants ſhould appear upon deck, without a 
wig, ſword and ruffles ; nor any midſhipman, or 
other petty officer, be ſeen with a check fhirt 
or dirty linen. He alſo prohibited any perſon 
whatſocver, except Simper and his own ſcrvants, 
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from coming into the great cabbin, without fir{t 
ſending in to obtain leave. Theſe ſingular regy. 
lations did not prepolieſs the ſhip's company in 
his favour ; but on the contrary, gave ſcandal} 
an opportunity to be very buſy with his charac. 
ter, and accuſe him of maintaining a corrſepon- 
dence with his ſurgeon, not fit to be named. 
In a few weeks, our ſhip was under failing or- 
ders, and I was in hopes of re-viſiting my native 
country in a very ſhort time, when the admiral's 
ſurgeon came on board, and ſending for Morgan 
and me to the quarter-deck, gave us to under- 
ſtand, there was a great ſcarcity of ſurgeons in 
the Weſt-Indies, that he was commanded to de. 
tain one mate out of every ſhip bound for Eng- 
land; and deſired us to agree among ourſelves, 
before the next day at that hour, which of vs 
ſhould ſtay behind. We were thunder- ſtruck at 
this propoſal, and ſtared at one another ſome 
time, without ſpeaking : at length the Welſhman 
broke filence, and offered to remain in the Weſt 
Ladies, provided the admiral would give him a 
ſurgeon's warrant immediately: But he was 
told there was no. want of chief ſurgeons, 
2nd that he muſt be content with the ſtation 
of mate, till he ſhould be further provided 
for in due courſe : Whereupon, Morgan 
datly refuſed to quit the ſhip for which the 
commiſioners of the Navy had appointed 
him; and the other told him as plainly, 
chat if we could not determine the affair by 
ourſelyes before to morrow-morning, he muſt 
caſt lots, and abide by his chance, When 
recalled to my remembrance the miſeries I had 


undergone in England, where 4 had not one 
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friend to promote my intereſt, or favour my ad- 
vancement in the navy, and at the ſame time re- 
flected on the preſent dearth of ſurgeons in the 
Weſt-Indies, and the unhealthineſs of the climate 
which every day, almoſt, reduced the number, I 
could not help thinking my ſucceſs would be much 
more certain and expeditious, by itaying where | 
was, than by returuing to Europe. I therefore 
reſolved to comply with a good grace, and next 
day, when we were ordered to throw dice, told 
Morgan he need not trouble himſelf, for 1 would 
voluntarily ſubmit to the admiral's pleaſure. 
This frank declaration, was commended by the 
gentleman, who aſſured me, it ſhould not fare the 
worle with me for my reſignation: Indeed he 
was as good as his word, and that very after- 
noon, procured a warrant, appointing me fur— 
geon's mate of the Lizard ſloop of war, which 
put me on a footing with every fif{t mate in 
the ſervice, 

My ticket being made out, I put my cheſt 
and bedding on board a canoe that was along— 
ſide, and having ſhook hands with my truſty 
friend the ſerjeant, and honeſt Jack Rattlin, 
who was bound ſor Greenwich hoſpital, I took 
my leave of Morgan with many tears, after we 
had exchangedour ſleeve- buttons as remembran- 
ces of each other. Having preſented my new 
warrant to the captain of the Lizard, I enquired 
for the doctor, whom I no ſooner faw, than I 
recollected him to be one of thoſe young fellows 
with whom I had been committed to the 
round houſe, during our frolick with Jack- 
Jon, as I have related before. He received 
me with a good deal of courtely, and 
when I put him in mind of our former ac- 
quaintance, expreſſed great joy in ſeeiug me 
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again, and recommended me to an exceeding good 
meſs, compoſed of the gunner and the maſter's 
mate. As there was not one lick perſon in the 
ſhip, I got leave to go aſhore next day, with the 
gunner, who recommended me to a Jew, that 
bought my ticket at the rate of 40 fer cert. Gil. 
count; and having furniſhed myſelf with wha: 
neceſſaries I wanted, returned on board 1n th 
evening, and to my great ſurpriſe, found my ol: 
antagoniſt Cramply walking upon deck. "ho! 
J did not fear his enmity, I was ſhocked at his 
appearance, and communicated my ſentiments on 
that ſubject to Mr Tomlins the ſurgeon, who 
told me, that Crampley, by the dint of ſome 
friends about the admiral, had procured a com- 
miſſion conſtituting him lieutenant on board the 
Lizard; and adviſed me, now he was m 

{uperior officer, to behave with ſome reſpect to- 
%ards him, or elſe he would find a thouſand op- 


eee of uſing me ill. This advice was a 


itter potion to me, whom pride and reſent- 
ment had rendered utterly incapable of the lealt 
{ſubmiſſion to, or even of reconciliation with the 
wretch, who had, on many occaſions, treated me 
fo inhumanly ; However, I refolved to have as 
little connexion as poſſible with him, and to in- 
gratiate myſelf as much as I could with the reſt 


of the officers whoſe friendſhip might be a bull- 


wark te defend me from the attempts of his ma- 
lice. 

Ins leſs than a week we ſailed on a cruize, 
and having got round the eaſt end of the Iſland, 
had the good fortune to take a Spaniſh Barco- 
longo, 10 her prize, which was an Engliſh ſhip, 
bound for Briſtol, that ſailed from Jamaica a 


fortnight before, without convoy. All the pri- 
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ſoners who were well, were put on ſhore, on the 
north ſide of the iſland ; the prizes were man- 
ned with Engliſhmen, and the command of the 
Barcolongo, given to my friend the maſter's 
mate, with orders to carry them into Port Mor- 
ant, and there to remain until the Lizard's 
cruize ſhould be ended, at which time ſhe would 
touch at the ſame place, in her way to Port 
Royal. With him 1 was ſent to attend the wound- 
ed Spainards as well as Engliſhmen, who a— 
mounted to ſixteen, and to take care of them on 
ſhore, in a houſe that was to be hired as an ho- 
ſpital. This deſtination gave me a great deal 
of pleaſure, as I would for ſome time, be freed 
from the arrogance of Cramply, whoſe invetera- 
cy againſt me had already broken out on two or 
three occaſions, ſince he was become a lieutenant. 
My meſs mate, who very much reſembled my 
uncle, both in ſigure and diſpoſition, treated me 
on board of the prize, with the utmoſt civility and 

confidence; and among other favours, made 
me a preſent of a ſilver hilted hanger, and a pair 
of piſtols, mounted with the ſame metal, which 
fell to his ſhare in plundering the enemy. 
We arrived ſafely at Morant, and going aſhore, 
pitched upon an empty ſtore-houſe, which we 
hired for the reception of the wounded, who 
were brought to it next day, with beds and other 
neceſſaries; and four of the ſhip's company ap- 
pointed to attend them, and obey me 
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A flrange adventure—in conſequenc cof which J am extremc- 
ly happy—Crampley does me ill offices with the captain: 
But his malice is defeated by the good-nature and ſr: end. 
Sip of the ſurgeon-—We return to Port Royal—our captain 
gets the command of a larger ſhip, and is ſucceeded ty an 
old man— Brail is ed for—we receive orders 15 


ſail for England. 


W HEN my patients were all in a fair way, 


my companion and commander, whot: 
name was Brail, carried me up the country to 
the houſe of a rich planter, with whom he was ac- 
quainted, where we were {umptuouſly entertain— 
cd, and in the evening ſet out on our return to 
the ſhip. When we had walked about a mile 
by moon light, we perceived a horſeman behind 
us, who coming up, wiſhed us good even, and 
aſked which way we went : His voice, which 
was quite familiar to me, no ſooner {truck my 
car, than in ſpite of all my reſolution and re- 
flection, my hair briſtled up, and I was ſeized 
with a violent ſit of trembling, which Brail 
miſinterpretivg, bid me be under no concern, 
for he would ſtand by me. I told him, he was 
miſtaken in the cauſe of my diſorder ; and ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the perſon on horſeback, ſaid, 
I could have ſworn by your voice, that you was 
a dear friend of mine, if I had not been cer- 
tain of his death. To this, after ſome pauſe, 
he replied, There are many voices as well 
as faces, that reſemble one another; but pray 
what was your freind's name ? I ſatisſied him 
in that particular, and gave a ſhort detail of the 
melancholy fate of "Thomſon, not without many 
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ſighs and ſome tears. A filence enſued, which 
laſted ſome minutes, and then the converſation 
turned on different fubjects, till we arrived at a 
houſe on the road, where the horſeman alight- 
ed, and begged with ſo much earneſtneſs, that 
we would go in and drink a bow] of punch with 
him, that we could not reſiſt. But if I was alarm- 
ed at his voice, what muſt my amazement be, 
when I diſcovered by the light, the very perſon 
of my lamented friend! Percciving my confuſion, 
which was extreme, he claſped me in his arms 
and bedewed my face with tears. It was ſome 
time ere I recovered the uſe of my reaſon, over— 
powered with this event, and longer {till before I 
could ſpeak. $0 that all I was capable of, was 
to return his embraces, and to mingle tho over- 
flowings of my joy with his: While honeſt $ 
Brail affected with the ſeenc, wept as faſt as ei- 
ther of us, and ſigniſicd his participation of our 
happineſs, by hugging us both, and capering a— 
bout the room like a mad-man. At length, I 
retrieved the uſe of my tongue, and cried, * Is it 
* pollible, can you be my friend Thomſon ? No 
© certainly, alas! he was drowned! and J am 
now under the deception, of a dream.“ Then 
[ relapſed into tears. He was at preat pains 
to convince me of his being the individual perſon, 
vhom I regretted, aud biding me fit down and 
compoſe myſelf, promiſed to explain his ſudden 
diſagpearance from the Thunder, and to account 
for his being at prefect in the land of the living. 
This he acquitted himſelf of, after J had drank 
a glaſs of punch, and recolletted myſelf, by in- 
forming us, that with a determination to rid 
himſelf of a miſerable exillence, he had gone in 
the niglit time to che cad, while the ſhip was 
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on her way, from whence he flipped down, as 
fofily as he could by the bow, into the fea, 
where, after he was heartily ducked, he began to 
repent of his precipitation, and as he could ſwim 
very well, kept himſelf above water, in hopes of 
being taken up by ſome of the ſhips aſtern ; — 
that, in this ſituation, he hatled a large veſſel, and 
begged to be taken in, but was anſwered, that 
ſhe was a heavy ſailor, and therefore they did not 
chuſe toloſe time, by bringing to; however, they 
threw an old cheſt over board for his convenience, 
and told him, that ſome of the ſhips aſtern would 


certainly ſave him; that no other veſſel came 


within fight or cry of him, for the ſpace of 


three hours, during which time he had the mor. 


_bification of finding; himſelf in the middle of the 


ocean alone, without ſupport or reſting place, 
but what a few crazy boards afforded ; till at 
laſt, he diſcerned a ſmall ſloop ſteering towards 
him, upon which he ſet up his throat, and had 
the good fortune to be heard and reſcued from 
the dreary waſte, by their boat, which was hoiſted 
out on purpoſe. * I was no ſooner brought on 
board (continued he) than I fainted; and when I 
recovered my ſenſes, found myſelf in bed, regaled 
with a moſt nanſeous ſmell of onions and cheeſe, 
which made me think at firſt, that J was in my 
own hammock, along fide of honeſt Morgan, and 
that all which had paſſed was uo more than a dream. 
Upon enquiry, I underſtood that I was on board 
of a ſchooner belonging to Rhode iſland, bound 
for Jamaica, witha cargo of geeſe, pigs, onions, 
and cheeſe; and that the maſter's name was Ro- 
bertſon, by birth a North Briton, whom I knew 


at firft ſight to be an old ſchool-fellow of mine. 


When I diſcovered myſelf to him, he was tran(- 
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ported with ſurprize and joy, and begged to 
know the occaſion of my misfortune, which I 
did not think fit to difcloſe, becauſe I knew his 
notions with regard to religion were very ſevere 
and confined ; theretore contented myſelf with 
telling him, I fell over-board by accident ; but 
made no ſcruple of explaining the nature of my 
diſagreeable ſtation, and of acquainting him 
with my determined purpoſe never to return to 
the Thunder man of war. Although he was 
not of my opinion in that particular, knowing 
that I muſt loſe my cloaths; and what pay was 
due to me, unleſs I went back to my duty; 
yet, when 1 deſcribed the circumRances of the 
helliſh life J led, under the tyrannic ſway of 
Oakhum and Mackſhane; and among other grie- 
vances, hinted a diſſatisfaction at the irreligious 
deportment of my ſhip-mates, and the want of 
the true Preſbyterian goſpel doctrine; he chang- 
ed his ſentiments, and conjured me with great 
vehemence and zeal to lay aſide all thoughts of 
riſing in the Navy; and that he might ſhew 
how much he had my intereſt at heart, under- 
took to provide for me in ſome ſhape or other 
before he ſhould leave Jamaica. This he per- 
formed to my heart's deſire, by reccommending 
me to a gentleman of fortune, with whom f 
have lived ever ſince, in quality of ſurgeon and 
overſeer to his plantations. He and his lady 
are now at Kingſton, ſo that I am, for the pre- 

ſent, maſter of this houſe, to which, from my 
ſoul, I bid you welcome, and hope you will 
favour me with your company curing the re- 
maining part of the night.” I needed not a ſe- 


cond invitation; but Mr Brail, who was a di- 
ligent and excellent officer, could not be per- 
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fuaded to ſleep out of the ſhip : However he 
ſupped with us, and after having drank a chear- 
ful glaſs, ſet out for the veſſel, which was not 
above three miles from the place, eſcorted by a 
couple of ſtout Negroes, whom Mr Thomſon 
ordered to conduct him. Never were two friends 
more happy in the converſation of one another, 
than we, for the time it laſted: I related to him 
the particulars of our attempt upon Carthagena, 
of which he had heard but an imperfect aecount; 
and he gratified me with a narration of every 
little incident of his life fince we parted. He 
aſſured me, it was with the utmoſt reluctance, 
he could reſiſt his inclination of coming down to 
Port-Royal to fee Morgan and me,. of whom he 
had heard no tidings fince the day of our ſepa- 
ration; but that he was reſtrained by the fear 
of being detained as a deſerter. He told me, 
that when he heard my voice in the dark, he was 
almoſt as much ſurprized as I was at feeing him 
afterwards ;- and in the confidence of friendſhip, 
_ diſcloſed: a paſſion he entertained for the = 
daughter of the gentleman with whom he lived, 
who, by his deſcription, was a very amiable 
young lady, and did not diſdain his addreffes ; 
that he was very much favoured by her parents, 
and did not deſpair of obtaining their conſent 
to the match, which would at once render him 
independent of the world. I congratulated bim 
on his good fortune, which he proteſted ſhould 
never make him forget his friend; and towards 
morning we betook ourſelves to reſt. | 
Next day he accompanied me to the ſhip, 
where Mr Brail entertained him at dinner, and 
having ſpent the afternoon together, he took his 
leave of us in the evening, aſter he had forced 
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upon me ten piſtoles, as a ſmall token of his af- 
fection. In ſhort, while we ſtaid here, we ſaw 


-one another every day, and generally eat at the 
ſame table, which was plentifully N 


him, with all kinds of poultry, butcher's meat, 
oranges, limes, lemons, pine- apples, Madcira - 


upplied by 


wine, and excellent rum ; ſo that this ſmall in- 


terval of ten days, was by far the moſt Ugreea - 
ble period of my life. | 


At length the Lizard arrived; and as my pa- 


tients were all fit for duty, they and I were or- 


dered on board of her, where I underſtood from 
Mr Tomlins, that there was a dryneſs between 
the lieutenant and him, on my account; that 
rancorous villain having taken the opportunity 


of my abſence, to fill the captain's ears with a 


thouſand ſcandalous ſtories to my prejudice ; 
among other things affirming, that 1 had been 
once tranſported for theft, and that when I was 
in the Thunder man of war I had been whipt 
for the ſame crime. The ſurgeon on the other 
hand, having heard my whole ſtory from my 
own mouth, defended me ftrenuouſly, and in the 
courſe of that good-natured office, recounted 
all the inſtances of Crampley's malice againſt 
me, while I remained on board-of that ſhip, 
Which declaration, while it ſatisfied the captain 
of my innocence, made the licutenant as much 
my defender's enemy as mine, This infernal 
behaviour of Crampley, with regard to me, 
added ſuch fuel to my former reſentment, that, 
at certain times, I was quite beſide myſelf with 
the deſire of revenge, and was cven tempted to 
piſtol him on the quarter-deck ; though an 1n- 
tamous death muſt inevitably have been my re- 
ward, But the ſurgeon, who was 1 confided, 
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argued againſt ſuch a deſperate action ſo effect- 
nally, that I ſtifled the flame which conſumed 
me for the preſent, and reſolved to wait a more 
convenient opportunity. In the mean time, that 
Mr Tomlins might be the more convinced of the 
wrongs I had ſuffered by this fellow's ſlander, 
1 begged he would go and viſit Mr Thomſon, 
whoſe wonderful eſcape I had made him ac- 
quainted with, and enquire of him into the par- 
ticulars of my conduct while he was my fellow. 
mate. This the ſurgeon complied with, more 
through a curioſity to ſee a perſon whoſe fate 
had been ſo extraordinary, than to confirm his 
good opinion of me, which he aſſured me was 
already firmly eſtabliſhed. He therefore ſet out 
for the dwelling place of my friend, qwith a let- 
ter of introduction from me; and being received 
with all the civility and kindneſs I expected, re- 
turned to the ſhip, not only ſatisfied with my 
character, beyond the power of doubt or inſinu- 
ation, but alſo charmed with the affability and 
converſat ion of Thomſon, who loaded him and 
me with preſents of freſh ſtock, liquors and fruit. 
As he would not venture to come and ſee us on 
board, leaſt Crampley ſhould know and detain 
him, when the time of our departure approach- 
ed, I obtained leave to go and bid him farewel. 
After we had vowed an everlaſting friendſhip, 
he preſſed upon me a purſe with four double 
doubloons which 1 refuſed as long as I could 
without giving umbrage; and (having cordially 
embraced each other, Ireturned on board, where 
I found a ſmall box, with a letter directed for 
me, to the care of Mr Tomlins—Knowing the 
ſaperſcription to be of Thomſon's hand writing, 
t epened it with ſome ſurprize, and learned that 
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this generous friend, not contented with loading 
-me with the preſents already mentioned, had 
ſent for my uſe and acceptance, half a dozen 
fine ſhirts, and as many linnen waiſt-coats and 
caps, with twelve pair of new thread ſtockings. 
Being thus provided with money, and neceſſa- 
Tries 2 the comfort of life, I began to look upon 
myſelf as a gentleman of ſome conſequence, 
and felt my pride dilate apace. | 
Next day we ſailed for Port-Royal, where 
we arrived ſafely with our prizes; and as there 
was nothing to doon board, I went on ſhore, and 
having purchaſed a laced waiſt-coat, with ſome 
other cloaths at a vendue, made a ſwaggering 

figure for ſome days among the taverns, where 
I ventured to play a little at hazard, and came 
off with fifty piſtoles in my pocket. Mean 
while our captain was promoted to a ſhip of 
twenty guns, and the command of the Lizard 
given to a man turned of fourſcore, who had 
been lieutenant fince the reign of King William 
to this time, and notwithſtanding his long ſer- 
vice would have probably died in that ſtation, 
had he not employed ſome prize-money he had 
lately received, to make intereſt with his ſupe- 
riors. My friend Brail was alſo made an officer 
about the ſame time, after he had ſerved in 
quality of midſhipman and mate five and twenty 
years. Soon after theſe alterations, the admiral 
: pitched upon our ſhip to carry home diſpatches 
forthe miniſtry ; accordingly we ſet fail for Eng- 
land, having firſt ſcrubbed her bottom, and taken 
in proviſion and water for the occaſion, 
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